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BUDGET 
SUMMARY 


v "'} Domestic fud 
p&m VAT on fuel and 
4tJ - power cut to 5 per 
’ cent from 8 per cent 
\ l- l-v \ J from September. 

Gas levy reduced to zero from 
April 1W8, cutting average bills 
by 2 per cent Fuel bills wOl fall 
fay £90 compared with, last year. 

Cigarettes and alcohol 

Packet of 20 cigarettes up 19p 
from December 1. Alcohol duties 
to be reviewed; meanwhile 
duties will rise in line with infla¬ 
tion. adding 19p to a bottle of 
spirits, lp to a pint of beer. -Ip to 
a bottle of table wine and lp to 
higher strength alcohol, includ¬ 
ing a I copops, from January. 

-a y C-' • 7 Hotoring 

Pfctrol up 4p a litre 
(ISp a gallon). 

'■ ■ Unleaded to oost 

■l..' —64.7p a litre (294.1p 

a gallon). 4-star up to 70p a litre 
and diesel to 66. Ip. Vehicle 
excise duty up by inflation rate. 

Housing 

Mortgage interest tax relief cut 
from 15 per cent to 10 per cent, 
adding £10 to monthly 
payments. Stamp duty increased 
from I per cent to 1.5 per cent 
for property sales abcrve 
£250,000 and to 2 per cent for 
sales above £50QJ)00. 

Corporate tax 

. jin .-, Corporation tax for 
• large firms cut by 2 
'per cent to 31 per 
v. '.:, T* cent and for small 
firms by 2 per cent to 21 per 
cent, backdated from April 1997. 
Advance Corporation Tax rate 
unchanged but foreign incrane 


dividends scheme axed from 
April 1999. Tax credits paid to 
pension funds and companies 
abolished immediately. 

Windfall tax 

The windfall tax on privatised 
utilities will raise a net E48 bil¬ 
lion to fund the wdfare-to-wark 
programme; payable in two 
instalments in December 1997 
and December 1998. 

Hearth, education 

F . ;/ Extra £1.2 billion for 

the NHS. Schools 

X./ Bet ^ 

Y which £1 billion goes 

to fond education and £13 bil¬ 
lion for capital investment Tax 
relief an private health insur¬ 
ance for overbOs scrapped. 

FBn industry 

British films with budgets of £15 
million or less will be able to 
write off 100 per cent of produc¬ 
tion and acquisition costs. The 
measure is expected to cost £30 
million over three years. 

Welfare to work 

Employers to get £75 
w .n- -a week to provide 
work for long-term 
I unemployed in a 

£33 billion programme funded 
from windfall rax and reserves. 
Up to E20O million for advice, 
training and after-school 
support for single parents. 

Income tax 

Income tax rates and allowances 
unchanged. A lOp rate of income 
tax will be introduced “as soon 
as it is prudenr._ 
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Brown’s windfall service 


Cash for schools and NHS: 
drivers and smokers hit 


By Philip Webster 

POLITICAL EDITOR 

GORDON BROWN produced an 
unexpected £3 billion boost for 
schools and hospitals yesterday in 
a radical tax-raising Budges that 
included a five-year stability plan 
to aid the years of boom-and-bust 
in the British economy. 

In Labour's first Budget for 18 
years, the Chancellor acted to cool 
the economy, boost investment and 
gradually wipe out the budget 
deficit. The aim was to equip 
Britain for the next century and 
"lay the foundations for tomor¬ 
row's wealth". 

He hit big business, with a £5 
billion windfall tax on 30 com¬ 
panies. and pension funds and 
future pensioners with the scrap¬ 
ping of the tax relief on dividend 
income. That will raise more than 
£2 billion this year and £3 billion 
next 

Home-owners, motorists, drin¬ 
kers and smokers will also have to 
pay more to meet what Mr Brown's 
priorities. He described his 60- 
minute speech as a people's Bud¬ 
get, while the Tories called it a tax- 
and-spend Budget and claimed 
that it included 17 tax rises. 

But even with die tightening of 
fiscal policy that means an extra 
£5.5 billion in tax revenue this year 
and E4.75 billion next, the City 
predicted that Mr Brown had not 
done enough to stave off higher 
interest rates—possibly next week. 

Mr Brown had promised before 
the election that he would stick to 
the Conservatives' agreed public 
spending levels for the next two 
years, but he delighted Labour 
MPs by announcing that he would 
be raiding next year's contingency 
reserve — the money set aside for 
unforeseen events — to give the 
health service an extra £12 billion 
and education an extra £1 billion. 

Schools will also receive £1.3 
billion from the proceeds of the 
windfall tax on privatised utilities 
over the next five years to improve 
classrooms and equipment 

Along with £200 million to help 
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6 Well done, Gordon. 
This was the phrase 
that kept running 
through my head ? 
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lone parents back into work and 
training help for 50,000 youngsters 
to become child care assistants, 
these were measures that Labour 
MPs had hoped for but not 
expected. Mr Brown and Tony 
Blair agreed that the Chancellor 
should raid the contingency reserve 
to finance extra spending on health 
and education last December as 
they prepared to announce that 
Labour would accept the previous 




J3 JsiPmtr 

“Cheer up, perhaps Spam 
will go up in 
the next Budget" 


Government's spending totals and 
rule out rises in the standard and 
top rates of tax. They also agreed 
that they would have to make an 
early announcement of extra 
spending in the two key areas to 
prevent a crisis next winter. 

Mr Brown pleased small and 
medium-sized business by cutting 
corporation tax Co a record low of 31 
per cent and fay cutting the tax rate 
on small companies from 23 to 21 
percent 

He confirmed that he was impos¬ 
ing a windfall lax of £52 billion 
pounds on the “excess" profits of 
utilities that Labour believes were 
privatised too cheaply by the 
Tories. It will be used to finance a 
“new deal" for 250.000 young 
jobless by offering them a “ladder 
of opportunity" into work. 

Some £21 billion will be raised 
from the electricity companies, 
£1.65 billion from the water com¬ 
panies, and E1.45 billion the rest 
British Telecom, which had threat¬ 
ened legal action, is likely to have to 
pay about E500 million. 

Mr Brown sought to emphasise 
the Government’s “green" creden¬ 
tials by announcing tax advantages 
for buses and lorries that meet 
tough emission standards and by 
raising the price of petrol and diesel 
by 4p a litre. But he was criticised 
by environmental groups for keep¬ 
ing his pension of reducing VAT on 
domestic fuel to 5 per cent. 

He also tried to take steam out of 
the resurgent housing market by 
trimming the tax relief homeown¬ 
ers get on mortgage interest pay¬ 
ments and by increasing the stamp 
duty paid by people buying expen¬ 
sive homes. Mortgage interest re¬ 
lief is to be cut by a third to 10 per 
cent from next April, and stamp' 
duty is to rise from 1 to 1.5 per cent 
on houses costing more than 
£250.000 and to 2 per cent on those 
over £500.000. “1 will not allow 
house prices to get out of control," 
he said. 

Mr Brown warned that rapid 
consumer spending risked spark¬ 
ing an unsustainable boom. "I will 
not ignore the warning signs and l 



will not repeat past mistakes. This 
and future^ budgets will be ad¬ 
dressed’to laying the foundations 
for tomorrow's wealth. This a 
Budget equipping Britain for. the 
future, meeting the people's priori^ 
ties — a people's Budget for 
Britain's future." 

In his immediate response, the 
Opposition Leader William Hague 
said that Tony Blair had meant not 
a word of his election pledge that he 
had no plans to increase taxation. 


Mr Brown had fried to portray 
“fat cats and stripe-shirt specula¬ 
tor?" as the losers from the windfall 
tax, he said. “The Chancellor is 
loqidng for a free lunch from the 
windfall tax. and he will find it is 
not available. Anyone with a pen¬ 
sion. anyone with an insurance 
policy, anyone who has to pay a 
telephone bill, anyone who is 
working hard to build up a nestegg 
far tire future, will be hit by the 
windfall tax." 


The tax credit changes were "a 
smash and grab raid on pension 
funds. It was a cynical betrayal of 
the millions who had built up 
pensions and now saw them 
devalued. 

The decision to abolish tax relief 
chi health insurance for people 
aged over 60 would affect 600,000 
pensioners.’ He said: “It is an 
utterly vindictive way in which to 
raise extra money for the 
Treasury." 


City expects rise 
in interest rates 

ByAiasdajr Murray. Economics Correspondent 


THE CITY is braced for an 
immediate rise in interest 
rates after concluding that 
the Budget will not slow the 
booming economy. It believes 
the Bank of England will 
raise rates by up to half a 
point next week. 

Economists predict that 
rates could now rise as high 
as 8 per cent by die end of the 
year, from 63 per cent now . 
as the Bank acts to curb 
soaring consumer spending 
and die threat of higher 
inflation. A15 per cent rise in 
interest rates would add 
about E84 a month to a 
£50.000 mortgage. 

The Bank of England 
broke with its tradition of 
neutrality to issue a state¬ 
ment saying it welcomed the 
Budget and that h would help 
in dealing with die “policy 
dilemma" created by the need 
to control inflation without 
sending the pound much 
higher through interest rate 
rises. But the pound yester¬ 
day jumped nearly four pfen¬ 


nigs against die German 
mark to a five-year high of 
DM29305 and is now ex¬ 
pected to head towards 
DM295. The pound also 
climbed 2 cents against the 
dollar to $1.67. 

The Stock'Market dosed 
up 23.1 points at 4751.4 after 
learning of the unexpected 
cut in corporation tax from 33 
per cent to 31 per cent. But 
dealers expect the market to 
open substanially lower to¬ 
day, falling between 30 and 
50 points, after analysts have 
had a chance to take a second 
look at the detail 

Economists said Mr 
Brown had failed to deliver 
the consumer tax rises need¬ 
ed to stow the economy 
despite daiming in the Bud¬ 
get speech that he would “not 
ignore the warning signs" of 
strong consumer spending. 

Ridiard Jeffrey, UK econo¬ 
mist at Charterhouse, said: 
"It is a virtual Budget... die 
tax rises are not going to 
amount to very much." 


Millions hit by tax raid 
on pension schemes 

By Caroune Merrell and Paul Durman 


MILLIONS of people who 
belong to pension schemes 
could see the value of their 
pensions fall as a result of the 
abolition of a tax rebate 
enjoyed by their funds. 

The changes will produce 
an extra £5 billion for the 
Treasury, half of which will 
come from pension funds in 
what was described as the 
biggest attack on funded 
pensions provision since 
Robert Maxwell 

Hardest hit will be the five 
million people who joined 
personal pension schemes — 
many of whom are already 
suffering as a result of the 
nus-seUlng debacle. But 
many company scheme 
members will also suffer, and 
some of the biggest occupa¬ 
tional schemes wfll become 
technically insolvent These 
indude BT, which has prom¬ 
ised to make up the shortfall 
for its 370,000 members. 

Under Advance Corpora¬ 
tion Tax companies pay tax 


on the dividends they distrib¬ 
ute to shareholders and then 
deduct it from their eventual 
corporation tax bill Tax- 
exempt shareholders, such as 
pension funds, charities and 
PEP holders, can then re¬ 
claim the tax paid by the 
company from the Inland 
Revenue. 

Now that pension funds 
will no longer be able to 
reclaim that money their 
investment returns will fall 
by about 0.75 per cent and 
experts suggested that the 
value of the British stock 
market could foil by about 10 
per cent as investors switched 
to government braids or over¬ 
seas companies. But the City 
reacted calmly with the FTSE 
100 Index cksing up 23J 
points at 2751.4. 

Gordon Brown defended 
the move in his Budget 
speech, pointing out that 
many pension funds were in 
substantial surplus, with 
companies taking “pension 


holidays", so they should not 
fed the loss too badly. That 
view was supported by 
Denise Joseph and Andrew 
Meeson of the accountants 
Price Waterhouse. 

However, die National As¬ 
sociation of Pension Funds, 
which represents employers 
and pension fund managers, 
said that the decision was a 
disaster. Peter Murray, the 
chairman, said: “This is the 
biggest attack on pension 
provision since the war. This 
measure will take over £50 
billion of extra pension con¬ 
tributions from public and 
private sector employers over 
the next tm years. Even 
Robert Maxwell only took 
E400 million.” 

Mr Murray predicted that 
the change would lead to 
higher Council Tax and cuts 
in local services as councils 
cut jobs to ensure’that their 
pension schemes were fund¬ 
ed in accordance with die 
1995 Pensions Act 



Summer weather 



James Stewart dies at 891 Henman in last eight 
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JAMES STEWART, the lanky, slow- 
talking actor whose film characters 
embodied decency and moral cour¬ 
age. has died at his Beverly Hi!!-' 
home after a hear, attack- He was iff* 

A former amateur magician, St/ > 
art conjured ud some of the rk > 
memorable performances in cjrienw 
history, appearing m more than 75 
films. He won the Academny Award 
for best actor with The Philadelphia 
Story received Oscar nominations for 
four other films. 

Besides starring in such righteous 
tales as The Man Who Shat Liberty 
Valance, Destry Rides Again and The 
Fligki of the Phoenix, he played more 
troubled characters as in Alfred 


Hitchcock'S Vertigo. But he was best 
jmown fra his role as a suicidal 
/ businessman who finds redemption 
'*■ in fr’sn Wonderful Life, which he said 
was his personal favourite. 

In common with the roles he 
i played, Stewart was modest to die 
point of shyness, making little of his 
wartime heroism. He enlisted nine 
months after Pearl Harbor and 
became Chief of Staff of the Eighth 
Air Force's Second Combat Wing in 
Norfolk. He rose from private to 
colonel and as a bomber pilot 
completed 25 missions over Ger¬ 
many, winning the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the Craix-de-Guerrc 
and the Air MedaL 


ftr John Goodbody 
and Stephen Farrell 

TIM HENMAN yesterday joined 
fellow Briton Greg Rusedski in die 
last eight of the Wimbledon singles; 
hailug his victory over Ridiard 
Krajicek, the defending champion, 
as his bed perf o rmance. 

The Dutchman said afterwards 
that H was like “playing against the 
whole of England”, as the 13.000 
crowd on the Centre Court and 
millions of television viewers willed 
Henman towards a quarterfinal 
match today against Michael Sticfa, 
of Germany, the 1991 champion. 

"Henmania” overwhelmed the 

V 


traditional reserve of the AO Eng¬ 
land Chib, with fans painting his 
name on their faces and T-shirts and 
chanting as the No 14 seed complet¬ 
ed a 7-6, 6-7, 7*6, 6-4 win over the 
Dutchman, the No 4 seed. It to the 
first time since 1961 flat two B ritish 
men have readied the qnartepfinals. 

Henman. 22 said: This is the 
biggest tournament of the world and 
I haw just beaten fast year's champi¬ 
on. So I think it's probably the 
biggest win of my career so for.” 

Rosed ks meets Cedric Pioline of 
France today. 

Game of two eras, page 3 
Match report page 56 
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Sack threat 
to 15 staff 
at failing 
school 

By David Charter, education correspondent 


ROOM MAYES 


r 


A FAILING school has told 
half its teachers they will be 
sacked at Christmas unless 
rhey meet tough improvement 
targets. 

The first “fast track" dis¬ 
missal threat to incompetent 
teachers was made to 15 staff 
at Ingram High School in 
Croydon, south London. 

Nine remain under threat, it 
emerged yesterday, because 
two senior members of staff 
are being switched to other 
schools, two are leaving this 
term and two newly qualified 
teachers have been spared. 

The move comes during the 
Government's consultation on 
speeding the removal of poor 
teachers. At present, it usually 
rakes two years to go through 
every stage of the disciplinary 
process. 

In a challenge being seen as 
a test case, the largest teach¬ 
ers' union opposed the move 
and yesterday called a ballot 
of members in Croydon over 
industrial action. 

Ingram High, a boys’ com¬ 
prehensive, was among the IS 
schools “named and shamed" 
by the Government in May 
and given four months to 
improve or face a “fresh start" 
under new management 

The Croydon move comes 
during a government consult¬ 
ation with unions and local 
authorities on ways to remove 
poor teachers quickly. Ingram 
High governors said they 
were using an exception under 
current rules to speed up 
dismissals in extreme circum¬ 
stances, but die National 
Union of Teachers, of which 
the nine members under 
threat at the school are mem¬ 
bers. accused the authority of 
flouting agreements. 

Roy Grantham, vice-chair¬ 
man of governors at the 
school, said: “We are offering 
help to the teachers and we 
will certainly talk to them 
about what further training 
they will need. Some will fall 
by the wayside and some will 
get over the stile." 

He said the teachers were 
identified by inspectors’ re- 
pons, the head and deputy 
head. Governors had sat in on 
lessons. 

Mr Grantham added: “We 
have made appeals to the 
teachers but we cannot go on 
and on. We have an obligation 


to the boys, an obligation to 
the school and to this part of 
Croydon to establish good 
standards. Otherwise matters 
will be taken out of the hand of 
Croydon and in our view that 
will be worse for teachers.” 

The school, where 22 per 
cent of boys gained good 
grades in five GGSEs last 
summer and a third of pupils 
have special needs, was 
judged to be failing by inspec¬ 
tors two years ago. and its 
head teacher was replaced in 
January 1996. But half the 
lessons have been found poor 
by inspectors and although 
expulsions have been halved, 
discipline remains a big 
problem. 

The Department for Educa¬ 
tion and Employment said it 
viewed the move as “wholly 
appropriate". A spokesman 
added: “Unacceptable perfor¬ 
mance by teachers cannot be 
accepted. Children only have 
one chance of a decent educa¬ 
tion and that cannot be put at 
risk." 

Hugh Malyan, Croydon's 
education chairman, said the 
15 teachers would be given 
“every support possible" to 
help them to improve. But by 
the end of the autumn term, if 
their performance had not 
improved to the point where 
90 per cent of their lessons 
were satisfactory or belter, 
they would be dismissed. 

Doug McAvqy. general sec¬ 
retary of the NUT. said an 
“indicative ballot" would be 
held before September to ask 
members about industrial ac¬ 
tion if the authority pressed 
ahead with its plans. 

“The Government has set 
up a working party to work 
towards reaching an agree¬ 
ment with teachers’ organ¬ 
isations and employers." he 
said. "It is not proposing 
unilaterally to tear up existing 
agreements. That is what 
Croydon has done." 

Graham Clure. branch sec¬ 
retary of the National Associ¬ 
ation of Schoolmasters and 
Union of Women Teachers, 
which has one member 
among the 15, said: ‘We are 
extremely concerned because 
this has got implications for 
all teachers in Croydon. We 
feel that teachers are being 
picked on for political 
reasons." 
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A view from the site of the Lindisfame Monastery on Holy Island, where monks in the seventh century illuminated the gospels 
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‘Lindisfame 
Gospels must 
stay in London’ 

The British Library rejects a plea from 
the North, says Dalya Alberge 
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THE British Library yester¬ 
day rejected a call for the 
Lindisfame Gospels to be 
repatriated to the North-East 
where it was created in the 
seventh oentury. 

Brian Lang, director of the 
British Library, told a delega¬ 
tion of councillors bom die 
North-East that their request 
was “out of the question". 

The gospels, a masterpiece 
of early medieval European 
illumination, is one of the 
jewels of the library’s collec¬ 
tion. This is a national trea¬ 
sure." Dr Lang said. “People 
from all over die world come 
to see it” 

At the British Library, it 
was viewed fay six million 
people every year, he said, in 
contrast to just 75.000 who 


version, at a cost of £100,000, 
that simulates turning the 
pages of the real thing. Both 
the library and the North- 
East would have access to iL 
“Our mission is to widen 
access to our collection. We 
are the‘people's library*." 

The gospels were created on 
Holy Island, off the coast of 
Northumberland, and were 
dedicated to St Cuthbert The 
finished work is believed to 
have been taken by monks 
fleeing Viking invaders in 876, 
eventually finding a home at 
Durham Cathedral. It was 
then looted during the disso¬ 
lution of the monasteries. 
Some local people would Like 
it to be returned to Durham, 
where St Cuthbert is buried. 

DrLang explained that af- 
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‘ viewed it;itf a loan exhibition ,ter“a murky “period” the 
' m Newcastle last year. Jtwasturned up again in the 
appropriate for the gospels’to YTftfi century and was left to 
' be displayed with the Magia ~tfta qatRm in 1702. “Then it 
_ Carta and oth« ‘ 4 great>wRI 'Y$ecarae r parr qf the Brjtisfr. 
^ ."treasures”. ■ - ' libraiyj^Bo-it has not been w* 

Ken Moms, managing di- the North-East, since 1530." 
rector of Northumberland □ A decision to introduce ' 
County Council, said there admission charges to Mersey- j 




The opening page of the St Matthew’s gospel in the Lindisfame Gospels 


was huge interest in the 
North-East about repatriating 
the gospels. Every authority 
in the North was behind the 
campaign. He accepted, how¬ 
ever, that securing a loan was 
their most realistic option. 

Dr Lang suggested a digital 


side's galleries has provoked 
the art historian Sir' Denis 
Mahon. 86,.into withdrawing 
his bequest of three 17th- 
century paintings paintings to 
the Walker Art Gallery. 

Leading article, page 25 


Flotilla helps families to escape Scottish floods 
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By Gillian Bow ditch 

SCOTLAND CORRESPONDENT 

ABOUT 1.000 people were evacuated 
from their homes in Moray and road 
and rail services severely disrupted 
when rivers and bums burst their 
banks after days of heavy rain. 

The coastguard and Royal 
Findhom Yacht Club offered a flotilla 
of small boats to help the rescue 
operation. The villages of Dyke and 
Dallas were cut off yesterday as the 
water level in the streets rose to 3ft in 
places. The worst-affected towns 


were Elgin. Forres and Keith. Every 
home in Forres was without electric¬ 
ity. Hundreds of other homes were 
without gas and electricity. 

More than a hundred people 
stayed in temporary refuges in Elgin. 
Forres. Rothes, Lhanbryde and 
Keith. Other evacuees were taken in 
by friends and relatives. 

Dozens of cars were left stranded 
and emergency services battled to 
find a way through to affected areas. 
Police appealed io motorists to stay at 
home baa use of the chaos. The A9o 
Inverness to Aberdeen road was 


among those dosed. Rail services 
were also halted. Parts of the main 
Aberdeen to Inverness line were 
benearh 3ft of waier. 

Servicemen from RAF Kinloss and 
RAF Lossiemouth worked through¬ 
out Tuesday night, evacuating homes 
and filling sandbags. By yesterday 
morning the supply had been ex¬ 
hausted. A helicopter from RAF 
Lossimouth toured the area with a 
team from Grampian Police to look 
for people cut off by the floods. 

John Summers, director of techni¬ 
cal and leisure services for Moray 


Council, said: “This is the worsr we 
have ever seen at this time of year. 
But the community spirit has been 
tremendous. The public have really 
rallied round." 

Kathleen Moir, 42, and her six 
children were evacuated from their 
home in Elgin in the early hours and 
put up in a refuge. "We were terrified 
for the children because the water 
was so deep it covered their heads. 
The Fire Service had to come and 
help us out. We have lost all our 
belongings, our clothes and our 
shoes.” she said. The total cost of the 


damage is expected to run into 
millions of pounds. . 

Margaret Ewing, Scottish Nat¬ 
ional Party MP for Moray, said: 
"Already extensive costs have been 
accrued in the provision of labour 
and emergency services. In the 
longer term there will be costs, 
involved in repairing roads, drains 
and houses and meeting the financial 
losses to nurseries and farms. My 
heart goes out to all those who have 
seen their properties devastated ” 


Forecast, page 28 


A breakaway loyalist tentawh^' 
group threatened yesterday i»£ 7 ' 
kill civilians in the Irish' Re--*- ; 
public if the most canteitidiRi ^ ^ 
Ulster parade is 'banned, on -\ 
Sunday at Drumcree, Co Af?- ;. jfc. 
magh [Nicholas Watt writes^ V 

The Loyalist Volunteer^ 
Force, outlawed by the Gdy^ 
eminent last month, issued‘ a - 

statement saying: “If the Qt-. 
angeparadedoesnotgodowh ™ -• 
the_ Gfflyaghy Road on Sun-T* 
day," the Irish Government^ 
may expect civilians ro be 
killed in the Irish Repuhlic. 

The Irish Government has to 
learn that they will not inter¬ 
fere with the internal affairsof 
Northern Ireland;” 

Bertie Ahem, the new Irish 
Prime Minister, said in Belfast 
on Tuesday that it would be a 
mistake to force the parade 
down the Catholic road. Mo 
Mowlam, the Northern Ire-. ; ; 
land Secretary, met residents 
last night 

Passport dispute 

A dispute has broken out over 
a decision to award a German 
or American company control 
over inputting personal details 
contained on British pass¬ 
ports. Public service unions • 
believe that work under the 
contract, worth about 
EI30 million over ten years, - 
should be carried out by 
officials who are subject to a 
strict confidentiality code. 

New cancer test 

A new method of detecting ; 
breast cancer, using magnetic 
resonance imaging combined £ 
with a contrast-enhancing ■ 
dye. can distinguish between 
benign and malignant tu- . 
mours. and could reduce the 
need for biopsies. In the 
method, developed in Israel, 
benign and malignant tu¬ 
mours appear on a screen in 
different colour patterns. 

58 fast abortions 

More than 50 women have 
undergone soealled lunch- . 
time abortions-- Hie new ten- 
minute procedure, provided 
by (fee charity Marie Slopes 
International, has been criti¬ 
cised by anti-abortionists as 
barbaric. The organisation • 
said that since the beginning 
of last month, its clinic in 
Leeds has admitted 58 women 
for the service. . ' 

Resignation call 

Martin Mears, the solicitor 
contesting the Law Society 
presidency, is to make a 
formal complaint to the Mas¬ 
ter of the Rolls unless action is . . 
taken against Simon Baker, a : 
society council member and - 
the author of a note outlining 
tactics aimed at blocking his 
re-election. Mr Mears is call-. 
ing for his resignation. . 

Law, pages 46 and 47 

Poppy venture 

The Royal British Legion is to . 
launch its own record label 
featuring the poppy,.as part of 
a campaign to increase its:. 
income by £8 million a year to. 
£40million. Mike Vernon-. 
Powell controller of fund- ; • 
raising, said -the venture■ 
would be more Spice Girls •. 
than Dame Vera. Lynn. “We • 
will have-pop music, heavy . j y* 
metal, as well as classical." 


IS YOUR 

MORTGAGE WITH 
ALLIANCE 
& LEICESTER 
OR HALIFAX? 


Contact us for details of 
our special offers. 


Doctors back cannabis treatments 


By Lan Murray 
MEDICAL CORRESPONDENT 

DOCTORS called yesterday 
for drugs derived from canna¬ 
bis to be legalised for the 
treatment of seriously-ill and 
dying patients. 

A large majority at the 
annual meeting of the British 
Medical Association backed a 
motion by a GP from Lanca¬ 
shire. seconded by a teacherat 
Saint Bartholemew's Hospital 
in London, thar the time had 
come to decriminalise a range 


of drugs rhal research proves 
can ease suffering. 

The association’s board of 
science and education is pre¬ 
paring a report on the medical 
use of cannabinoids — drugs 
derived from cannabis — 
which is due to be published in 
September. The draft report 
backs decriminalisation and 
the derision will add strength 
to the case the council will put 
rrt the Government urging it to 
allow donors to prescribe 
these drugs. 

"There are many conditions 


like multiple sclerosis and 
cancer where symptoms could 
be controlled by dVugs we are 
not allowed to use.” Upen Pali 
from Sefton said. 

Steven Hajioff said increas¬ 
ing evidence showed that can¬ 
nabis-based drugs helped 
people who were suBering 
from such things as anorexia 
or nausea caused by chemo¬ 
therapy. People were buying it 
illegally because they knew it 
helped them. "This is ridicu¬ 
lous." he said. “The sick and 
dying should be able to turn to 


their doctor for help and not 
their drug dealer." 

However, Edward Tierney, 
a GP from Rochdale, said that 
cannabis might ease pain but 
it impaired the ability to fly, 
drive or work machinery, and 
caused agitation, anxiety and 
apathy. “Joints" with cannabis 
had three times the level of tar 
qf ordinary cigarettes and five 
times the amount of carbon 
monoxide. The conference 
was. however, unanimous in 
condemning tobacco and alco¬ 
hol manufacturers. 
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WIMBLEDON rarely wit¬ 
nesses crowd scenes such as 
those that- greeted- T?m 
Henman yesterday after a 
victory he described as his best 
ever.. Certainly not the last 
time two Britons reached the 
men’s quarter-finals. In 1961, 
polite applause was the order 
of the day. 

After Henman had beaten 
the defending champicra Rich¬ 
ard Krajicek on Centre Court, 
the growing army of 
“Henmaniacs" went into 
raptures. 

More than LOOOians have 
been queueing each night 
outside the All En gland club' 
for Centre Court seats on sale 
up to the second Wednesday of 
the tournament Sane have 
slept outside the gates each 
night since the be ginning of 
the championships, deter¬ 
mined to see their hero play. 

The most voluble, and visi¬ 
ble. toe a fanatical party of 
nine from Canvey Island and 
Ipswich. They are made up of 
two families who met in a 
Wimbledon queue seven years 
ago. Their outsize Union Jack, 
top hats and flat caps are . 
always in the front row an 
Centre Court as they laid the 
crowd’s chanting.- 

Alan Brackett. 49,. a BT 
contractor who leads: the 
group, was almost hoarse 
with joy. “ItV great.; i think ; 
Krajicek was beaten when he ' 
came out Henman'S a wm-. 
ner, isn’t he?” - 

Mr Brackett, his family and 
thrir friends Sarah and Julia •' 
John, from Ipswich,- sleep 


Stephen Farrell and John Goodbody savour an historic British double 


under taxpautinseach. night 
For six years they met only at 
Wimbledon, but last year 
began travelling together to 
see Henman and his British 
rival, Greg Rusedski, at the 
British championships in 
Telford and the Davis Cup. ■ 
Another devoted fan in the 
queue, Carofine Ford, IS. from 


Andover. Hampshire, missed 
out on a Coitre Court ticket so 
watched her idol on a huge 
video screen in the grounds. "I 
love tennis but it’s been really 
boring supporting the British 
players tar so long. Now irs 
really exriting." 

One surprising absentee 
was Jean Tyson. 43, co¬ 


founder of Topsptn, the official 
Tim Henman fan dub. She 
and a friend, Denise Kimble, 
set up the dub last November. 
Ms Tyson wOl be one of six 
devoted supporters flying to 
Ukraine next week to cheer 
Henman in the Davis Cup. “I 
cant afford to do both.” 

Not only are the supporters 


very different than they were 
36 years ago, bur so are the 
players. According to Bobby 
Wilson, who in 1961 reached 
the quarter-finals along with 
Mike Sangsier. “irs a different 
game now”. 

”1 must admit I don’t like the 
aggression, although it is nec¬ 
essary. In my day w shook. 
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Bobby Wilson, right, shakes hands with Neale Fraser in 1961. Fellow quarter-finalist Mike Sangster in action 


hands wer the net and went ■>; 

into the players’ canteen and , ~ . : 

very often had a chat about the 
match. You cant be friendly flk- .. 

any more, they hardly even “ 

shake hands.” .a Ip 

Sangster Ls now dead, but • 

Wilson. who like Henman • 

beat the defending champion. ' ^ 

the Australian Neale Fraser. Ha * t 

was back in SW19 this week to V- 

watch his successors repeat "• „• ^B^ \ r . 

his fe 2 t. Wilson. 61. believes v Wr 

Henman and Rusedski have '*• . j;-i 

the self-belief he never had to rfllft'-J * 

take them past the last eight. ? '' 

“I thought I could beat jB^Nf ' ~ “’V.; 

anyone on a particular day." -- 4 k 

he said. "But 1 didn’t really - , f 

think I could win Wimbledon. " 

Trial is one of the reasons I . >^6^ ••• 

didn*L It never entered Fred ’ mb 1 

Perry’s mind that he could lose ^ 

and. like Fred, both Henman . " 

and Rusedski think they have . BK' 
a real chance of winning." 

Wilson was famous for Sfe 
wearing a knotted white hand- 
kerchief around his neck, but fcvf- 

his performances belied the ■£ 'imm 

casual appearance and he m3 

appeared in four Wimbledon 

singles quarter-finals. .<■ B 

He was ai Wimbledon on 
Tuesday to see Rusedski beat 
Richie Reneberg. comparing - 

his tenacity to that of Mike _ 

Tyson in his prime, and saw ' • •-'* ’JHWfftfe .-• 

Henman’s resumed match on , 

television yesterday. “’I . *..■■ 

thought it would eventually RjW 

happen." he said. “I was sure jfejB _ .. 

we would have players of the ▼ ' '-St* 

confidence^ and the right ^ ^ _ j^B V 

Wimbledon, pages 52 and 56 A victorious Tun Henman applauds his supporters 








Minghella Trade Andrews 
buys us ‘6it fiance in 

neSita nightclub row’ 



By Damian Whitworth :■ 

ANTHONY MINGHELLA, 
British director of The English 
Patient, is to bring a first 
novel by an American randier 
to the screen after a $125 
million deal for the film rights. 

Minghella, whose movie of 
Michael Ondaatje’s novel 
earned nine Oscars in March; 
will direct and write the 
screenplay of Cold Mountain, 
by Charles Frazier. United 
Artists won the bidding 
against three other studios for 
3 the rights. , . 

Cold Mountain tells of a 
Confederate soldier who flees 
the American Civil War and 
embarks era an odyssey to 
return to die woman he loves. 
The book, was reprinted seven 
times before publication date 
in America last month and 
received rave reviews. 

Frazier, in his mid-40s, 
based it cm trite tales passed 
down from his great-great¬ 
grandfather. He took three 
years to write die'.bode in 
between herding cattle at Ra¬ 
leigh. North Carolina. He has. 
has also taught at university; 
and written travel books. 7 
Carolyn Mays, Fraaer’s 
British editor at Sceptre, said - 
he was “completely over- 
_ whelmed" by the film deal 
" Cold Mountain will be pub¬ 
lished in Britain cm July 17. 


By Joanna Bale 


TRACIE ANDREWS, the 
woman accused of the road¬ 
side murder of her fiaiiofr. bit 
him on the neck and punched 
him twice in a nightclub two 
months before be died, 
Birmingham Crown Court 
was tddyesterday. 

Miss Andrews, 28.; has 
claimed that Lee Harvey, 25, 
died as a result of a road-rage 
incident. 

Steven Girling, who was ar 
Bakers nightclub in Birming¬ 
ham, said: “I just saw an 
argument It got quote heated. 

I saw Trade Andrews bite him 
on his neck on the left-hand 
side. She stormed off after that 
... He did not retaliate-” 
.Victoria Silcock, a barmaid 
at the drib, told the court that 
she had taken Mr Harvey into 
a kitehen to treat the wound to ' 
his neck. Asked by David 
Crigman, QC, for the prosecu¬ 
tion, to describe the wound, 
she said: “It was a cut in the 
shape like when you bite into 
an apple.” She then described 
how Mr Harvey returned to 
Miss Andrews, who looked 
angry with her fists clenched". 
Jt was then that Miss Andrews. 
punched him twice in the.fece. 

Asked how he reacte d, she 
said: “He didn’t. He didn’t 

re taliate ” She demonstrated a 
right hook and stud: “It wasn’t 
really hard but it was hard 


enough to make Lee flinch " 
She added: “She was shouting 
at him. She was angry that he 
was in ‘her* dub, as she said. 
She shouted: ‘Who are you 
with? I’m going to get you 
out’ ” Miss Silcock described 
how Miss Andrews “ordered” 
Mr Harvey to buy her a 
Malibu and pineapple, which 
he did. 

Earlier, PC Ian Henderson, 
erf West Midlands Police, said 
that he saw the couple in a 
scuffle in Birmingham while 
era late patrol on October 19. 
“The female was attempting to 
strike him and the male was 
attempting to placate her.” 

PC David Hind, of West 
Mercia Constabulary, was 
called with a colleague the 
next week to Miss Andrews’s 
flat, where she lived with Mr 
. Harvey. “She was quite ag¬ 
gressive towards him, almost 
provoking him at some stage.” 

Shirley Peters, a neighbour, 
said she had heard long and 
frequent rows, including one 
on the day that Mr Harvey 
had died. 

Miss Andrews denies mur¬ 
der. The trial continues. 

□ A photograph accompany¬ 
ing yesterday's report in some 

editions was not that of Lee 
Harvey, but of a man uncon¬ 
nected with the case. We 
apologise for the error. 


Hair gives 
new due 
in family 
death hunt 

By Adrian Lee 


A DNA sample taken from a 
single strand of hair found 
near the battered bodies of Lin 
and Megan Russell could 
provide a breakthrough in the 
year-long hum for their killer. 

Police confirmed yesterday 
that 20 local people had been 
DNA-tested recently after a 
scientific advance that has 
allowed DNA to be obtained 
from a hair found at the scene. 
Previously DNA could be 
taken only from hair roots dial 
were living, as weO as blood 
and semen. 

Mrs Russell, 45, and 
Megan, 6, were murdered as 
they walked through fields at 
ChUlenden. Kent Another 
daughter. Josie. now ten. sur¬ 
vived with a fractured skull. 

The development was made 
by the Forensic Science Ser¬ 
vice and disclosed by Janet 
Thompson, the organisation’s 
chief executive, to the surprise 
of the police who had kept the 
existence of the hair secret A 
force spokeswoman said: “We 
would have preferred not to 
have had it released. 0 

She added: “The 20 people 
are not suspects, as such, but 
their names are bn our system. 
We are optimistic that the new 
technique will help but it is too 
early to say what the results 
will be." 
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Actorrecalls his time as a rent boy 


FRom Giles Whittell in los angeles 


THE British actor Rupert 
Everett, on the brink of'Star- 
dom in a film opposite Julia 
■ Robert, has admitted that 
, he has .-worted in London as 
'a male prostitute- 

Mr Everett trfd US maga- 
zme that be^“W into” prosti¬ 
tution when propositioned by 

a man ontade a London 
- Underground stat ion, and 
endured rough trealmaU 
. .from homosexual efiatet* 
didn't set out to imsfc but 
Hik guy offered me such a 
massive amount of money.-- 

tsstsst Stf 


actor, who is open about his 
homosexuality, has hinted at 
a dual fife before in inter¬ 
views and a semi-autobio¬ 
graphical 1992 novel in 
winch an upper-dass briga¬ 
dier's son turns to prostitu¬ 
tion while trying to build a 
d rama career. He has never 
spoken so candidly of his 
past, however, and is taking a 
big risk with his career by 
airing his reminiscences be¬ 
fore an American film indus¬ 
try still squeamish about 
homosexuality in lead roles. 

“The first time is fine.' be 
told the magazine of his time 


as a rent boy. Then you’re 
knocked about a bit on your 
third night of work. You go 
back four days later with a 
bruise and get knodud about 
again, but you've got a knife 
so you’re OK. It becomes 
second nature.” 

Mr Everett is foe toast of 
Hollywood for his role as 
Juba Roberts’s homosexual 
friend and mentor in foe 
romantic comedy My Best 
Friend's Wedding. TriStar 
Pictures has also accepted his 
proposal to write and star in 
a film about a homosexual 
British secret agent. 


Now Compaq Deskpro - the 
UK’s Nol desktop PC’ - offers you 
even more performance, capacity and 
reliability. Because when you buy any 
of the current Deskpro models well 
double the standard memory for free! 
Prices for the Deskpro 2000 5166 start 
at just £905 + VAT (£1,063 incL VAT). 


For this you get a /jjra 
166 MHz Intel Pentium® 
processor, a monitor and ~ * 

the standard RAM doubled p 1 ° e *' 1 °" 
to 32MB. For details of your nearest 
Compaq reseller phone today on 

0990 23 24 25 
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Bombers given 35 years for 
plot to blow up power supply, 


Stewart Tendler reports 


SIX lerrorisis were each jailed 
for 35 years at the Old Bailey 
yesterday for plotting to blow 
up London's electricity supply. 
The total power failure would 
have cost the lives of patients 
and drivers at traffic lights, 
crippled businesses and taken 
months to repair. 

The IRA team was foiled 
just in time because Scotland 
Yard and MIS deployed more 
than 300 officers on a ten-day 
surveillance operation, after 
some of the known terrorists 
were spotted in London. 
Tracker devices were put on 
their cars and their "safe 
houses" were bugged. When 
officers bu rst into thei r store of 
37 rime bombs, the batteries 
were being charged ready to 
be placed at sly huge sub¬ 
stations linking the national 
grid to London and the South 
East. 

The gang was led by Gerard 
Hanratty, released from pris¬ 
on in Northern Ireland only a 
few months earlier. His team 
included Donald Gannon, one 
of the IRA's top bomb design¬ 
ers, and John Crawley, a 
former US marine. Police 
suspect that Gannon and oth¬ 
er members of the gang could 
have been involved in the 
Manchester lorry bombing 
last June. 

Passing sentence. Mr Jus¬ 
tice Scott Baker said: "You 
were reckless as to the number 
of people who might be killed 
or maimed as a consequence 
of your planned bombing. 
Those who seek to advance a 
political argument by terror¬ 
ism can expect no mercy in the 
courts of this country." 

Hanratty. 3S, Gannon. 34. 
Crawley. 40. Patrick Martin. 
35. Robert Morrow, 37. John 
Crawley, 40 and Francis 
Rafferty. 45, were each con- 



Under surveillance: 
John Crawley on film 


victed of conspiracy to cause 
explosions. After more than 
two days of deliberation, the 
jury acquitted Martin Mur¬ 
phy. 38, who had admitted in 
the 56-day trial that he was a 
member of the IRA. After his 
acquittal, he was rearrested by 
Scotland Yard's anti-terrorist 
branch and was being ques¬ 
tioned last night. 

Murphy said he had come 
to England as a courier but 
knew nothing about the explo¬ 
sives plot and said he was not 
a senior IRA member. In 1984. 
he was acquitted in Belfast of 
the murder of a deputy gover¬ 
nor at the Maze Prison. 

A businessman. Clive 
Brampton, 36, was cleared of 
helping the gang. The sen¬ 
tences are among the heaviest 
handed down by a mainland 
court in recent years to IRA 
terrorists. They are also the 
heaviest given when no bomb¬ 
ing or attack was carried out. 
As the judge passed sentence, 
there were gasps from the 
public gallery and one woman 
shouted out "You will never 
serve 35 years." 

The bombs were due to 
explode between Z15 and 
3.15am on July 22 last year. 
People would certainly have 
died either in accidents or 
because of the failure of sys¬ 
tems such as home dialysis 
machines. 

The gang rented three 
homes and a garage in south 
London to prepare for the 
attack. Although the IRA was 
using some of its most experi¬ 
enced operators, they never 
spotted the men and women 
watching them. 

In mid-July. Scotland Yard 
and Security Service control¬ 
lers derided that they could 
take no further risks and 
swooped on the plotters, even 
though there was still no sign 
of any explosive. 

When the first police burst 
into a basement at Lugard 
Road, Peckham. south Lon¬ 
don. they saw the bomb units 
lined up with their batteries 
being charged. Fearing boo¬ 
by-traps. the police retreated 
until an all-clear was given. 
John Grieve, head of the 
Yard’s anti-terrorist branch 
S013. said of the units in 
wooden boxes: They remind¬ 
ed me of a row of coffins." 

D During the operarion, 
police searched 7,000 private 
garages. One bonus was the 
discovery of £1 million-worth 
of drugs and stolen goods, 
including videos and com¬ 
puters. 




Nickell 
murder 
team to 






Donald Gannon. 34. 
Deputy head of IRA's 
ongmearing depart¬ 
ment based in Dublin.: 
ReponslHe for develo¬ 
ping and making new., 
bombs. Known -to 

surveillance teems as 
"Paradise News". 


John Crawley. 40. 
Bom In the US. Claims 
American-Wsh citizen¬ 
ship. US Marina Corp 
1975-79. Attested In 
1984 on attainder with 
arms cargo. Ten-year 
sentence. Codename 
“Another Tomorrow”. 


Gerard Hanratty, . 

A carpenter, known kr 
Bettast tor sfdf wfth 
mortars.: Abquftted fri 
1992 in'Gerrranyaf «t- 
-tack on army berradn 
but given 2n ; yess-for 
imporBng gens. Code-, 
name Tulip ■Stem’.'.. 



Under surveillance Donald Gannon. left, and Gerard Hanratty. the team leader 


Robert Marrow. 37. 
Bom In Co Louth. A 
fluent French speaker 
who posed as French¬ 
man m London. Code- 
name “Bread Board". 


Francis Rafferty, 45. Patrick .Martfay 35.. 
Skilled technician. He Living m Northern lr»- 
wouid have set up land. Would have 
bombs at two of the been a driver for two of 
sites. Codename "Ex- the bomb nre. Code- 
cess Money' 1 . .name “Crafl Fair". 


How police watched the ‘A team’ 


police team Investigating, - 
the mrirder of Radid NfCk- 
ctt stabbed m ■ 

Wimktwton - iPniwiilflB. Lon- 

don. as ifoewaBred with her 
son Aka. then aged two.w® 
begin to be dispersed in. the 
next two months, .Scotland 
"YanLsaid yesterday. 7 -•>-=■ 

)' (fhederision cocdd lead to 
JtswdvScases. A muitier ease 
agaiiisttolmStagg collapsed -" 
threatened 
their inves¬ 
tigation. Whidi, involved an 
undercover . policewoman 
who befriended him, a strata- • 
jgy criticised vby -gpe. trial 
judge.' The- 'JVk&KB,family 
and Audi* Buncombe. 
AlexS lather; tune repotted to 
be considering a c£ril action 
accusing Mr $ta|g of the 
murder. 
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Food bug hits i?'£ 


By Stewart Tendler. crime correspondent 


THE jailed IRA men were an 
"A team" handpicked by the 
Army Council from their best 
men to launch a series of 
attacks that would bring Brit¬ 
ain to its knees and force the 
Government 10 the negotiat¬ 
ing table. 

Once London's power sup¬ 
ply had been disrupted, there 
is evidence that the IRA would 
then have struck at other 
targets. When the gang were 
arrested, police found maps 
for Hereford, where the SAS is 
based, and Aldershot, home of 
the Parachute Regiment. 

The National Grid has con¬ 
tingency plans to deal with 
power failures, but during the 
trial the jury was told that 
London and many parts of the 
South East would have woken 
up to a total power failure if 
the bombers had succeeded in 
their plan to plant up to 140 
kilos of Semtex high explosive 
at the substations known as 
Amersham Main, Elstree, 
Waltham Cross. Rayleigh 
Main. West Weybridge and 
Canterbury North.The bombs 
would have smashed trans¬ 
formers that convert 400.000 
kilovolts into local power 
transmissions. 

MI5 and the .police believe 
that the IRA's Army Council 
derided to risk sending its best 
men after a series of setbacks 
last year involving several 
specially recruited “lilywfiite" 
terrorists with no criminal 
record or few Republican 
links. In February, last year 
Edward O'Brien blew himself 
up on a bus in the Aldwych on 
his way to a target. In March. 


another bomber dumped a 
device in a bin in Old 
Brampton Road, west London. 
A month later a small bomb 
blew up in The Boltons with¬ 
out damage or any obvious 
target- In April, die IRA tried 
to blow up the Hammersmith 
Bridge with the largest Semtex 
bombs seen on the mainland, 
but the bombers made a 
crucial mistake and there was 
no explosion. 

The IRA already had other, 
more capable, bombing teams 
for massive lorry bombs. One 
gang carried out the Canary 
Wharf attack that ended the 
ceasefire. A second planted the 
Manchester bomb in mid- 
June. Those teams were then 
withdrawn, and the new long¬ 
term team started to move into 
place. 

Members began to arrive in 
London last June with false 
identities and false passports, 
and took rooms in die cheap 
hotels around Paddington Sta¬ 
tion. The unit had £40.000 in 
cash to set up a network of safe 
houses and buy materials for 
the attack. 

Both police and the Security 
Service are maintaining a 
stria silence over how they 
uncovered the new IRA plan. 
However, one source suggest¬ 
ed there was an intelligence 
breakthrough. Some of the 
gang were so well-known that 
they would have been under 
constant RUC or Garda 
Siochana watch at home. 
Once they vanished, a hunt 
would have started for them. 
It is understood that several of 
the gang were spotted soon 



The bomb units: like a row of coffins, said police 


after they arrived in London 
and this prompted the initial 
investigation. 

The surveillance operation, 
codenamed Airline, was moni¬ 
tored by the Special Branch 
control room at Scotland 
Yard. The statements cm the 
surveillance that were given to 
the jury amounted to 14.000 
pages. 

ft)lice believe that the men 
were to be supplied with 
devices and material from an 
IRA bomb factory set up in 
Clonaslee. Co Laois. Hidden 
in a bunker, an IRA engineer¬ 
ing team was busy putting 


together new designs for mor¬ 
tars and time bombs. 

One of the bomb designs 
from the factory was to be 
used by the A. team for the 
attack on the substations, and 
Donald Gannon probably 
helped to perfect the device. 
According to Gerard 
Hanratty, who built the cas¬ 
ings for the bombs in a 
London hideout several of the 
gang had practised attacks on 
substations in the Irish 
Republic. 

By early July, the team had 
rented homes and and bought 
three cars. Nothing was left to 


chance. Each of the cars was 
serviced, and equipped with 
breakdown equipment 
Gannon even visited a pub¬ 
lic library in Battersea and 
checked the details of the 
substations in an electrical 
industry handbook. He slip¬ 
ped a page showing the nat¬ 
ional network into his pocket 
before he left Surveillance 
police took the book fo finger-, 
print experts for possible use 
in court 

The closed-circuit televisibn 
systems used in many high' 
streets and railway-stations 
• were also checked for film that 
could be used to trace the 
men's movements for court 
The bomb units were built 
with 100-hour central heating 
timers and set up in' the 
basement of a house rented in 
Uigard Road, Peckham, south 
London. That was as far as 
they got before the police raid 
on July 15. V 
Commander; John Grieve.' 
head of the . anttaerrorisl 
branch, said:. They are the 
most dangerous men ever 'to 
„ oome together in one place. 
These are lang^fam dedicated 
members of melRA-Tbey are 
the most sophisticated team 
; we have ever.seen." •_ 

.. •. The mission washased on a 
secret IRAwarplankhownas 
the “S plan", agreed -fay foe- 
terrorist inner council in 1939. 
It was for an extensive sabo^ 
tage programme to disnipt 
economic file by blasting pow¬ 
er supplies, railways and foe 
London Underground. At¬ 
tempts at parts of foe plan 
have been earned out over of 
foe years, but foe A team's was 
the most ambitious. 


Seventeen people in St Bob- . 
wells, in the Borders, have' 
symptoms of salmonella food 
poisoning after eating ham-, 
salad and qmcheata bowting, 
dub on -Friday. George' 
Millers a village butcher, has 
voluntarily removed cooked 
meat products from . his 
shelves during investigations. 




Boy hanged 


t/j. 


A 12 -year-old boy hanged 
hmwtf In his' bedroom, to 
which he is thought to have 
been banished fay his parents 
for misbehaving. Police-said 
that.despiie the efforts of fan? 
father to resuscitate fan*. 
Ashley Moran, from Eedes, 
Manchester, died on Tuesday 
in hospitaL 

Butterfly rescue . 





Lepidopterists trying to save 
the large blue butterfly hope 
to establish ten selfeastain- 
ing colonies by 2005. The 
large bine became extinct in 
1979 but specimens have been 
imported. They need habitats 
. ridi In thyme, on which eggs 
are laid, and zed ant grate 
for tfaecaterpiDars’food. 


tip-:. " 

V 

:> - 

<r± 

*■**#*• ■ ■ . 




■ ■- ■—"r— 




“ * * _ r " * c- —^ 


* ■/"J-. Vw. • y 






£441,000 Rubens 




■■ „r,»- 


Atong-fostRubens drawing 
which was expected to fetch 
up to . £70,000 was sold for 
E4V300-atrSothcby’&: The 
Assumption of the Virgin, 
belonging, to foe Earl of. 
Warwick, was found fay two' 
of the. saleroom's experts in 
America, where the Ttfr Eari 
was an actor in the 1930s. 


fr 


Fewer tourists 



Loud applause for 
girl’s muted success 


By Paul Wilkinson 


VICTORIA ALDERTON has 
come to foe aid of everyone whose 
child is in the school brass 
band. The teenager has invented 
a muffler for her French horn. 

She plugs the device into the 
horn, virtually eliminating the 
sound audible to others. She 
can still hear her playing as a mi¬ 
crophone set inside foe mute 
relays the sound to headphones. 

Victoria. 15. of Scarborough, 
North Yorkshire, practises the 
horn for up to three hours a 
night from 5pm. Her mother Jane 
said yesterday: “We live in an 
end-of-terrace house and the 
noise does tend to travel. You 
used to hear her playing down 
the street The neighbours 


have been terrific. No one ever 
made a complaint but Victoria 
felt quite self-conscious. She 
also has three sisters and a broth¬ 
er who are in bed by 8pm so 
she can now practise until later if 
she needs to." 

Victoria, who has just sat 
her GCSEs at Rainclifle School 
and hopes to become a design 
engineer, invented the gadget at 
a cost of £10. as part of her 
ccrurscwork in design and tech¬ 
nology. It won a prize in a 
county technology competition. 
Christine Bates, head of music 
at Victoria's school, said that it 
was hoped more would be 
made so that students could prac¬ 
tise in the same room. 



Leukaemia sister’s 


aid may be in vain 


The number of tourists visit ¬ 
ing Britain fell I per cent to 
6-5 tmlHou -in the -three 
months .from February to 
April, compared with the 
previous three months, the 
Office of National Statistics 
reported. However, the num¬ 
ber of North American visi^ 
tors rose 18 per cent' \~ 
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By RussellJenkins 


Costly choice 


Victoria Alderton's horn mute came second in a technology contest 


A WOMAN suffering from leukae¬ 
mia. who pleaded with her es¬ 
tranged sister to overcome her 
phobia of hospitals to donate bone 
marrow for a life-saving operation, 
has been told that she is not a 
perfect match. 

In April, doctors told Angela 
Latham. 34. from Blackpool, that 
her sister, Susan Squires, 39, 
offered her the only lifeline as she 
was the perfect match out of four 
million people tested worldwide. 

Mrs Latham, a mother of two 
young children, has now been told 
that her sister is only a partial 
match, which reduces foe chances 
of an operation being successful. 

Mrs Latham said: "I had been 
on pins the whole time waiting for 


the test results and then foe letter 
arrived. I still can’t believe it as l 
was convinced there was a chance. 
Originally I was told by* foe 
doctors she was a perfect match. 
She was a lifeline. 

"I am still hoping it can go 
ahead. It depends on how much 
the blood reacts_vyhen it is put. 
together. The doctors are still 
hoping it can go ahead. Until I see 
a specialist I am keeping my chin 
up as best I can. It is a case of just 
wait and see." 

The episode has healed the rift 
between the two sisters, v&ho live 
on the same estate but had scarcely 
spoken for two years. Mrs Latham 
said they were now back together 
as before. •• • *. 


Waitrose was the most popu¬ 
lar among the nine-biggest 
supermarket chains, despite 
being foemost expensive, lira 
survey of Gtmsuxners’ Aawd- 
atipn members for Which? 
The Co-op, Kwflt Save and 
Somerfidd . were the least 
popular. . Asda. and . Kwik 
Save were cheapest •• 
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1930s car dug up 


A .man has found, a car., 
buried in his. front garden: 
John Jones, of Poole, Dorset,' 
believes^foat the 1930s Ford 
Sedan was used as a wartime 
air raid shelter. Ford said 
that it would be inte r es te d in 
displaying the car nn ‘ its 
heritage museum.' 


Not buying Dell? No more excuses 


DELL DIMENSION™ XPS H233 

•INTEL PEimUM® II PROCESSOR 233MHZ 

• 3ZMB EDO RAM 
•512KB INTERNAL CACHE 

• 3.2GB EIDE HARD DRIVE 

• NEW STB NI7R0 3D &X 64-BIT PCI GRAPHICS CARD 
WITH 4MB EDO VIDEO MEMORY 

• 15‘COLOUR 5VGA MONITOR 113.7 S'VIEWABLE AREA I 

• 3 Pa 2 ISA AND 1PCI/ISA SHARED EXPANSION SLOTS 
•12/24X CD-ROM DRIVE 

• INTEGRATED 16 -BIT SOUND 

• MID-SIZED DE5KT0P CHASSIS 

• MICROSOFT® OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 


FREE SPEAKERS 
FOR FIRST 
250 ORDERS 


y wr' Now is your chance. We re giving away, the Dell Dimension XPS H233 

imS) incorporating the most advanced Pentium® II processor— far- -the 

unbelievably low price of £1.299 (£1,555.70 inc del. & VAT). Arid to 

Pentium*]! , ' 

. give you no further excuses there s a free set of speakers* for the first 




250 customer orders. All from the world's 


£1,299 (£1,555.70) 

V -incl. delivery a VAT / 



largest direct PC manufacturer.** Visit our 


website or call us today. 


~$MHr IS( Hkx UmcKYTC 



LATEST TECHNOLOGY PENTIUM® II 
PROCESSOR BASED SYSTEM 


CKT ONLINE TO THE NUMBER ONI 

01344 714688 

BETWni SAM AH1 SMI WHXBAYS, MAM TO U| JAT 

Visit: www.d8il.com/vk 
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If you’re oveT 60 you’ve probably benefited from tax Telief on 
your healthcare premiums. That changed after yesterday’s 
Budget and you'll soon start paying up to 30% more. But to 
find out how you won’t have to, no matter who your policy’s 
with, call the Norwich Union Healthcare Tax Relief Helpline 
now. By helping you choose the right policy out experienced 
consultants can organise essential healthcare cover without 
any increase in youT premium. Everything can be arranged in 
one call so you need neveT be without coveT. Talk to us now. 


The Healthcare !mi M 

Quote Ref: ACAP12 
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When a 

building is described as 

a toilet, it isn't 
necessarily derogatory. 


A public convenience isn't usually 
the kind of place where one would 
stand and marvel at the finer points 
of architectural design. 

But if you happen to be caught 
short in Westbourne Grove in London, 
you'll be relieved to find just such an 
establishment. 


As you can see from our picture, ■ 

this is no bog-standard loo. vV.v 

^ 1M ^ V •' . . 

It consists of a structural steel ^ 

frame, a cantilevered polyvinyl roof 
and a triangular plinth of turquoise- v.-... 






green glazed bricks. 
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The building owes its existence 
to a local residents group called the : •• 

Pembridge Association. • '•' : ' 

For twenty years, there had been $p : -. 

a “temporary” Portakabin-style loo on 

the Site. •. • :> . \ v. * - 
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Then in 1990, the local council 


and the building completed in 1993. 

At English Heritage, we Can only 
applaud the Association’s tenacity and 
perseverance. 

No building,- hpwever functional, 
need be badly designed. ~ 

Jt may surprise you to learn that 
more than eighty public conveniences 
around the country are listed buildings. 

Indeed, some listed buildings aren’t 
even buildings. 

Notable examples of England's 
architectural heritage include drinking 
fountains, horse troughs, bus shelters, 
telephone boxes, lamp standards, even 
the occasional park bench. : 

In their own way, they're as Worthy 
of recognition as the nation's wealth of 
castles, palaces and country mansions. 

As the eminent designer Margaret 
Macdonald Mackintosh once said: “The 


announced its proposals for a permanent to come up with an alternative plan, with design of a pepper pot is as important as the 


replacement. 


the proviso that it had to be within the conception of a cathedral. 


Having seen the rather disappointing council’s original budget. 


And what's true of pepper pots is true of 


plans drawn up by the borough engineer. 


After two years of negotiation and chamber pots* 


the Pembridge Assocation decided to take persuasion (and an injection of £10,000 


matters into their own hands. 


of the Pembridge Association’s own money), 
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They instructed architect Piers Gough the plan was finally approved by the council E N GL I S H H 


TOR MORE INFORMATION WRITE TO CUSTOMER SERVICES. ENGLISH HERITAGE. 429 OXFORD STREET, LON DON ‘W 1 R - -2H 6’.' OR CALL 01.71 973 34J-4.-’T 
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AN EAGLEowliasWdedat 
St Paid'S Cathedral— attract¬ 
ed ty ihe pfemifol supply sf 
pigeons and the diff-likr crcv- 
>s ofSir Qirisfopher Wren’s 
masterpiece,- 

Perched between the colon¬ 
nade^ belo^. %■ cathedral's 
distiitttive ^xjne -gaileiy, bell 
and lantern, Ae ogrf Is keeping 
watch, over London by day aria 
helping ■ to keep the pigeon 
population under control bv 
night:;.j-t. .. 

The awl-proved elusive yes¬ 
terday but has been seen and 
photographed by members of 
the cathedral's works depart¬ 
ment It is. thought. to have 
escaped from captivity.! 

Mike Dove.' 31, a stanenrt.; 
son, was the first to encounter 
the bird'about 'A 1 TQonth ago, ' 
and since then Ihe-draftsmen, 
'^storing the Portland stone 
exteriorhave staredin amaze-... 
ment at the tufty-eared crea¬ 
ture. which ' gazes • back 
steadily for minutes at a time. 

Then,leavii«T)diindthe; 
remains- of its least from the 
night before — hits of.far arid 
bone—the bird spreads its 5ft 
wings and soars down, then 
up, alighting on the befi tower 
at the east-end of the cathe¬ 
dral. It disappears into the ’ 
tower, accessible to'Jlxanatf-- 
beings only by ladder, accom¬ 
panied by cacbphohous 
screeching;;.from the; lesser 

It is thou^it .that.the owl 
maybe nesting in the bell 
tower. There is already a- 
family of kestrels .thriving in 
>Sie dock tower. . 

* Yesterday I stood between, 
the colonnades, toying dimbv 
ed 300 steps above the- 
Whispering Galleiy,- hoping : 
for a glimpse of die owl,-butit" 
had flown. Hanging from die 
ledges were pieces of for that 
might once have belonged to : 
mice, and vast rivers of bird 
droppings, but no: owL Mr . 




Ruth Gledhitt'dimbed 
}OCft in search of a rare visitor 
to Britain which has proved 
content to confine its, 
sigfitseemg to StPauts 


Dove 


how ^ first 

thal the cathedral 

an Aacfoal vista' Tt 

. wsa^ '■tijapSamount df -lard. 
; droppiMpr loaning down. It. 
was ^e&ratdy not a pigeon.* - 
Hethoafcfatihai it mi ght be 

- a seagufl. and resolved bo take 

: adogerlbok. While looking up • 
frbm.a narrow ledge, h&gazc 
was met by an equally J»)d ; 
1 stare from the biri*T swore; 

: It wa? massive," heua&CT- 
- 7ft .was. up iberci^voy. 
morrangrAs soon as we went 
up, it us-three to 

four-'‘nimotes -taring/at it.. 
Then it mhukltake off; sweep 

- down ant£fly up to die bell 
tower. All die birds, around - 
would go mad.” 

Down bdow. the men from 
the works department , weir 
debating , file binTs rizfc "It 
was this ■, hag," they-said, 
stretehmg arms as wide as 
day amid go.“ft was 18inches 
high." said one. "More.'fike 
. tit-” said another. ’TtVgaf a 
. little band m its leg, a jess,"he 
aidded. ”We. think' ifS come 
here because there is plenty of 
food. Put it this way: there are 
no pigeons an the colonnades 

now-* 1 

. Owls, file archetypal preda¬ 
tors of file night were consid¬ 
ered a symbol of wisdom in 
dasrical Greece. Athens was. 
overrun with owls. In Rome, 
however, they were said to 

- foretell death, and were.said to 
hive appeared at.the death-, 
beds ofseveralemperors. . 

- Prinntrve surieties have-be- 
: Eeved that ovris r embody the 
spirits of the dead, and pre- 


; Christian .pagans in Britain 
befewed that they were corpse 
birds from tteunderworki. In 

medieval Europe, the birds 

were associa t ed-, with the 
Devil. 

... In some countries, owls are 
fbutd because they are be¬ 
lieved to possess foe ability to 
carry off souls. In Japan,' 
however, they are considered 
symbols of jgxidness and are 
thought to bring good luck. 

;. According to -Christian 
legend, Christ once asked for a 
cake in a bakers shop, but the 
baker's daughter gave him 
half what hr paid for. As 
ppiadanem. she was trans¬ 
formed Into an owL 


The eagle owl at rest yesterday. The population of pigeons around St Paul’s Cathedral has declined noticeably since the predator's arrival 


The owTs perch, carded, at the cathedral yesterday 


THE FUGITIVE FROM CAPTIVITY 


Ornithologists identified the unusual avian visitor as * 
Eurasiancage owl; the biggest of die owl family with a 
wingspan of up to 5ft.lt has not been native to Britain since 
the last Ice Age (MkhaeLHorm b y wr i tes). Mike Everest, 
of the Royal Society for the Protection; of Birds, said: 
“There are iwluichracsampl« of wild eagle owfe crossing: 
the Channel. so tins must be a fugitive fromcaptivity. Urey 
are popular with zoos and ftfeoniy.toqiere." 

The eagle owl Bubo bubo, hi found across continental 
Europe and Asia, from tire Arctic to soothera China- In 
Europe it is typically associated whh forested rocky 
outcrops, diffs and ravine* Elsewhere ks habitat 
includes dense forests, mountains up to 13,000ft and 
deserts. The bird has a wide, range of prey, and there is 
one report of an eagle owl taking a roe deer. 

Ashley Smith, director of the Hawk Conservamy at 
i Andover. Hampshire, said the bird should be caught. 

f “Escapers generally do not fore weiL" 


Robots on 
the trail 
of cereal 
killer 

ByNJCKNUTTAIX 

ROBOTS are being developed 
to hunt and destroy slugs m 
fields of crops. . . 

Chris Melhuish. of the 
University of the West of 
England, in Bristol .said the 
robots urould vacuum-or pick 
up the slugs before putting 
them in a digester where they, 
would be fermented: The re¬ 
sulting methane gas would be 
used to recharge the robot's- 


Saturday in 
THE TIMES 


Keseaiuiu. are keen, to 
ensure that the machines do 
■pot also IdU .snafls. T he robo t 
may incorporate an electronic 
eye to scan .file shape of.the 
.prey to make sure his a slug. 

. Farmers spend ElOmflliwi' 
a year on slug'pellets. who* 
dtemicals can barm focrbirds 

nnd animals . that feed, on 

• ^Orten Holland, .the project 
leader, said in-New Saenhst: 

“Wearenyrngtofindoutuit 

js possible to'TjuBd a. robot 
system fia 1 needs no human 
foterventfoDk". The rara™' 
ere. who-have secured a 
ffih-hoQ government .grant, 

. hope, .to- have -a 


<.oii up ro»- the special edition Carina t Si. With a 
jrique !.S litre lean corn engine (tha.t doesn't 
icg petrol), a host of creature comforts and a really 
harp price, it's bound to send a tingle down 
he spines of a’l new car buyers. So hedge your bets 
no r..T over to your nearest Toyota dealer 
r.v :a l! CoCC 777 SS5 s c r-'o-e -formaoc" V.e 
-sc :: »oj. i-:c : ot; or roao th.s summer 
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EU accuses Britain 
of illegal beef sales 


By Michael Hornsby, agriculture correspondent 


BRITAIN is facing (he, threat 
of legal action for violating the 
worldwide ban on the export 

of beef imposed by the Euro¬ 
pean Union 15 months ago 
after the disclosure that "mad 
cow" disease might have 
passed to humans. 

The European Commission 
said yesterday that an Ell 
inspection team, which had 
just returned from Britain, 
had "confirmed suspicions" 
that British beef had been 
fraudulently exported ro coun¬ 
tries inside and outside the 
Union. 

A European Commission 
spokesman said in Brussels 
that Emma Bonino. the Com¬ 
missioner responsible for con¬ 
sumer affairs, had sent a copy 
of the team’s report to Jack 
Cunningham, the Minister of 
Agriculture. 

'The spokesman said Signo¬ 
ra Bonino had told Dr Cun¬ 
ningham that British checking 
mechanisms were "obviously 
inadequate", but the Commis¬ 
sion refused to say where the 
smuggling was taking place. 


how long it had been going on 
or much beef'was involved. 

To reveal such information, 
the Commission said, would 
prejudice investigations now 
under way in EU member 
states to which British beef 
had been illegally shipped. It 
added: “The Commission is 
examining whether the evi¬ 
dent inefficiency of controls 



Bonino: criticises 
checking mechanism 


should result in infringement 
proceedings." 

The statemenr. jointly 
signed by Signora Bonino 
with Franz Fischler. the Farm 
Commissioner, and Anita 
Grad in. who is in charge of 
anti-fraud policy, urged all 
EU member states to tighten 
controls on beef imports. 

Commission sources said 
the statement was intended to 
head off any allegations of a 
cover-up. However, for legal 
reasons no details of the 
investigations could be re¬ 
vealed at this stage. 

In a separate move, the 
European Parliament's Social¬ 
ist group claimed that 700 
tonnes of British beef had been 
illegally exported by a com¬ 
pany in Belgium under a 
Belgian label to Russia. Egypt 
and Bosnia as well as to Spain 
and France. 

Dagmar Roth-Behrendu a 
German Socialist who heads a 
parliamentary committee 
monitoring BSE. praised the 
Commission for disclosing the 
fraud. "Those who tried to get 


round the ban and deliberate¬ 
ly endanger the health of 
consumers axe guilty of a 
despicable criminal act", she 
said. 

In Paris, the French satirical 
weekly. Le Canard Enchaine, 
reported that Interpol had 
begun an inquiry into illegal 
exports of British beef via 
Northern Ireland. It quoted an 
Interpol telex as saying that 
"British soldiers were in¬ 
volved to a major degree" in 
the trade. 

in London, the Ministry of 
Agriculture said: “We are 
aware of the allegations and 
we are co-operating with the 
Commission in investigating 
them. Action will be taken if 
any evidence is found of illegal 
trade". 

The National Farmers’ 
Union said: “We condemn 
lawbreaking which could un¬ 
dermine consumer and pro¬ 
ducer confidence, but we find 
it astonishing that the Com¬ 
mission is prepared to make 
such allegations without pro¬ 
viding detailed evidence." 
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A barrage is put around the Diamond Grace supertanker to contain leaking ofl 

Japanese 






Persil Liquid 

Bio/Non-Bio/Colour 
I Litre £2.29 Each 


Get 2nd Half Price 



&35 


Whitworths 
Breakfast 
Booster 250g 


99p 




Red Delicious Apples 

(Loose Per lb) 


J&lT 


SAVE 20p 
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SAVE 36p 


Budgens Luxury Toilet 
Tissue (Alt Varieties) 4 Pack 


£1.35 




SAVE 37p 


Budgens 
Unsmoked Dutch 
Back Bacon 
Rashers 250g 




SAVE 20p 


WITH THE 
BEST VALUE FOR 
3 MILES, YOUR 
MONEY GOES 
FURTHER, NOT YOU. 






Ski Fruit Split 1 

Low Fat Yogurt 

Strawbeny/BIackcurrant/ 
Raspberry & Blackberry I75g 


29p 


Budgens Light Yogurts 

Tbffee/Peach/Strawberry 200g 


j&fEsam 29 P 
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If you can purchase an equivalent product of 
the same quality on this advertisement for less locally 
we will refund double the difference. No arguments.* 

These are just a selection of the 125 products 
you’ll find an special offer in Budgens at any one time, 
throughout the year. 




Mr Kipling Strawberry 
Sundaes 5 Pack 


Milkshake Syrup - 
Shakemaker 
Banana/Strawberry Flavour 
225g £1.89 Each 






SAVE 40p 


Budgens Fresh Pork 
& Leek Sausages 
8 Norma!/4 Jumbo 454g 






Get 2nd Free 

Hovis Luxury Scones 


4 Pack 


Sheba Cat Food (All Varieties) 
lOOg 48p Each 


Buy Any 3 
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SAVE J6p 



Chicago Town Supreme 
Family Pizza 65Qg 


£3dS £1.99 


Get 4th Free 


Robinsons Fruit 
& Barley Drink + 
Orange/Summer 
Froits/Blackcurrani/Peach 
(Excluding Barley Water) I Litre 
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Budgens White 
Finger Rolls 6 Pack 


49d 


Carbonefl Extra Virgin 
Olive Oil 500ml 




OUVE 00. ISOM 


£1.99 I 

Budgens 
Sliced Beetroot 71 Og 


jB6{rUQ 59 P 



Carling Black Label 

12 x 500ml Cans Rack 


i»99 


SAVE £2.00 


£7.99 



Budweiser Beer 
18 x 330ml Pack 



SAVE 61 p 


£1.89 


Caffrey’s Irish Ale 
4 x 440ml Cans Pack 
£4.99 Each 


Get a packet of 
Phileas Fqgg TortSJa 
Chips Authentic or 
Thankfully Cod 
FREE (Save £1.19) 




Phileas Fogg Tortilla Chips 

Authentic I5Qg/ 

Thankfully Cool I25g £1.19 Each 


Budgens Vin de Table 
Wine Red/White 1 Litre 

KS9ESH0T£i99l 



WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES FURTHER. NOT YOU. 



5 U D G £ 5 :• J A ■- : T v 


VALID 1.7,97-16^-97. 
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From Edwin Karmiol 
in TOYKO 

JAPAN declared a national 
disaster yesterday after a 
147,000-tonne supertanker 
went aground in Tokyo Bay. 
causing the worst oil spin in 
its coastal waters. 

More than 100 ships were 
mobilised tp tackle the slide, 
which by laie evening covered 
26b sq miles, roughly doable 
its size in the afternoon. The 
spill had leaked from the 
Panamanian-registered Dia¬ 
mond Grace, which struck a 
reef four miles off Yokohama 
yesterday morning. 

Ryu taro Hasbimota the 
Prime Minister, called , on 
police, coastguards, local gov¬ 
ernments and the Japanese 
and US Armed Forces to help 
in the dean-up. The. fast 
response came after severe 
criticism of the way that an oD 
spill bn the Japanese west 
coast in Januaiy had been 
handled. 

The tanker’s two ruptured 
oil storage holds leaked about 
13,400 tonnes of her 257,000- 
tonne cargo. Divers averted a 
greater disaster by sealing her 
fractured hull, but it was 
feared oD would reach the 
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THERE'S KO WEED TO MISS OUT ON- 
HE INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS 
BACK HOME. 

A. T4 Because for July Atr,. 5th and F,tf\ y.-eTfe : 
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Careful balancing act has shared responsibility for strong economy between City and high street 


Consumers are spared 
by Capability Brown 


WELL done. Gordon. This was the 
phrase that kept running through 
my head as I watched the new 
Chancellor present the most mod- 
erate, articulately presented and 
well-intentioned Budget in living 
memory. 

Of course. Budgets which are 
celebrated in haste are usually 
repented at leisure. Once the pound 
soars above its old ERM central 
parity of DM2.95. as it almost 
certainly, will after this Budget, 
there will be plenty of people in the 
City and in manufacturing indus¬ 
try who will find fault with Mr 
Brown. 

They will accuse him of having 
failed to rein in consumer demand, 
thereby forcing the Bank of Eng¬ 
land to raise interest rates aid 
pushing the rampant pound even 
higher. But such criticism of Mr. 
Brown is misplaced, at least from 
poeple who supported his fateful - 
derision to give independence to , 
the Bank. 

An upsurge in the pound became 
more or less inevitable as soon as- 
the Chancellor handed control of.- 
interest rates and the cuhericy to 
the Bank. Given the constraint 
which the Chancellor thereby ac¬ 
cepted on his ability to influence 
day-today economic conditions, - 
yesterday's Budget struck about as 
good a balance as.could have been 
expected between sustaining eco- ■ 
nomic-growth and avoiding infla- 
lionary overheating. \. 

The burden of disinflation policy 
will fall again, on the export and 
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manufacturing sector. But at least 
the businesses hit by higher inter¬ 
est rates and sterling will not have 
to face a tax-induced slump in 
domestic consumption at the same 
time. 

The danger of such a triple 
whammy was fire point missed by 
Mr Brown's critics. Given that Mr 
Brown could . do nothing much 
about the strength of sterling, be 
was wise not to add even more 
pressures on industry and employ¬ 
ment by piling on too many new 
consumer taxes and thereby crush¬ 
ing demand. 

Mr Brown could easily have hit 
consumers much harder, without 
adding much to the Budget's 
political costs. Having derided to 
defy the- housing lobby by trim¬ 
ming mortgage interest relief, he 
could have abolished it instead, 
raising .. .an . extra ..£2 bil¬ 
lion. 

He could have increased -the 


excise duties on petrol and tobacco 
by much more than I per cent 
without provoking a single squeal. 
The fact that he derided not 10 
suggests that he is serious about 
sustaining economic recovery and 
reducing unemployment, as well as 
controlling inflation. 

This was the big surprise of the 
Budget. A puritanical Chancellor 
who seemed willing to pander ro 
die City’s every whim left consum¬ 
ers more or less unscathed and 
dipped instead into pension funds 
and corporate treasuries. But by 
giving back through lower corpora¬ 
tion tax roughly half the proceeds 
of bis raid on the pension 
funds, he should haw left 
the business community quietly 
content. 

The upshot of all his efforts is a 
convincing plan for long-term fi¬ 
nancial stability and a gradual 
slowdown in consumption and 
economic growth, largely at the 
expense of a modest deterioration 
in the balance of payments. Hitting 
- exports may not seem the ideal way 
of protecting an economy from 
inflationary overheating, but it is 
the surest way available and the 
one almost invariably employed by 
countries with independent central 
banks. 

Working within this difficult 
macroeconomic framework. Mr 
Brown was careful to craft his 
individual measures, so as to 
minimise the long-term damage 
from what he hopes will be only a 
shorMerm setback for exporters 


and manufacturers. He has also set 
out a coherent, if not yet entirel) 
convincing, long-term programme 
to improve the structure of the 
economy and perhaps eventually 
make the country less reliant on 
low labour costs and a cheap 
pound. 

His cut in corporation tax and 
the new investment allowances for 
small companies, for example, wii! 
perhaps encourage companies to 
invest despite the squeeze on their 
profits. 

His reforms to the welfare state 
and improvements in training 
should increase the effective supply 
and perhaps the quality of labour, 
making it more attractive for 
companies to continue employing 
workers even with a strong 
pound. 

This Budget and the “long- 
termist" philosophy it manifesto] 
are unlikely to achieve the high- 
flown objectives Mr Brown an¬ 
nounced in his mercifully succinct 
economic preamble. It will not 
prevent boom-bust cycles, trans¬ 
form the investment climate, trans¬ 
form work incentives or abolish 
long-term unemployment. But then 
no single progra mme or series of 
programmes could possibly have 
done that. 

This Budget will at least make a 
useful stan towards all Labour's 
social and structural objectives — 
and even on the issue of booms and 
busts, Mr Brown has at least 
avoided making the situation much 
worse. 
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“The Chancellor presented the most articulate and well-intentioned Budget in living memory" 


are bowled over by 
or’s £2.3bn largesse 
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By John O’Leary 

EDUCATION EDITOR 

EDUCATION-was the . sur¬ 
prise winner in the Budget, 
securing an extra E23 billion 
for schools at a time-when 
other public .services have - 
been denied their annual 
spending negotiations. . 

Local education authorities 
will be given an extra El bil¬ 
lion to spend on schools next 
year to stave off likely teacher 
redundancies and .improve 
stocks of books and equip¬ 
ment- A further £1.3 billion 
over the next five years will 
help meet a backlog in school 
repairs and maintenance. •• 

The spending boost allowed 
the Chancellor to claim he was 
living . up to Tony Blair's 
promise to make education the 
Government’s top priority. 
His initiative came as David 
Blunkett, the Education and 
Employment Secretary, pre¬ 
pared to launch his main drive 
to improve standards in a 
White Paper next week. 

Mr Blunkett said: “This is a 
huge and welcome boost for 
the education crusade. The 
extra money to repair run- 
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down schools and drive up 
standards is an essential part 
of die Governments pro¬ 
gramme to prepare young¬ 
sters for the 21st century." 

Local government and 
teachers’ leaders, who had 
expected another year of aus¬ 
terity, welcomed the news. 

- The Local Government As¬ 
sociation, which last week, 
estimated that an exfra E900 
million' was needed to main¬ 
tain current spending levels in 
English schools, could barely 
disguise its surprise at receiv¬ 
ing almost everything it asked 
for. England will take £835 
million of the £1 billion re¬ 
moved from tile Government’s 
contigency reserve, the rest 
going to schools m Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Graham Lane, the associa¬ 
tion’s education chairman, 
said local authorities would be 
delighted. “There is no need 
now for any increase in class 
sizes because we can afford 
new teachers to meet rising 
rolls, so we can get on with the 
task of raising standards.” 


- The Chancellor said the 
extra £13 billion capital fund¬ 
ing for schools, which will 
come from proceeds of the 
windfall tax. would go to¬ 
wards the modernisation of 
schools as well as tackling the 
backlog of repain. Local au¬ 
thorities would be expected to 
enter partnerships with the 
private sector to augment the 
new money. 

He said his capital alloca¬ 
tion was worth almost £150 for 
every pupil, and would pro¬ 
vide “bright, modem class¬ 
rooms" for the 21st century. 
More than one million pupils 
study in classrooms built be¬ 
fore the First World War. 

Although the full cost of 
repairs has been put at more 
than £3 million, the settlement 
will allow the most urgent 
repairs to be completed. 

Colleges and universities 
will not benefit from the 
largesse, but Mr Brown did 
find £5 million to bunch his 
promised University for In¬ 
dustry to provide education 
and training in the workplace. 


David Hart, general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Head Teachers, said schools 
would now ride out the cur¬ 
rent year in the knowledge 
that they would no longer face 
a “catastrophe" in 1998. 
“There should now be a real 
chance to invest in books and 
equipment, as well as revers¬ 
ing the deterioration in class 
sizes." 

Doug McAvoy. general sec¬ 
retary of the National Union 
of Teachers, said the money 
would be welcomed by every 
parent, pupil and teacher. 

The riming of next week's 
Schools White Paper appears 
to have worked in Mr Blunk- 
en’s favour in his negotiations 
with ihe Treasury. Ministers 
were anxious not to be accused 
of starving teachers of re¬ 
sources at the moment when 
they were demanding im¬ 
proved performance. 

Mr Blunkett said: This 
package represents a flying 
start to meeting the Govern¬ 
ment’s manifesto commitment 
to raise the proportion of 
national income spent on edu¬ 
cation over the course of a five- 
year Parliament" 
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{. Feared winter hospital crisis 
it averted by £1.2bn surprise 


...with Britain's only 
money back credit card 


The new Alliance & Leicester Credit Card gives 
you money back on every purchase, even- year! 
There’s no other card quite like it in 
the U.K. todav! 


By Ian Murray 
M EDICAL correspondent 

FRANK DOBSON was unexpededly 
given £13 billion next April to ran the 
health service, enabling doctors to 
breathe a sigh of relief that a threatened 

winter crisis eouid be averted. 

The Chancellor also announced mat 
NHS trusts would be strongly encour¬ 
aged to claim back from insurance 
companies .the cost of treating motor 
accident victims, up to a maxnnutn ot. 
£3,300 per patient This could be wortii 
up to £440 million a year tor theNHS. 

“ ..... . .1_luran.1 MV 


- - . companies the cost ot treating 

accident victims, np to a maxnnutn ot 
£3,300 per patient This amldbe worth 
up to £440 million a year for ttorNHS. 
Hospital trusts are already legally per- 
f ■ mitted to reclaim bade the costs of caring 

V for victims’of road accidents, but fewer 
than half do so. . ' JS - 




than half do SO. -. \ . Hie _ 

The Health Secretaiy had not dis¬ 
posed that he was horrified to discover 
’ the terrible state of the senna* finances 
when he took office, and he was afready 
facing up to the fact’that waiting lists 
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would grow and emergency treatment 
alone would be possible in hospitals this 
winter. 

“Tins is a recognition of our distress 
call," Sandy Macara. chairman of the 
Brtiish Medical Association said. “It is a 
pleasant surprise that we have got some 
real extra money. The wony is that we 
won’t get it until next year. There is no 
way we can get through the crisis this 
winter unles we can draw in advance on 
the cheque. 

“But this is a dramatic turn around oy 
a Chancellor who originally said there 
was no more money. We hope this is just 
the first instalment of the £1 billion a year 

we need over the next five years m order 

to solve the health service’s financial 
problems and bring it up to date." 

The NHS ended the last financial year 

£200 million in debt and this is expected 


to grow to £750 million by the end of this 
financial year. 

Dr Macara said he hoped (hat the 
Government would consider handing 
over die extra money raised by the 
tobacco tax to the health service, which 
spends £600 million a year treating 
people for smoking-related diseases. He 
also laid claim to the £140 million the 
Government expects to save from with¬ 
drawing tax relief for those aged over 60 
on private health insurance schemes. 
“We think it would be logical for it to go 
to health because we will need it to treat 
the elderly people who are at the margins 
and will not be able to go on paying for 
private care without this relief." fie said. 

In a statement Mr Dobson said the 
extra cash was evidence that the Govern¬ 
ment saw health care as a priority. The 
money would more than double the 
amount that was planned and should 
give tiie service ample time to plan, he 
said. 


Make more of your 
budget, apply today 

SCALL FREE 

0500 83 83 83 


Just look at aj] the advantages you enjoy: 

I money back on every purchase, every year 

I double money back of up to 2% in 1997 ^ 0N|= 

I low interest rate of 17.9% APR 
112.9% APR on transferred balances* 
until they are repaid 

I no annua! fee - unlike many other J*" . M ___ "j 

J I YES - please send my FREE Information Pack on the new 

Credit cards I Alliance fit Leicester money back credit card. I 

I up to 46 days interest-free credit j MriMnMgflfe fagae _ surname _| 

I free Purchase Protection I Afiibm i 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


ftMcude _ Date of Birth 

TeL No. ign.5fPiafei _ 

Post to: Alliance 6c Leicester Credit Cards. 
FREEPOST, 58-62 Hagjev Road. 
Birmingham Bib 8PR, {No stamp needed.) 



































Accountants praise a ‘very Tory Chancellor’ who refrained from hammering the bourgeoisie 


T he middle classes t sal 
down to listen to the 
Chancellor's speech, 
fearing an attack on every¬ 
thing they held dear. On the 
edge of their Ikea sofas, they 
envisaged their building soci¬ 
ety windfalls disappearing in 
extra taxation of every kind. 

When Gordon Brown sat 
down, they could breathe a 
sigh of relief, grateful to have 
been spared income tax rises 
and reassured by extra spend¬ 
ing on education and health- 
Even the stamp duty increase 
was not so vicious as antici¬ 
pated A thought blob hang¬ 
ing over Middle England 
might have read “Phew". 

However, the Chancellor 
was not all generosity. Home- 
buyers face higher mortgage 
payments, as interest rates 
are now expected to rise. The 


Middle England breathes sigh of relief 


millions saving for their re¬ 
tirement will this morning 
also be revising their opinion 
of (he Chancellor. Although 
persona! equity plans (Peps) 
and tax exempt special sav¬ 
ings accounts (Tessas) have 
been preserved for the rime 
being, Mr Brown has target¬ 
ed pensions, for many their 
largest single investment 
more valuable than the fam¬ 
ily home. They now face 
either smaller pensions, or 
extra contributions to their 
pension schemes, or possibly 
both. This piece of bad news 
is the result of the abolition of 
the dividend tax credit which 
provides some £3.5 billion- 


worth of income each year for 
pension funds. 

The Chancellor daimed 
that those employees whose 
pension funds are in surplus 
need have no immediate con¬ 
cern. Their employer may 
also be prepared to increase 
his contributions in the 
future. However, not every 
worker is now a member of a 
traditional final salary 
scheme, with guaranteed 
benefits. An increasing num¬ 
ber are in more modem 
money purehase-type ar¬ 
rangements. where the 
payout is linked directly to 
investment returns. 

Spare a thought also for 
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ANNE ASHWORTH 

Personal Finance 
Editor 


those unfortunate souls with 
personal pensions who can¬ 
not rely on a friendly boss 
and must fund their retire¬ 
ment alone. 

Middle England must now 
take comfort that the Chan¬ 
cellor did not add insult to 


injury by cutting pension tax 
relief, as widely forecast 
They must also hope that 
their scheme managers now 
earn their handsome fees by 
changing the investments in 
funds to minimise the loss of 
the tax credit Nicola Hariick 


and Carol Galley must now 
show their mettle and work to 

deserve their million-pound 
packages. 

The Government is cur¬ 
rently engaged in a review of 
the whole muddled pension 
system. Those investing in 
pensions will now look to 
ministers to make good the 
some of the damage caused 
by the loss of the dividend tax 
credit in their proposals for 
better pensions in the next 
century. 

Those anxious to enjoy an 
old age of trips to Tuscany, 
rather than the odd day out in 
a coach, must now make the 
best possible use of die 


schemes now available. Peps 
and Tessas, the two snappOy 
named savings incentives 
introduced by the Conserva¬ 
tives, will remain available 

until 199ft when they will be 
supplanted by die less sexy- 
sounding ISA, Labour's an-' 
swer to the British aversion to 
thrift.'As the Chancellor re¬ 
marked, only half the adult 
population of the country has 
any savin gs. 

Wbereas Peps have tended 
to appeal to high-earners, 
ISAs should be attractive to 
everyone, in chiding the less 
affluent, as is the Chancellor’s 
intention. If seems that they 
will be able to hold every sort 


of investment including 
shares, gdts and cash. They 
will also have the tax breaks 
that have made , ftps and 
Tessas so. beloved of the. 
British (together the schemes 
contain £60b3lkm-worth of' 
owr cash). . 

- Ail the ISA needs now is a 
more catchier tide, easier to 
' inset into newspaper head¬ 
lines. Conservative Chancel¬ 
lors appear to be more adept 
at acronyms. 

Even accountants, usually 
sparing of praise to Chancrf- 
iors, were impressed yester¬ 
day. Ian Barlow, head of tax 
at KPMG,. described Mr 
Brown as a“veryTory Chan¬ 
cellor”. Despite the sober 

navy suite along the Govern¬ 
ment front bench, fiscal re¬ 
straint and caution are still 
not seen as Labour virtues. 


Over-60s face 
30% increase 
in premiums 

By Nigel Hawkes and Marianne Curphey 


STEVE HBJ- 


ABOLISHING tax relief on 
private medical insurance for 
the over-GOs might not save 
the Treasury any money, in¬ 
surers said yesterday. 

The cost of the tax relief was 
£140 million a year, the Chan¬ 
cellor said. Abolishing it. he 
said, would enable him to cut 
VAT on fuel from S to 5 per 
cent. He said that the tax relief 
had failed to achieve its origi¬ 
nal purpose of increasing the 
proportion of people with 
medical insurance. 

As a result of the Chancel¬ 
lor’s move, the cost of private 
medical insurance premiums 
to the over-GOs will rise by 30 
per cenL The relief, currently 
granted at the 23 per cent basic 
rate of tax. is worth about £300 
for a single person of 65 
paving an annual premium of 
EUOOO a year. 

According to the insurer 
PPP Healthcare, the saving to 
the Treasury will not be any¬ 
thing like £140 million, 
because the Chancellor look 
no account of the costs of 
treating elderly people who 
will in future be fully depen¬ 
dent on the NHS. Wailing lists 
For elective operations will also 
get longer, the company said. 

"Gordon Brown has turned 
a deaf ear to warnings from 
PPP Healthcare, the industry, 
independent experts and his 
own advisers who have all 
demonstrated since the elec¬ 
tion that abolition of tax relief 
for medical insurance is both 
bad economics and disastrous 


PRIVATE HEALTH 


for a cash-strapped NHS.” the 
company said in a statement. 

Alan Rusted, head of Bupa, 
also criticised the decision. 
"There could well be ramifica¬ 
tions for the NHS if people 
derided to give up private 
medical insurance." he said. 
That could well lead to a 
greater stretching of resources 
in the NHS and also possibly 
lengthening waiting lists." 

Norwich' Union called the 
change "short-sighted”. Tim 
Baker, commercial director at 
Norwich Union Healthcare, 
said: “We have had thousands 
of calls to our helpline which l 
think demonstrates how con¬ 
cerned people are. It seems to 
me that the Government are 
being less than circumspect." 

Many people who have had 
their premiums paid by their 
employers while in work take 
on the full cost themselves 
when they retire. Premiums 
depend on age but until now 
have been cushioned by the 
tax relief. 

Calculations for PPH 
Healthcare by the Economists 
Advisory Group suggest that 
the extra cost — averaging E30 
a month or so — will cause 
more than 300.000 policies, 
covering nearly 600,000 elder¬ 
ly people, to lapse. 

“Total costs to the Treasury 
could very well increase." 
Jeremy Holmes, of EAG. said. 
"But the most damaging thing 


in my opinion will be to 
increase waiting lists for oper¬ 
ations such as hip replace¬ 
ments.” Waiting lists could 
increase by 30,000, his esti¬ 
mates suggest, though other 
estimates have put the figure 
much higher, at up to 100,000. 

There are no precise figures 
for how many over-60s have 
private medical insurance but 
Treasury figures for the 
amount of tax relief enable 
calculations to be made. EAG 
calculates that there are some 
650,000 policies that previous¬ 
ly qualified for tax relief, 
• covering almost 12 million 
people. These people react to 
changes in price and many 
will now opt out of private 
medical insurance. 

Those that would have been 
treated in private hospitals 
will join NHS waiting lists. 
The NHS will lose income 
from pay-beds for those who 
would anyway have been 
treated in NHS hospitals. 

Tax relief at the individual's 
highest rate for the over-bOs 
was introduced in 1990 as part 
of the Conservative Govern¬ 
ment’s plans to encourage the 
public to take our policies. The 
relief was later lowered to the 
basic rate of tax ar 23 per cent 
for all policyholders, even 
higher rate taxpayers. 

The new Government's 
move to abolish the tax relief 
was widely expected. Before 
the general election. Labour 
had made its intentions 
plain. 



Professor John Grenville and his wife, Patricia, think the loss of tax relief on health insurance a mistake arid will save to pay premiums 

Lost tax relief‘will put pressure on NHS’ 


By Mark Henderson 

PROFESSOR John Grenville. 69, and 
his wife, Patricia. 59, have held private 
health insurance with PPP Health for 
22 years. They voted Labour for the 
first time this year, despite concerns 
over its plans to end lax relief on 
health insurance for over-60s. 

Professor Grenville, from Sutton 
Coldfield, even wrote to Tony Blair 
and Chris Smith, then Shadow Health 
Secretary, to register his worries about 
the policy. The couple expect ibeir 
premiums to rise by £250 a year. They 
will also lose the £250 a year io tax 
relief that Mrs Grenville would have 
qualified for on her 60th birthday later 
this year. The}' spend £1,300 a year on 
health insurance and intend to save to 
maintain iL 


THE PENSIONERS 


Professor Grenville added: “The 
£120 million a year spent on this tax 
relief will just have to be spent dealing 
with the elderly people who wont be 
treated in the private system. Many 
pensioners wiU have to drop out of 
their policies, and that can only put 
extra strains on the NHS.” 

Mrs Grenville, who was a nurse, 
thought the move foolish. “1 went bade 
into nursing a few years ago to keep 
my registration going and I was 
shocked by the state of the hospitals.” 

The couple welcomed the extra £12 
billion announced for the health ser¬ 
vice yesterday but felt many benefits 
would be of&t by the abolition of the 
tax relief. “The NHS is going to have 


to absorb thousands of extra elderly 
patients,” Mis Grenville said. “Where 
are they going to get the beds?” 

Both said they would still support 
Labour. But Professor Grenville felt 
the party had its priorities wrong. 
“Chris Smith wrote to me saying the 
money saved would be used to cut 
VAT on fuel but I voted Labour 
because of the NHS and it seems to me 
this will just make matters worse.” 

Harold Baskerville, 87 and a retired 
ICI executive from Cheltenham, has 
been a Bupa member since 1948. He 
said the loss of tax relief will cost him 
and his wife, Ethel, £44 a month. “ He’s 
giving me £1-80 a month back by 
reducing the VAT on. fuel” Mr 
Baskerville said. “A great many in our 
age group are going to look long and 
hard when it comes to paying premi¬ 


ums They could very well flood back 
on to an already hard-pressed NHS.” 

Mr Baskerville resolved-on private 
medicine at the age of right when his 
mother took him from their Cheshire 
farm to Manchester Eye Hospital as 
an out-patient “We shuffled about on 
benches for about three hours before I 
was seen,” he remembers. “We walked 
about six miles that day. 1 asked my 
mother what Mr Carver, the local 
squire, would do if he wanted to see a 
specialist ‘He would go privately and 
pay* she said. That is what I shall dp 
when I grow up’ I replied.” 

Mr Baskerville does not have to 
make an immediate derision. He 
renewed his Bupa insurance yester¬ 
day for a year instead of paying 
monthly. He will not have to pay the 
extra until it fails due again, next year. 


Tax credit 
abolition 
will cost 
BT £90m 

By Paul Durman 

THE abolition of the tax credit 
on dividend payments will 
cost BTs pension fund 
£90 million a year in lost 
income. The tax change will 
also make the £20 billion fund 
technically insolvent, cutting 
its actuarially measured long- 
lerm funding position below 
100 per cent. Although that 
will have no effect on current 
pension payments, future 
benefits could fall unless BT 
steps in to make up the 
shortfall. 

The telecom company’s pen¬ 
sion fund is one of the 
country's largest with nearly 
370,000 members — I IS.000 
employees still contributing. 
JD7.000 pensioners. and 
84.000 “deferred" members, 
many uf whom have left BT 
through redundancy. 

Last year the pension fond 
received gross dividends from 
its United Kingdom invest¬ 
ments or £447 million, but 20 
per cent of that came from the 
tax refund that disappeared 
yesterday. BT said the 
£90 million tax credii repre¬ 
sented about 10 per cent of the 
pension fund’s total invest¬ 
ment income of £867 million. 

BT and its pension fund 
trustees have still to deride 
ftou ro respond to the Chancel¬ 
lor's move, but it says it is 
committed to maintaining the 
health of its pension fund. The 
company could make a single 
payment into the scheme to 
make up the shortfall, but it is 
more likely to increase its level 
of contributions on an ongoing 
basis. That would reduce BTS 
annual profits. Though by a 
small amount in the context of 
last year’s £3.2 billion. 


Revenue to raise £700m by closing 
bank leasing companies loophole 


By Sarah Cunningham 

THE Government has kept its 
pre-election vow to clamp 
down on companies' tax 
avoidance schemes, and is 
introducing a package of mea¬ 
sures which should yield 
E1.6 billion over four years. 

It is also planning a wider 
review. The Inland Revenue 
has been asked to check the- 
whole tax system for other 
loopholes, and the Chancellor 
has promised further anti- 
avoidance measures in future 
Budgets. In particular. Gor¬ 
don Brown said that changes 
to the tax rules for multina¬ 
tional companies will appear 
in the next Budget. Stricter 
rules on the prices at which 
associated companies transfer 
goods, services and other as¬ 
sets between themselves will 
be introduced to ensure that 
they are Fair market prices. 
The key measure introduced 


TAX RULES 


yesterday, taking immediate 
effect, will prevent banks' leas¬ 
ing companies from using 
subsidiaries with different 
accounting periods in order to 
gain a tax'advantage. When a 
lease begins just before an 
accounting period ends, allow¬ 
ances can be brought forward 
by up to a year, saving the 
leasing companies thousands 
of pounds in tax. 

Finance leasing is a huge 
business for banks, and well 
over £100 billion worth of 
leases are outstanding at any 
one time. This measure should 
bring in more than £700 mil¬ 
lion in the next four years. 

However, tax experts 
believe that it is industry 
rather than the banks who will 
end up paying the higher tax 
bill, because banks wifi simply- 
put up their leasing charges. 


"It is the manufacturers who 
will suffer," said Robin John, 
of Ernst & Young. 

The other main measure 
which came into effect yester¬ 
day will mean that lenders 
who take up preference shares 
with terms similar to loans 
will now find the dividends 
Taxed. Again, this will cover a 
wide range of British industry, 
particularly property com- 
■ panics and management 
buyouts, rather than banks. 

With the nevy rules, Mr 
Brown is continuing the work 
begun by the last Chancellor, 
Kenneth Clarke. Under mea¬ 
sures introduced in his last 
Budget, nearly S00 rax inspec¬ 
tors have been redeployed by 
the Inland Revenue as part of 
the “spend-r o-save" pro¬ 
gramme. Mr Clarke said that 
by concentrating on a crack 
down on fraud and evasion, 
the Revenue would be able to 
bring in an extra £2 billion in 


taxes. Eventually 2000 staff 
will be added to the compli¬ 
ance and collection area by the 
Revenue, the bulk being next 
year when they can be freed 
from the huge task of bringing 
in self-assessment of taxes. 

Had it not been for “spend- 
to-save". a]must all the 2000 
staff would have been made 
redundant as part of the 
Revenue’s attempt to cut its 
57.500 workforce. However, 
the Revenue has just started 
advertising to recruit 30 ac¬ 
countants. The Revenue is 
leaving it to the individual 
regional offices to decide how 
to deploy the extra staff, but 
areas being targeted include 
large businesses avoiding tax, 
employer compliance, ghost 
workers and moonlighters 
who work for the black econo¬ 
my. which was estimated by 
the accountancy firm Delohte 
& Touche to be worth more 
than £8 billion a year. 


Surprise cut ‘will boost investment’ 


By Robert Miller 

NOWHERE was the element of surprise 
more evident in the Chancellor's Budget 
than in his surprise derision to cut the 
rate of corporation tax by 2 points to 
31 per cent, an all-time low. 

Gordon Brown said he was cutting the 
tax rate for larger companies because he 
wanted to make Britain “the obvious first 
choice for new investment". 

The move took companies and (heir 
advisers by surprise. The Inland Reve¬ 
nue has estimated that the cost to the 
Treasury in the tax year 1998-99 will be 
£1.4 billion which will rise to almost 
£2 billion by 2000 . 

Richard Collier-Keywood, senior cor¬ 
porate and international tax partner at 
Coopers & Lybrand. the accountant, said: 
“Quite frankly this was a surprise. Many 
had tipped corporation tax to rise. But 


CORPORATION TAX 


then the effective rate of the lax is 
sometimes considerably higher because 
not all company expenditure can be offset 
against the tax bill." 

This applies to items such as “good¬ 
will" in a takeover. In some European 
countries the cost of “goodwill" can be 
written-off against the tax over a number 
of years. 

David Krm. chief economist at 
NatWesL said: “The cut in corporation 
tax is a pleasant surprise. It is doing 
something which will be beneficial by 
reducing taxation rather than playing 
around with investment measures and 
makes the UK more attractive to invest 
in." 

London First Centre, the capital's 
inward investment agency, said: “The 


UK's rate of coipuration tax is already 
the third lowest in the European Union. 
This welcome news will further enhance 
our competitive edge in the drive to 
persuade overseas businesses to invest in 
London.” 

The Institute of Directors also wel¬ 
comed the 2 per cent cut and said it 
should give “permanent incentives to set 
up or expand businesses." 

□ Small businesses received a double 
boost from the Budget the reduction of 
small business corporation tax from 23 
per cent to 21 per cent and the obDity to 
write half the costs of new equipment 
against tax in the first year. The moves 
were appauded by the Confederation of 
British industry, but the Federation of 
Small Businesses said that the reduction 
would not help the four million self- 
employed workers, who pay a maximum 
tax rate of 40 per cent. 


Threat to 
wealthy 
investors’ 
‘dodge’ 

By Gavin Lumsden 

THE Government put enter¬ 
prise investment schemes and 
venture capital trusts under 
close review after concerns 
that they have become a tax 
dodge for the wealthy. 

Introduced by the Conserva¬ 
tives in 1994 and 1995. EISs 
and VCTs have encouraged 
private investors to put more 
than £450 million inro small 
unquoted companies in return 
for generous tax breaks. How¬ 
ever. an increasing number of 
schemes have sought to reduce 
the risk by investing in proper¬ 
ty developments, nursing 
homes or arranging guaran¬ 
teed payouts from banks. 

This is against the spirit of 
the idea, and could be out¬ 
lawed in the next Budget. The 
Inland Revenue is to cots suit 
with the industry. Draft legis¬ 
lation will be included in the 
1998 Finance Bill which would 
take effect from today. 

The move makes it unlikely 
that any new asset backed or 
guaranteed VCTs or EIS will 
be launched. The last was 
probably issued just this week. 
Insignia Cashbacked invests 
in companies offering corpo¬ 
rate entertainment at Beaufort 
ftio Club. Gloucestershire, 
which has the Prince of Wales 
as its patron. 

The British Venture Capital 
Association welcomed the 
move, which goes in tandem 
with the Clxancellor’s commit¬ 
ment to helping smaller com- ! 
panics. Tax breaks- on both I 
schemes are unaffected. Inves¬ 
tors can shelter up to £100,000 
a year in both schemes to get 
20 per cent income tax relief 
and deferral of capital gains 
tax. 


Tax incentives 
boost for rainy 
day accounts 


By Karen Zagor 

LONG-TERM savers had ex¬ 
pected, to receive a boost, and 
they were not disappointed by 
Gordon Brown's announce¬ 
ment of the introduction of 
individual savings accounts 
(ISAs), although the details 
remain unclear. 

There was widespread relief 
in the financial services indus¬ 
try that the Chancellor did hoi 
sound the ■ death knell for. 
Personal Equity Plans. There 
had been speculation that 
Peps, which allow savers to 
invest up to £9,000 a year in 
equities and get any income 
and capital gains free from 
tax, would be an early casualty 
of the Government. Instead, 
the Chancellor indicated that 
the new scheme, expected to be 
in place for 1999, will encour¬ 
age long-term' ’savings 
through tax relief similar to 
Peps and Tax Exempt Special 
Savings Accounts (Tessas). 

Peps, which were intro¬ 
duced in 1957 by ; Nigel 
Lawson when he was Chan¬ 
cellor. are widely seen to- 
favour higher earners. The 
new savings accounts will be 
aimed at low earners. 

David Major, tax partner at 
accountants Deloitte Touche,- 
said: “It looks very exciting. 
We can guess the shape of tbe 
scheme from some of the 
things that were said. The 
accounts will include a range 
of savings, such as gilts, 
equities and cash all held in . 
one plan. They will have a tax-, 
favoured environment And- 
the existings rules will be 
simplified. We are really - 
pleased to see that 
“The only thing That came as 
a surprise is that the Govern- 


SAVINGS SCHEME 


mient will particularly try t 
.encourage those on low in 
comes to participate, but 
hope it they don't do it b; 
limiting the amount that higi 
earners can participate." 

Mr Major expects the nev 
accounts to encorporate ete 
mfents of TESSAs and Peps 
and ’ ultimately to replao 
them. For example, the Gov 
emment said, die new ac 
counts will encourage long 
term savings by building oi 
TESSAs, where savers mus 
leave their money in th 
scheme for five years. 

Details of the new scheme 
: will not be available for man} 
months. A consultation docu 
mem will be issued , later thii 
year. Specific proposals an 
not expected befbrethemiddli 
of. 1998. with the introductior 
of the new accounts inT999: 

The Association of-Uni 
.Trusts and Investment Fundi 
also welcomed the proposal 
and said, it was looking for 
ward to the consultation per 
iod. At present thereareabau 
45 million' Tessa savers anc 
25 million Pep holders. 

□ The Budget simplified the 
-taxation of gilts in a move ft 
make the gilt market man 
attractive to investors. Frbai 
next April investor will hatt 
the:, option to receive iMew si 
on gilts gross. At present.nk»i 
gilt interest is paid witivtai 
already ^deducted. but’ #? 
are exemptions such asTthe 
Scar Account scheme latdsffte 
CGO Gross scheine - vdtidi 
allow tbe payment offaXaffer 
interest is received.' ’fitene*' 
system win place.’ all gPJs 
under tire same tax regime.-' 
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Workshy will lose 60 % of their benefits 



By Jill Sherman, chief political correspondent 


WELFARE TO WORK 


BhroLett will give more 
details of package today 


YOUNG people will lose at 
least 60 per cent of their 
benefit if they fail to take a job 
or training place under the 
0.5 billion Welfare to Work 
package announced by Gor¬ 
don Brown. 

Before the general election, 
Mr Brown provoked a back¬ 
lash in his party when he 
declared that young people 
would lose 40 per cent of 
benefit But yesterday govern¬ 
ment sources disclosed that he 
had opted for much tougher 
sanctions for the workshy. 

The 250.000 youngsters eli¬ 
gible for the scheme are ex¬ 
pected to lose all of their 


benefit for the first two weeks 
after refusing a job and will 
definitely lose 60 per cent in 
subsequent weeks. 

The programme, funded en¬ 
tirely by the windfall tax and 
costing £500 million more 
than expected, will also help to 
secure work for 350,000 men 
and women who have been 
unemployed for two years or 
longer. 

Under die Government’s 
“new deal” for jobless, young 
people will be offered four 
options: a job with a private 
firm where employers will 
receive a E60 a week rebate for 
six months; work with a 


Four ways for 
the young to 
get a life 
after the dole 


By Alexandra Frean, social affairs correspondent 


THE New Deal offers four 
options to young people who 
have been unemployed for six 
months. The first is a private 
sector job with employers who 
are eligible for a £60-a-week 
rebate for six months. 

While the Government has 
been courting big businesses, 
much of the burden of respon¬ 
sibility for the scheme will fall 
on small companies which 
currently provide jobs for 
more than half of all people 
aged under 25. 

Stephen Alanbritis, of the 
Federation of Small Business¬ 
es which represents 100.000 
employers, said that the E60a- 
week subsidy for die under 25s 
— together with a £75-a-week 
subsidy that the Government 
is offering for older. long-term 
unemployed people — will be 
crucial for small businesses. 
“The Government might even 
consider paying the subsidy 
for the six months upfront, so 
that it would help the com¬ 
panies’ cash flow," he said. 

Big business is more con¬ 
cerned, however, about the 
calibre of worker that the 
scheme will produce. Grand 
Met has years of experience in 
the area of welfare to work as 
ihe founder of Tomorrow's 
People, a charity specialising 
in helping to get the unem¬ 
ployed back to work. 

Geoffrey Bush, die compa¬ 
ny* group community rela¬ 
tions director stressed that 
long-term unemployed people 
need to be made “employment 
ready", that is given basic 
training, motivation and coun¬ 
selling in a supportive envi¬ 
ronment before they take up 
their six-month job. “It would 
be dangerous to expect the 
companies to do this them¬ 
selves. There is a limited 
amount that you can impose 
on industry because it has to 
remain competitive," he said. 

Much of the success of Mr 
Brown* plans will depend on 
the so-called “gateway” pro¬ 
gramme. which will attempt 
to prepare unemployed people 
for the workplace environ¬ 
ment and equip them with 
social skills. The Government 
has been receptive to concerns 
expressed on this front. 

The second option is work 
with a voluntary sector em- 


□ A private-sector job 
with employers eligible 
for a E60-a-week rebate 
for six months.. 

□ Work with a volun¬ 
tary sector employer 
with a weekly- wage 

equivalent to benefit 
plus a fixed sum for six 
months. 

□ A job with an environ¬ 
ment task force. 

□ Full-time study on an 
approved course. 


player with a weekly wage 
equivalent to benefit, plus a 
fixed sum. for six months. 

The voluntary sector is con¬ 
cerned that giving employers 
the freedom to choose which 
unemployed people to take on 
could result in the least moti¬ 
vated youngsters, and those 
with the most personal prob¬ 
lems, being forced into the 
voluntary sector and environ¬ 
mental task force options 
merely because no commer¬ 
cial company will have them. 
The value of jobs in these 
schemes will then be 
threatened 

Stuart Etherington, director 
of die National Council for 
Voluntary Organisations, be¬ 
lieves it is vital that the 
voluntary sector and the envi¬ 
ronmental task force options 
in Labour* New Deal are not 
seen as the “sink options”, but 
as the source of “proper” jobs. 

“We need to be regarded not 
as a second class option, but in 
the same way as the big 
employers. The sector em¬ 
ploys more than 400.000 full¬ 
time people and needs to be 
seen as an employer in its own 
right, providing sustainable 
jobs.” he said. 

Victor Adebowale, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Centrepoint. the 
charity for homeless people, 
welcomed die New Deal, but 
warned that young people 
needed to be provided with 
proper jabs and financial in¬ 
centives, not just so-called 
work experience with charities 
or an environmental task 
force. “They don’t want to be 
used as cheap labour. They 


50,000-strong environmental 
task force, helping to dean up 
towns and inner rides; a six- 
month placement in die volun¬ 
tary sector on a weekly wage 
slightly higher than benefit; or 
fufftime education or train¬ 
ing. Employers will receive 
£75 a week rebates for taking 
on those who have been unem¬ 
ployed for two years or more. 
Last week the Government 
offered a £750 per head train¬ 
ing subsidy to employers on 
top of the weekly subsidy they 
will get for taking on long¬ 
term unemployed. 

Underlining die carrot and 


stick approach to getting more 
people into work. Mr Brown 
said: “With these new oppor¬ 
tunities for young people come 
new responsibilities. There 
will be no fifth option—to stay 
at home on full benefit So 
when they sign on for benefit 
they will be signing up for 
work" ' 

Mr Brown* initial plans to 
penalise youngsters who re¬ 
fused work or training woe 
opposed by several members 
of the Shadow Cabinet He 
had initially planned to spend 
£3 billion on the scheme but 
yesterday Treasury aides said 


that a further £500 million 
would be kept in reserve in 
case the scheme overshot the 
budget 

In his Budget speech the 
Chancellor said he hoped that 
all businesses and voluntary 
organisations would take on 
jobless young people: “I urge 
every business to play its part 
in this national.- crusade to 
equip this country for the 
future by taking on young 
unemployed men and 
women.” He also appealed for 
MPs from all political parties 
to go bade to their constituen¬ 
cies as “ambassadors” to en¬ 
courage young people and 
local industries to take part in 

the scheme. 


Mr Brmra jkiSaiKlent that 
he can eradicate youth unem¬ 
ployment within five years. 
The programm^wilf-Syjilot- 
ed in about ISareas ioA&iaiy 
next year and? pna£M in 
nationally from Aprikfurther 
details will be announced 
today by David Bhmke$ the 
Education and Employment 
Secretary. . / ? 

The Ghani^or'jda? an¬ 
nounced a relaxation'“of the 
rules that stop .toady long¬ 
term unemployed taking ad¬ 
vantage of ftmher?«Jucation. 
At present students have to 
give up benefit if they go to 
college for more than 16 hours 
per week. But Mr Brown said 
tins rule would be eased so 


• that those out of work could 
acquire the skills needed to 
earn a living. 

“Many of these long-term 
unemployed who lack skills 
are debarred by the 16-hour 
rule ‘ [ram obtaining them," 
Mr Brown said in his Budget 
speech. “For this group .of the 
unskilled, the I64wur rule will 
now be relaxed, so that when 
‘ the long-term unemployed 
sign up for benefit, they will 
now sign up for work — ; or for 
.framing.” 

There are currently 178,000 
"young people who have been 
out of work for six months or 
more, and ministers said thou¬ 
sands more were passing the 
threshold each month. 


can spot the difference be¬ 
tween that and a proper job.” 
he said. 

He stressed the need for 
proposals to include 16 and 17- 
year-olds as a third of the 
3,000 newly homeless people 
who go to Centrepoint each 
year are aged under 18. 

The third option is a job 
with an environment task 
force. The housing profession 
welcomed the derision that 
some of the money earmarked 
for the New Deal should help 
to meet skill shortage in 
energy conservation and hous¬ 
ing improvement 

Brian Fairdough, president 
of the Chartered Institute of 
Housing, said: “Energy effici¬ 
ency work on the nation* 
^housing stock could pay for 
itself over the long term... It 
would have the added bonus 
of helping to meet the Govern¬ 
ment* environmental objec¬ 
tives and reducing poverty by 
cutting fuel costs." 

The fourth option is full¬ 
time study on an approved 
course. There is some recogni¬ 
tion on the part of advisors 
that the six months training 
option offered under the New 
Deal may not be long enough 
and that ft may have to be 
extended to 12 months. Many 
of the young people will need 
basic literacy, numeracy, and 
information technology educa¬ 
tion. as well as schooling in 
English as a second language, 
before they are ready to move 
onto vocational training. 

William Craig, 21, an unem¬ 
ployed man from south 
London, left school in London 
with no qualifications and is 
desperate for work and for the 
training that would enable 
him to get a degree and a good 
job. He is concerned, however, 
that a six-month training 
scheme will be useless to him. 

“It* a Mickey Mouse deal 
that has been put together by 
monkeys who have never gone 
hungry in their lives," he said. 
“I know that six months is not 
enough time to get an educa¬ 
tion or a qualification.” 

He feds that an underfund¬ 
ed education system has let his 
generation down. The Gov¬ 
ernment owes it to young 
people to do something about 
it” 
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HEATHER DIXON. 17. at 
work in the catering depart¬ 
ment of the Liverpool Phil¬ 
harmonic Hall, left school a 
year ago with poor literacy 
and numeracy (Mark Hen¬ 
derson writes). She went on a 
work placement scheme in 
Liverpool ran by the charity 
Rath bone Community In¬ 
dustry, and got her present 
job. She is now 




Qualifications, and has been 
offered a full-time job at the 
philharmonic if she passes 
her NVQ level Z 
She thinks welfare to work 
should follow the same lines 
as the scheme offered by 


Teenager finds pot-luck in 
kitchens of music hall 


Rathbonc. “Ratfabone set me 
up with a work placement at 
a nursing home in West 
which helped a lot. 


at Liverpool Philharmonic 
through them,” she said. 

T think training on the 
job is toe best way for young 
people who haven't done 
well at school. 1 get paid E40 
a week and I get training. It’s 


like a proper job and I get 
training at toe same time. 
Since I started, my confi¬ 
dence has gone up and I fed 


my prospects are quite 
bright now and I'm looking ■ 
forward to doing a job full 
time.” 

She thought unemployed 
teenagers should be encour¬ 
aged to go on the scheme by 


witfadrawing their benefits if 
they refused. “I think every¬ 
body should do something 
rather titan doing nothing. 


years and then lots of people . 
rit around when they leave. I 
fed most teenagers should 
do something like this. 

“If people have the wrong 
attitude they won’t get any* 
thing oto of it, but I don’t 


£200m plan to get single parents back into 

50,000 youngsters trained as childminders will free parents for jobs. Jill Sherman and Alexandra Frean report 


think we should pay hand¬ 
outs if people turn down 
sndh a good opportunity." 

Teenager*, would have to 
take what they could get in a 
difficult labour market she 
said. “I was happy to get any 
opportunity like this. I've 
been lucky that I enjoy my 
job but I don't think you can 
afford to be too picky.” 

She hoped . the scheme 


the leg-op that Rathbonc 
gave her. “I Hunk any 
scheme that gets employers 
to look at young people has 
to be worth ft. I'm sore they 
wfll start to take on more 
young people because of it" 


work 



Harriet Hannarehdp 
for lone mothers 


A SCHEME costing £200 million 
will help Britain* one million lone 
mothers find jobs backed up by a 
nationwide childcare strategy. In 
addition, 50,000 youngsters will be 
trained as childcare assistants over 
the next five years. 

The total package, to be paid for 
over five years by the windfall tax, 
covers advice, training and after- 
school childcare to support single 
parents. 

Lone parents with children in the 
second term of full-time school will 
be invited into jobcentres for help 
and advice mi jobs, training and 
childcare. The programme will 
start on July 21 with 40,000 lone 
parents in eight regions in the 
country. It will be expanded nation¬ 
wide. covering 500,000 lone par¬ 
ents from October next year. 

Harriet Harman, the Social Sec¬ 
urity Secretary, said one million 
lone parents were now bringing up 
two million children dependent on 
benefit costing £10 billion a year. 

Lone parents on income support 
with school-age children will be 


sent a letter inviting them into the 
jobcentre. After an initial interview 
each will by given an individual 
plan of action drawn up lty their 
own caseworker an how they could 
develop job search skills, training 
and find childcare to help them into 
work. 

The first pilot project will start in 
Cambridge where single mothers 
will be able to use internet comput¬ 
er terminals in public areas such as 
libraries and fob centres. 

Lone parents who take part in 
the New Deal will also be “fast 
tracked” for help with family credit 
—a benefit paid to working parents 
—and for child maintenance by the 
Child Support Agency. 

Ms Harman also announced two 
benefit changes, costing £10 mil¬ 
lion a year, so that mothers would 
not lose out on payments the 
minute they took up work. The 
maximum allowance for childcare 
costs before benefit is withdrawn 
will be increased from next sum¬ 
mer from E60 a week to £100 a 
week. The maximum age for 


childcare allowances will rise from 
11 to IZ 

One of the most inspiring parts 
of the package is the decision to 
Childcare organisations in the 
voluntary sector will be encour¬ 
aged to help train 50.000 1840-25 
year-olds who take part in the 
Welfare-to-Work programme to be¬ 
come childcare, assistants and give 
them work experience.. The gov¬ 
ernment has already announced its 
intention to use national lottery 
money to fond after school 
homeduhs to help working 
parents. 

“These initiatives are part of the 
Government* commitment to a 
National Childcare strategy,” said 
Ms Harman. “This wSl plan 
childcare provision to match toe 
requirements of the modem labour 
market and help parents, especially 
women, balancing family and 
working life." 

Mr Brown also revealed that 
Martin Taylor, chief executive of 
Barclays Bank, who has been 
drafted in to spearhead an over¬ 


haul of toe tax and benefit system, 
is already working on plans for a 
new in work tax credit for low paid 
workers, similar to one operating 
in die United States. The work tax 
credit based on toe American 
system called toe EITC (Earned 
Income Tax Credit), could replace 
the existing Family Credit benefit 
for low paid families. 

The EITC is a form of tax rebate 
paid to low earners either through 
their pay packets or as a lump sum 
at the aid of toe year. It rises with 
earnings up to a maximum and is 
withdrawn gradually as toe family 
income exceeds a proset ceiling. 

The help for working mothers 
was welcomed by lone parent 
organisations. Liz Sewell, chief 
executive of Gingerbread praised 
the £200 milium investment to get 
parents back to work. ‘At last a 
recognition that lone parents want 
to work and the guts to put money 
upfront to ensure that they have the 
chance to do so.” she said. 

Karin Pappenheim, director of 
the National Council for One 


Parent Families, described it as 

"good news for lone parents”. 

The additional support with 
childcare costs will help break 
down one of the greatest barriers to 
work combined with the new. 
national employment scheme for 
lone parents which at last promises 
a route out of pqveity for these 
families.” she said. 

Mr Brown also announced a 
further £200 million plan to help 
the disabled find work and train¬ 
ing, which means that the welfare 
to work programme extends to 
virtually ail those dependmt chi 
long term benefit. 

Details of the measures - for 
providing help for people on dis¬ 
ability and "incapacity bene® wifi 
be ufiveikd.tomorrow but fee 
measure could provide help back 
into , the workforce for 80.000 to 
100,000 people. 

A spokesman for toe Royal 
National Institute for the BKnd 
said:. **We are extremely pleased 
that disabled-people will be able to 



Martin T» 

taxcred: 


a Taylor i 
credit plaj 


or new 
plan 


.._..v>__ 


__-_ b _. _ 





















THE TIMES THURSDAY JULY 31997 


12 



UDGET 97 


Business verdict: bosses breathe a sigh 







BRIAN STEWART 
chief executive. S&N 


Given that we are confident that 
the review of duty on alcholic 
drinks will reveal a compelling 
case for their reduction, we are 
disappointed and surprised that 
the Chancellor has opted to make 
an increase in January 199S. The 
difference in duty rates between the 
UK and France has lead to l_3 mil¬ 
lion pints of beer a day coming 
across the channel and Customs 
estimates that more than half of 
them are illegally imparted. The 
planned review must recognise the 
scale of this prohlem and its effects 
on jobs, revenue and organised 
crime. On a more positive note, the 
review should also identify the beer 
and pub industry's ability to gener¬ 
ate quickly large numbers of new 
jobs given the boost of a duty cut. 


HI1ARY CROPPER 
chief executive. FI Group 


Somewhat to my surprise I find 
Gordon Brown’s first Budget to be 
cautiously good for business and 
encouraging for the economy as a 
whole. The reduction in corpora¬ 
tion tax plus improvement in 
capital allowances for small busi¬ 
ness will be particularly helpful in 
promoting inward investment and 
stimulating the very important 
small-business sector. The Wel¬ 
fare to Work schemes at first 
glance appear enlightened. The 
area where 1 believe the Chancel¬ 
lor has “shot himself in the foot" is 
the removal of dividend tax credits 
from pension funds. This is a bad 
long-term move for the sake of a 
short-term gain. I would like to 
have seen more incentives for 
employee share-ownership. 


MIKE BLACKBURN 
chief executive, the Halifax 


Given that the Miras cut was 
widely canvassed, we are pleased 
the Chancellor has chosen to 
withdraw it gradually. This will 
minimise the impact on the hous¬ 
ing market, but hit poorer 
borrowers hardest especially first- 
rime buyers. Someone with a 
£30,000 mortgage sees a monthly 
payment go up by 5 per cent 
Someone with a £100.000 mortgage 
sees just a 15 per cent increase. The 
Chancellor should have 1 done 
something to offset the impact on 
poorer borrowers. Stamp duty has 
no logic. It interferes with the 
normal working of the housing 
market and should go. However, 
the rate above £250,000 will not af¬ 
fect many and should not hit the 
marker, except possibly in London. 


ALLAN LEIGHTON 
chief executive, Asda 


I am pleased Gordon Brown 
recognised the needs of retailers by 
phasing in many of the changes to 
taxation and duties. That gives us 
time for sensible planning and 
avoided frenzied price changes. A 
November Budget is a nightmare 
for the retail industry, coming as it 
does during our busiest trading 
period, so 1 welcome the move to a 
spring Budget. The cut in corpora¬ 
tion tax will enable us to reinvest 
extra money in our business, and 
the weliarc-to-work programme 
should deliver real Hope to young 
people and the long-term unem¬ 
ployed. We will look at how this 
programme can support our drive 
to recruit and train skilled 
craftspeople. We are ready to play 
our part in [his] national crusade. 


COLIN PARSONS 
Chairman, Taylor Woodrow 


From a business perspective, we 
broadly welcome the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer's proposals in what 
we regard as a responsible budget 
From our own building and 
construction industry's point of 
view, we recognise that contrary to 
earlier predictions, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer has taken a 
prudent view on slowing down the 
recovery in the housing market 
We believe that his measures to 
reduce mortgage interest relief and 
increase stamp duty should do 
little to restrain the current bullish 
housing market 
The opportunities for invest¬ 
ment in repairing the housing 
stock across, the country and 
education infrastructure are also 
welcomed. 


ADAIR TURNER 
Director-General, CBI 


The Budget reflects the need for 
modest fiscal tightening and con¬ 
tains a number of measures busi¬ 
ness can support The CBI is 
pleased to see the strong focus on 
economic stability and sound pub¬ 
lic finances. The Limited measures 
taken to dampen consumer de¬ 
mand are broadly in line with CBI 
recommendations. The Budget 
also indudes a welcome reduction 
in both the mainstream and small¬ 
er firm rates of corporation tax. 

But the benefit of this is likely to 
be more than offset by the aboli¬ 
tion of dividend tax credit pay¬ 
ments and by planned changes to 
the imputation tax system. This 
may increase the cost to business 
of funding employee pensions and 
may reduce funds for investment 




TIM MELVILLE-ROSS 
Director-generaL loD 


We welcome the reduction in 
corporation tax rales, the principle 
of welfare-to-work and the 
childcare measures. We are very 
disappointed about the windfall tax 
and the abolition of tax credits. We 
are concerned about the decision to 
spend 44 per cent of next year's 
£5 billion reserve at such an early 
stage. This will leave little margin 
to cope with spending overshoots. 

Removing tax credits on divi¬ 
dends will hit pension funds. This 
. will increase burdens for employ¬ 
ers and employees. It will reduce 
the attractiveness of saving for 
retirement although such saving is 
now recognised as viral. It is 
illogical to retain advance corpora¬ 
tion tax, the only logic of which is to 
match tax credits. 


Water companies hit hard 


By Christine Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE Government had a 
choice of methods by which to 
implement the windfall levy 
and no shortage of advice 
from its victims over what 
Formula to use. It opted for a 
more complicated one than 
had been anticipated, and one 
which takes account of the 
excess profits said to have 
been adtieved by the com¬ 
panies and of their low sale 
value. 

The structure of the formula 
means that a higher propor¬ 
tion of the tax falls to the water 
and electricity sectors than 
had been generally anticipat¬ 
ed, Water especially has been 
made to bear a far heavier 


cost. That allocation has en¬ 
abled an easier treatment of 
BT. It may also mean that 
British Energy, the nudear 
generator, might escape pay¬ 
ment of any tax although h is 
technically liable because it 
was privatised by flotation. 
The broad base of companies 
will also have weakened the 
impact on individuals. 

The Inland Revenue will set 
the bills for the company 
based on the difference be¬ 
tween the value at privatisat¬ 
ion and another valuation cal¬ 
culated on the basis of the pro¬ 
fits from the companies in the 
four years after privatisation. 
The later value will be derived 
by averaging the after-tax 
profits from these years and 
multiplying by a price/eam- 


WINDFALL TAX 


ings ratio of nine — that being 
the lowest average price/eam- 
ings ratio for utilities compa¬ 
nies. The tax will be charged at 
23 per cent of the difference 
between the flotation price and 
the calculated level. 

The fact that the formula 
applies to the first four years 
after privatisation will capture 
the period when regulation 
was at its weakest although it 
will mean that the judgment 
will be based on profits made 
many years ago in the case of 
the old British Gas and BT. 

The methods discarded by 
the Treasury fall into four 
main categories. A windfall 
tax could have been levied on 


the sales of the companies; on 
what was judged to be excess 
shareholder returns com¬ 
pared with other measures of 
share performance; on pre-tax 
profit; or on what was judged 
to be excess pre-tax profits 
viewed against comparable 
companies. With the amount 
payable by the different sec¬ 
tors of utilities varying accord¬ 
ing to the type of formula it is 
possible that an industry- 
specific formula could have 
been drafted. 

According to figures calcu¬ 
lated earlier this year try the 
Institute of Fiscal Studies, a 
tax based on pre-tax profits 
would have meant that the 
electricity companies paid 31 
per cent of the sum and the 
water companies 7 per cent 


with the others — including BT 
and BAA — taking up a 61 per 
cent share. Based on total sales, 
the shareout would be 46 per 
cent for electricity companies. 11 
per cent for the water com¬ 
panies and 43 per cent for the 
others. Taken by excess share¬ 
holder returns the allocation 
would be 61 per cent for electric¬ 
ity companies. 23 per cent for 
the water companies and 16 per 
cent for the others. By excess 
pre-tax profits the division 
would be 57 per cent for electric¬ 
ity companies. 9 per cent for the 
water companies and 34 per 
cent for the others. 

The Government's formula 
gave 40 per cent to the electricity 
companies, 31 per cent to the 
water companies and 28 per 
cent to the others. 
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LOST INTEREST jk h 8M 
IN THE BUDGET? 1% jf MM 
GAIN INTEREST V-f W /V 

GROSS PA 

WITH FIRST NATIONAL GUERNSEY 

30 DAYS NOTICE gf OFFSHORE 2f 

ACCOUNT FEATURES 

• Highly competitive interest rates. 

Cf • Earn U P t0 6- 7 5% gross p.a. 

• Minimum balance £10,000. 

""iffy \\ • Choice of interest payment options. 

=1 or J JjS * Operate your account by telephone , 

' • Access to your savings with just 30 days notice. 

L0(JK AT THE RETURN 


First National Building Society Guernsey 
Limited is a subsidiary of First National 
Building Society, which was founded in 
1861 and is one of the longest established 
building societies in the United Kingdom 
and Ireland. 

Consider the benefits of a First National 
30 Day Notice Postal Account 

Your money will grow faster thanks to 
highly competitive interest rates and a 
favourable tax climate (your interest 
will be paid gross without deduction 
of withholding tax). And you will enjoy 
the convenience and confidentiality of 
postal banking. 


Balance 

Annual 

% Gross 

Monthly Interest 
% Gross 

Monthly Interest 
% Gross CAR 

£250,000 4- 

6.75% 

6.55% 

6.75% 

£100.000 + 

6.70% 

6.50% 

6.70% 

£50.000 + 

6.60% 

6.41% 

6.60% 

£25.000 + 

6.55% 

6.36% 

6.55% 

£10.000 + 

6.50% j 631% 

630% 


Rates as of 03,07/97 


FIRST NATIONAL 


^ 0Y Building Society Guernsey Limited 

Of First National Building Society Guernsey Limited, 

P.O. Box 458, St Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands, GY1 6AE 

INFORMATION HOTLINE: 


iWiTlIiTlT' 


CALLS ARE FREE j AF10 | 

Lines open Monday to Friday 9.00a.m. to 5.00p.m. 
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BT, the energy and water companies produced profits of £10 billion last year 

How fat cats brought 
tax upon themselves 


Bv Our Industrial 
Correspondent 

LABOUR first floated the idea 
of a windfall levy on the 
utilities in 1992 in a pre- 
Budget submission. Then the 
privatised companies provid¬ 
ing essential services were 
largely in their infancy. While 
it had become dear that the 
electricity and water com¬ 
panies. and ro a lesser extent 
British Gas, had been sold 
cheaply the surging profits 
and boardroom largesse that 
were to fuel the political will 
for the tax had not dawned. 

By the time the party made 
the windfall levy a firm pledge 
in 1995 ir was obvious that the 
move would be pataiable and 
one which would enable con¬ 
sistent political point-scoring. 
Profits from the utilities were 
climbing along with the sala¬ 
ries of their executives. 

Millionaires’ dubs were 
forming among executives 
who had previously been mod¬ 
est public sector employees 
while they continued their old 
functions of running monopo¬ 
ly businesses. 

In 1994 the boards of Nat¬ 
ional Power. FcfwerGen and 
National Grid took home 
£5.3 million in pay. It was 
frankly astonishing and by the 


summer of 1995 the fat cat 
phenomenon became a pariah 
that threatened to erupt into,a 
full riot at the heated annual 
general meeting of British 
Gas. 

Profits were clearly way out 
of line with what might have 
been thought reasonable from 
a public service monopoly 
business despite a regulatory 
regime designed to link prices 
to inflation and allow a rate of 
return befitting a non-risk 
taking utility. Northern Elec¬ 
tric. the regional electricity 
company, gave the game away 
when it defended, itself against 
a bid from Trafalgar House in 
1995 shelling out £550 million 
to shareholders. Jolted by the 
cash power of the company. 
Professor Stephen Liftlechlid. 
the Electricity Regulator, re¬ 
opened his distribution price 
review. Regulation of the busi¬ 
nesses had been roo weak. 

As a drought hit the country 
in 1995, ..Yorkshire Water, 
which was leaking more than 
a third of its water, ap¬ 
proached. a crisis. Putting 
hospitals and local authorities 
on alert and—at a junior level 
—d iscussing the evacuation of 
Bradford the company high¬ 
lighted the ahomoiy of a 
public-service company that 
was making considerable. 


profits but delivering poor 
public performance. 

For the last financial year 
alone it has been estimated 
that the energy and water 
companies and BT will have 
produced profits of £10 billion. 
Last year National -Power, the 
country's largest generator; 
served up the biggest special 
dividend in corporate history 
with a £1.3 billion payout 

Labour figures estimate that 
die utilities have made £50 bil¬ 
lion "in profits since privatisa¬ 
tion. Water companies' have 
delivered £10 billion of that 
while bills have risen 83 per 
cenr on average. 

More ammunition for the 
windfall tax came with the 
Trade and Industry Select 
Committee report into energy 
regulation published early 
this year. The report conclud¬ 
ed that the shareholder had 
benefited disproportionately 
to the consumer and that 
regulation had been lax in the 
years after privatisation.; Re¬ 
search commissioned for the 
report from the Centre "for the 
Study of Regulated Industries 
said tba; last year electricity 
shares yielded 3S.5 per cent on 
average while the water sector 
yielded 24.4 per cent These 
levels were against.a.market 
rateoFll percent. . 7 • 


No escape from IPX 
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By Marianne Curphey 

LONG-TERM medical in¬ 
surance policies which at 
present escape Insurance 
Premium Tax (I PT) will from 
October have to pay the tax . 
at the rate of 4 per rent. 


This doses a loophole in ‘ 
the tax rules, since -most 
medical insurance plans, 
(which last for just one year) 
and all hospital cash plans 
pay IPT. The move by die. 
Chancellor to raise an extra 
E70 million a year by extend 1 


ing IPT to long term Pre¬ 
contracts comes as 'a- 
Manchester hospital” pre¬ 
pares to launch a legal 
challenge to Customs $Ex-\ 
ase, arguing thaT fts prpd-T; 
ucis should be exempt from ’ 
IPT. • * 
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Sigh of relief in housing industiy 


MIRAS 


P0EHTRIEVNOR 


• r •< • • -By Martin Waller 

THE Gi3Meltoi J s'to gersneai 
any; farther iftrbads into do not cod 
mort^ge tax reljet by: which the overa 
..Government ftftadises ^ 
"^purchases,, was greeted "measures 

^ by the Michael 
housebuilding industry. ^director-® 
Mr Brown, said tax relief on relieved ti 

mor^ge-™id;be cut from ■ taken on 

industry's 

to. 10 pefXHir from April 1998. forreducti 

^ ^ en fears ' liticnx.' “1 
among builders and mortgage caused an 
Jenaere. that the. Chancellor of payma 
would scrap tax .relief on homwjwn 
mortgages entirely. It Is wide- upward dr 
ly accepted that further ero- Mike jadt 
sion of its benefits will take of Bfraiii 
place in future Budgets- ! ' Buddings 

Matthew RyaD, an econo tra £ 10 an 
mist ar the Royal Institution of the teeth t 
Qiartered Surveyors. said the ker and c 
changes were “rtowhjtie.near . per cent 
as bad"-as some predicted. rates. Join 

Graham -Roper, chairman executive c 
of the upmarket' Berkeley Society, sa 


C Abolition 
would have 
caused an 
unacceptable 
level of payment 
shock 9 ■ 


Group, said he was.very 
pleased by what was. along 
with the increase in stamp 
duty, “a very sensible set of 
measures as far as housing is 
concerned". 

He added: “The Chancellor 
said that he appreciated that a 
stable housinginarketwas 
important. What he has done 
can be absorbed by the de¬ 
mand there Is for housing 
without iaving an adverse 
impact drift/’ 

"Joe' Dwyer, chairman of 
Geo^“Wn7ipey, said the re¬ 
duction;^ tax relief rather 
tii^.itri removal was “prp: 
denKisthe bfcndft was a 
significant ore, particularly to - 
firrt-nme.buyers and those on -. 
a IqW manned, • - - 
■ But mdrtgs^ ieddera were 
less saoguint Tbe. Council of 
Mortal Eendgrs, 7 th*t main 
umbrdla 'body, disap¬ 
pointed .by tlie- reduction. 
“HoweVer,giyejifeepre-Bud- 


:ger,speculation,-these moves 
. do not come as a-surprise; and 

the overall Rn dg pf' paHrag g 

' institutes a prudent' set of 
. ' measures," a statement said. 

, Michael Coogan,-1he CML 
"- director-general,- said Re.was 
relieved the Gcwa iimg i t had 
* taken on board some of the 
industry’s concerns irid.qpted 
for reduction rather than abo- 
‘ litioix.; “This would haw 
caused an unacceptable level 
of payment shock far.; many 
home-owners at a tune of 
■ upward drift in interest rates." 
Mike Jackson, dtieTexecutive 
Of Bfnnihgbam. ■ Midshires 
BuBding Society, said"the ex¬ 
tra £10 a month was “a kick in 
the teeth to the housing mar¬ 
ker and eiqitivsdemfo 
. per cent rise in. mortgage 
rates. John .Gbcidfdfow 1 .duef 
executive of Slh'ptori Building 
Sodety, said:.“We are disap- 
painted that Labour have been 
as reticent as the previous 
government to stop the slow 
strangulation of Miras. It 
should either have been quick¬ 
ly executed or left alone." 

The Chartered Institute of 
Housing said the five percent¬ 
age points cot could be justi¬ 
fied, but only if at least same of 
the savings were directed to¬ 
wardsa riew scheme to help 
low-income homeowners. 

Interest relief on mortgages 
dates from 1969, as a measure 
to makehome purdiases more 
affordable, became that year 
tax relief on interest on all 
lcanspwas scrapped 

The cost of mortgage inter- 
. est relief to the Exchequer has 
been faUing sance it reached its 
peak m 1990-91. That year the 
cost stood at £7.7 bilfioh; for 
T995 J 96 provisional Inland 
Revenue figures put it at £2.7 
bflfian.This fall is not merely 
the result of Budget changes, 
as' the- value to . mortgage- 
holders.will reduce as interest 
rates do the same* 

.. So the average household's 
saving has fallen over the 
same.period from £800 a year 
in .199091 to E260 in 199S96. • 
Ixwmortgage rates, enmmere 
tatars haye observed, have, 
provided the ideal opportunity 
toreducethelevri- of reliefr as ; 
thejpain to home<)WHcas is 
lixtnted: The same argfadent j 
bias, been advanced ly those 
who urge its abolition. 



Tony Blair's home in Islington, north London, the £615,000 purchase price of which will require whoever buys it to pay £12,300 in stamp duty 

Duty calls for househunting politicians 


By Emma Wilkins 

MPs who have yet to find a home 
within the Division Bell area around 
Westminster will now have to lay their 
hands on several thousand pounds 
more to secure the accommodation of 
their dreams. 

• They are not alone. Whoever buys 
Tony Blair’s house in Islington, north 
London, will have, to pay E12J00 in 
stamp duty instead of £6.150 on the 
purchase price of. £615.000. 

Chris Patten, the fanner Governor erf 
Hong 'Kong, will also be affected by 
the rise: in stamp duty. He has yet to 
exchange contracts on a £500,000 four 1 -'■ 
bedroom house in Barnes, southwest 
London, Instead of £5,000, the stamp 
duty will'now be £10,000. . 

JoKn Major, too, could be .affected. 
He is caniideriiig biding a house for 
more titan £500.000 in Kennington, 


MPs' HOMES 


south London, and would face the 
- same increase in stamp duty. 

For many MPs, the rise will make a 
serious deru in their recent pay 
increase when they scuttled through 
the voting lobbies to award themselves 
an extra £9,000 a year, taking the 
salary of an MP from £34,000 to 
£43,000. 

In Pimlico, there are half-a-dozen 
new Labour MPs still looking for a 
London base, according to estate 
agents Winkworths. However, most 
will be unaffected by the stamp duty 
increase as they are: looking for flats 
below the cut-off £250,000, according 
to Alexander Leon, of Winkworths. 

. “In this area, properties on the 
market for above £500,000 tend to be 
the bigger houses. Most of the MPS are 


looking for one- or two-bed room flats 
at rather less than that. I would say 
that most are looking at between 
£200.000 and £250.000 so they will be 
unaffected by the rise.” 

The increase will not dampen the 
property mini-boom in central 
London, Mr Leon predicted. “There 
might be the unlucky one or two who 
will get caught out by the rise, but most 
people will just carry on buying. Stamp 
duty hasn't gone up significantly 
enough to stop the market from 
continuing to rise. Frankly, people who 
are buying a house for half a million 
are not going to have too much trouble 
finding an extra £5,000," he said. 

New ways around the stamp duty 
could include putting a house on the 
market for £499.950 and asking 


£10,000 separately far the kitchen 
appliances. Mr Leon suggested. 

In Kennington. one estate agent has 
sold four houses and a flat to new.' MPs 
in the past few weeks. “They will be 
very pleased to have squeezed in before 
the stamp duty but most people will not 
be affected." Jonathan Male, of agents 
Daniel Smith, said. “The increase is far 
too low to stop the marker from 
continuing to rise. I think if anything, it 
will enhance the market because 
people expected it to be a much bigger 
rise. 

“Recently, we have sold three large 
house ro Conservative MPs and a 
£230.000 house and a £98,000 flat to 
new Labour MPs. We still have some 
looking in this area, but most of them 
are looking for property below the cut¬ 
off £250.000." Property prices in 
Kennington have gone up by 25 per 
cent in the past year, he added. 


Increase 
in tax 
will not 
stamp 
out sales 

By Sara McConnell 


HOMEBIIYERS completing 
purchases of properties cost¬ 
ing more than £250,000 after 
next Monday will have to pay 
an extra half a percentage 
point in stamp duty, up from i 
to 1.5 per cenL The duty rises 
To 2 per cent For properties 
costing £500.000 or more. 

Die Chancellor argued that 
raising the cost of expensive 
property would help to 
stabilise the market and keep 
prices under control, “to en¬ 
sure a more balanced recov¬ 
ery " and avoiding the excesses 
of the I9S0s boom. House 
prices had risen by up to 11 per 
cent over the year wiih sharp¬ 
er rises in the South East. 

After the increases, buyers 
of a £300.0(10 house will pay 
£4.500 instead of £3.000. On a 
£700.000 property they will 
have to pay £14.000 instead of 
£7.000. 

Estate agents and lenders 
predicted that the rises would 
have little impact. The Council 
of Mortgage Lenders said that 
less than 2 per cent of all 
properties changed hands for 
more than £250.000 and add¬ 
ed: "It will have an impact on 
some purchasers, but it is 
unlikely that it will have a 
wider effect on confidence 
generally." 

Lama Vestey. partner in the 
estate agent Knight Frank, 
said: "At £250.000 this will hit 
a lot of people, but they are the 
sort who have salary in¬ 
creases. Above £500.000. 
people are well equipped to 
handle the extra cost." With 
some London homeowners 
seeing the value of the proper¬ 
ties rise by up to 3 per cent a 
month, a I percent increase in 
stamp duty when they bought 
elsewhere paled into insignifi¬ 
cance, she added. 

Commercial property and 
land transactions will also be 
hit. The Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors said: 
"The increase will make com¬ 
mercial property still less at¬ 
tractive as an investment." 

The rises will net the Trea¬ 
sury £240 million in 1997-98. 



PETER Mltchley-Hughes, 
an accountant, ana bis girl¬ 
friend Jane - Biirier were 
hanging on the Chancellor's 
words yesterday. Their ver¬ 
dict after a tense wait was- 
that Gordon Brown bad 
passed the“ three-pi ecesmte 
test" — leaving them enough 
cash to furnish their new 
home in style. 

The couple, who are both 
on the first rung of manage¬ 
ment, became proud owners 
for tiie first time six days ago 
of a £139,000 home and the 
Budget has come while they 
are still feeling financially 
vulnerable. 

They had steeled them¬ 
selves far an attack on home 1 
buyers and bad already 
ticked off the items of furni¬ 
ture, fixtures and fittings that 
might have had to wait until 
they could afford them. But 
last night they were joking 
about a visit to the stores this 
weekend. 

• Working out the. balance 
sheet on the household bud¬ 
get.in his head, tiie manage¬ 
ment accountant concluded: 
“This is not going to break 
. the bank." 

Mr Mhchley-Hughes, 26. 
works for Lever Europe, an 
arm of the Lever Brothers 
empire based in Fort.Sun¬ 
light, on the WixTal, Mersey¬ 
side. Miss Butler, 29,. is a 
logfetics manager in die 
same company. 

They earn good salaries 
but were reticent about the 
details. The couple readily 

aclmowtedgethar their three- 
bedroom home on a newly 
completed estate in thevil¬ 
lage of Pulibrd. a part of the 

Cheshire commuter-belt 

near Chester, is more expen¬ 
sive than most first-time 
buyers can afford. 

The two of them saved for 
more than a year to put down 
a substantial deposit on the 
property, built in the styk? of 



peter Mhchley-Hughes and Jane Butler in their Pulfoxd, Cheshire, home 


a nearby listed period house, 
life mortgage, taken out 
with the Alliance and 
Leicester, has a built-in 2 per 
call discount on the standard. 
interest rate far .three years. 

“It is quite a lot for a first ■ 
property, so we had to get it 
right." said. Mr Mhchley- 
Hughes. "We have built a bit 
ofgrve into the equatiort.We 
assumed that interest rates 
would go . up when the next 
Government .got in/* Miss 
Butter, who moved into her 
new home and immediately 
jetted- off to Milaii ‘for a 
business trip, added: “It, is a 


matter of prioritising.’’ The 
cut of 5 per cent in mortgage 
tax relief (Miras) and the rise 
in petrol duties will have the 
biggest impact on the house¬ 
hold budget 

. "I had worked it out that if 
Miras had been abolished 1 
would lose £22 a month. 
With 10 per cent it will work 
out at roughly £10 a month,” 
said Mr Mitchley-Hughes. 

“I would think we will be 
getting tiie three-piece suite, 
ft searn quite a neutral 
budget, not as bad as some of 
the newspaper headlines had 
been suggesting." They are a 


two-car household and often 
have to travel separately the 
40-mile round trip to Liver¬ 
pool. Rises at the petrol 
pump will be mitigated by 
Mr Mitchky-Hughes’s eco¬ 
nomical diesel Peugeot 306. 
It means an extra £2 a week, 
or £10 a month, which they 
can absorb..he says. 

Rises in alcohol taxes in 
line with inflation will not 
deter them from stocking the 
already fully-laden rack with 
table wine. The punitive in¬ 
crease in the cost of cigarettes 
will not worry these non- 
smokers. 
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Grim-faced Brown glories at chance to be in 



TIMS was the ultimate in defla¬ 
tionary Budgets. It deflated the 
Tories! punctured the Liberal 
Democrats and flattened critics. 
As Gordon Brown punched his 
way with ease and confidence 
through 60 minutes of crowd- 
pleasing arithmetic yesterday, a 
frustrated William Hague looked 
ready to leap at the Chancellor 
and bite off a chunk of his ear. 
Despite an impressive debut of a 
Budget reply, Mr Hague never 
laid a finger on him. 

Not that the Chancellor let that 
amuse him. "Cheer up!" shouted 
one wag as a grim-faced Gordon 
Brown ploughed through a 


manuscript some bin thick 
(Brown’s poor sight requiring a 
giant typeface). And still he would 
not smile. If he did not quite 
achieve a record for brevity, Mr 
Brown established one for levity; 
there was hardly a trace. In an 
houn I recorded the ghost of smile 
tugging momentarily at those 
heavy jowls just once, as he noted 
that Britain would satisfy the 
Maastricht criteria. 

Brown makes a virtue of sever¬ 
ity. His suit was dark, his counte¬ 
nance dark, his tone dark and his 
rectitude positively thunderous. 
We thumbed our mental thesau- 
ruses in search of synonyms for 



Rff ATTJHEW PARR I £ 


POLITICAL SKETCH 



“Presbyterian" and longed forone 
of those flag-blowing wind-ma¬ 
chines in evidence at the Hong 
Kong handover, lightly to ruffle 
Brown's ink-black helmet of a 
haircut If only the more elfin 
Tony Blair would lean over and 
tickle him. 

The Chancellor had arrived 
early to watch Ills shadow, Peter 
Lilley, fail to scratch even the 
surface of the Labour front¬ 


benchers' selfesteem. lilley had 
come to complain about alleged 
Budget leaks. That he and his 
party were wild with righteous 
indignation, and that they were 
unable to provoke the Prime 
Minister into more than a fit of 
giggles, marked another low- 
point in still-floundering Opposi¬ 
tion morale. 

The Chancellor's predecessor. 
Kenneth Clarke, had arrived a 


little late and sat in the overflow 
gallery upstairs. He was wearing 
make-up — presumably for tele¬ 
vision. Watching, wiL. pencilled 
eyebrows and unbuttoned grin. 
Mr Clarke reminded us of an 
ageing music-hall entertainer 
who, his own stage routine bong 
over, had slipped into the upper 
circle to watch. 

No make-up. however, for Gor¬ 
don Brown. He makes a tradition¬ 
alist contrast with the soundbites 
of the 90s. There was something 
1950s about this Chancellor’s 
whole air. The pose and the 
rhetoric were barely post-war. He 
told us first about his “two golden 


rules," which sounded like• pru¬ 
dence — and prudence. 

As Mr Brown spokft there were 
echoes of post-war phraseology. 
"The modem route fo economic 
success!" he declared, as though 
p uffing a home course in.demen- 
tajy bookkeeping. "Britain — the 
obvious first choice for- invest- 
mentr "The Welfare State — a 
grear British achievement!” “A 
People's Budget for Britain's 
Fnture!*' It was as though die 
language of the Britain of his. 
Scottish childhood, subliminally . 
absorbed, was resurfacing now he 
was in charge. 

And how he loved being in 


charge. As he unveiled hi s flan s 
-to. turn Britain’s young underclass 
into an army of nannies sad flip-; 
Jaggers, phrases like **l can voW 
aumounceT'viFere growledwftbfoe 
leaden exuberance of one wno for : 
half a decade has beat* a*F 
dexnned to snipe, when hfe natuje 
is to decide. - 1 : r - ■ ■" 

The whole government /Jawot - 
bench somehow paled as ,i|e . 
spoke. Even the Prime Minister ;■ 
looked flimsy And insubstantial., 
beside him.. Opposite, the .former' 
Attorney-General, Sir -NidKitef. 
LydL sketched; Mr Brown as he-: 
spoke. I have the hunch that the " 
sketch will beworth keeping. T 


Cost of motor cover 


likely to increase 


By Marianne Curphey 
and Ian Murray 


ACCIDENT INSURANCE 


MOTORISTS face increased 
insurance bills after the Chan¬ 
cellor’s decision to encourage 
NHS hospitals to claw back 
from insurers the £440 million 
a year cost of treating road 
accident victims. 

The maximum that hospi¬ 
tals wilt be able to claim from 
insurers is £3.300 per person, 
which includes just under 
£3.000 for inpatient care and 
£295 for outpatient cane. 

At present the NHS is able 
to reclaim just £10 million a 
year from insurers. Under the 
1983 Road Traffic Act all 
health trusts are able to re¬ 
claim the cost of treatment, 
but only about half attempt to 
do so. The total cost of treating 
the 300.000 people a year 
injured in road accidents is 
£440 million. 

Health service leaders ques¬ 
tioned whether the proposals 
would be practical or make 
economic sense "Hospitals 
are good at treating people but 
they do not have the skills 
needed to recoup money." said 
Barbara Gonnah of the NHS 
Confederation, which repre¬ 
sents all hospital trusts and 
health authorities. 

“This would mean we 
would have to put the work 
out to get skilled people who 
were capable of doing it. In 


road accidents it is not always 
clear who is to blame and you 
would have to prove negli¬ 
gence before you could claim 
any money. The last thing we 
would want would be to get 
involved in a long legal case. 
That all means it might cost 
more money to collect these 
charges than they are Likely to 
bring in.” 

Sandy Macara, chairman of 
the British Medical Associ¬ 
ation. said that the idea was 
interesting although he could 
foresee long-lasting legal bat¬ 
tles. “I expect that insurance 
companies will just pay for 
this by putting up the premi¬ 
ums and that will hurt those 
who need their cars for work.” 
Dr Macara said. "Younger 
people already find that insur¬ 
ance charges are prohibitive 
and this could make it even 
more difficult for them to run 
a car which they might have to 
have for work. Ar the end of 
the day. I expect this will all be 
a pretty minor thing." 

The Association of British 
Insurers and the Automobile 
Association said that motor¬ 
ists would ultimately meet the 
cost Malcolm Tarling. an 
insurers spokesman, said: 
“This is very likely to contrib¬ 
ute to a significant increase in 
costs to insurers and hence to 


policy holders in terms of 
increased premiums." The AA 
said the cost to each motorist 
could be an extra £20 on their 
average £350 a year policy’. 

A spokesman for the De¬ 
partment of Health said the 
cost of treatment had to be 
paid within seven days. “What 
usually happens is that the 
motorist responsible for the 
accident pays out of his own 
pocket and then reclaims the 
sum from his insurer." 

Direct Line, the biggest 
motor insurer in Britain with 
22 million customers, said: 
“We already pay substantial 
sums after road traffic acci¬ 
dents bur we acknowlege the 
purpose of insurance is to 
protect and pay for the injuries 
to the innocent third party." 

The proposal surprised the 
Law Commission, the Govern¬ 
ment’s law reform body, 
which in December pul for¬ 
ward similar suggestions. The 
commission said its report 
that a "strong case" could be 
made for enabling the NHS to 
claw back its costs in all 
personal injury cases where 
someone had admitted liabil¬ 
ity or been held to be negligent 
by the courts. 

Yesterday Professor An¬ 
drew Burrows, the commis¬ 
sioner in charge of the 


reforms, said: "If the Govern¬ 
ment is to proceed with this we 
would be delighted. But we 
are quite surprised; h was not 
something we expected to be 
taken forward tjuite so quick¬ 
ly." The Commission had only 
just completed its consultation 
on the proposals, and had yet 
to receive a reponse from the 
Health Department Professor 
Burrows said. 

Knowing how to put a claim 
together would be difficult 
Under the Road Traffic Act 
ambulances can charge £21 for 
a callout and insurance com¬ 
panies will pay this without 
any prejudice of responsi¬ 
bility. The average cost of 
sending out an ambulance is 
around £50. Some fire bri¬ 
gades are already considering 
charging motorists when cut- 
ring equipment is used to free 
victims in car crashes. 

Frank Dobson, the Health 
Secretary, said last week that 
the average cost of keeping 
someone in an NHS bed was 
£1.000 a week, but patients 
with serious injuries might 
need intensive care treatment 
which costs upwards of £500 a 
night. Operating theatre costs 
are about £10 a minute. On top 
of tliis are the costs of physio¬ 
therapy and long-term reha¬ 
bilitation for those with 
serious bone injuries. In some 
cases this has to go on for a 
lifetime. 
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Gar fuel 
rises 



rate of 
inflation 


BY ARTHUR LEATHLEY 
and Kevin Eason 


CAR manufacturers breathed 
a sigh of relief as Gordon 
Brown backed away from 
imposing new taxes on com¬ 
pany cars. However, the 
Chancellor added more than 
□Trillion to the cost of motor¬ 
ing by increasing petrol prices 
by more than twice the infla¬ 
tion rate. 

Labour's promise to encour¬ 
age wider use of public trans¬ 
port, prompted fears among 
motoring organisations that 
the Chancellor would use his 
first Budget to introduce tough 
curbs on the use of company 
cars. 

However. Mr Brown made 
no changes to the current tax 
rules, and did nothing to meet 
environmental campaigners' 
calls for new taxation on 


PETROL 


The price of petrol went up by 4p a litre (I8p a gallon) from 6pm yesterday 


company parking. He limited 
additional motoring taxes 
largely to a higher increase on 
fuel than Introduced under the 
Conservatives, Petrol prices 
increased by 4p a litre (18p a 
gallon)' from 6pm last night. 
The 6 per cent rise is 1 per cent 
more titan under the long¬ 
term Conservative Budget 
plan. Unleaded petrol wifi rise 
to 66 Jp a litre, four-star will 
rise to 68.6p, and diesel will 
increase to 64.6p: 

The Government last month 
began a nine-month review of 
roads intended-to discourage 
unnecessary car use; with 
high petrol casts likely to form 
a key part of the strategy. The 
Centre for Economics and 
Business Research predicted 
last night that the-rises an¬ 
nounced by Mr Brown would 
reduce the amount of car use 
by 1:15 per cent by 20G0. 

Vehicle owners face an infla¬ 
tion-rate rise on the £145 
annual road tax. taking the 
cost to £150 from November 
17. 

Die Chancellor also an¬ 
nounced that lorries and buses 
that meet low-emission targets 
could have their annual car 
tax costs — which are as much 
as £3,000 a year — reduced by 
a maximum of £500. 


VAT cut warms 


the pensioners 


DOMESTIC FUEL 
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THE Chancellor cut the rate 
of value-added tax on do¬ 
mestic fuel from 8 per cent to 
5 per cent in a long-awaited 
move which brought an 
enthusiatic response from 
pensioners’ groups (Nathan 
Yates writes). 

The reduction introduced 
by Gordon Brown, which 
takes effect from September 

I and will cost the Treasury 
£485 million a year, was a 
flagship pledge in Labour's 
election manifesto. Since 
Norman Lamont, the Tory 
Chancellor, introduced VAT 
on domestic fuel in 1993. 
Labour has argued that the 
tax targets those who are 
least able to pay. including 
pensioners who suffer from 
high winter heating costs. 

Launching the VAT cut. 
Mr Brown said that its 
introduction in September 
was specifically designed to 
assist the elderly with winter 
heating bills. He added that 
an additional reduction in 
fuel costs could be expected 
next April, when the gas 
levy will be abolished. 

This is charged on pur¬ 
chases by gas companies, 
and raised £200 million last 
year. The benefit from both 


tax cuts will add up to a £90 
fall in the average annual 
fuel bill, the Chancellor 
said. 

Age Concern said the 
reduction in VAT on fuel 
would delight the elderly. 
"We are extremely enthusi¬ 
astic about this," a spokes¬ 
man said. “The warmth or 
pensioners is a measure of, 
the civilisation of a society, 
and at last this group is 
getting some respect from 
politicians." 

The new 5 per cent level is 
the lowest possible under 
European Union regula¬ 
tions. and diverges from the 
standard continental charge 
of 15 per cent. 

It also stands in sharp 
contrast with the 175 per 
rent rate which John Ma¬ 
jor’s Government attempted 
but failed to introduce in 
1995. 

According to the Trea¬ 
sury, the average household 
will be £18 a year better off 
as a result of the VaT cut. 
However, Conservatives say 
that this benefir will be 
cancelled out as the costs of 
the windfall tax. levied on 
several fuel suppliers, are 
passed on to consumers. 



confounded 


GREAT ESCAPES 


AFTER weeks of specula¬ 
tion that Gordon Brown 
was p lanning to hltjtfae 
middle classes bard-with 
backdoor taxes, he. sprung 
yet another Labour sur¬ 
prise; for this Budget at 
least, they ; had a great 
escape (Damian Whit¬ 
worth and Andrew Pierce 
write). 

Prediction after predic¬ 
tion was proved wrong. 
There had been fevered 
excitement about green tax¬ 
es but modi of that proved 
to be hot air. 

Owners of company cars 
who listened to some com¬ 
mentators over the past two 
weeks might have been 
forgiven for thinkin g that 
the Chancellor was about to 
demand the donation of a 
major organ before they 
could drive a gain: The can 
was not made yesterday, 
though Mr Brown gave a 
warning that he could get 
tough in the nod budget. 

Mr Brown did iiot wade 
in on inheritance tax, nor 
did he abolish the national 
insurance ceiling for high 
earners, or whack mobile 
phone users. ‘ 

He raised stamp doty 


from 1 to 2 per cent on 
properties worth more 
. than £500,000 and to 15 per 
cent for those worth 
£250,000, but estate-agents 
had been sweating at the 
prospect of worse. 

Pundits who suggested 
that mortgage interest re¬ 
lief would be abolished 
altogether win.have been 
keeping a low profile after 
a reduction of just 5 per 
cent to 10 per cent. 

The - distillers win no 
doubt .have raised a wee 
dram to die Chancellor 
after whisky went up only 
in line with inflation, and 
while cigarettes have been 
hit hard — up l9pona pack 
of 20 — this will not come 
until December. -Smokers 
who roll their own ewrap ed 
altogether. 

A stgb of relief wm have 
issued from the manufac¬ 
turers of alcopops, who 
from the recent h uffing and 
puffing coming from the 
government health 
might have made inquiries 
about leasing premises for 
a new generation of speak- 
easie& They, like so many 
others, can relax ... until 
Mr Brown's next Budget. 
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Two British commercial successes that cost under £15 milli on and would have benefited under the new scheme: Jude, with Kate Winslet and Christopher Ecdeston, left, and Brassed Off, with Stephen Tompkinson 

Tax action greeted with j oy by movie-makers 


THE British film industry 
received a dramatic boost 
yesterday with long-awaited 
tax incentives to promote the 
nation as a major player 
worldwide. 

Sir David Putmam was 
among leading film-makers 
who expressed delight at a 
100 per cent tax write-off on 
production and acquisition 
costs for British films with 
budgets up to £15 million. The 
whole country. they 
emphasised, would benefit 
through the creation of jobs 
and soaring exports. 

Sir David said: “We're very 
happy. This is wonderful news 
after an eight-year campaign." 
It means that Britain can com¬ 
pete' with Ireland and other 
countries which have long 
offered tax breaks." 

FUm financiers will find 
risks cut considerably. “It's 
probably worth 10 percent to a 
film's budget" he said. . . . 

Chris Auty, managing di¬ 
rector of the Recorded Picture 
Company — films include The 
Last Emperor— said: “This is 


THE FILM INDUSTRY 


By Dalya Albergb and Eric Reguly 


the best news the industry has 
had for 15 to 20 years. It's an 
act of considerable wisdom 
and also of courage. Although 
the Government dearly sees 
die industry as a promising 
export-earner and creator of 
labour—and. therefore, politi¬ 
cally desirable — I’m slightly 
surprised at their determ¬ 
ination to put it through in 
their first Budget." 

His views were echoed by 
Lynda Myles, who produced 
The Commitments: "This is 
one of the things the industry 
has been wanting for a long 
time. It’s wonderful to work 
with a Government that is 
more sympathetic to the in¬ 
dustry which can makea huge 
contribution back. It's great 
that the Government responds 
to the needs of the industry as 
quickly as this, given all the 
things it has to deal with." 

Tax relief measures intro¬ 


duced by the Chancellor will 
reduce the cost of making 
films in Britain by allowing 
film makers to recoup their 
investment earlier. The 
changes are similar to the 
proposals put forward last 
year by the Middleton Com¬ 
mittee on film finance and by 
the film industry itself. 

Under the new measures, 
the production and acquisition 
expenses of films costing £15 
million or less mil qualify for 
a 100 per cent tax write-off as 
soon as the film is completed. 
The scheme starts immediate¬ 
ly and will run three years. 

The current system allows 
film costs to be written off 
pound-for-pound as the film 
generates income, which 
could be years after its comple¬ 
tion, or at a flat rate of333 per 
cent a year, starting when the 
film is completed. 

London Economics, City 


consultants, predicts the new 
system could boost investment 
by more than 30 per cent in the 
first year, create as many as 
11,000 jobs and send film 
exports soaring by a third, at a 
projected cost of £30 million 
over the scheme's initial three- 
year period. Against that the 
extra exports could improve 
the balance of payments by 
£300 million, it was said. 

Sir Sydney Samuelson, the 
British Film Commissioner, 
applauded the announcement. 
“Tax incentives for investors 
in this dynamic business will 
offer major economic growth 
possibilities.” he said. 

Wilf Stevenson, director of 
the British Film Institute, 
called it “a real shot in the arm 
for the UK film industry". He 
added: “Until now. the UK 
was alone in Europe in not 
. having some form of tax incen¬ 
tive aimed at levelling the field 
for film-makers.” 

The -BFTdted Brassed Off 
and Jude among British mov- 
■ ies made for £15 million and 
£5.7 million that would have 


Bootleggers will be big 
winner in smoking wars 


By Daniel McCrory 

SMOKERS were last night 
tempted to become secret 
hoarders or forage on the 
black market for cigarettes 
after the Chancellor delayed 
the budget price increase 
until December. 

Most smokers are likely to 
stockpile boxes of kingsize 
before Christmas to avoid the 
19p a packet tax rise. Many 
were already asking comer 
shopkeepers how best to 
store their hoard. 

Raul Mason, an indepen¬ 
dent retailer and spokesman 
for the Tobacco Affiance, 
said: “Some smokers may 
imagine they might turn a 
quick profit by selling on 
their stockpile, but our pre¬ 
diction is that it is a little like 
having sweets in the cup¬ 
board. If you have them you 
smoke them, so long before 
Christmas they will all be 
gone. 

“The Chancellor has done 
die health lobby no favours 
by this delayed price rise”. 

He believes British smok¬ 
ers will now become habitual 
travellers. “The only people 
on cross-Channel ferries will 
soon be smokers.” A packet 
of twenty that will now cost 
£3.40 here can be bought in 
France for £2.12 and in Spain 
for under £2. “Shops will 
have to let go staff right away 
and many will close." Mr 
Mason said. 

There will be rises of Sp on 
a pack of five small cigars 
and lOp on a 25g pads of pipe 
tobacco. There will be no 
increase for hand-rolling to¬ 
bacco. The precise figures 
are: Cigars up from £98.02 
per kg to EIQSL 86 , an 8 per 
cent rise; other smoking to¬ 
bacco. including pipe and 
chewing tobacco, up from 
£43.10 per kg to £4655, also a 
rise of S per cent. 

The tobacco industry 
described this first ever de¬ 
layed increase as “bewilder¬ 
ing” and predicted it will 
cause chaos. "The big win¬ 
ners will be the bootleggers " 
Mr Mason said. 

The Tobacco Manufactur¬ 
ers Association sad “The 
delay will cause confusion. 
Demand will obviously leap 


By Dominic Walsh 
and Nathan Yates 

THE Chancellor’s deci¬ 
sion to peg rises in alco¬ 
hol duty to inflation, 
pending a review, re¬ 
ceived a qualified wel¬ 
come from the drinks 
industry last night 

Brewers and off4icence 
owners were watching 
Mr Brown's first Budget 
for signs that be wo old 
address the problem of 
cross-channel bootleg¬ 
ging. and he did not let 
them down. An important 
element of the review will 
be the effect on the econo¬ 
my of alcohol smuggling. 

But his comments were 
derided by one bootleg¬ 
ger. “Booze prices across 
the Channel are much 
cheaper than over here 
and no amount of reviews 
are going to change that," 
he said. “Ill be doing 
business as usual.” 

Mr Brown had been 
widely expected to ad¬ 
dress the growing prob¬ 
lem of alcoholic soft 
drinks, the so-called 


in the short term, but we will 
stan an urgent investigation 
into what the effects of the 
staggered rise will mean for 
ourselves and retailers". 

"There is no doubt the 
ultimate winner will be the 
bootleggers and smugglers," 
a spokesman said. "Before 
December there can be no 
restriction on what people 
stock up with.” 

A Treasury spokesman 
said the Chancellor had con¬ 
sidered the likely stockpiling. 
“The reason for this unprece¬ 
dented delay is that tills is a 
budget in unusual circum¬ 
stances. Duty rises on alco¬ 
hol and tobacco usually come 
into effect later in the year 
and the Chancellor thought it 
was fair to stay in line with 
this timetable. There is also a 
major tobacco polity review 
going on which should be 
completed at about the same 
time. The Customs and Ex- 


al copops phenomenon. 
But as with bootlegging, 
he effectively postponed a 
derision until the review 
is completed. 

A spokesman for Alco¬ 
hol Concern expressed 
surprise that al copops 
were not mentioned. “It's 
our view that a hefty rise 
in duty on alcopops 
would be a deterrent to 
underage drinking. 
Hopefully his promise of 
a wider review means that 
decision is postponed 
rather than abandoned.” 

Mr Brown was criti¬ 
cised by foe Scotch 
Whisky Association for 
linking rises, the first 
scheduled for January, to 
inflation. “It simply re¬ 
verses recent progress 
and again widens dis¬ 
crimination against spir¬ 
its," said a spokesman. 

But he welcomed die 
review of the current “ 0 - 
logical" structure, calling 
for Mr Brown to intro¬ 
duce a system for all 
drinks to be taxed at a 
rate based on their alco¬ 
hol content 


rise are preparing to crack 
down hard on any increased 
smuggling both by individ¬ 
uals on cross-Channel trips 
and organised gangs.” 

A spokesman for the To¬ 
bacco Manufacturers Associ¬ 
ation condemned the rise as 
“a windfall boost for the 
bootleg(*ers whose business 
is growing by the week and 
who already cast the Exche¬ 
quer E550 million a year in 
lost taxation”. 

The industry expects con¬ 
sumption to drop faster. "The 
number of smokers has 
dropped 40 per cent in 20 
years, and almost all give up 
because of the cost, not the 
wony over health.” the 
spokesman added. 

“Yet again smokers are 
seen as a soft option fay die 
Chancellor, who seems in¬ 
tent on caning the 15 million 
adults who already provide 
him with £ 10,000 in revenue 


every minute.Twenty ciga¬ 
rettes went through the £3 
barrier in the last Conserva¬ 
tive budget in November 
1996. The industry estimates 
that at £3.12 for a standard 
packet, the smoker already 
pays £2.63 in tax. 

Clive Bares, director of 
Action on Smoking and 
Health — the anti-smoking 
campaign group Ash. said: 
“Most smokers want to quit 
and the price rise is usually 
the last straw for most d! 
them and forces them to 
finally give up. This bigger 
than expected price rise will 
force more than ever to quit.” 

Ash estimates the price rise 
means that 22 billion fewer 
cigarettes will be smoked 
next year. “It will save 3500 
lives and earn the Treasury 
an extra £690 million, so we 
are pleasantly surprised." 

The Royal College of Physi¬ 
cians said the Chancellor had 
made a “courageous atttempt 
to tackle the huge cost of 
smoking”. But the Freedom 
Organisation for the Right to 
Enjoy Smoking Tobacco crit¬ 
icised the price rise as “puni¬ 
tive and cynical". 

Marjorie Nicholson. direc¬ 
tor of Forest, said: “Up to 
December 1 it will be a 
bonanza for smokers, and 
after December 1 it will be a 
Christmas bonanza for 
smugglers.” 

Forest reminded the Chan¬ 
cellor last night that in April 
tiie European Commissioner 
responsible for customs and 
taxation. Mario Monti, said 
that to eliminate the high tax 
differences between Britain 
and the rest of Europe would 
need an "unrealistic" large 
increase in other countries 
and that Britain needed to 
recognise that “tackling the 
problem of tobacco smug¬ 
gling may require reducing 
national rates and improving 
control measures". 

The Fair Cigarette Tax 
Campaign said the increase 
meant tax on cigarettes was 
now 80 per cent on a typical 
pack. A spokesman, Eddie 
Cassidy, said: “This will sim¬ 
ply add to the misery of 
pensioners and smokers on 
lower incomes who are least 
able to afford it." 





Sir. David Puttnam. left and Sir Sydney Samuelson delighted tty Budget news 


benefited. Both were commer¬ 
cial successes. 

Chris Smith, the National 
Heritage Secretary, said: “For. 
years, the.British film industry 
has been waiting'for a -Gov¬ 
ernment, willing to listen to 
their arguments and provide 
tangible help. "Only eight 
weeks after taking office- the 
new Government has deliv¬ 


ered the help, they want This 
is a really significant step in 
getting more British - films 
made and in attracting still 
more overseas film-makers 
here to use our faculties and 
our craftsmen and actors — 
the best in the world." 

Tom Clarice; Minister ' for 
Film and Tourism, noted how 
film in America is one of the 


top three industries. “I believe 
our film. industry has the 
potential to assume that sort of 
importance within our econo- 
my," he said. v . , 

/.The news wain also wel¬ 
comed by Gary Smith, chief 
executive of Winchester Muki- 
Media pic. Whose most recent 
successes indude Shooting 
Fish, made on a budget of 


£2.5 million. He said: "This is 
further evidence of the Gov¬ 
ernment’s commitment to the 
film industry. Our industry’ 
... creates jobs and exports 
and is good for the country.” 

Jeff Kaye. European bureau 
chief of The Hollywood Re¬ 
porter, noted that the Govern¬ 
ment “obviously has the 
British film industry in mind 
because this leaves out tax 
breaks for any Hollywood 
blockbusters like Mission Im¬ 
possible or Star Wars that 
have been shooting here with 
budgets doser to £65 million." 

Stewart Till, president of In¬ 
ternational Polygram Filmed 
Entertainment, exclaimed: 
“The Renaissance of the indus¬ 
try ... will be accelerated." 
Commenting on whether 
multi-million companies need¬ 
ed such incentives, he said: 
“Id argue that the majority of 
tiie recipients will be small 
production companies." 

He emphasised that “the 
income to the Treasury will 
many- times cover the losses 
incurred by this measure." 



Call Prime Health 
and cover all 
your children for 
the price of one. 





Onfike some otter bealtt plans, 
with Primecare yon pay the same 
premium bewever many children 
you have. . j 

hi adtfittm Primecare gives you 
and your family comprehensive 
cover, with no financial touts eu 
surgeons’ad anaesthetists’ fen. 
Which could be very important to 1 
you one day. And to your children. 

Prime Health 


A member of the Standard Life Group jBg ggga emr 


can 0800 77 99 55 now, 

of fill in the coupon for a no-obligation quote. 





. 



Inwp tansy G □ 

Haul Lj_ l .l l I j 

VJMN rnht a iqmfatt* fa it* (feme* tad 

mmtMtt* <&> n H ) 


; * . ■ *' V 


.Y. - 


f 


4 


i 
























Chancellor’s speech: Brown delivers ‘people’s Budget’ with 


‘I will tackle the weaknesses that have 
held Britain back for too many years’ » 


T he Budget that I lay before 
the House today represents 

more than an allocation of 
resources and an accounting of 
revenues. 

Because behind the numbers and 
statistics the central purpose of this 
Budget is to ensure that Britain is 
equipped tu rise to the challenge of 
the new and fast changing global 
economy. Not just a few of us. But 
everyone. The impact of the global 
market in goods and services, and 


of rapidly advancing technology, is 
now being fell in every home and 
every community in our country. 
New products, new services, new 
opportunities challenge us to 
change; old skills, old jobs, old 
industries have gone and will never 
return. Yet for our country, the first 
industrial nation, this new global 
economy driven by skills, creativ¬ 
ity, and adaptability offers a histor¬ 
ic opportunity. 

The dynamic economies of the 


future will be those that unlock the 
talent of all their people, and our 
crearivity. our adaptability, our 
belief in hard work and self- 
improvement. the very qualities 
that made Britain lead the world in 
the 18th and Itth centuries are 
precisely the qualities we need to 
make Britain a strong economic 
power in the 21st century. 

But to achieve this we must 
address the four weaknesses that 
have held us hack for too long and 


for too many years — instability, 
underinvestment, unemployment, 
and the waste of talent. 

In this Budget 1 will address each 
of these weaknesses in turn to 
ensure stability, investment, work, 
and opportunity for all. 

I mm first io stability because 
without stability all plans for 
investment, employment and edu¬ 
cation founder. In a global econo¬ 
my. long-term investment will 
come to those countries that dem¬ 
onstrate stability in their monetary 
and fiscal policies, and in their 
trading relationships, and for Brit¬ 
ain this means stability’ in our 
relations with Europe. 

In May the Government estab¬ 
lished a wholly new framework for 
monetary stability: open and ac¬ 
countable. based on dearly estab¬ 
lished rules and discipline. The 
Government sets the inflation tar¬ 
get. and the Bank of England sets 
interest rares to meet that target. 

This reform signified our determ¬ 
ination to break from the short- 
termism of the past and establish 
long-term confidence. In this Bud¬ 
get! will match these measures for 
king-term monetary stability with 
measures designed to promote 
long-term fiscal stability. 

The Chancellor is first and 
foremost the guardian of the peo¬ 
ple's money. But during the 1990s 
the national debt has doubled. This 
year alone the Taxpayer will pay out 
£25 billion in interest payments on 
deht. more than we spend on 
schools. 

Public finances must be sustain¬ 
able over the long term. If they are 
not then it is the poor, the elderly, 
and those on fixed incomes who 
depend on public services thar will 
suffer most. 

So. as with our approach to 
monetary policy, so in fiscal policy: 
we will now establish clear rules, a 
new discipline, openness, and 
accountability. 

My first rule — The golden rule — 
ensures that over the economic 
cycle the Government will borrow 
only to invest and thar current 
spending will be met from taxation. 

My second rule is that as a 
proportion of national income, 
public debt will be held at a 
prudent and stable level over the 
economic cycle. And to implement 
these rules." I am announcing today 
a five-year deficit reduction plan. 

Together, these rules and this 
plan will ensure a historic break 
from the short-termism and expedi¬ 
ency that have characterised the 
recent fiscal policies of our country. 
As with our monetary policy, our 
fiscal policy will be all the more 
credible for being open and 
accountable. 

Immediately upon coming to 
office the Government invited an 
independent scrutiny by the Nat¬ 
ional Audit Office of key assump¬ 
tions in the public finance forecasts. 
This independent scrutiny will 
continue into future Budgets with 
further work by the National Audit 
Office and. with publication, some 
months in advance of every Budget, 
of an assessment (or open debate of 
whar is happening to the economy 
and to the people's money. 

My Budget today sets out a 
forecast for public borrowing this 
year and next. And for the follow¬ 
ing three years, projections for the 
public finances based on different 
scenarios for the growth or public 
spending. 

.And I can report that in each and 
every case, our deficit reduction 
plan ensures that we are on course 
to meet the two fiscal rules that 
guide our approach to the public 
finances. Any Budget seeking to 




achieve high and stable levels of 
growth and employment must be 
guided by the true state of the 
public finances, but also by a dear 
assessment of the state of the 
economy. And to that I will now 
rum. 


INFLATION 


W e have seen a rapid 
growth of consumer 
spending, of nearly 4 per 
cent over the last year. With the 
prospecr of further windfalls from 
the building sodeties, consumer 
spending is likely to remain strong. 

TTiere has been a sharp rise of 7 
to 11 per cent in house prices, with 
even higher rises in the South East 
The growth of average earnings 
has accelerated to 45 per cent a 
year. The rate of broad money 
growth has been, around 10 per 
cent for a year. 

These increases in consumer 
spending, earnings, and money 
supply are continuing even as 
industrial production and manu¬ 
facturing output have been recover¬ 
ing only slowly. It is essential that 
consumer spending is underpinned 
by investment and industrial 
growth. 

Britain cannot afford a recur¬ 
rence of the all too familiar partem 
of previous recoveries: accelerating 
consumer spending and borrowing 
side by side with skills shortages, 
capacity constraints, increased im¬ 
ports and rising inOation. Already 
there are warning signs that this 
pattern could be repeated. 

In similar circumstances some of 
my predecessors have ignored 
these signs while others have 
deluded themselves info believing 
that growth, however unbalanced, 
was evidence of their success. I will 
not ignore the warning signs and I 
will not repeat past mistakes. 

The Treasury's assessment is 
that the output gap is close to zero, 
and there is a risk that output could 
already be above trend. In other 
words our sustainable rate of 
growth is too low for growth to 
continue at its current pace without 
the risk of more inflation. That is 
why in May T judged interesf rate 
increases were necessary, and 
events since then have confirmed 
that this was the correct judgment. 

But against these pressures we 
must take into account boih the 
subdued level of producer price 
inflation and the current strength 
of sterling, which, over the last 
year, has appreciated by IS per 
cent. I understand and share the 
concerns of industry and exporters 
and will address them. 

As the figures demonstrate, there 
is now an imbalance between 
strong growth in the consumer and 
service sector and weak growth in 
the manufacturing and exporting 
sector. Nonetheless what worries 
manufacturers even more is that 
inflation could get out of control 
and herald a return to the instabil¬ 
ity of stop-eo. 

My goal is therefore to ease 
inflationary pressures without 
damage to industrial and exporting 
prosfKcts and to do so in a w av that 
is consistent with our long-term 
objective of high and stable growth 
and employment. In this way we 
can moderate the upward pressure 
on interest rates and on the 
exchange rate. As well as further 
our objective of sustainable public 
finances. 

1 have therefore derided to tight¬ 
en fiscal policy, as a result' of 
Budget measures including the 
windfall Tax. by £55 billion This 
year and £4.75 billion nexr year. 
And. with the resulting reductions 
in the deficit. I am able to present 
an economic forecast putting us 
back on course for a more balanced 
and more lasting recovery. And for 
lung-tenn stability in the public 
finances. 

The forecast is that GDP will 
grow by 3-25 per cent this year and 
25 per cent next year before 
returning to its trend rate. 

Consumer spending which is 
cx[>ecied to increase by 4.5 per cent 
this year is forecast to grow more 
slowly at 4 per cent next year. 
Business investment, which has 
failed to meet expectations over the 


past two years is forecast to rise 
strongly this year and next, so 
increasing investment as a share of 
GDP. 

Finally, inflation is expected to 
remain at 25 per cent this year, the 
Government’s target, rising slight¬ 
ly to 2.75 per cent next year as a 
result of the failure by the last 
Government to take early action to 
control inflation, before returning 
to 25 per cent in 1999. 

To achieve long-term stability is 
to achieve something no Govern¬ 
ment has done for decades. But 
stability is a necessary'- not a 
sufficient, condition for the Govern¬ 
ment’s objectives of high and stable 
levels of growth and employment. 

A prudent estimate of the current 
trend rate of growth is only 2.25 per 
cent Higher growth will have to be 
achieved rather than assumed. But 
I believe that as a country we can 
achieve higher long-term rates of 
growth if — from this Budget 
onwards — we expand investment 
and capacity, promote employ- 
menu and increase our country's 
skills. 

If we are to do so more of our 
companies will have to rise to the 
level of our best And it is to far 
reaching measures that will raise 
the quantity and quality of invest¬ 
ment that l now turn. 


INVESTMENT 


S ince 1QS0 the UK has invested 
a lower share of GDP chan 
most other industrialised 
countries, and GDP per worker has 
been lower too. For every £100 
invested per worker in the UK, 
Germany has invested over E140, 
the US and France around £150, 
and Japan over EI60 per worker. 

The objective behind our two 
year long corporate tax review — 
begun in opposition — has been to 
develop a tax system that encour¬ 
ages personal savings, favours 
higher levels of investment re¬ 
wards long-term investment and is 


CMy golden rule is 
that current 
spending will be 
met from tax and 
the Government 
will borrow only 
for investments 


fair to all. Our consultations on 
capital gains tax will be completed 
in time for the next Budget 

Half the adult population of our 
country hardly save at all. So in 
order to encourage personal sav¬ 
ings the Government will, as 
promised, introduce from 1999, 
individual savings accounts, ex¬ 
tending the principle of Tessas and 
Peps, continuing to offer favour¬ 
able tax reliefs for saving. Through 
the new individual savings account 
we intend to encourage the habit of 
saving among people who have 
never saved before. I can confirm 
also that this Budget will not 
proceed with the last Government’s 
proposal to phase out tax relief on 
employee pension contributions. 

But this point in the recovery is 
also the right time to make changes 
in corporation tax to encourage 
more long-term investment. 

My changes in monetary policy 
were designed to help companies 
make long-term investment deci¬ 
sions with confidence. My changes 
in corporation tax are directed' to 
the same long-term objective. 

I want the United Kingdom to be 
the obvious first choice for new 
investment. So I have decided to cut 
the main rate of corporation tax by 
2 per cent from 33 per cent to 31 per 
cent, the lowest ever rale in the UK. 
This means that we will have the 
lowest corporation tax rate of any 
of our major competitors — 
Germany. France. America or Ja¬ 
pan — and we will have it under 
this Government. This is a long¬ 
term commitment that will in¬ 
crease both inward investment and 


domestic investment to the benefit 
of the whole country. Too often 
British companies have invested 
too little, and too late in flic 
economic cycle. 

Because l warn companies to get 
the benefit now. the 2 per cent 
corporation tax cut will start from 
April 1997. 


TAX CREDITS 


T his tax cut is the first 
component of this Budget's 
investment strategy. The sec¬ 
ond is a structural reform that will 
also encourage investment. 

The present system of tax credits 
encourages companies to pay out 
dividends rather than reinvest their 
profits. This cannot be the best way 
of encouraging investment for rhe 
long term as was acknowledged by 
the last Government. 

Many pension funds are in 
substantial surplus and at present 
many companies are enjoying pen¬ 
sion holidays, so this is the right 
time to undertake a long-needed 
reform. So. with immediate effect. I 
propose to abolish tax credits paid 
to pension funds and companies. 

For Pep holders, for individuals 
who do not pay tax and for 
charities, tax credits will continue 
to be paid until April 1999. 

By this time the introduction of 
individual savings accounts will 
ensure that individuals have the 
opportunity to continue to be able 
to save wirh tax advantages. So 
they will continue to have 
favourable tax incentives to invest 
in equities. Basic and lower rate 
taxpayers do not pay any extra tax 
on dividends they receive: that will 
remain the position. And we will 
ensure that higher rate taxpayers 
will pay no more than they do now. 

Advance corporation tax will 
continue to be paid by companies 
on their dividends at the same rate 
as now. To stop rhe yield from ACT 
being eroded by greater use of 
foreign income dividends, we are 
ending the foreign income divi¬ 
dends scheme from April 6.1999. 

International holding companies 
will continue to pay dividends out 
of foreign income without paying 
advance corporation tax. 

I will make special provision for 
charities through public expendi¬ 
ture. Tax credits will be paid to 
them until April 1999 and after 
April 1999 the Government will 
fund a five-year transitional period. 
So charities will have seven years in 
total in which to adjust to die 
change. 

Charities have been pressing for 
a review of iheir tax treatment for 
some time. The Government will 
now consult widely on how the tax 
treatment of charities can be made 
more appropriate to help charities 
today. Charities too will of course 
gain, like others, from the longer- 
term benefit to their shareholdings 
that higher company investment 
and profits will bring. 

In future new jobs are likely to 
come from a large number of small 
businesses than from a small 
number of large businesses. 

^ The route to success is not for the 
Government to try to pick winners 
but to create an environment in 
which more firms have more 
chances, by their own efforts, to 
succeed. That is why I have decided 
to do more to assist investment in 
small businesses. I have therefore 
derided to cut the small companies 
tax rate by 2 per cent from 23 per 
cent to 21 per cent, and to do so from 
April 1997. 

In the past investment incentives 
have been introduced in recessions 
when companies are least able to 
consider new investment. 

But at this point in the economic 
cycle an investment incentive 
should encourage companies con¬ 
sidering future investments to 
bring those investments forward. I 
have therefore derided, with imme¬ 
diate effect, to double for one year 
the level of first year capital 
allowances on plant and machinery 
for small and medium-sized firms. 
This will apply to both companies 
and unincorporated businesses. 

This means that if a firm invests 
within the next twelve months it 
Continued on facing page 
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a promise of stability, investment, work and opportunity for all 


From facing page ' 
can set o& against tax riot a 
quarter of its investment as'Kther- 
to but a half. ;• ' 

, °J«r 15 million businesses will 
be eli gible for this relief. It will be 
worth £230 million to small and 
medium-sized Witnesses next year 
and £170 milliori the year after. - 
It wfll be larger paid for by 

W reinstanng the on&yeardiny back 

time for corporate losses, which 
was temporarily extended to three 
years during the recession. 

Taken together, the cut in corpo¬ 
ration tax and ihe new investment 
incentive represent a significant 
boost for small business invest¬ 
ment. Britain moves forward with 1 
' u nc 1 o f the most -favourable tax 
regimes for small businessesof any 
country. . 


FILM INDUSTRY 


B ritain is increasingly lead¬ 
ing the world in those 
industries which most obvi¬ 
ously depend on the skills, and 
tehmts of their workers—commun¬ 
ications, design, architecture, fash¬ 
ion, music and film. 

Our national endowment fond 
for science technology and the arts 
will offer talented young artists and 
scientists, the finance to turn Brit¬ 
ish ideas into successful business 
ventures. But despite the British 
film industry's outstanding record 
of creative and critical success, too 
many British films that could be 
made in Britain are being made 
abroad, or not at all. 

The talents of British film mak¬ 
ers can and should, wherever 
possible, be employed to,the benefit 
of the British economy. &v after 
today, production and acquisition 
costs on British films with budgets' 
of £15 mini on or less will qualify for 
100 per cent writeoff for tax 
purposes when the film is complet¬ 
ed: a three-year measure ai a cost of 
£30 million that will not only boost 
the number of British films but foe 
British economy by boosting our 
exports. """ ■! . 


WELFARE 


I n the'new economy however, 
where capital, inventions, even 
raw materials ate mobile. Brit¬ 
ain has only onetruly- national 
resource: the talent and potential of - 
its people. Yet in Britain today one . 
in five of working-age households 
has^oOTieefonmgiwage. In place 1 
of welfare thereshauhf be woac So 1 
today this Budget is taking-the first 
steps tocreatethetiew: wfeffarer state' 
for the 21 st centmy,,'.. 

The welfare state was arid re¬ 
mains a grrat Bnnsb'adnevemenL 
It was set up toprovide securityfor.. 
all, andpRpprtionty jfor all, goals as 
relevant.tpd^y as 1 in J945. 

But for ndUOTs;bu‘t; 4 rf work or. 
suffering poverty 'in’.writ, the . 
welfare state today denies rather, 
than provide? opportunity/ It is 
time for tte welfare state to put 
oppatfonify again in! peoples* 
hands. 

First, everyone in. need of work 
should have :theopportunity to; 
work. Second, we must ensure 
work pays.Third,- everyone who 
seeks to advance through emptoy- 
menl and education must be given 
the means to advance. So we will 
create a new ladder of opportunity 
that will allow the many, by then- 
own efforts, to benefit from oppor¬ 
tunities once open only to a fev. . : 

Starting from next year, every 
young person aged 18-25 who is 
unemployed for more. than . six 
months will be offered a first step 
on the employment ladder. 

Tomorrow the Secretary for Edu-_. 
cation and Employment will detail' 
the four options. All involve train-, 
ing leading to qualifications: a job 
with an employer, work with a 
voluntary organisation: work on 
the environmental taskforce; and; 
for those without basic qualifica¬ 
tions. foil-time education or train¬ 
ing. With these new opportunities 
for young people come new respon¬ 
sibilities. There will be no ftfth 
option — to stay at home on foil 
benefit. So when they sign on for 
benefit they will be signing up for 
work. Benefits will be cut if young 
people refuse to take up the 
opportunities. 

This new deal for the young is 
comprehensive, rich in opportuni¬ 
ty, linked ro foe development of 
skills and has already attracted the 
support of some of Britain’s leading 
companies. I urge every business to 
play its part in this national 
crusade to equip this country for 
rhe future by taking on young 
unemployed men and women, 
f appeal to every voluntary 


organisation to make a further 
-. contribution to their community by 
Taking on a young person. And I 
will make it - possible for every 
member of this 1 House to act asan 
ambassador for this venture; en- 
' c °waging young people in their 
constituencies, consulting, talking 
to local businesses mid bringing 
them together to play foer part in 
this new deal for young people. . 

There are 350.000-adult men and 
women who have been put of work 
for two years or fonger. The second 
component of our Welfare-to-Work 
programme will offer employers a 
£75-a-week subsidy to employ long¬ 
term unemployed men and women. 

Yet many of them 1 who lack skills 
are debarred by foe I&hour rule 
from- obtaining ' fhenrL .-For this 
' group foe unskilled ~ the 16- 
nour rule will be relaxed so that 
when the long-term unemployed - 
sign on Jar benefit they will now 
sign up for work or training. 

T?t& programme of £35 bUliwi— 
which - indudes an unallocated 
reserve of £500 million — will be 
the main item funded from foe 
windfall tax an the excess profits of 
theprivatised utilities, the details of 
which I will give the House shortly. 

But in this Budget I wfl] address 
also foe needs erf the two other 
important groups: lone parents and 
those in receipt of incapacity and 
disability benefits who, as a matter 
of principle, should also have , foe 
right to woric. •• 

There are now I million lone 
parents bringing up 2 million 
children on benefit Any Welfare- 
to-Work programme that seriously 
tackles poverty in our country must 
put new employment opportunities 
in the hands of lone parents. So 
today 1 am allocating a total of £200 
million from foe windfall fund for 
foei-most. innovative programme - 
any Government has introduced 
for advice, training and* day and 

. 4 In the new 

economy Britain . 
has only one truly . 
national resource, . 
i ’the talent.and the r 
potential of its 
>workforce.5 

aftep^chqbf-^ to'sigjpoirt 
lcne^arerits"; * ‘ ; .’' - -" Z \ W 

■- Currently lone parents receive- 1 : 
little enctwraganent toseek. work 
before their youngest child is 16. 
Under The. programme! arnaii- ' 
nounqng today, when foeypungest 
child is in the second term of full- 
time schooling. lone parents will . 
beinvited for jobfearchinterviews 
and offered help in finding work' 
foat suits their circumstances; On 
Friday foe Social Security Minister 
wfll ®q>Jaibn-4o the House the foil 
details Of how. this radical new 
programme will be introduced. 


CHILDCARE 


B ut from now cm — as it 
should be—an integral pan 
of our economic policy. So 
first we wfll increase foe supply of 
childcare.in our country and make 
it more accessible; as part of foe 
-newdeal for foe under 25s, we wiH 
encourage voluntary organisations 
to'take an-and train young people 
and help- them: into-careers as 
tiitildcare assistants. 

We believe that over a five-year 
period as many as 50.000 young 
people can be trained as childcare 
assistants. Second, we will make 
childcare more affordable; from 
next summer every lone parent 
with more than one child who 
qualifies for family credit housing 
benefit or coundl tax benefit will. 
have the first £100 of weekly 
childcare costs disregarded in cal¬ 
culating their .in-work benefits; told 
from now on every loneparent with 
children of 12 years old or younger 
will be able to receive help; lottery 
money will be made available for 
after-school ■ clubs.; And as. we 
replace the wasteful arid, chaotic 
system of nursery, vouchers we will 
be able to offer reliable access to 
nursery places for every four-year- 
old in Britain. ’ 

With these measures, that bring 
both . childcare and employment 
within the reach of many more 
parents, we have taken the first step 
to a national childcare strategy for. 
foe United Kingdom. _ 

No one in bur society,, in 1997. 
should be excluded from the.right 


to work either because of disability 
or incapacity, if they want to do 
same work. So as a final element of 
our Welfare-to-Work strategy we 
will also bring forward proposals 
to help those who are d babied or on 
incapacity benefit who want train¬ 
ing, or work. To fund this pro¬ 
gramme and other measures I nave 
set'aside £200 million from foe 
windfall fond. 

Taken together these comprehen- 
' srve and ambitious initiatives mean 
that, from now on, no section of 
society should suffer permanent 
exclusion. 

For too long the United Kingdom 
has been united only in name. 
From today ours is a country where 
everyone has - a contribution to 
make. The second principle of the 
new welfare state is to ensure foal 
work always pays. 

- In May I established, under foe 
chairmanship of Martin Taylor, a 
review to consider how we can 
streamline and modernise the rax 
and benefit system to help employ¬ 
ment opportunity and work incen¬ 
tives and assist in strengthening 
family life. - 

We will introduce a lOp rate of 
income tax as soon as h is prudent 
to do so. A lOp tax rate — combined 
with a cut in benefit tapers — will. 
reduce in-work poverty. So too will 
the minimum wage which the 
Government will introduce after 
advice from the new low-pay 
commission. 

Set at a sensible level, foe 
minimum wage will not only 
establish a floor under wages but 
ensure inwork benefits act as a 
genuine top-up for low-paid work¬ 
ers rather than a subsidy for low- 
paying employers. 

So I have also asked Martin 
Taylor to consider at an early stage 
foe advantages of- introducing a 
new inwork tax credit for low-paid 
workers. It would draw upon the 
successful experience of foe Ameri¬ 
can earned income tax credit, 
which helps reduce in work poverty 
and now helps 19 million lower 
paid workers. 

. Conclusions that emerge from 
this tax benefit review will inform 
the judgments in my next Budget, 
which I have decided will be in 
spring 1998. 


T he third component of foe 
new welfare state is the 
establishment of a skills 
ladder — so that every employee is 
encouraged to learn skills through- 
out their working lives. 

, It is bur intention to introduce 
Individual learning accounts. And, 
to'jncrease foe staying on rates at 
schools and colleges, we wfll com- 

g lete our review of educational 
nance and maintenance for 16 to 
18-yeaiplds to ensure resources are 
used to support those most in need. 

Just as foe Open University has, 
since foe 1960s, offered thousands 
second chances in higher education 
through television, in their homes, 
our new University for Industry 
can, from foe 1990s, through satel¬ 
lite cable and interactive technol¬ 
ogies bring lifelong learning direct 
to homes as well as workplaces. 

I have allocated from foe Wei- 
fare-to-Wark budget £5 million to 
start up foe Public-Private Partner¬ 
ship that wiU fund foe University 
for Industry. 

By there measures which wfll 
create work, make sure that work 
always pays, and provide recurring 
opportunities for lifelong learning, 
the new welfare state will help 
equip Britain for foe new world. 


A country equipped for foe 
future should also have a 
modern tax system based on 
principle. The tax system sends 
critical signals about foe economic 
activities a society wishes to pro¬ 
mote and deter. Today 1 start to put 
these principles into practice by 
demonstrating our commitment to 
foe environment 
As the statement of environmen¬ 
tal principles set out by the Finan¬ 
cial Secretary today shows, we are 
determined that our tax system and 
economic policies as a whole en¬ 
courage foe good and discourage 
the harmful. 

The extraction of aggregates — 
including stone, sand and gravel — 
-involve significant environmental 
costs and damage to foe landscape, 
which may go beyond that recog¬ 
nised in foe scope and level of foe 
landfill tax. Too little is also being 
done to discourage water pollution. 
The environmental case for charges 
on polluters needs to be examined 


TAXATION 
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carefully. After a period of consult¬ 
ation. I will return with any 
proposals in these two areas in my 
next Budget. 

Existing taxes, including our 
excise duties, must also advance the 
Government's environmental ob¬ 
jectives. So to reduce pollution, 
lorries and buses foat meet low 
emission standards will, from next 
year, attract a reduction of vehicle 
excise duty by a maximum of £500. 

Rises In vehicle exdse duly, 
broadly in line with inflation, will 
take place from November 17. And 
in line with the environmental 
objectives 1 have set down, road 
fuel duties will increase by an exrra 
1 per cent every year over and 
above the annual 5 per cent real 
rate of increase established by the 
-previous Government. Petrol will 
go up by the equivalent of 4 pence a 
litre from 6 pm this evening. 

1 have also derided to raise the 
annual rate of increase in tobacco 
duties. From December I this year 
these wfll be increased by an extra 2 
per cent a year — this year by 
another 5p -- above the annual 3 
per cent real rate of increase 
established by the previous 
Government. 

In the normal course of events 
the price of a packet of 20 cigarettes 
would have risen by just over I4p. 
Under my proposals the price of a 
packet will rise on l November by 
!9p. 

Alcohol and tobacco duties 


demand careful consideration this 
year, not least because of foe 
impact of fraud, smuggling and 
cross-border shopping. I have 
therefore decided to review all 
alcohol and tobacco duties and 
while this review is under way. 
inflation-only rises for alcohol will 
take effect from January. 


TAX AVOIDANCE 


T he tax burden avoided by the 
few falls on the many. In 
right weeks of this Govern¬ 
ment we have already identified a 
series of significant tax abuses I 
am introducing measures with 
immediate effect to end tax abuses 
through avoidance of corporation 
tax. VAT and PAYE. Changes to 
insurance premium tax to block an 
abuse relating to long-term health 
insurance will take effect from 
October 1.1 am also proposing to 
modernise the rules governing 
transfer pricing and controlled 
foreign companies. In total these 
initial measures will bring in a 
cumulative total of £1.7 billion over 
four years. 

A Government committed to the 
proper funding of publie services 
will not tolerate the avuidance of 
taxation and will be relentless in its 
war against tax avoidance. 

[ have also instructed the Inland 
Revenue to cany oui a wide- 
ranging review of areas of tax 
avoidance, with a view to further 


legislation in future finance bills. I 
have specifically asked them ro 
consider a general anti-avoidance 
rule. 

The principle of fairness in 
taxation will guide all my Budget 
decisions. So 1 can today announce 
that at this, the first opportunity, 
the Government will honour its 
pledge to cut vaT on fuel and 
power. To help pay for this, we will 
withdraw tax relief for private 
medical insurance for the over-60s 
which costs £140 miilion-a-year 
and which has failed to achieve iis 
original purpose of substantially 
increasing the take-up of private 
medical insurance. 

I would like to abolish VAT on 
fuel. But European rules prevent 
me from doing so. Therefore. VAT 
will be cut to the lowest level 
compatible with European law. 
that is 5 per cent from September 1. 
well in advance of winter fuel bills. 

in this Budget I have no changes 
to make to income tax either at the 
basic or lop rate. 1 will not extend 
VAT to food, children 1 ? clothes .and 
newspapers and public transport 
fares. Nor will 1 during this 
Parliament. This is a Govemmenr 
that keeps its promises on tax. 

But to cut fuel bills, I intend to 
ma ke a further tax cuL The gas levy 

— imposed by the last Government 

— has pushed prices far domestic 
consumers higher than they would 
otherwise be. So from next April 
year we are reducing the gas levy to 


zero. 185 million domestic custom¬ 
ers' will benefit from this change. 
Their gas bills should fall by about 
2 per cent on average. 

As a result of these two changes, 
and other price cuts already an¬ 
nounced. I expecr gas prices to fall 
in real terms by 55 per cent this 
year and II per cent next year, 
which will mean a tall of £90 in 
next year's fuel bills compared with 
lasr year’s. 

Many of the least well insulated 
houses in Britain are occupied by 
older people. No pensioner should 
be in a pnsirion where for reasons 
of finance they cannot adequately 
insulate their homes. Today with 
our new programme of training 
and jobs fur young people we are 

Clam determined 
we will never 
return to the 
instability that 
characterised the 

housing market in 
the 1980s 9 


able to expand the national pro¬ 
gramme of home insulation. 

Contractors wirhin the home 
energy efficiency scheme, and vol¬ 
untary organisations will be en¬ 
couraged to rake on young people to 
insulare the homes of pensioners. 

Poorly insulated housing is but 
one of the most conscious failures of 
housing policies of the last 20 years. 
Even more serious is inadequate 
provision of low-cost rented accom¬ 
modation throughout our country. 
This has led to overcrowding rhe 
costly and wasteful use of bed-and- 
breakfasr accommodation and in 
some cases homelessness. 

This Government has a commit¬ 
ment to decent housing at afford¬ 
able rents because we believe that 
overcrowding and homelessness on 
a scale we have seen are intolerable 
in a civilised society. 

Building and repairing homes 
will answer a pressing social need 
and offer opportunities for skilled 
and productive employment. I can 
therefore announce the first step in 
a practical and measured pro¬ 
gramme to phase the release of 
capital receipts. Local authorities 
will have borrowing consents for 
an additional £900 million — £200 
million this year, and £700 million 
next year — for building new 
houses and repairing their existing 
stock. 

For most people the acquisition 
of a house is the biggest single 
investment they will make. Home- 
owners rightly expect their invest¬ 
ment to be protected by sensible 
policies pursued by Government. 

1 am determined that as a 
country we never return ro the 
instability, speculation, and nega¬ 
tive equity that characterised foe 
housing market in the 19S0s and 
1990s. Volatility is damaging both 
to the housing market and to the 
economy as a whole. So stability 
will be central to our policy to help 
homeowners. And we must be 
prepared to take the action neces¬ 
sary to secure h. 

I will not allow house prices to 
get out of control and put at risk foe 
sustainability of the recovery. I 
have therefore decided it is right to 
take two measures aimed at stabil¬ 
ity in foe housing market. 

First I will raise stamp duty from 
1 per cenr ro 15 per cent on property 
sales above £250,000 and to 2 per 
cent for property sales above 
£500.000. TTiis will ake immediate 
effect after foe Budget resolution 
has been voted by foe House. 

Second, continuing foe reforms 
begun by rhe previous Government 
which removed mortgage tax relief 
at foe higher rate of 40 per cent in 
1991. and cur it to 15 per cenr by 
1995.1 propose to reduce mortgage 
tax relief by a further 5 per cent 
from 15 per cent to 10 per cent from 
April I99S. 

The riming of my measure 
should help to avoid a rerum to foe 
conditions of foe 1980s where foe 
failure to take early action guaran¬ 
teed worse problems later on. I 
believe these measures will help to 
ensure a more balanced recovery. 


WINDFALL TAX 


O ur reform of the welfare 
state — and foe pro¬ 
gramme to move the unem¬ 
ployed from welfare to work — is 
funded by a new and one-off 
windfall tax on the excess profits of 
foe privatised utilities. The tax will 
apply to companies privatised by 
flotation, and subject to economic 
regulation under sped Bed acts of 
Parliament. 

In determining the details of foe 
tax. I believe I have struck a fair 
balance between recognising foe 
position of the utilities today and 
their under-valuation and under¬ 
regulation at the rime of privatisa¬ 
tion. The windfall tax will be 
related to the excessively high 
profits made under foe initial 
regime. A company's rax bill will be 
based on foe difference between the 
value that was placed on it at 
privatisation, and a more realistic 
market valuation based on its after¬ 
tax profits for up to the first four full 
accounting years following priv¬ 
atisation. 

In preparing the windfall tax we 
looked more broadly at rhe position 
Continued on page 18 
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‘We are honouring our pledges’ 


From page 17 

of the affected companies. I 
am satisfied that no company 
faces an unduly heavy tax 
burden. The windfall rax will 
raise some E2.1 billion from 
the electricity sector. around 
EL65 billion from the water 
sector, and some E1.45 billion 
from the remaining com¬ 
panies. After taking the reduc¬ 
tion in the gas levy into 
account, which will cost the 
Government £400 million 
over the next three years, the 
net effect of the gas levy and 
the windfall tax together will 
raise E4.S billion. 

After consulting the regula¬ 
tors, it is my judgment that the 
tax can be paid without any 
impact on prices, investment, 
or the quality of service to 
customers: or. in my view, on 
employment, it will be a one- 
off Tax payable in two instal¬ 
ment s. The first instalment 
will be paid on December 1, 
1997. the second a year later. 


BORROWING 


B ased on the fiscal tight¬ 
ening I have an¬ 
nounced today, 1 can 
now give full details of our 
five-year deficit reduction 
plan. The plan is aimed at 
reducing the structural budget 
deficit. It is made possible by a 
long-term commitment to fi¬ 
nancial discipline. It takes into 
account the uncertainties and 
risks involved in forecasting 
the economic cycle. It is under¬ 
pinned by a comprehensive 
review of the way Government 
spends its money; and it 
matches rigour today with a 


long-term commitment to pru¬ 
dent public finances. 

In January this year I an¬ 
nounced we would adhere for 
two years to the agreed control 
totals for public spending. 
That commitment is reaf¬ 
firmed today and integral to 
the Budget statement. 

I announced there would be 
no spending round this year. 
Nor will there be. Depart¬ 
ments are working within 
already announced depart¬ 
mental spending totals to reor¬ 
der spending from low priority 
to high priority areas. 1 am 
pleased to report that they are 
not only identifying waste and 
inefficiencies in existing 
spending but redistributing 
savings to the long-term prior¬ 
ities of this Government, not 
the last. 

The figures f now give for 
my deficit reduction plan ex¬ 
clude windfall tax revenues. 
Borrowing was projected in 
the last Budget to be £19.25 
billion this year but is now set 
to be E1325 billion. And bor¬ 
rowing that was projected to 
be £12-25 billion next year is 
now set to be £55 billion. 

Beyond these years. I am 
publishing a range of projec¬ 
tions based on different as¬ 
sumptions for spending. In 
every case we meet the golden 
rule, see debt falling as a 
proportion of GDP and, 
because of our discipline, we 
go below the borrowing pro¬ 
jections of the previous Gov¬ 
ernment. And for this year and 
for the foreseeable future we 
are comfortably within the 
Maastricht criteria for levels 
of both debt and borrowing. 


T he Comprehensive 
Spending Review will 
determine overall prior¬ 
ities for the early decades of 
the new century. 

In the case of the National 
Health Service, the first stage 
of our cuts in bureaucracy are 
being implemented this year. 
By next spring the first conclu¬ 
sions from the strategic review 
of London hospitals will be 
implemented; we will act to 

C Our economic 
success 
tomorrow will 
depend on 
investing in our 
schools today 9 


improve the organisation of 
services including, to merge 
NHS trusts. By dismantling 
the internal market we will no 
longer have to spend money 
promoting competition and 
servicing innumerable short¬ 
term contracts and the admin¬ 
istration that goes with them, 
at the expense of patient care. 

And tecause we have rein- 
visorated the Private Finance 
Initiative, we will shortly an¬ 
nounce a new hospital build¬ 
ing programme across the 
country. We will also act to 
recoup in foil the cost of 
treating road traffic accidents 
from insurance companies. 


In normal circumstances, the 
£5 billion reserve for I99S99— 
set aside by the previous 
Government — would be dis¬ 
tributed during the annual 
autumn spending round, with 
the allocations announced at 
the time of the November 
Budget 

There is no spending round 
this autumn and. as a result, 
there will now be no Budget 
until next spring. The majority 
of the reserve will be retained 
for contingencies that may 
arise in the coming year. 

But now that the long-term 
changes are underway. I want 
the NHS to be able to plan 
also for the year ahead. And I 
want them to do so in the sure 
knowledge of a prudent and 
realistic allocation for 1998-99 
which will ensure that patient 
care is secure. 

The long-term plans mean 
that we are now sure the 
money will go where it is 
needed — direct to patient 
care. I have decided to allocate 
from the reserve to the NHS 
for 1998-99 a sum of EU 
billion. This does more than 
meet our commitment at the 
election for a real-term in¬ 
crease in resources. Health 
spending will now rise by 5 
percent—225 percent in real 
terms — the same as our 
projection for the rate of the 
economy as a whole. 


EDUCATION 


E ducation is our coun¬ 
try’s priority. -It holds 
the key to our future. 
But the Government must be 
satisfied that resources in edu¬ 
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cation are going direct to 
learning in the classroom. The 
Secretary of State for Educa¬ 
tion will bring forward pro¬ 
posals so that every school can 
meet standards for results and 
discipline. 

Our long-term review of 
spending on education, 
schools and local education 
authorities must meet targets 
for raising standards in 
schools. And they must dem¬ 
onstrate that money is being 
spent improving the quality of 
pupils' education. 

For next year, while we 
review the future arrange¬ 
ments for local authority fi¬ 
nance, capping will remain in 
place. But 1 propose to allocate 
from the reserve for 199899 
and specifically for use in 
schools an additional £1 bil¬ 
lion to education. 

Traditionally these an¬ 
nouncements — of tax reve¬ 
nues and spending allocations 
— would complete a Budget 
But 1 have one more an¬ 
nouncement to make. 

The windfall tax I have 
announced will finance the 
measures I have announced 
for employment and training. 
But there is nothing more 
important to the training of 
young people than what hap¬ 
pens in our schools. 

Indeed many of the prob¬ 
lems our WeUare-ro-Work pro¬ 
gramme must now address 
start in school. We cannot run 
a first-rate economy on the 
basis of second-rate education. 

In general economic success 
tomorrow will depend on in¬ 
vesting in our schools today. 
But at the present rate of 
progress many of our children 
will be educated for the 21st 
century in classrooms built in 
the 19th. 

Today one million pupils 
are being educated in class¬ 
rooms built before the First 
World War. If our schools are 
to educate for the needs of the 
21st century economy 'they 
must themselves become 
schools fit to learn in and 
equipped for the 21st century. 

And by encouraging schools 
to engage in Public/Private 
Partnerships, the public in¬ 
vestment we make can lever in 
even more resources to reno¬ 
vate our schools. 

I want schools not just to 
repair the roofs and the fabric 
but to acquire the equipment 
and computers they need. So I 
have decided to allocate cash 
from the proceeds of the 
windfall tax for an immediate 
programme of capital invest¬ 
ment to equip our schools with 
the infrastructure, the technol¬ 
ogy, and the bright, modern 
classrooms they need. 

The Paymaster General and 
the Secretary of State for 
Education and Employment 
will Invite schools to submit 
plans, showing how they pro¬ 
pose to upgrade, modernise 
and become schools fit for the 
21st cenrury. The detail of the 
plans will be announced by 
the Secretary of State for 
Education in due course. 

I therefore propose to make 
available £1.3 bifiion over the 
course of the Parliament, rep¬ 
resenting a capital investment 
that averages almost E150 for 
every pupil in the country. 

Taken together with the 
extra year-to-year expenditure 
I have just announced, this 
Budget allocates £23 bQiion in 
new resources for our schools. 
With this increase in educa¬ 
tional investment we are tak¬ 
ing the first step towards 
delivering our manifesto com¬ 
mitment to increase the pro¬ 
portion of national income 
spent on education. 

In education, as in every 
other area, we are honouring 
our pledges to the British 
people. 

The measures I have an¬ 
nounced today for stability, 
investment, employment and 
opportunity for all will make 
Britain better equipped and 
more ready to face the future 
with confidence. 

Previous Budgets pursued 
tile short-term interests of the 
few. This Budget advances the 
long-term interests of the 
many. A Budget equipping 
Britain for the future — meet¬ 
ing the peoples' priorities. 

A people's Budget for Brit¬ 
ain's future. I commend it to 
the House and to the country. 



‘smash and grab’ 
raid on pensions 


By Andrew Pierce 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

WILLIAM HAGUE accused 
the Government of a bitter 
betrayal of trust by raising 
taxes 17 times in the Budget 
only eight weeks after win¬ 
ning the' election on a plat¬ 
form of no increases. 

Pensioners, home owners, 
low-income families and 
people with savings would be 
forced to pay the price of 
Labour's broken promises, 
the Leader of the Opposition 
said in his response to the 
Budget speech. 

The windfall tax, the 
centrepiece of the Budget, 
was a cynical device which 
was a savings tax by any 
other name. The Chancellor 
had mounted a "smash-and- 
grab" raid on pensions fund 
that would have a profound 
effect on the income of those 
over 65 for years to come. 

Mr Hague said thar the 
Chancellor had hidden be¬ 
hind the skirts of complex tax 
increases and he gave warn¬ 
ing that the reduction of VAT 
on fuel might have to be paid 
for by smaller rises in the 
srate pension. 

“Anyone with a pension, 
anyone with an insurance 
policy, anyone who has to 
pay a telephone bill, anyone 
who is working hard to build 
up a nest egg for the future, 
will be hit by the windfall 
tax," he said. 

Mr Hague cheered Tories 
with a combative speech in 
which he repeatedly accused- 
Mr Blair of betrayal. “One 
thing is very clear about the 
Budget. When the Prune 
Minister said before the elec¬ 
tion he had no plans to 
increase taxation, he didn't 
mean a word of it — because 
this is a tax-raising Budget:" 

The changes to MIRAS 
and Advance. Corporation 


LEADER OF THE 
OPPOSITION 


Tax were rises "which Lab¬ 
our denied they would intro¬ 
duce before the election". 

The Labour Pajrty had 
never shown any sympathy 
for home ownership and the 
changes to MIRAS and 
stamp duty demonstrated 
dearly that they were not 
"going to start being in 
sympathy with it today". 

While only wealthy home- 
owners would pay more in 
stamp duly the. rest of the 
country would have to pay a 
high price for the 17 tax 
increases. "This is a Budget 
in which the Government 
has broken a central election 
promise and tried to comfort 

6 When he. said 
he had no plans 
to increase 
taxation, he 
didn’t mean a 
word of it 5 


its supporters by saying there 
will be a £13 billion increase 
in health service spending." 
But it was a smokescreen. 
Last year the Tory Govern¬ 
ment had increased spending 
by £1.6 billion without a 
windfall tax. 

The abolition of tax relief 
on health insurance for 
People aged over 60 would 
affect 600.000 pensioners. "It 
is an utterly vindictive way in 
which to raise extra-money 
for the Treasury," he said. It 
would lead to up to 200,000- 
people cancelling private 
health insurance policies. 


which would lengthen NHS 
hospital waiting lists. 

He said that the Chancel¬ 
lor liad deliberately chotsen 
Advance Corporation Tax to 
raise the bulk of the extra 
revenue because it was so 
complex he hoped that ordi¬ 
nary voters would not under¬ 
stand it or notice iL.. 

"It is a tax strategy that 
halves the blame for him but 
doubles the pain for everyone 
else. This tax mean pensions 
hinds will be able to claim 
less tax bade so their revenue 
will be lower, their growth' 
will be lower and pensions 
will be smaller. 

"The bills for the decisions 
taken today will be paid by 
millions of hard-working 
people many years down the 
line, it is a smash-and-grab 
raid on pension funds in this 
country and it is a cynical 
betrayal of the millions who 
have built up pensions, and 
now see them devalued.” 

There was one effect every¬ 
one would understand. "Pen¬ 
sioners will be worse off." 

The Chancellor was “look- ■ 
ing for a free lunch from the 
windfall tax" by portraying 
“fat cats and stripe-shirted 
speculators" as the losers. 
But as Professor John Kay 
had written there was no 
such thing as. a tax on firms. 
The burden always fell on 
individuals. Mr Blair ought 
to know—Professor Kay was 
one of his advisers. Mr 
Hague said to loud laughter. 

He said that the Budget 
was full of missed opportuni¬ 
ties which had done nothing . 
for families that wanted-to 
save; invest and keep most of 
their earnings. "Ih future 
years the country wiffwant to 
know what the Government 
has.'done with the best era-’ 
nomic inheritance in decades - 
and they had better be ready 
to be held to account,” - - - 
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All the different shades of Brown 


Alan Hamilton profiles the-man 
whose attitudes are coloured b y 
deep-rooted strengths and beliefs 


DURING the eariy stages of 
the English Civil- -War. the 
Scots despatched 20.000 nien 
to aid OnomwelTs ariny <m 
the promise .that ^Parlia¬ 
mentarians would impose' 
upon the English Scotland's 
own brand of pundtanism, the ■ 
Presbyterian religion. ■ 

Some hope. TTk deal dis-- 
solved but the Scots, being 
Septs, wrested soine a^varh 
tage -from, their punctured 
ambition. When Charies I 
surrendered to a Soots army 
al Newark in T645,. they 
charged the English £200,000 
to hand him over. 

The grudging "En glish 
stumped up, muttering that, 
the Scots had “sold their lung 



< When he 
won his first 
bid for power, 
the&aiance 
wastippedby 
the Duke of . 
Edinburgh? 


for a groat". Now we. have 
another Presbyterian with 
his hands around the throat 
of English money, 

But is Gordon Brpwn. the 
Fairfax to Tony Kair’s Crom- 
well m tiie New > '4(Spdid 
Labour, tcafly the ptfritan b e 
has sometimes been por¬ 


trayed? Or is be, like his 
’ forebears at Newark, a canny 
Scottish . pragmatist, .who 
would not mistake a balance 
; sheetforaBiblerr 
■ Brown is a son of the 
raanse. - His father was a 
.. Church of Seofland minister. 
■ in ■ Kirkcaldy, a deeply 
. ungfainorous Kfetown best 

kawWn to the worfdfor the 

manufacture, offinoteunv 

Siff W the birthplace of 
Adam Smith, who codified 
the free market economy 200 
years before Thatcher. 

- But there is little, puritan-• 
ism in the Kirk these days; 
Calvinist hellfire and brim¬ 
stone has long stoce fled to 
fringe sects. Or John Brown, 
now living in retirement in 
Aberdeenshire, is remem¬ 
bered as a man more interest¬ 
ed in compassion than 
theological dogma, born of 
his eariy experience as a 
pastor among the slums and 
poverty of Govan in inner 
Glasgow. 

He appears to have in¬ 
stilled in die young Gordon a 
deep sense of social justice 
and a belief that there; really 
is such a thing as society. 

That in itseu fa a particular¬ 
ly Scottish attitude. The poor 
er partner of the union has 
always by tradition ..been 
more collectivist than its Eng¬ 
lishneighbour, and the cul¬ 
ture of old Labour dies 
harder north of the border. 
Brown fa a cerebral politician 
witb an excellent mind honed 
on thehmd steel of aSrottish 
education. But he is still very 
modi a product-of his own 
roots: 

A fast-tracker at Kirkcaldy 
High' School Brown'entered 
Edinburgh University at the 
positively lSthcentury age of 
16, and;by 20 had gained an 
outstandings fust in history. 
Edinburgh was his political 
launch-pad; in his kipper tie, 
-flares •: mid- shoulder-length 
hair, be was die archetypal; 
strident arrivist e except that 
unlike : .Ms fellow erntpus 
crusaders, 1 he declined 4o\ 
grow a, beard, remaining 



Brown's schooldays: a son of the mans e, but his father was more interested in compassion than dogma 


resolutely dean-shaven. And. 
unlike,most of the rest, he 
made a serious and success¬ 
ful bdd for power. 

■ The post of Rector is a fine 
democratic curiosity of the 
.dki Scottish unrvetsities, en¬ 
shrined in law. The student 
body may elect a representa¬ 


tive who can then chair the 
university court effectively 
the board of directors. 

Most previous holders had 
been old buffers, high-profile 
actors, comedians or other 
absentee figureheads, who 
rarely bothered to show then- 
faces. Brown stood for the 


post He won hands down. 
The granite-faced mafia of 
senior academics, high court 
judges and other powerful 
worthies who ran the univer¬ 
sity. and just about every¬ 
thing else in Edinburgh, were 
so horrified at being chaired 
by a 21-year-old leftie that the 


matter ended up in the High 
Court- 

Brown won again. 

The balance fa said to have 
been tipped in his favour by 
the university’s chancellor, 
the Duke of Edinburgh. 

When discreetly lobbied, 
the Duke took the view that 


Brown was entirely within 
file rules. 

The experience of confront¬ 
ing such an influential and 
oligarchic elite probably did 
as much to stiffen Brown's 
sense of social justice as 
anything he had learned at 
his father's knee. 

But it also taught him the 
dark and useful arts of pow¬ 
er-broking. 

Then, as now. Brown could 
appear an ascetic, earnest 
character fellow-students 
christened him "Boredom 
Beaver Broon" for his dedica¬ 
tion to detailed facts and 
arcane statistics. His obses¬ 
sion did not entirely rule out 
the more fleshly delights of 
undergraduate life, but it 
certainly coloured them. 

For five years. Brown 
shared his student flat and at 
least a comer of his life, with 
fellow undergraduate Prin¬ 
cess Margarita, sparkling el¬ 
dest daughter of the exiled 
King Midtael of Romania. 
She said after their parting: 
"It was a very solid and 
romantic story. 

"I never stopped loving 
him. but one day it didn't 
seem right any more. It was 
politics, politics, politics, and 
1 needed nurturing." 

Since then. Brown seems to 
have spent many of the 
intervening years in puritani¬ 
cal self-denial, retiring to 
Dunfermline East at week¬ 
ends to live alone in a 
substantial house within 
sight of one of his major 
constituency headaches, 
Rosyth dockyard. 

But in recent days, there is 
news that the flinty Presby¬ 
terian heart may be suscepti¬ 
ble to charm after all. 

Brown is said to be intent 
on marriage to Sarah Macau¬ 
lay, a 52-year-old public rela¬ 
tions executive whom he met 
three years ago at a Labour 
fundraising event, and with 
whom he has been photo¬ 
graphed by the Sunday tab¬ 
loids at fashionable London 
dining dens. 

After 14 years in Parlia¬ 
ment. the Rt Hon James 
Gordon Brown, former lec¬ 
turer and TV current affairs 
journalist, has a new work¬ 
ing address at 11 Downing 
Street, although the accom¬ 
modation is "used by the 
family of his friend Tony 


Blair, who found No 10's 
rooms too small. 

Puritan or not. Gordon 
Brown is undeniably from 
the very middle class that he. 
like many Labour chancel¬ 
lors before him. has punished 
in Budgets. Far from denying 
his class, he made so much of 
it last year that he earned a 
metaphorical smacked bot¬ 
tom from his mother. 

In an effort to curry favour. 
Brown told a gathering of 
businessmen that he himself 
came from a business back¬ 
ground and knew all about 
running a company, as his 
mother and father had been 
directors of the family timber 
business run by his uncles. 
Mrs Brown, a spirited lady of 
SO. told The Times that she 
and her husband had merely 
been directors on paper, and 
had never had anything seri¬ 
ous to do with buying and 
selling wood. 

So for the Chancellor to 



C I did not 
stop loving 
him, she said, 
but it was all 
politics. I 
needed 
nurturing ? 


tax business is no sign of 
puritanism, for there is no 
element of self-denial but for 
him to hammer the middle 
classes is a different matter. 

He is. of course, a non¬ 
smoking non-driver. Scottish 
canniness may have won the 
day. 



from Dalton to Healey 

Robin Young (Hi the series of catastrophes faced by Labour Chancellors 


GORDON BROWN’S Bridget, 
was the first presented by a 
Labour Chancellor*-for J8 
years, and the last “before that 
was really a non-event. J3n 
April 3.1979, with the Labour 
Government having Jost its 
minority and a general' dee- 
tion already announced for 
May 3. Denis Heafcy present¬ 
ed a Finance Bill which made 
minimal changes to the tax 
structure in lieu' of- a proper 
Budget. 

The Conservatives under . 
Margaret Thatcher won- 4he 
election and it was Sir" Geof¬ 
frey Howe who, bn May .12, ■ 
reduced income tax [try 3p hi 
the pound, cut public spend¬ 
ing by £4 bilb'on and increased 
VAT to 15 per cent 1 

For Labour Chancellors, life 
has been a series of catastro¬ 
phes and crises, though lord 
Healey insists now that the 
only thing which makes being 
a Labour Chancellor more 
difficult than being a Tray one 
is the problem, of getting 
spending cuts accepted try the 
pany. 

The strain can tell* he ad¬ 
mits. It was Healey who. en 
route to Heathrow, had to 
cancel a flight to Hong Kong 

in November 1976 because of 

the plummeting pound (it fell 
to US$1,637). He was obliged 
to borrow £2399 billion from 
the International Monetary 
Fund and to introduce the 
heaviest programme of spend-. 
ing cuts that Britain had ever' 
known. The . only alternative 
he claimed, was "economic 
policies so savage that they 
would lead to rioting in the 
streets" 

He believes that he never 
worked harder than in thesix 
yeans that he was Chancellor. 
“I reckon I regularly worked 
16 hours a day. and I got an 
attack of shingles, a sign of 
stress, during the preparation 
of one Budget." , 

His wife Edna recalls: 1 
regularly laid a place at the 
fable for the red box, because. 
Denis always worked right 
through mealtimes." • . 

James Callaghan, Harold.. 
Wilson’s first Chancellor, and 
the only Labour Oianceflar 
ever to succeed in becoming 
Prime Minister, agrees mat 





Hugh Dalton, above,-had to resign in 1947 while 
Sir Stafford Cripps retired a broken man m 1950 



the former position is the “the 
most nerve-wracking job I 
ever had". 

" Roy Jenkins, Labour’s most 
successful postwar Chancellor 
(he bequeathed Anthony Bar¬ 
ber a'record revenue surplus, 
of £2.444 million i n 19 70). . 
subsequently left the party to 
found and lead the Social 
Democratic Party, and nw 
sits in the -Lords as a liberal 
Democrat .. .. -V 

He recently compared pre¬ 
senting a Budget to “skydiving 
without a. parachute. ana 
said that at best the Chancel- . 
tors.week is "like building 


sandcastles within the 
tiddine, erecting edifices 
which wfl] be washed away by 
the high tide of one's immedi¬ 
ate successor". 

For Labour Chancellors the 
dreaded words in the political 
vocabulary include: “wage in¬ 
flation". "spending cuts", "im¬ 
port controls", “sterling 
crisis", and, worst of all. 
"devaluation". 

Three of Labour’s six post¬ 
war Chancellors were forced 
info devaluations. James Cal¬ 
laghan, obliged to devalue tbe 
pound from $230 to $2-40 in 
November 1967, insisted at the 


time that it was a “well- 
thought out and orderly step" 
(“I do not know why you 
repeat the question. Don't you 
believe me?")- but says now: "I 
was very low. I felt that I had 
been devalued as much as 
sterling.” Eleven days after the 
devaluation he exchanged jobs 
with Roy Jenkins, the Home 
Secretary. 

Others recovered less well 
Hugh Dalton, Attlee's first 
postwar Chancellor, haring 
been forced into almost imme¬ 
diate emergency measures in 
the face of exchange crises, 
talked about impending tax 
increases in November 1947 to 
a reporter before telling 
Parliament and resigned the 
- next day in disgrace. 

His successor. Sir Stafford 
Cripps, a leftwinger who had 
been expelled from the Labour 
Party for six years during the 
Second World War, was 
forced to devalue the pound 
from $4.03 to $2J50 in Septem¬ 
ber 1949 depite having intro¬ 
duced yet more emergency 
measures to combat the dollar 
deficit 

He retired in October 1950 a 
broken man, to be succeeded 
by Hugh Gaitskell. who just 
. had time in 1951 to introduce 
prescription charges on false 
teeth and spectacles to pay for 
rearmament before Labour 
was defeated at the polls. 

Other fiscal innovations at¬ 
tempted by Labour Chancel¬ 
lors mcluded cuts in tobacco, 
, petrol and newsprint quanti¬ 
ties (Dalton, June 1947), the 
suspension of sterling convert¬ 
ibility (Dalton, August 1947), a 
capital levy on investment 
income (Cripps, April 1948). a 
standstill on dollar purchases 
(Cripps, July 1948). 15 per cent 
import surcharge (Callaghan, 
October 1964), capital gains 
tax and corporation tax (Calla¬ 
ghan, April 1965). selective 
employment tax (Callaghan, 
May 1966). and selective im¬ 
port controls (Healey. Decem¬ 
ber 1975). 

The introduction of a wealth 
tax. heralded by Healey in his 
first Budget in March 1974, 
was abandoned to "indefinite 
delay" by a further announce¬ 
ment in December 1975, and 
has been little heard of since. 
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A day of low drama and mixed fortunes for soap families 



■ Jack and Sarah Sugden of 
Emmerdale Farm arc mulling over 
Gordon Brown's Budget with typi¬ 
cal Yorkshire caution. Having just 
bought a new farm. Jack is not quite 
sure whether he could qualify for 

first-year capita! allowances to buys 

new tractor. With a faster child and 
their own two children, the couple 
are happy that an extra £150 per 
child is to be spent on schools. With 
a Ford Mondeo estate and a couple 
of Land Rovers, the Sugdens an? not 
happy about a further 4p a litre on. 
petrol and diesel. Jack's pint at the 
Woolpack will be more expensive 
too. The cuuple have only a small 
mortgage, having bought out Jack's 
mother from her partnership with 
the proceeds of the sale of the 
original Emmerdale Farm, so the 
reduction in Miras has little effect. 


■ Tiffany Mitchell of EastEnders is the sort of girl char 
Gordon Brown is out to help. She has been bringing up her 
baby girl. Courtney, alone, living with her brother Simon and 
his boyfriend Tony Hills until the boiler broke down and left 
them with no hot water. 

That left the former beautician with no option but to go 
back to the Queen Vic, where husband Grant Mitchell is 
head barman. She has taken a temporary job. and could be a 
beneficiary eventually of the national minimum wage. On the 
orher hand, help with Che fuel bills in Mr Brown's Britain of 
tiie future might have helped her to maintain her 
independent lifestyle as a lone parent that much longer. 

The Mitchells drink, which will cost them a bit more from 
January, but they do not smoke. On the other hand. Albert 
Square's pensioner Dot Cotton, recently retired from her 
launderette, is going to be hard hit by the extra I9p on a 
packet of cigarettes, as she smokes rather a lot. 

Bianca, from 43 Albert Square, is also going to be affected 
because her taste for vodka and orange will become a bit 
more expensive when spirits go up by I9p a battle. On the 
other hand, her earnings as a market trader selling ladies' 
fashions could mean that she is a candidate for the 10 per cent 


rate of income fax that Mr Brown has mooted, fr depends on 
what expenses she has the temerity to claim under self- 
assessment for running her market stall. Her Ford Escort 
will be drinking up the extra pennies, but her husband Ricky 
is a mechanic, working Tor Phil at the Arches, so he is well- 
qualified to keep her car mileage figures within tolerable 
bounds. 

Tiffany could be able to put in extra hours at her 
temporary job at die Vic thanks to the suspension of the 16- 
hour rule for unskilled workers. That will depend, though, on 
whether her former employment as a beautician disqualifies 
her from the category. Apparently she had no formal 
qualifications so is probably safe. 

Few inhabitants of Albert Square are likely to be be affected 
by the Chancellor's threatened review of tax avoidance. They 
have little experience of Tessas or ftps and are unlikely to 
open individual savings accounts when they are given the 
opportunity. 

Tax evasion is rife among the Square's denizens, however, 
and is not likely to be abated by the Chancellor’s assurance 
that the top and basic rates of income tax are fixed for the 
duration of this ParliamenL 


■ Tlx Rev Geraldine Granger, the 
plump, thirtyish vicar of Dibley is re¬ 
lieved that the Chancellor failed to in¬ 
troduce Chocolate Tax; to fund the 
NHS in its treatment of diseases 
associated with excessive consump¬ 
tion of sogar. Sbe is equally pleased 
that there is no VAT on rood, particul¬ 
arly on her little weaknesses in the 
confectionery department A non- 
driver, she worries that the extra 4p a 
litre on petrol may deter some of her 
further-flung parishioners from att¬ 
endance on Sundays, and that she 
may have to lure them with pulpit 
gimmickry. like tips on how to avoid 
the new tax avoidance dampdown. 
Her derical stipend is modest but 
unlikely to squeeze her into the prop¬ 
osed lOp tax band. Still, a reduction 
to 5 per cent of VAT on fuel will help 
her to heat the rambling vkarage. 


■ Miles, Anna, Milly, Egg ancLFerr 
dy, the trendy twenty-somethings 
who share a rented house in BBC?s 
This Life, are rather offended ttiat 
Gordon Brown's Budget statement 
made no apparent reference to them. 
His attentions were concentrated ran 
the young unemployed. The This Life 
characters are all gainfully em¬ 
ployed, and none is a lone parent for 
whom Mr Brown announced conces¬ 
sions. They are mortified to Have to 
pay an extra 19p a packet on the 
dgarettes that three of them smoke. 
The 4p on a bottle of wine will not re¬ 
duce their consumption. Cuts in VAT 
on domestic fuel will reduce their 
bills next winter, but by then they 
will have forgotten aU about the Bud¬ 
get They rarely discuss macroecon¬ 
omics, having more urgent concerns, 
such as their love lives and careers. 


Charity groups decry loss of tax relief 


CHARITIES expressed dis¬ 
may last night at the scrap¬ 
ping of advance corporation 
tax {ACT), which will cost 
them about £280 million a 
year, more than the E250 
million that they receive from 
the National Lottery. 

Voluntary sector leaders ex¬ 
pressed relief, however, that 
the measure will not be app¬ 
lied to them until 1**« and that 
there will then be a five-year, 
government-funded transition 
period. They also welcomed 
the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quers decision to order a full- 


scale review of the tax treat¬ 
ment of charities. 

Stuart Etherington. chief 
executive of the National 
Council of Voluntary Organ¬ 
isations. said that the Govern¬ 
ment^ decision to delay the 
abolition of the tax for 
charities was a welcome recog¬ 
nition of their special role in 
society. 

"Charities' investments can¬ 
not be compared with those of 
the profit-oriented private sec¬ 
tor. They are social invest¬ 
ments with the returns being 
used to provide services and 


£280m blow offsets lottery cash, reports Alexandra Frean 


advocacy for some of the most 
vulnerable people in society," 
he said. He added that he was 
relieved that the Chancellor 
had delayed the abolition of 
the tax for charities. “At least 
the sector will have a tittle 
more time to adjust to this loss 
and to develop and test out 
other sources of income." 

Mr Etherington fell that 
more help would be needed for 
charities if they were to work 


in partnership with the Gov¬ 
ernment on its Welfare to 
Work programme. 

“If the sector is to take on 
these new responsibilities, it 
will need a strong financial 
base from which to begin," Mr 
Etherington said. He ex¬ 
pressed the hope that the 
Government will develop a 
means of protecting the sector 
from any unintended conse¬ 
quences. The existence of the 


tax effectively means that 
charities' investment income 
is 25 per cent higher than it 
would be otherwise because it 
enables them to claim back tax 
credits on the gross dividends 
paid by companies. 

Charity managers are par¬ 
ticularly worried about the 
withdrawal of tax relief, 
because they are having to rely 
increasingly on investment in¬ 
come for their survival, in the 


face of a steady drop in 
individual donations to chari¬ 
ty from the public, investment 
income is one of the few areas 
in which charities have experi¬ 
enced financial growth. 

According to the National 
Council of Voluntary Organ¬ 
isations, a fifth of general 
charities’ income is derived 
from investments. The Bar¬ 
clays/NGO Finance. Charity 
100 . Index, shows that invest¬ 


ment is the only income 
stream to have risen in every 
quarter since 1992. 

Reform of the tax will not 
just hit die big charities that 
nave significant investments. 
As many small and .medium- 
sized charities receive funds, 
from endowed charitable 
trusts, such as the Wellcome 
Foundation, which calculates 
that it stands to lose El million 
a week from the scrapping of 
the tax. they will suffer too. 

A spokeswoman from the 
Charities Tax Reform Group. 
said that she was delighted 


that the main focus of the 
review of the tax treatment of 
charities would be the current 
• VAT arrangements. These 
cost charities about £350 mil¬ 
lion a year in VAT payments 
that duly cannot claim back. 
The review will also cover 
-direct ' taxes and. business 
rates. 

The review will be based on 
consultation with the. sector, 
and charities are invited to 
contribute their initial views 
•by December ^1. A const!Il¬ 
lation, document will be pub¬ 
lished by April next year. 
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The Chancellor gave the Spice Giris and other big money earners what they realty wanted in the Budget 

No 



inhabitants of millionaires’ row 


By Damian Whitworth 


FOR the Spice Girls it was a 
Budget that, if they were 
realty, realty that interested, 
(hey must have really, really 
wanted. 

In the millionaire strato¬ 
sphere they inhabit, there was 
almost nothing to cause even 
a minor palpitation let alone a 
major stampede to leave these 
islands for a sunnier tax 
haven. 

Lord Lloyd-Webber may 
have bought a house in the 
Republic of Ireland and 
threatened to quit a Labour 
Britain, but there is no need 
for him to become a tax exile 
just yet. Frank Bruno, the 
boxer, and Paul Daniels, the 
magician, who had also hint¬ 
ed that punitive taxes would 
drive them abroad, can 
refrain from packing their 
bags. 

Labour said in its election 
manifesto that there would be 
no increase in income tax 
rates. Mr Brown kept his 
word. It is not known how 
much the Spice Girls pay in 


tax because the Spice Giris 
Ltd. the company they formed 
last year with Simon Fuller, 
their manager, has yet to file 
accounts at Companies 
House. Furthermore, Mr 
Fuller’s office said yesterday 
that they could not comment 
on the girls’ personal fi¬ 
nances. Industry experts have 
estimated, however, that they 
have each earned E3 million 
in the past year. 

“If it is £3 million, then they 
wifi, of course, quite simply 
continue to pay the top rate of 
income tax at 40 per cent." 
said Jane Douglas, a tax 
partner at Denton HalL the 
City law firm that has several 
celebrity dicn Is. 

Ms Douglas pointed out 
that two of the main fears of 
the rich — that the Chancellor 
would abolish the national 
insurance ceiling for high 
earners and curb the fax 
breaks of non-domicOed indi¬ 
viduals — had proved un¬ 
founded. 

While the Spia Girls do not 


fall into the category of young 
people who will benefit from . 
the creation of opportunities 
for work in the lofr insulation 
business,-. Ms Douglas said 
that tax breaks for the film 
industry could offer more 
openings for foe five pop' 
stats, who are . at present 
making a movie. . . 

The only serious way in 
which big sbowbusmess bank. 
accounts would be raided by * 
Gordon Brown was through 
the doubling of stamp duty on 
houses costing more than 
£500.000, a view echoed by 
Phillip Beresford. who com¬ 
piles The Sunday Times 
"Rich List”.Tie said: “Whoev¬ 
er buys Lord Lloyd-Webber's, 
house in Belgravia is going to 
be faced with fairly hefty 
stomp duty; but, apart from 
that, 1 can’t see anything that 
is going to be celebrity or 
millionaire-unfriendly.” 

. Ron Mowlam, chief execu- 
tive_ of The Celebrity Group, 
which negotiates many of the 
cotnmc rcial deals for show- 


business and sports stars, 
that the Budget was goo 
his clients. 

“This was the first bi 
by a Labour Govern men I 
it was important that 
didn’t, start back on the 
to the levels of taxation 
we saw under Prime Mir 
Wilson when so many pc 
were driven from these st 
to be. domiciled overseas 
the Exchequer lost out era 
of tax.’he said from tbet* 
at Wimbledon where he 
Hatching deals yesterday, 

“It was really only it 
later years of the Conserv, 
Government that many 
started to return, and pa; 
here.” He . added that 
doubted if the reductio 
mortgage interest relief 
likdy to bother the S 
Giris all of whom are w 
stood, to be buying house 
themselves of their parts 
. “I hardly thing th^y'wi 
bothering with mortg; 
They are likely to make 
purchases" . . 
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as Berisha’s henchmen exit 


ALBANIA yesterday descended 
mto the chaos of a comical banana 

SX!2! c w President Ben'sha mar- 
shaUed Ins guard, police' and 

special police units to defend the 
capital, Tirana - andhk Prime 
Minister, Bashldm Fmo. ordered 
them to stand down.- ■■■ 

Blue police tanks rumbled one 
way and green army and presiden- 
ual guard tanks inmcHed another; 
the monarchists deeded-b join in 
me fun and held a demonstration 
gat blocked the' cfty's main 
Skanderbeg Square and all routes 
norffi. • 



Only a few days after its general 
election, Tom Walker finds Tirana fast 
becoming the setting for a Balkan 
farce as official results trickle in 


■ 'His Socialists promised they 
would Join them in the evening. 
Soldiers, bodyguards and police 
smiled and .waved at one another 
as they set up and dismantled 
roadblocks, before mostdedded to 
go home of their own volition in die 


sticky afternoon heat. Earlier in the 
day it had been confirmed that 
Bdul Cela, the interior Minister 
and one of the most hated hench¬ 
men of the Berisha regime, had 
indeed fled the country, making the 
state of emergency that has existed 


for die past five months something 
of a headless chicken. 

Mr Fmo, however, insisted that 
Mr Cela was still in charge, and 
that Mr Berisha had overstepped 
his constitutional limits in taking 
command of Albania's motley mili¬ 
tary and police elite. 

The President, angered that his 
security coup seemed not 10 be 
working, called a press conference, 
ft clarified nothing, in particular 
the small matter of how long he 
would remain President given that 
at least two thirds of the country 
had just voted against him. Speak¬ 


ing in his own patented elliptical 
English, while mysteriously laps¬ 
ing into French for the benefit of 
American reporters — President 
Berisha bamboozled an audience of 
about 200 with replies thai meant 
little, 

It is now generally agreed that 
Mr Berisha will stand down once 
the Socialists have formed a gov¬ 
ernment. although when that will 
be remains far from dear. 

Albania's Central Election Com¬ 
mission admitted yesterday that it 
still could not give the result of 
Sunday's general election, telling 


reporters to return fumnrrow. In 
the meantime, the President's sec¬ 
urity coterie is leaving the country 
before it can be swept away in a 
tide of vengeance. 

Apart from Mr Cela, who left for 
Greece. Agirti Shehu. the police 
chief, jumped on a Lufthansa flight 
on Monday, just as Xhaii Xhaferi, 
the head of the presidential guard, 
boarded a Turkish Airlines flight to 
Istanbul. 

Completing a rum quartet was 
Gjergj Lezha, the former head of 
the financial police and head of 
information for the Shik- secret 


police, who was seen taking an 
Albanian Airlines flight, also to 
Istanbul. A stewardess with the 
domestic airline confirmed that 
another 15 of the presidential guard 
had left for Turkey on Sunday. 

Mr Berisha had some explaining 
to do. but preferred to pretend the 
exodus was not happening. Why 
had he called out the troops? "You 
are absolutely right — there is no 
one in charge. I have difficulty in 
accepting that he |Mr Cda| can do 
his duties outside Albania." 

Leading article, page 25 
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as a powerful figure 
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‘broke 
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From [an Brodie in Washington 



From Robin Lodge 

IN MOSCOW 

THE Communist chairman 
of the Russian State Duma, 
the lower house of parlia¬ 
ment has accused President 
Yeltsin of breaking the law by 
appointing his daughter an 
official adviser. The move is 
also being challenged m the 
Supreme Court - 

Tatyana Dyachenko, 37, Mr 
Yeltsin’s younger daughter, 
was one of her father's closest 
aides since she took over his 
successful reefectiionV cam¬ 
paign last year. Closely linked 
with Anatoli Chubais, the 
First Deputy-PrimeMinister,- 
she was regmded as one of the 
most powerful figures in the 
country, even before her ap- 
pointmenl this week as. an 
official adviser, on image- 
malting. 

Gennadi Sdeznyov. the 
Speaker of the Duma, said the 
appointment - was illegal 
under the dvfl service law. 
which sets strict limits on the 
appointment of relatives to' 
state agencies. 

In a separate development, 
a lawyer from Klin, northwest 
of Moscow, has filed a suit to 
challenge the appointment; 
citing the civil service law and 
a presidential decree on dvfl 
service' positions 1 issued in 
January last year. 

The presidential press: ser¬ 
vice denied that the law had 
been transgressed. It said that 
the President was not a civil 
servant and tibat accordingly 
appointments to ins adminis¬ 
tration were not covered by 
the law. 

The Russian public does 
not take, kindly to women 
family members being 
pushed to the fore and wives 
and daughters have usually 
been kept in the background. 

Mikhail - Gorbachev’s wife.: 
Raisa was.reviled throughout. 

the country because of her 
public prominence. Mis 
Dyachenko risks similar vili¬ 
fication, in contrast to Naina 
Yeltsin, the President's wife, 
who has been careful to 
maintain a supportive but 
low-key profile. 

Mrs Dyachenko said it had 
been a difficult decision to 
accept a formal post on her 
father’s staff but that she bad 
gone ahead “because of the 
necessity of such a step”: ■* 


NASA hopes its luck wflj 
change for the better tomor¬ 
row with' a promised space 
spectacular from America’s 
latest mission to Mars. 

If all goes .as. planned, the 
landing craft will pop open 
and deliver a vehicle smaller 
than a child’s pedal car that 
will set off to explore the 
surface of the Red Planet 

By : happy chance. Nasa 
officials could find no “win¬ 
dow" for the landing other 
than July 4.-Their hope is that 
millions: of Americans, , al¬ 
ready basking in the patriotic 
glow of Independence Day, 



An artist's view of how 
the probe and its ■“car" 
win. have a cushioned 
-landing on Mars 


will turn on their television 
sets to enjoy the added fillip of 
seeing their tax dollars at 
work on Mars. 

Nasa could do with a boost 
after the flak it has taken over 
the wisdom of sending the 
British-born astronaut, Mich¬ 
ael FoaJe, to Russia's archaic 
and accident-prone Mir space 
station. 

Brian* Cooper, a young 
Nasa scientist, will steer the 
car as if he were playing a 
video game, but with a couple 
of momentous differences. 

For one tiling, he will have 
millions of back-seat drivers 
watching over his shoulder. 
For another, each turn of the 
wheel will take II minutes to 
reach the car 119 million miles 
away, followed by a wait of 
another 11 minutes for the car 
to send a signal acknowledg¬ 
ing the instructions back to the 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena. California. 

- The car, a six-wheeled box 
known as Sojourner, is not 
built for speed. It will proceed 
at just over 1ft per minute to 
try to prevent it falling irre¬ 
trievably into a Martian pot¬ 
hole or over a cliff. 

On-board lasers will “feel" 
the terrain for dangers that 
have eluded Mr Cooper and, if 
they spot any. Sojourner will 
come to a prudent halt while 
distant humans pander their 
next move. Sojourner wifi be 
Nasa’s first unmanned rover 
on another planet 

Two Vflting spacecraft land- 



Modds of Pathfinder, with solar panels and deflated airbag, and Sojourner 


years age 
remained stationaiy. The data 
they sent back, though re¬ 
markable offered no proof of 
life on Mars.Sojoumer will 
analyse rocks and stones 
strewn about in an arid plain 
known as Ares VaUis. 

Nasa will try a new. cheaper 
way of landing on Mars that 
some consider risky. Instead 
of going first into orbit around 
the planer and then releasing 
the landing craft, the Path¬ 
finder spacecraft carrying So¬ 
journer will barrel straight 


through the upper atmosphere 
at ](>.000mph. As it descends, 
a parachute will be released 
for deceleration and a cocoon 
of super-strength airbags will 
inflate to cushion impact. 
Even so. Pathfinder is expect¬ 
ed to crash-land at 50mph and 
may bounce IOOft a couple of 
times before coming to rest 
The exploration in the bit¬ 
terly cold Martian climate is 
unlikely to last longer than a 
month. The cost is $270 mil¬ 
lion (£103 million] as against 
$1 billion for the two Vikings. 


This is the first in a series of 
Mars probes culminating in 
2005. By then. Nasa hopes the 
spacecraft will be equipped to 
blast off. bringing Earth its 
first cargo scooped from the 
surface.of another planet. 

□ Martian TV: The Pathfind¬ 
er landing is marked by three 
days of special programmes 
on BBC2. starting tomorrow 
at SJOpm with an evening of 
documentaries. First pictures 
from the planet should be seen 
in Live From Mars on Satur¬ 
day from Sam to lOJOam. 


Volcano airlift for woman’s pets 


From Tom Rhodes in Montserrat 


MARY HEALY has devoted 
her life to the 17cats and dogs 
who inhabit her home di reedy 
beneath the spewing vents of 
Montserrat’S malevolent vol¬ 
cano; Despite, fast-«tcroach- 
ihg feya flows which have 
already killed 23 islanders on 
this tiny. British .colony, the 
ageing American lias disre¬ 
garded warnings and stead¬ 
fastly refused to leave her 
house in Richmond HilL - 

“I would never leave with¬ 
out my animals," she said 
yesterday, “They are like ba¬ 
bies u me. Am I supposed to 
let them starve and die?" 

Ms Healy, who describes 
herself as close to 70, has 
become something of an em¬ 
barrassment for the local gov¬ 
ernment, which has - been 


farced to evacuate the entire 
south of the island. Finally, 
last nigh! ft seemed that help 
was at hand. The World 
Society for the Protection of 
Animals was mounting a spe¬ 
cial mission to airlift Ms 
Healy and her brood to safety 
in the north. Kennel shelters 
were being built to house the 
animals and Ms Healy was 
offered free accommodation at 
the Vue Pointe. the island’s 
single remaining hoteL 

"I am probably the only one 
left in the alleged unsafe zone." 
she said as she started to pack. 
“But I am still worried. Some 
of my animals didn't show up 
for breakfast this morning 
and I think they know some¬ 
thing’s wrong." 

The animal protection 


group is also attempting to 
save hundreds of pets aban¬ 
doned after the volcano erupt¬ 
ed violently last week. A toqti 
of 32 cats and dogs have been 
flown to new homes in Flori¬ 
da. but Kathi Travers, a 
project director, said the org- 
anisationwould remain on the 
island to save those that 
remained. 

“We have been criticised 
because there are people want¬ 
ing to leave and we'are only 
helping animals, but that is 
our job.” said Ms Travers. 
“This place is being devastat¬ 
ed and we will be here until 
that job is finished." 

Chances Peak continued to 
belch plumes of gas and 
molten ash yesterday. Scien¬ 
tists, monitoring the tremors 


from the Montserrat Volcano 
Observatory, see little hope of 
any respite in the near future. 
And the British Government 
was coming under intense 
pressure to create new hous¬ 
ing for those made homeless 
by evacuation. Father Larry 
Finnegan, the island's Roman 
Catholic priest, held morning 
Mass in a room at the hotel to 
pray for the volcano to return 
to its slumber. 

"We pray that she will go to 
sleep again and just hope our 
prayers are answered." said 
the Irish priest and former 
missionary in London’s East 
End. By today, everyone 
hoped. Father Fmnegan 
would have a new addition io 
his temporary parish in the 
form of Mary Healy. 


Archaeologist swims river to escape lynching 


BvT tfNKO VAKADAXAJAN 

AN archaeologist r has sur¬ 
vived an attack by villagers in 
the jungles of southern Mexi¬ 
co while trying to remove an 
indent Mayan altar... 

• Details are emerging of 
how Peter Mathews, one of 
he world's leading eqierts 
an Mayan hieroglyphic writ¬ 
ing, was stripped, ‘hit on .the. 
irose with a riffle 1 butt-and 
beaten at the hamlet; of El 
Cavo, 80 miles southeast of 
Patentfue, Tn the troubled 
southern state of Chiapa s- 
Dr Mathews, an Austra¬ 
lian who is a professor at the 
University of Cafeairy, j was_ 
ittempfing to ipoye a Mayan 
emple altar to a nearby 
museum. He had permission 
o do so from foe Mexi can 
Government. ;whicb feared - 
hat the villagers would at 
empt to sell it on die thriving 


-black market for Mayan 
artefacts. - 

The attack occurred while ; 
Dr Mathews, three Mexican 
archaeologists, and six local 
Chok) Indian labourers were 
hauling the altar towards - a. 
vehicle last Saturday. The 
group was surrounded by a 
band of men, brandishing 


-guns and machetes, scream¬ 
ing abuse and demanding 
money. 

The archaeologists were 
ordered to remove their boots 
and most of tbeirdoebes. and 
Dr Mathews’ spectacles were 
smashed. After they were 
relieved of their cash and 
valuables and beaten, the 


archaeologists managed to 
flee. They reportedly sur¬ 
vived only by hurling them¬ 
selves headlong into the 
swollen Usumadnta river 
nearby, and then swimming 
to safety to neighbouring 
Guatemala. 

Unshod and undressed, 
they spent two nights in the 


Mayan altar triggered attack 
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THE large, round stone slab, 
called “Altar 4" dates from 
the 7th century and depicts 
the figure of a Mayan king- It 
weighs more than 1000 lbs 
(Glen Owen writes). 

The local community of 
Cholp-Maya Indians are dir¬ 
ect descendants of the altar's 
architects. The Maya rulers of 
Central America developed 
one of the world’s great 
civilisations, first settling in 


the tropical forests of Belize in 
3000 BC Ai its height, die 
Mayan world was a dense 
collection of diy slates, each 
headed by their own kings. 

Dr Mathews said he had 
reassured local people that 
the altar would be staying 
among their community in 
the Palenque museum. He 
said he believed he had been 
attacked by bandits from 
outlying areas. 


dense rainforest, having to 
fall a coral snake on one 
occasion. Eventually, they 
were found by friendly Gua¬ 
temalan peasants, who guid¬ 
ed them to safety. 

They had eaten nothing for 
two days and had drunk little 
water. Dr Mathews received 
treatment for a broken nose 
and lacerations to the body. 
Both he and his colleagues 
were suffering from exposure 
and bad wounds to the feet 

Speaking by telephone yes¬ 
terday to colleagues in Calga¬ 
ry, Dr Mathews said: “This 
was not quite the result we 
expected when we went in 
there: I suppose I wont be 
going bade to El Cayo for a 
while. It's far too tense to go 
in and do anything. We 
would have to have a heavily 
armed escort and the military 
won't want to provoke the 
situation." 


Russian 
who sold 
secrets 
is jailed 

From Robin Lodge 

IN MOSCOW 

A FORMER senior Russian 
Defence Ministry official was 
sentenced yesterday to ten 
years in a labour camp for 
spying for Britain, the Itar- 
Tass news agency reported. 
His property is also to be 
confiscated. 

Valeri Sintsov, who worked 
as director of foreign economic 
relations at a Defence Minis¬ 
try weapons plant, was 
arrested three years ago on 
charges of supplying Britain 
with details of arms develop¬ 
ment. Investigators said he 
had been recruited by British 
military intelligence and had 
also accepted bribes from 
various unnamed foreign org¬ 
anisations. British officials 
have declined to comment on 
the case. 

At ihe start of his closed trial 
in May. Russian television 
broadcast footage of Sintsov 
describing his espionage activ¬ 
ities. which he said included 
giving information on Mos¬ 
cow's arms sales to Middle 
East countries. 

Despite the end of the Cold 
War, the Federal Security 
Service, the successor to the 
KGB’s internal security arm. 
says it caught 39 Russian 
citizens spying for foreign 
powers in 1995 and 1996. 
Among them was Platon 
Obukhov, a Foreign Ministry 
Second Secretary, whose 
arrest last summer led to the 
expulsion of nine British 
envoys. 

Economic hardship among 
government employees makes 
them susceptible to offers from 
foreign powers. 


Handover raises 
corruption fears 
in Hong Kong 

From David Watts in hong kong 


CORRUPTION is a viral part 
of doing big business in Chi¬ 
na. though no businessman 
will ever admit that he has 
oiled the wheels. 

With no recognised system 
for vetting or allocating con¬ 
tracts, access to the senior 
leadership in Beijing or at 
provincial level is vital. Such 
guidance is expensive and 
available only from consultan¬ 
cies that couni former govern¬ 
ment trade officials among 
their number. 

The prospect of corruption 
seeping down from the main¬ 
land has long been a concern 
of Hong Kong people, who 
have enjoyed a clean govern¬ 
ment and bureaucracy since 
the territory rooted out 
crooked policemen and busi¬ 
nessman in the 1970s under 
Murray Maclehose, a former 
Governor. 

For their pan. the Chinese 
are worried about squeaky- 
clean Hong Kong business 
practices coming in and spoil¬ 
ing the party. When it was 
suggested recently ihat Hong 
Kong's independent Commis¬ 
sion on Corruption should 
work on the mainland. Chi¬ 
nese businessmen across the 
border complained: "We canT 
do business any other way." 

One Japanese businessman 
said this week: “We know how 
to deal with Chinese 
corruption." 

Corruption in the 1990s is a 
sophisticated business: brown 
envelopes are a thing of the 
past. Now electronic transfers 
shift large sums straight into 


Swiss or American banks. At a 
lower level, it can involve an 
air-eonditinned Mercedes or a 
break for two in Bali. 

Chen Xitong. the former 
Mayor of Beijing, is awaiting 
trial on allegations that he 
skimmed off millions of dol¬ 
lars in corrupt deals. 

A former American trade 
official, now a consultant, has 
described how the system 
works. A request for an inter¬ 
view is despatched by a tycoon 
to the (male) secretary of a 
senior leader, outlining a 
development proposal. Two 
weeks later a crude map will 
be sent back, outlining a 
notional site for the scheme. It 
will be accompanied by a 
request for hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of dollars for "planning 
permission" for the site. 

No permission is in facl 
required. All that is needed is 
a nod from the senior leader 
and orders are sent to the 
province concerned. The cash 
goes straight into the pockets 
of the secretary and the politi¬ 
cian. Soon an interview be¬ 
tween the senior leader and 
the tycoon is set up and the 
deal is as good as done. 

To provide access to the 
politician, the consultant 
charges $3,000 (£1,875) a day. 
plus expenses, from the mo¬ 
ment he leaves home to ar¬ 
range the meetings at the 
highest level in Beijing. 

The risks, however, are 
high. The penalty for those 
who get caught, and do nol 
have the right connections, is a 
bullet in the back of the neck. 


Flag flown in defiance 


Hong Kong: A Union Flag 
hidden from the Japanese 
occupiers during the war was 
hoisted over Government 
House after Chris Patten, the 
Governor, and his family had 
left the building (Jonathan 
Mirsky writes). 

This was disclosed by Jack 
Edwards. 79. the custodian of 
the flag and a former prisoner 
of war who had fought for 
better treatment for veterans 


here. He said that on June 30 
he was asked by Kim Salkeld, 
one of Mr Patten’s private 
secretaries, to bring the flag to 
Government House. “They’ 
wanted a flag for after Mr 
Patten left," Mr Edwards said. 
The official flag was lowered 
at 4pm Hong Kong lime on 
Monday and presented to Mr 
Patten. Mr Edwards's old flag 
was run up in defiance of 
protocol and flew until sunset. 
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Dr Thomas Stuttaford 

on morphia and pain 
relief; the relative 
dangers of cigarettes, 
cigars and pipes; the 
need for thyroid 
screening; problems 
with peanuts; and 
beating the menopause 




Gladys need 
not have 
suffered 
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A happier Yeltsin 

REPORTS that president Yeltsin has ha d a 
liiJliPl change of character/since his coronary 
bypass and is now much more cheerful are 
probably true- The same account rays that 
iuSSlSiB he had been so depressed as to besuiadal on 
WT-nfl • occasions; this is not to be dismissed lightly 
|^« • as it fits with his medical condition. _ 

Before President Yeltsin had his multiple 
bypass,- it was discovered . dial he was 
suffering from severe myxoedema, an un- 

j fjjl lM deractive diyroid, which was far 

to undermine his health than his .weir 
KgsBiS publicised drinking escapade. jo - 

I Myro^ema produces marked psychdog- 

icai changes, including depre ssion . as wdl 
^4p|||l|r as physical’ damage to the arteries, of the 

heart There is increasing evidence .that a 
tX&i :IPIM thyroid assessment is a useful part of any ■ 
medical screening examination when car- 
ried out cm middle-aged and olderpa tients- 
This assessment is particokriy mqxatant 
for any patie nt who shows mental impair- 
ment by. becoming slow fogiwp : a paint, or 
has a marked personafity change. Uirfbrrc- 
nalely, changes in personality cariTjeeasSy 
fcpiiii* overlooked — hence the need for zbtood test 






G ladys of Brookside has been 
dying slowly but painfully 
of breast cancer. Gladys 
was being treated by a 
kindly GP whose general incompe¬ 
tence was matched only by his appall¬ 
ing ignorance of the pharmacological 
properties of the moTphia he was 
under-prescribing. 

The local doctor also seemed to be 
unaware that in any area there are 
palliative care teams available to 
rescue him. and his patients, from his 
own shortcomings. The teams are able 
to provide specialised knowledge of 
procedures available to relieve pain in 
patients who are being treated in their 
own homes. 

The palliative care team is trained to 
work with the genera] practitioner, 
who is still left the most important part 
of domiciliary care. 

In view of the shambles into which 
Gladys's care descended, it is perhaps 
not surprising that Mick, her son-in- 
law, succumbed to the temptation and 
humanely killed her. Mick'S method of 
choice was smothering. This week, as 
the misery has deepened. Brookside is 
being broadcast nightly and with each 
episode the anxiety, much of it unneces¬ 
sary, is heightened in all those real 
patients who have had cancer of the 
breast diagnosed. 

In line with any increase in viewing 
figures comes a corresponding in¬ 
crease in the calls to palliative care 
units as unhappy patients, who had 
previously been comparatively at ease 
with their diagnosis, telephone to 
discuss their fears. 

The bleeps, for instance, of Joanna, 
my daughter-in-law, and her col¬ 
leagues who work at palliative care 
units at St George's, London, have 
never been more strident than over the 
past week or two. 




The writers of Brookside have pre¬ 
sumably entered the euthanasia debate 
deliberately, a debate already height¬ 
ened this week by discussion at the 
BMA conference on the doctor's role in 
assisted suicide. 

But they presumably didn't intend to 
improve their ratings at the cost of 
patients’ peace of mind. 

Earlier diagnosis through more fre¬ 
quent mammography might have re¬ 
sulted in a better outcome for Gladys, 
but by the time a patient has. as she 
has, bony, secondary deposits of can¬ 
cer, this is academic 

The greatest lesson to be learnt from 
Gladys's case is that there are many 
misunderstandings about the use of 
morphia. Possibly, if the filmed por¬ 
trayal of the doctor has any merit, not 
all of them are confined to patients. 

Morphia given as pain relief in 
terminal cancer will nor cause addic¬ 
tion but if it did it would be of no 
clinical significance. The psychological 
reaction to morphia in cancer patients 
cannot be equated with that experi¬ 
enced by drug addicts; the patients in 
pain do not need ever larger doses to 
satisfy their mental condition. 

Nor does morphia necessarily cause 
confusion as is generally thought. 
When morphia or a similar drug is 
first taken it might induce some 
drowsiness but this passes off after a 
day or two and thereafter the patient, 
relieved of pain and sleeping better, 
may be more alert and very much less 
confused than they were previously. 

Gladys’s GP was convinced, and 
frequently says, thar she was already 
receiving the maximum dose. In long¬ 
term treatment there is no arbitary 
dose: the correct dose is the dose 
needed to take away the pain. Nor will 
morphia, if it has been correctly 
prescribed, cause clinically significant 
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As Gladys’s misery grew with each episode of Brookside, real cancer patients experienced more unnecessary anxiety. 


HRTinagd:: 

MENOPAUSAL women can n ow ;-/ v U 
prouxt themselves against Us symptons. _ 
inducting osteoporosis and heart 
disease, and they may evat possibly ~ 

delay the onset of Alzheimer's, by 
taking HRT in the form of a gel 
Sandrena. which is applied to the 

outer thighs. The gd is rubbed onto 
alternate sides each night 

The advantage of using a 
transdermal route for hormone 
replacement therapy Is that smaller 
doses may be used, and therefore apy~ 

possible risks associated with | 

additional oestrogen are reduced. 

The gel is marketed in uKtividiial 
sachets, is easy to appfy. Is non-sticky \ 

and is without smelL Some women 
are also pleased not to have to wear an 
unsightly plaster patch, wbicb-may ■ 
also cause irritation. Market research 
has shown that many womenhave 
found that transdermal gel is the most i 

pleasant way of haying HRT. The 
gd is taken in thesameway as other 
HRT preparations. The oestradiol 
(oestrogen) is spiled nighdy and is 
supplemented by progestogen for 

ten days each month. 


respiratory depression, despite the 
Brookside doctor’s repeated assertions. 
When using morphia, it is important to 
take the necessary dose regularly so 
that pain is not allowed to develop. 


M orphia and the opioid 
drugs do. in many cases 
but by no means all. 
have side effects which 
are trying: constipation, nausea and a 
dry mouth. Laxatives and anti-emetics 
are available and should if necessaiy 
be used immediately morphia is 
started. Dryness of the mouth can 
usually be eased by frequent drinks, a 
choice of diet and plenty of fruit; 
pineapple cubes are an old remedy. 

Palliative care is a far more complex 
subject and extends beyond merely 
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Eating disorder sufferers are not victims, they’re 
just too selfish to stop starving themselves. 
Read Style this weekend for the 
surprising views of a recovered anorexic 

THE SUNDAY TIMES IS THE SUNDAY PAPERS 


having an understanding of morphia. 
Did Gladys's doctor, for instance, 
consider emergency radio therapy and 
steroids to relieve the pressure on her 
spinal cord, and if not. why not? 
Gladys was not only in pain but very 
miserable. Whar was being used to 
relieve her very natural anxiety and 
depression? Were sleeping pills pre¬ 
scribed for Gladys, so that she got a 
good night’s sleep, or is her doctor as 
frightened of them as he is of morphia? 

9>Bacup provides a cancer informa¬ 
tion counselling service for patients 
and health professionals on 0800 
181199 Mon to Fri 9am-7pm. They also 
have publications available ipi7I-696 
9003) on both breast cancer and pain 
relief. 


When the 
peanut 
is a great 
danger 

LAST WEEK there were 
press reports of another 
young person who had 
died unexpectedly from an 
undetected peanut allergy. 

In some cases, death 
from peanut allergy is the 
result of there being no 
adequate indication on 
packaged food that 
peanuts have been used in 
their manufacture, but in 
many cases the allergy strikes 
without warning. 

A recent report in the 
Journal of Clinical and 
Experimental Al lergy 
studies the cases of 600 
patients who are known to 
suffer peanut allergy. Only 
one in live of these 
patients was aware that they 
had become sensitised to 
peanuts before they suffered 
their first serious reaction. 

In the other four out of five ■ 
cases, sensitisation 
occurred without the patient 
or their family bang 
aware of any minor 
symptoms which might 
have been an early warning. 
This phenomenon is 
known as occult sensitisation. 

Once sensitised, 13 per 
cent of the 600 had at some 
time to be admitted to 
hospital because of the acute 
allergic reaction. 
Hospitalisation might have 
been prevented if 
adrenaline had been given 
immediately, but although 
60 per cent of the patients 
carried adrenaline for 
injection and immediate use, 
in almost half the cases 
the necessary injection was 
not administered when 
they collapsed. Peanut 
allergy can be so sudden 
and catastrophic that the 
adrenaline injection 
should be given 
subcutaneously and 
therefore easily by anyone 
who is at hand. 


Should smokers switch 
to pipes and cigars? 


T he tax on tobacco is so 
frequently raised at 
Budget time that few 
smokers donY review then- 
habit at the same time as the 
Chancellor reviews the econo¬ 
my. But regardless of the cost 
would patients be better off. 
physi&fly. if not financially, 
switching from cigarettes to 
cigars or pipes? 

In America, where the out¬ 
rage engendered by cigarette 
smoking increases daily, cigar 
smoking is becoming raort 
fashionable. Cigars are now 
surprisingly accepted in cir¬ 
cles where cigarettes would be 
deemed antisoriaL Is this 
change, attributed to in¬ 
creased publicity about cigars, 
justified on medical grounds? 

Professor Nicholas Wald, of 
the Wolfson Institute of Pre¬ 
ventative Medicine at St Bar¬ 
tholomews Hospital and the 
Royal London Hospital medi¬ 
cal schools, together with Ms 
Hilary Watt, their statistician, 
have attempted to answer this 
question. 

Professor Wald recruited 
21,250 men between 1975 and 
1982 into a prospective study 
into die effect on health of 
different smoking habits. The 
people recruited were mainly 
professional and business 
people. At the start of the 
survey they had a frill physical 
examination and a detailed 
history of their past and 
present smoking habits was 
taken. 

Although they were asked if 
they inhaled when they 
smoked, their blood was ex¬ 
amined and the' level of I 
car boxy haemoglobin was i 
measured. This is a test so , 
conclusive in. detecting the 
level of inhalation that it 
would even have shown 
whether President Clinton 
was telling the truth. 

Arrangements were made at 
the start of the survey so that 


the cause of death ofany of its- 
participants could be obtained 
from the Office of Population 
Census and Surveys. The pa-, 
tients’ GPs ■ could later be 
contacted for IgreaterdetaiL ' 

Professor jWaJd’s re search 
has now been published in die 
BMI. His studies confirm the 
widely held belief that smok¬ 
ing pipes and cigars carries 
fewer health risks! than does 
smoking dgarettes. 

His work also shows that 
the best option for a cigarette 
smoker is to give up. tobacco 
entirely, although switching to 



Groucho: cigar lover 


a pipe or agars does improve 
their chanixs of longevity. The 
risk of death, is 70 per cent 
higher'in;those who.switch 
from cigarettes .to pipes arid * 
cigars than in those who gave 
up smoking altogether, but it ; 
was 50percent better than in. 
the men who continued to 
smoke dgarettes and didn’t 
optfor a safer substitute; . 

Ahigherinddencecrfcancer 
of die lung, other respiratory 
diseases and coronary heart 
disease accounted for the con- 
timiing danger to pipe and. 
cigar smokers - who ’ had 
switched, but of Ihesfr three 
conditions, cancer of the lung , 
was the most significant 

The level of continuing risk 
to smokers is related to the 
unount they mhale and -to the : 
amount of tobacco smoked. In 
general, once sosnone has, 
switched to:a cigar or a pipe 
they cpnsumeless tobacco. But 
It seems that if smoking has 
been learnt using cigarettes, 
the smoker continues to inhale 
dangerously, even after they 
have switched. The American 
acceptance of dgar smoking 
as a safer alternative to dgar 
rettes therefore has some; but 
not cunplete^ justification.. 
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She had to lose 301b and alter her image, but now Jennifer 
Aniston just can’t stop earning. Interview by Jason Cowley 

"W" ennifer Aniston strides into the Molly intervenes: “When you sraned "Now 1 haw to watch what 


J ennifer Aniston strides into the 
suite of her centra] London hotel, 
just visible behind the protective 
shield of her entourage. She pulls 
up a chair, pours herself a glass of 
sparkling water and is handed a cigarette 
which she never lights, preferring to roil it 
between her fingers like a draughtsman’s 
pencil. Her entourage — Warner Bros 
executives, Channel* 4 publicists, her 
minder-manager Molly Madden — pos¬ 
ition themselves strategically around the 
room, monitoring her movements with 
fawning diligence. They chuckle as she 
makes a joke and nod gravely when she is 
serious. They have the spontaneity of 
canned laughter. 

Aniston has just returned from a 
cycling holiday in the south of France and 
is deeply tanned. Her perfect American 
teeth sparkle brilliantly. Her trademark 
haircut, the “shag or just-got-our-af bed- 
look" as she calls it, is shorter. The 
Haircut in haircut shock! She is wearing a 
tight white T-shirt and ripped designer 
jeans, and looks younger than her 28 
years; she could pass for an affluent 
student, preparing for a summer in 
London, rather than the global icon she is 
rapidly becoming. She seems bewildered, 
but also delighted, by her good fortune. 

Since landing, in 1994. the role of 
Rachel in Friends — the smart, sophisti¬ 
cated comedy set principally in two 
Manhattan apartments and a coffee 
house. Central Perk, where Rachel works 
— Aniston has ridden a magic carpet of 
renown. Though one of an ensemble cast 
of six. each claiming equal billing, she is 
the undoubted face of a show that earns 
Warner Bros $500 million in annual 
syndication rights and has a worldwide 
audience approaching 100 million. She 
has the hair and the burgeoning fan club 
— she recently pipped, in a survey. Liz 
Hurley and Nicole from the Renault Clio 
advertisements as the woman most 
British men would like ro marry. 

In three years. Aniston has gone from 
being a little-known actress — whose film 
debut was a slasher flick. Leprechaun, in 
which she was pursued by an axe- 
carrying midget — to demanding (and 
receiving) fees of $2 million for her latest 
movie. Perfect Picture, and the $00,000 
per episode pay rise that she and the rest 
of the cast of Friends recently negotiated. 
“It's a bizarre thing, bui the rich really do 
just keep getting richer." she smiles. 

Her earnings are swelled by her 
apparent inability to stop endorsing 
products, from Microsoft software to 
L’Oreal shampoo. That she continues to 
promote shampoo baffles: she claims to be 
"fed up with all the hair stuff". “I went to 
the same guy for years and he just cut my 
hair blunt But then this one here made 
me go get a new haircut" she says, 
gesturing towards Molly the Minder. “1 
went to this new guy and I was. like, in 
shock because he used a razor blade and 
cut it in die most bizarre style. There was 
nothing planned about it" 


the show with your old hair it was, like, 
she's so pretty and cute but you can't see 
her face. So we suggested she see this guy. 
Chris M anil Ian. who cut it around her 
personality. Do you agree he did that?” 
“Oh yeah. Molly. I definitely da" she 
says, dutifully. 

Aniston, unlike Rachel Green, the 
indolent pampered princess she plays in 
Friends, had a rough and relatively 
impoverished childhood. Though bom in 
Sherman Oaks. California, she grew up 
in New York City, where her Greek- 
American father. John Aniston. worked as 
a jobbing actor in minor Television soaps. 
Her parents separated when she was 
young. Her memories of childhood are of 
“constantly being shunted" between her 
mother's Manhattan apartment and her 
father’s place in New Jersey. “My father 
didn't really work much when I was a kid. 

‘It’s strange to be 
watched, talked 
about and have 
people making 
up stories 
about you* 


During my younger years we were prerty 
broke. It was tough for everyone." 

John Aniston was a difficult man. "I 
remember once he said: ‘Leave the Table, 
you've got nothing to say.' 1 was doing 
what young people do: listening and 
learning. 1 guess that's the Idnd of man he 
is: demandingly blunt” 

He did nothing to encourage her 
ambitions after she enrolled as an 
adolescent at the High School of the 
Performing Arts in New York — the 
school that was the model for the 
egregious television show Fame. “He 
really didn't want me to be an actress." 
Aniston says. “He told me I'd never make 
any money. I'd starve and it would be 
awful. But that negative input made me 
want to succeed even more.” 

After drama school, she took several 
small roles in off-Broadway plays while 
supporting herself as a waitress. When 
she turned 2(1. she moved to Los Angeles. 
She auditioned endlessly and won small, 
forgettable television roles, in Ferris 
Bueller, The Edge and Muddle Through 
—all failures. Then it dawned on her what 
was holding her back: she was the wrong 
shape. She had what she describes as a 
typical Greek figure: "Big breasts and big 
butt" She says: "The disgusting thing of 
Hollywood is that I wasn't getting jobs 
because I was too heavy.” 

This disturbed her because she had 
never thought of herself as overweight. 


“Now I have to watch what 1 eat, I work 
our. bur Ire not crazy about the whole 
thing. Really, it’s just a drag, something 
most women suffer from. The lucky ones 
are those with fast metabolisms. The rest 
of us have to work a bit harder.” 

After eventually losing 301bs. she was 
invited to audition for me pilot of a new 
show. Friends. The executive producer 
originallv wanted her to play Monica, the 
freelance chef with whom Rachel shares 
an apartment, bur Aniston was attracted 
to Rachel, because “she was quirkier and 1 
connected to that". 

She knew from the beginning that the 
show' was something different; that the 
scripts were sharp and stylish and true. "I 
think Friends captures that lost period in 
your twenties when you don’t know where 
you ‘re going, or what you redoing or who 
you are." 

In recent months, the east have been 
buffeted by abuse, prompted, in part, by 
stories that they threatened to strike over 
pay. There have been rumours of petty 
rivalries, strained relations and discard 
on set. Aniston's supposedly rivalrous 
relationship with Courteney Cox (who 
plays Monica and whose latest film. The 
Scream, was one of the hits of the 
summer) is the subject of malign gossip. 
She was even accused of treating her long¬ 
time partner, actor Tate Donovan, “more 
like a poodle than a boyfriend". 

“You know, the worst thing about all 
this is that my anonymity’ doesn't exist 
anymore." Aniston says, declining to talk 
about specifics. "It's a strange thing to be 
watched, talked about and have people 
making up stories about you. Some of 
what is written is really hurtful. The good 
thing is that as a cast we are very dose 
and protective of each other. We've had 
each orher to hold on to during this scary 
explosion.” 


T hat the pay dispute became 
public angers her. although she 
denies that the cast threatened to 
strike. “Look, the show was a big 
hit and we were at the point in our 
contra a where it was right to renegoti¬ 
ate." 

Molly chips in: “People turned against 
the kids. Their motivation came from a 
pure place." 

A pure place? "Yeah,” says Aniston on 
cue. “It came from a good place and it just 
became, like, this ugly thing. We felt 
beaten up. People say that’s what hap¬ 
pens: you become a big celebrity, climb 
your way up and then they rip you down." 

The conversation meanders on for a few 
more minutes, with Aniston talking about 
the successful movie career she hopes to 
forge, before the woman from Warners 
interrupts: "Time's up." Aniston rises, 
smiles professionally and is led across the 
room, a small, dazzlingly prerty figure lost 
in the corporate entertainment machine 
that is dosing around her. 

• The new series of Friends starts on Channel 4 
on Friday at 9pm. 


Germany 

16p Malaysia 

38p Hong Kong 

33p ; 


Frame 

16p New Zealand 22p Ghana 

50p : 


Japan 

27p Pakistan 

61 p Malawi 

50p ; 


China 

51 p Bangladesh 

60p Nigeria 

50p ! 


South Korea 45p Kenya 

57p jamqita 

46p 



THE DIRECT LINE MORTGAGE CHALLENGE 


Question: 

Is the Woolwich, Halifax or Alliance & Leicester 
the best place to have your mortgage? 

Answer: 


See below. 


3 


£49.89 £188,452 


ALL1ANCE & LHICESTER 8.4% £592.05 • £49.88 £187,299 


DffiECT LINE . 7.2%' "\2 £542LI7 _ - £169,776 


Apfb baixKt on ShwdriWffalite ftafee Re pa ymehc r» w» r qp i y e s , ednnetit lit July 1997. Sources Moneyfacts. 
MIRAS has both ateitewl tinder eumitt tax legislation which may after. 


Lender -APR Monthly Repayments Monthly saving Total Payable 

-(Variable) .. (after tax refief) with Direct Line (gross) 




ALLIANCE & LEICESTER 8.4% 


l'dsblect Line . 7.2% 


• The table speaks for itself. Direct Line is the place to have your mortgage. 

• A Direct Line mortgage could save you around ,£50* per month. 

• You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. 

• Free valuation. 

• No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity fees. 

• We guarantee to save you 20%t on your existing 1 

buildings insurance. 

• If you transfer your mortgage without moving house _ 

Direct Line will pay your legal fees jt (fi 

• Now you know the answer, give us a call 





0181 649 9099 


0161 831 9099 


0141 221 9099 


LONDON I MANCHESTER I GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. I T89 
www.dfaectiine.co.uk • ITV Teletext page 377 A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 
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A Budget 
for all 


seasons 


Peter Riddell on the growing 


dominance of the Chancellor 


G ordon Brown is a very 
lucky man. He inher¬ 
ited a very strong 
economy and that has given 
him the chance to be both a 
fiscally responsible and a gen¬ 
erous Chancellor. Jr is too 
good to be true, as all Budgets 
are. Many people will have to 
pay for his proposals. But Mr 
Brown used his opportunity 
skilfully. He gave the Govern¬ 
ment's programme a needed 
sense of direction, delighted 
Labour MPs and in the pro¬ 
cess underlined his domi¬ 
nance of policymaking. 

All new Chancellors like to 
set their long-term goals in 
their first Budgets. Mr Brown 
was like his predecessors in 
highlighting those elusive 
goals of macro-economic sta¬ 
bility and improved long-term 
performance oF the economy. 
And so say ail of us. 

But Mr Brown is not content 
just to be minister of finance, 
managing the economy. Ed¬ 
mund Dell, a former Treasury 
minister, noted in his masterly 
The Chancellors: "Labour 
Chancellors exhibit one strong 
professional deformation — 
they feel they must show their 
colleagues that they have wide 
horizons." Being Iron Chan¬ 
cellor is not enough, you have 
to show you care as well. 

Mr Brown made 
clear in his Opposi¬ 
tion years that he 
sees the Treasury at 
the centre of the 
Government’s 
whole strategy — 
directing welfare re¬ 
form. broadening 
employment oppor¬ 
tunities and encour- 
aging greater 
investment by industry. 
Throughout yesterday's 


He is not 
content just 
to be 

managing 
the economy 


existing pensioners who have 
tax relief on private medical 
insurance fa short-sighted 
messure that will add to 
burden on the NHS). interna¬ 
tional corporations, exploiters 
of tax loopholes, motorists, 
smokers, polluters, and the 
shareholders in, and consum¬ 
ers of. privatised utilities (as a 
result of the windfall levy}, ft is 
arguable that consumers 
should have paid more direct¬ 
ly. since they are fuelling the 
current strong growth which 
has put the economy at a 
potential danger point. There 
were hints last night that more 
may have to be done if 
expansion does not moderate. 

The Tories were under¬ 
standably pointing to a long 
list of tax rises, but Mr Brawn 
can just about claim not to 
have broken the spirit of 
labour's election manifesto, 
even if it looks a bit bent in 
places. However, the tax bur¬ 
den will continue to rise, in 
part because of yesterday's 
measures. Despite the 
strength of die economy, the 
share of taxes in national 
income is expected to be 375 
per cent next year, a full point 
higher than under Tory plans. 

The list of gainers from die 
Budget also shows Mr 
Brown’s sense of priorities — 
current pensioners 
(partly thanks to the 
cut in VAT on do¬ 
mestic fuel), com¬ 
panies which invest 
a lot, young people 
and single parents 
seeking work, 
housebuilders, and 
the British film 
industry. 

The suprise in the 


speech he referred to details 
that would be announced by 
other Cabinet ministers over 
the next few days as if they 
were subordinates filling in 
details of his master-plan. In 
this respect, Mr Brown is like 
both Lloyd George, whom he 
publicly admires, and Nigel 
Lawson, whom he does not 
They were the driving farces of 
their administrations* wider 
programmes. 

The strength of the economy 
has been a double-edged in¬ 
heritance for Mr Brown. Far 
from the Tories leaving a 
black hole in public finances, 
the Treasu ry has much higher 
tax receipts than expected in 
Kenneth Clarke's last Budget 
seven months ago because the 
economy has been growing so 
rapidly. Even leaving aside the 
more cautious assumptions 
made by Mr Brown — and 
endorsed a fortnight ago by 
the National Audit Office — 
the buoyancy of tax receipts 
will produce an extra £33 
billion this year, and £6.7 
billion next year. That ac¬ 
counts for more than half the 
reduction in public borrowing 
and fiscal tightening that Mr 
Brown proudly claimed yes¬ 
terday. And, of course, the 
Bank of England may exercise 
its new freedom to put up 
interest rates if if is still 
worried by the pace of 
expansion. 

The tax package has been 
carefully judged not to cause 
too much obvious pain, 
though many will pay. The 
main losers are housebuyers 
(though less than expected), 
future pensioners (as a result 
of the change in dividend tax). 


Budget was Mr Brown’s an¬ 
nouncement that he would be 
allocating nearly half the £5 
billion reserve for die next 
financial year to ease the 
current acute financial pres¬ 
sures in the health service and 
education. This was politically 
well-judged since the money 
had to be allocated at some 
stage and the Government 
avoids several months of com¬ 
plaints before the inevitable 
announcement in the autumn. 
These increases brought the 
biggest cheers from Labour 
MPs. But they still preserve 
the overall spending limits 
inherited from the Tories and 
give Mr Brown and his team 
some breathing space to pur¬ 
sue the comprehensive spend¬ 
ing reviews of departmental 
programmes which will afreet 
budgets for the final three 
years of the Parliament 


O 


verall, die balance of 
the package — the 
extra spending for 
health and education, die cut 
in VAT on domestic fuel and 
the welfare-to-work package— 
should go down wed and offset 
protests from those adversely 
affected by the tax rises. Mr 
Brown will have made some 
enemies, but not enough to 
make a real dent in the 
Government’s popularity. 

Mr Brown aims to be one of 
those rare politicians "who 
make the weather", as Win¬ 
ston Churchill so vividly said 
of Joseph Chamberlain. He 
wants to set the political 
agenda and, judging by yester¬ 
day’s Budget, he is doing so. If 
Tony Blair is chairman of new 
Labour pic, its public face, 
then Mr Brown is its chief 
executive. 



Heath the apologist for communist China: the former Prune Minister meets Vice-Premier Li Landing in London in November last year 


The arrogance 




D 


emocracy is the real issue, 
both in Hong Kong and 
in Europe. Before we 
leave the subject of Hong 
Kong, we need to take a further look 
at the British attendance at the post- 
handover swearing-in of the Provi¬ 
sional Legislative Council. This 
ceremony was boycotted by the 
British Government particularly by 
Robin Cook, the Foreigp Secretary, 
on the grounds that the new council 
had bom entirely nominated by 
China and had no democratic basis. 
Indeed it contains no members of 
Martin Lee’s Democratic Party, 
which is. in terms of votes, the 
majority party in Hong Kong. The 
ceremony was attended by two 
former Governors, Lord MacLehose 
and Sir David Wilson, and by the 
widow of Sir Edward Youde, who 
was also a Governor. They belonged 
to the period In which Britain failed 
to advance democracy in Hong Kong, 
though they bore different shares of 
responsibility for that 

The ceremony was also attended - by 
Sir Edward Heath, by Lord Howe 
and by Michael Heseltine. There 
used to be a tradition that British 
potitidans did not criticise their 
Governments when abroad. Winston 
Churchill was particularly careful to 
stick to this tradition during the 
period of the Attlee Government. The 
present Government has recently 
been elected by an overwhelming 
majority; it took the view that 
attending the swearing-in would be 
interpreted as an approval for the 
non-democratic council. Non-atten¬ 
dance was therefore British policy’, 
not just that of the outgoing Gover¬ 
nor, Chris Patten. It is surely no bad 
thing for Britain to declare on the side 
of democracy. 

It goes against tradition for three 
distinguished, if elderly. Conserva¬ 
tives, two of whom still sit in the 
House of Commons, to make an 
ostentatious little demo against the 
policy of the British Government. 
That did carry British politics into the 
overseas arena. The conduct of the 
former Governors is even harder to 
excuse. They’ are retired civil ser¬ 
vants. By their presence they were 
expressing a political opinion, dem¬ 
onstrating that they rejected the pro- 
democratic policy of rhe Government. 
Civil servants have no business to 
demonstrate against policies for 
which they have at an earlier time 
been responsible, particularly when 
their own record is so questionable. 

The conduct of Lord MacLehose is 


Grandees such as Heseltine, Heath and 


ers are nominated, just like Hoqg 
Kong’s new Legislative Council, The 


Howe despise democracy in East and West 


particularly hard to justify. For a long 
time he had more opportunity than 
anyone to move Hong Kong towards 
a more democratic constitution, 
which would, of course, have resulted 
in the promotion of Hong Kong 
Chinese to positions of greater power. 
He was the political adviser in Hang 
Kong as long ago as the early 1960s. 
He returned to be Governor for the 
fateful years from 1971-1982. Some 
people would call them tile wasted 
years. That was the period of demo¬ 
cratic opportunity, which included 
the death of Chairman Mao and its 
confused aftermath. Hong Kong 
should then have 
been given the new 
and democratic 
constitution which 
almost every other 
British colony had 
already received. 

Far too little was 
done. The old Raj = 
rattled on. in au¬ 
thoritarian partnership 


another. Therfc seems to be some¬ 
thing about extreme Europeanises 
that induces them to. show public 
support for handing Hong Kong over 
to a nominated, wholly undemocratic 
council. Yet not all Europhiles behave 
like this. Kenneth Clarke has been a 


Court is nominated. Hie Council of 
Ministers is an inter-governmental 
body and a secretive one. 

Politicians can bedrvided into three 
groups: some are democrats oh birth 
Issues: some are nor democratic on 
Europe but- are sound on Hong 
Kong: some are undemocratic on 
both issues. The double democrat^ 
include. Robin Cook, Margaret 
Thatcher — despite the relative 


robust s up po rter of Governor Pat-, failure of her Hong Kong negotia- 




with Red 
China. Of course the governments of 
the day. including Ted Heath'S, were 
ultimately responsible: Yet Lord 
MacLehose should now be the last 
person to demostrate his support for 
an imposed non-democratic council, 
ff he had acted differently when he 
was Governor, this issue might have 
been settled before it arose. 

Ted Heath’s attitude toward China 
has long been undignified and has 
now become grotesque it reached the 
height of absurdity when he ex¬ 
plained to Martin Lee on Newsnight 
that Lee did not understand the 
Chinese: Everyone would like to 
respect Heath's age, his position as 
Father of the House, his status as a 
former Prime Minister. It is difficult 
to do so when he does not respect it 
himself. There are limits to the 
tolerance which ought to be extended 
to him when ir comes to the issues of 
liberty and democracy. In all the 
controversies aver Chinese policy, he 
has now become an apologist for the 
communist regime which angrily 
rejected the modesr Patten advance 
towards democracy. 

Like Heath and Michael Heseltine. 
Geoffrey Howe can fairly be called a 
Euro-fanatic. When he intervenes in 
politics nowadays it is usually to 
support some Europeanist policy or 


ten’s line: Douglas Hurd, at the 
Foreign Office, may have been soft an 
Europe, but he was not soft oh China. 
Fatten himself remains a Euraphfle, 
and in his farewell interview with 
News night made an ill-timed remark 
about his opposition- to the Euro-, 
sceptics in rite Conservative Party. . 

-It is Heath, Howe 
and Heseltine who. 
stand oh the same 
side oii both issues. 
They are on the side 
of the big battal¬ 
ions, both in 
Europe and in Asia. 
They are not on the 
side of democracy 


lions — and William Hague. The 
single democrats — sound on Hong 
Kong but soft on Europe — include 
Chris Patten, probably Tony Blair, 
Kenneth CJarke and Douglas Hurd. 
The non-democrats include Ted 
Heath; Geoffrey Howe and Michael 
Heseltine: Fbrfclnately they are all, 
yesterdayts men and have ceased tp 
have much influence on die future of 
Britain, or even of the Conservative 
Party. The double democrats are the 
people who deserve support Rolan 
Cook must have felt a grist tempta¬ 
tion to conciliate the power of China 
by attending the swearing-in. ft is to 
bis credit that he resisted it : . 


and independence. The real agony of 
Hong Kong is that Britain failed to 
create an independent democratic 
Hong Kong before txansfering sover¬ 
eignty to China. By the time Chris 
Patten arrived in 1992. It was far too 
late. The period of greatest opportuni¬ 
ty was the MacLehose term as 
Governor, during which Heath, Wil¬ 
son, Callaghan and. at the end, 
Thatcher were Prime Ministers. Bar¬ 
oness Thatcher now deeply regrets 
that Hong Kong is" not more demo¬ 
cratic and more independent; it is Ted 
Heath who apologises for the power 
of China. 

The extreme Europeanists are 
equally callous about the democratic 
deficit in the European Union. The- 
oonstitution of the EU is only, 
marginally more democratic than 
that of China. Like China, the EU is 
run by a political class winch 
answers to no electorate and cannot- 
be turned out The individual nations 
have democratic constitutions, but as 
powers have been transferred from 
the nations to Brussels, they have 
gone from democratic to bureaucratic 
control. The European Parliament is 
remote, second-rate and negligible, 
one of the world’s most sumptuous 
gravy trains. None of the other 
European institutions is even theoret¬ 
ically democratic. The Commission- 


Ti 


(here is a famous sentence of 
the great economist, David 
Ricardo, about . inflation: 
“Experience shows that ndr 
ther a State nor a Bank ever had the 
unrestricted power of issuing paper 
money, without abusing that power 
in all States, therefore, the issue of 
paper money ought to be under some 
check and control” Experience equal¬ 
ly shows that governments which 
cannot be turned out always'abuse 
their powers. Democracy is not, 
merely an.ornament to. gover nment , 
like a Corinthian portico slapped in 
front of an office block. It is the 
only effective ; control 1 on the 
abuse of power that has ever been 
found. - ' . : ■ 

. Even medieval popes,’ some of 
whom were holy men, plundered 
Rome to enrich their nephews: they 
could not be removed by their 
subjects! The ! power to “throw the 
■rascals our keeps goveminarts 
under- some control. The people of 
Hong Kong cannot throw our the new 
Government of Hong Kong, even at 
the local level the people of Europe J 
cannot throw out the court, the 
Commission or even the Council of 
Ministers. We should wholly distrust 
those who demonstrate hostility to 
democracy berth in Hong Kong and 
in Europe. - 


Slipped away 


ABSENT from the main Hong 
Kong handover celebrations was 
Henry Keswick, the chairman of 
Jar dine Matheson and as potent a 
symbol of colonial Hong Kong as 
the Jockey Club. A few hours 
before the main event he had 
slipped over in the rain and broken 
his shoulder. 

Keswick, 58, who flew to Hong 
Kong with his wife Tessa for the 
handover, was standing in die 
torrential rain at 6.15pm watching 
an official parade when he slipped. 



Luckily, his brother. Simon Kes¬ 
wick, and Sir Charles Powell, 
Baroness Thatcher's former advis¬ 
er, now a director at Jardine’s, 
were near at hand to ensure the 
great taipan’s safe transfer to 
hospital. 

“The ground was very wet and 
he just went flying,” says Powell, 
who has already returned to 
London. “He was badly hurt so he 
has had to stay behind in hospital.” 

The accident meant dial Kes¬ 
wick, a keen soda lire, not only 
missed Monday night's dinner 
attended by the Prince of Wales, 
but also the midnight party in 
Victoria Harbour, where a fleet of 
barges sponsored by his own 
company rocked to karaoke music 
on the water while the fireworks 
exploded above. 

“I'm sure he's being dealt with 
skilfully by the Chinese, but 1 
imagine he’s longing to get home," 
says Sir Charles. “We’re hoping to 
see him back this week." Keswick’s 
wife has remained in Hong Kong 
with her husband. 



Guscort, the Bath and England 

winger who clinched the rugby se¬ 
ries series for the British Lions 
against South Africa with his last- 
ditch drop goal at the weekend. He 
is to replace John Fashanu. the for¬ 
mer Wimbledon footballer, cur¬ 
rently in court over goal-fixing 
allegations, as a hast of the chil¬ 
dren’s television programme. 
Gladiators. 

Before approaching Guscott, 
LWT, which makes the pro¬ 
gramme, approached the motoring 
journalist Jeremy Clarkson. Sadly, 
he felt he would look embarrass¬ 
ingly unfit next to the contestants. 


The success of his novel Captain 
Corelli's Mandolin, which tells a 
love story set on the island during 
the Second World War, has 
worked wonders for the local tour¬ 
ist industry. In hotels, bars, and 
restaurants, de Bemferes found the 
retsina appearing unrequested, 
room service bills tom up before 
his eyes. 

“The Cephalonians are terribly 
pleased to have at last found their 
own place in literature," says de 
Bemieres. who has been filming a 
documentary about the impact of 
his book t»i the island. “They were 


fed up with Corfu taking all the 
tourism, because of Gerald. Dar¬ 
rell. The woman ar the Historical 
Museum tells me rhar 90 per cent 
of the visitors to the island have 
read ray book.” 


Island hop 


Off games: Henry Keswick 


Rugby win 

YET more good news for Jeremy 


NOT once on his recent visit to the 
Greek island of Cephaionia did the 
writer Louis de Bemieres have to 
reach for his wallet. The reason? 



• Ten years after he drew b2SXX) to 
a concert in Florence, David Bow¬ 
ie. the rockstar. is having difficulty 
on tour in Italy .' His promoter. 
Mimmo D’Alessandro, has-been- 
moaning to the Italian paper 
Comere della Sera that only 5J50& 
tickets have been sold for a Borne 
concert next Monday in a stadium 
which seats 30WO. The story is 
similar all over Italy. These are 
bad times for British acts. Qh 
Monday. Simple Minds, once sta¬ 
dium fillers, played to a feeble 
crowd of 3,000 in an echoing 
15WO capacity auditorium. 



Freebies: deBernifcres >■ 


Street smart 


“/ got the idea when I filled 
the car with petrot 


FOR a few hours on Tuesday 
night, the rain held off.for' 
London's July 1 street parties. In St 
James’s Street, in Piccadilly, 
Green’s restaurant laid ait chamr 
jne and oysters for the neigh-' 
jurs, while the entertainment 
was provided by Malcolm tones. a 
local gallery owner, and a pin-; 
striped Highlanders pipe band. 

In Moteomb Street in Knights- 
bridge, the cast of Hello! magazine , 

f 


rallied in mini marquees-The new' 
Labour went was owir in North-’ 
umberiand Piace^Notting HUI, the 
new. home of Peter Mandeban, the. 
Minister with an everexpanding ; 
Kfrtfolio. . * •' ' : ~ 

..Trestle tables were laid .out for 
supper.on the Street, but the high--' 
light of the night was'-Ben' 
Bradshaw 1 , the dashing new MP 
far Exeter, throwing himself info- 
the hokey-cokey, sending his tight- { 
ty trousered fags and Doc Marten 
boots shooting off in’Monty . 
Pythonesque directions. 


Brown’s 
-term 




ForHmCongdpn 


cure is worse 


/ than the disease 




Li 


. , f . .,/■ ^ -1 

.MR.-’: 1 - .Jb 

+-.££ *“? . ^ f-LZ 
w, is? 



_ charge most. axxunanfy. 

Tevefiecf against British man-. 

■new Labour potiti- 
In bis first 
■ vl Brown claims .to 

incentives faring 

kmgferm. 

investment for fegftagiyxiaf interest. 
The truth is Far from 


r €- 


providing a foe 

the fopg-term ‘ pfenning of savings 
.and investment ISJBod^flrst Bud¬ 
get creates new .risksarid instability 
for Companies,. and .greatty .oomph- 
catesthe proviskm ofjjensipas. 

.- The first mistake is fee windfall 
tajt Mi Brown, can, of course, (tefend 
it because it wag in the Labour 
madSfesto. But — from a broader 
perspective—the taxis still seriouriy 
misamcHvedrTbe.xndusfrfe affected 
havelitfie in ommuto except that they 
were cmce.in.pbifegwiyrf iq »; the 
inclusion of sqhk industries and the 
exclusion of others catmot be de- 
■ fehded bn'any single, criterion of■' 
'fairness or. .surukrityt the tax. is 
bighty retrospective, being mfhecasr 
of BT based an profitstiartied almost 
ten years ago; and 1 difficult, legal 
questions are raised about the dis¬ 
tinction between taxation which is 
applied unffermly across a Eerognis- - 
aw^ba%axtotxtofiscalfatt,vriiKh 
is an open vfcriatiofe erf-private 
property- and r ' contrary to-many 
international treaties.- . 

. Tony Blair told American business¬ 
men last week that a tax like this 
would not be repeated. Margaret 
BeckeOtas -said that the tax was 
“retrospective" by whfeh she ap¬ 
peared-to mean fealitwasin foe past 
and would mot ream..Like Mr Brawn, 
tberykriawfeat die taxis wrong. 

.. The/windfall tax warns, all com¬ 
panies, irielnrBng potential iqreiga 
iiivestors. tiiarBrttain's tax regime is - 
unstable and potentially discrimina¬ 
tory. When governments get into the 
habit of occasional, arbitrary and 

confiscatory s6Hafled'Tai3es*'.asensi- 
ble chief executive has to devote a 
great deal of time to lobbying and 
politicking. Companies will inevita¬ 
bly became mpreptrtfricalaudmore 
shortterm jnfeeir planning." 

The Windfall tax had at least one 
merit. .that & dear warnmgTmd been 
©yen jbeforeb^S^.-'^b 0 . 83111 * 1 cannot, 
be - said of-, Mr Brown’s- second 
mistake, fee ; raffing of advance 
corporation' tart (ACT) credits for 
pension fends. The speculation of the 
past few Weeks does nrt amount to 
the extended period of consultation 
that a radical change of this kind 
justifies: A Green Paper was in order, 
not feis precipitate upheaval. - 
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Cke the windfall tax. fee scrap¬ 
ping of. ACT credits will 
politicise business planning. 
The pension fund industry is unusual 
in that It most of necessity plan ahead 
over the tong term, often for periods 
of several decades. It therefore- de- .- 
pends on Ipng^tfn fiscal stability. But 
Mr BroymV change will after all the 
calculations that actuaries have made 
and lead to significaiit increases in 
future peaspn contribution^ and 
.changes ip asset alfocatibn. Worse, it 
warns people that acanlmal prind-. 
pie,of life pension, system — that 
imraoe Wititiri pdisfon -fitiida is free 
front tax ff is unsafe’ •/, 

1116: Budget speech: contained a 
certain amount of riietoric about the 
vibes- of dividends and the virtues of 
profit retention and myestraeoL Such 
rhetoric serves as an -important 
reminder that socfalists arebappy for 
companies to make longterm invest- ’. 
mentis, as long as fee shareholders 
.never receive a properretiim. If new 
Labour continues tor move in this 
directioni individuals will have to 
think hard, jibout' whether. they 
should/ sayelyiq /pension funds or 
instead-move to’ more reliable tax 
juristfiS^ - : ' ; r '_ ' 

The-tfanS ar£a of uncertainty is the 
Mr Brown Insist-. 
ed feat ’far fee . first two years 
expehe&ure would be wi thin fee 
iptafa-'inherited from the Tories. But 
he announced a large number of 
spending initiatives, to. be financed - 
from a .new (and mischievously 
labelled) “windfall fund". Either 
_ initiatives are additional to the 
previous Government's spending or . 
they are not If they arei not, they must 
■have' been offset by. spending cuts 
risewhere. But Mr Brown was silent- 
about these.' The danger', is .feat he 
will use fee money from’ the windfall ' 
tax, which lasts only two years, to 
finance new etfeeriditure which will 
continue indefinitely. • ’.- _'■* - 

A carefal reading of . fee Budget 
documents, shows feat; fee main;- 
reason for the dramatic fall in public. .* 
borrowing to only E5 btflian npxt year ' 
is not. Mr Brown5 tax'increases, but - 
the buoyancy of the'economy and the-:, 
consequent cydical. strength of tax -, 
revenues. The-deficit ww not be a - 
senous problem for fee next two or 
three years. ButJMr Birown ia lucky to 
talfa responsibility for fee ration’s 1 
finances af such a fortunate timt 
, ”{ Brownjprodaims the long-.. 

«mismctfhisnitentiofe.:Uhhap^,' i :. 

ute main measures, in his'fludgel are ” 
at ort-ter mist The windfall tax-is not 
permanott. source of revenue. : 
Other taxes are - or appearfe be —V- 
penflan ent,:bur thefr' effect wSfbeto. . 
reduce, not faagfeen, fee .planning 
Banzen-of companies aod 
tw^s/Ihe damage is greatest hit fee • 
pen sion b inds, on whose socsssful, 
naaagmwht the Jon&tam ’firing 
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BROWN IN BUSINESS 

A conunonsense budget that deserves support 


British politics used to contain one party that 
wanted to cut-tic on principle and another 
that wanted to raise tax on principle. Now 
we have a QoyeqimCnt that seems, to have 
no ideological preconceptions and tries to 
nrate to ttoges that are appr^riale tothe 

needs of the economy. In his first Budget 
yesterday, Gordon Brown put himself ; 
forward not so much as the Iron Chancellpr ■ 
but as the Comraonsense Chancellor. ' • 

As we have argued before, the economy is 
buoyant but not out of control. It was 
sensible -to tighten fiscal polity a Iftde,-by • : 
abolishing drvidend, credits- to ■ pension 
funds, without taking large'sums of money 
directly out of voters’ pockets. It was sensible 
too, in today’s piribpertymarket, to cut 
mortgage interest tax relief and to raise 
stamp duty. Mr Brown could have abolished 
mortgage relief altogether; but this was not 
the Budget-'of'a man in a hurry; : *Ihe 
Chancellor has left himself die optical of 
cutting MIRAS further in. future Budgets. 

On Saturday, we suggested that he redi- • 
rect some of the money-he. has taken out of 
dividend credits bade to companies. This Mr 1 
Brown has done, by cutting corpo r ation tax 
rates by two percentage points and doubling 
capital allowances this year for smaH and 
medium-sized companies.' We also sug¬ 
gested that he mitigate the effect of the 
change for. charities. He has done that and 
more: PfiP-holders and non-taxpayers will 
also be exempt for the next two years. 

The Chancellor made much of his support 
for small business. Such a claim ; from the 
mouth of a Labour politician, was met with - 
general disbelief before the general election. 
Since May 1, Labour has gone a long way 
towards proving its sincerity. Prom, Tony 
Blair’s proselytising for flexible labour 
markets to Mr Brown’s corporation tax cuts, 
there is now a welcome emphasis on die 
importance of enterprise to the success of 
Britain’s economy. 

The core of the Budget, the welfere-to- 
work measures, should help to increase the 
economy's sustainable growth rate. This is a. 


good time in the economic cyde io address 
the. problem of low skills and long-term 
unemployment As shortages of labour are 
beginning to appear* companies may be 
prepared to recruit from among the more 
■ intractably unemployed if they are given the 
incentive to do so. 

Those on the unemployment register are 
not the only welfare recipients in need of 
help. The "hidden* unemployed — lone pa¬ 
rents and-file sick or disabled —are also 

without work and between them cost the tax¬ 
payer £35 billion a year, a third of the whole 
soda] security budget Many of these would 
like re work If they could. The £200 million 
that the Chancellor plans to spend an 
childcare and file allowances against child¬ 
care costs that he is offering could pay for 
themselves eventually if these parents rejoin 
the labour force. The Chancellor’s daira that 
childcare is “an integral part of our eco¬ 
nomic policy'’ will gladden the hearts of par¬ 
ents who have been arguing this for decades. 

The overall shape of this Budget owes as 
much to the Prime Minister as to his 
iChanceflor. Middle-class voters, who sup¬ 
ported Labour with, some trepidation in 
May have not had their trust betrayed, 
labour’s firiehds and supporters in the film 
industry have been handsomely rewarded— 
rather more handsomely than was nec¬ 
essary.The Budget failed to hit tax relief on 
pension contributions, the married man's 
allowance, profit-related pay, inheritance 
William Hague tried to 
portray it as shamefully tax-raising: his 
speech must have been pre-prepared. 

The package was not as green as it might 
have been — Mr Brown’s boast of gas prices 
failing was at odds with Mr Blairs attempt 
to cut carbon dioxide emissions. And it may 
not be as tight as the markets wanted But 
file Chancellor has done what the country 
hoped for. He has found more money for 
health and education, addressed the prob¬ 
lem of fire underclass, and set out on a 
prudent fiscal path. This Budget should be 
popular. It deserves to be. 


TRANSITION IN TIRANA 

Berisha's departure will not end the crisis, in Albania 


Albanians await the second round of their 
parliamentary eteefianson Sunday in a stale 
of high anxiety.The ultimate result is not in 
question. The strengthof the Socialist Party 
performance m the first ballot should he 
enough to ensure that it has .a commanding 
final majority. President Berisha has. al¬ 
ready conceited that point on behalf of his 
Democratic Parly. The stow count appears 
to confirm his assessment. Certain officials 
dearly needed no further evidence. The 
Interior Minister and his deputy have 
already left the country. Mr Berisha and his 
present Prime Minister, Bashldm ESno, 
spent much of yesterday in dispute over who 
should replace them. 

The elections have been conducted in a 
seriously unsatisfactory manner. They were 
concedied by Mr Berisha in an attempt to - 
end the unrest that swept fiie country this 
spring after file collapse of various pyramid 
schemes. As many" as - twti ;-thirds of' 
Albanians had made these iQ-advised invest¬ 
ments. The country appeared on the brink of 
aril war. Theprospect ofa fresh ropiest and 
the formation of a pTOrisicnaal multiparty- 
administration proved enough to stem but 
not to stop the violence. Much of southern 
Albania, however, remained under the 
control of heavily armed insurgents whose ■- 
self-appointed “salvation committees” 
usurped Mr Berisha’s authority: 

It is hardly surprising that the elections 
which followed were flawed. It is a minor 
miracle that they were conducted in any 
form at all. Voter registration-was inconsis- • 
tent almost arbitrary. Electoral law and 

even polling hours were uncertain as late as 

last weekend. Organised obstruction, 
intimidation, and periodic murders asso¬ 
ciated with both main parties contin ue d as 
voters attempted to exercise their franchise. 


Southern Albania largely remained a law 
unto itself throughout the campaign. Inter¬ 
national supervision of ihe whole process, 
led by officials of the Organisation for 
~-Security foul Co-operation in Europe and 
backed by an Italian-dominated peacekeep¬ 
ing force, was patchy. 

Despite these failings there is little reason 
to suspect that the election was stolen from 
the Democratic Party. The high level of 
abuse could not by itself have produced the 
Socialist triumph. Nor, despite his protesta¬ 
tions, does it seem probable that King Leka 
was robbed of the restoration of his throne in 
file referendum- that accompanied the par¬ 
liamentary contest Mr Berisha’s future has. 
bean at file centre of speculation. He was 
under no obligation to quitpower. Nor has 
his tenure been without virtue. In current 
rircdmstances, however, while his departure 
could not ensure order, his continuation in 
office would reignite anarchy. He rightly 
..acknowledged yesterday that he would not 
■ remain for much longer. 

Albania’s problems will not end with Mr 
Berisha* ousting. The Socialist leader, Fatos 
Nano, won popular support with an utterly 
"• implausible promise that all savings lost in 
file pyramid schemes would be refunded. 
That sum is at least half of Albania’s GDP 
arid no reliable record of individual losses 
exists. The economic programme of the ire 
coming regime, many ofwhom were enthus¬ 
iastic followers of fiie former Communist 
dictator. Enver Hoxha,.is no more credible. 
Northern Albania, which backed the Demo¬ 
cratic Party, will need considerable reassur- 
anoe about its future. The international 
community may have hoped that these 
elections would end the need for Outside 
involvement in Europe* poorest nation. 
That ambition is unlikely to be realised. 


UNHOLY ROW 

. . / _ _ _ 

Let the Lindisfame Gospels make regular pilgrimage 


day the British Libraiy re hearse d the 
1 reasons for its refusal to return to its 
al British home one of the oldest 
ring translations of the Bible into 
ih. The Lindisfarne text of the gospels, 
braiy insists, is a national not a 
ial treasure; at its London home It will 
n in context beside Magna: Cart a and 
historic documents; scholars come 
til over the world to Bloomsbury, not 
disfame. So do six million visitors .a 
vhen file gospels went on loan to N^-. 
last year, they attracted only 75,000 
s. To return them would require an 
f Parliament and set a dangerous 

lent And where would that end? 

ody disputes the importance of me 
s. They are the finest flower of that 
efflorescence of the primitive native 
ies in a dangerous world where law 
rder had broken down. They mtrre 
the ririlising love of learning and 
nee for books. TTieir ffluslrationsfased 
classical and Byzantine styles rafojte 

t native ait form.'And when Aldred, 

jvost of lindisfame, wrote his gloss m 

hcBsh between their Latin lines,, he 
tenting the democratic ideal erf a 
a of the Bibfe that ploughboys as well, 
dais could read- Wydifle; Jfodafc , 
ntfcnrised Verson .and- .subsequent- 


vernacular translations carried on the 
revolutionary ideal bom at Lindisfame. 

These foundation documents of English 
Christianity _were evacuated from Holy 
Island to escape the Norsemen. Henry vm* 
commissioners seized them from Durham 
Cathedral They are now judged too fragile 

• to be returned to Lmdisfame. which is ac¬ 
cessible only by boat and causeway at low 
tide. The lindisfame Gospels need not, 
however, stay permanently in London. 

The Gospels have already returned to the 
North twice on loan. They need not now 
beopme the cause of a heritage tug-of-war 
between North and, South. The British 
library should be generous in letting the 
gospels go to Durham on loan, perhaps ona 
regular pilgrimage of grace. Seen in their 
places of origin, such historic documents 
inrwasft thar numinous aura and attract 
new admirers who may never go to 
BlooEKbury.orwhomaymiss them among 

• tfie other riches there. 

FortuM modem computer technology 
also makes it possible for viewers to turn the 
pqgpg in! virtual manuscript-reading. And 
modem digital arts can now make the holy 
images widely available everywhere — a 
democratic modem ideal with which-those 
who first translated the Bible into English 
would happily agree. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Public order justification for ban on Orange marches 


From Professor Mike Brogden 

Sir. The Setreiaiy of State for Nonh¬ 
em Ireland, Dr Mo Mowlam, and the 
Chief Constable of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary are faced with an im¬ 
mediate critical decision with regard 
to the proposed Orange Order march 
in Portadown on Sunday. I urge them, 
solely on public order grounds, that 
this march must not be permitted to 
take place against the wishes of the 
residents of the Garvaghy Road. 

Two senior dvfl servants have 
advised me separately over recent 
weeks that they are pleased that the 
new Labour Ministers of the North¬ 
ern Ireland Office “have not brought 
any political baggage with them", i 
interpret this to mean that Labour 
Ml* familiar with, for example, pro¬ 
vocative National Front marches 
through predominantly black areas of 
Britain, should not equate them with 
sectarian marches in Northern Ire¬ 
land. The latter are to be regarded not 
as political matters bur as cultural 
manifestations. As one not involved in 
thepotitics of Northern Ireland, I find 
difficulty in distinguishing the two. 

Dr Mowlam appears to be weigh- 


Move to midear power 

From Professor Richard Wilson 

Sir. Many scientists agree with Mr 
Blair and your editorial of June 21. 
“Down to Earth", that it is wise to 
reduce emissions of greenhouse gases 
[letters. June 25.28, July ij. Mankind 
is changing an important climate 
parameter — the concentrations of 
these gases — at a raie that is rapid 
compared to human existence, and it 
behoves us to becarefuL 

However, the stated plans are 
unlikely to meet the goal of a 20 per 
cent reduction by 2010. In a nee 
market it is necessary to make fossil 
fuels more expensive and the alter¬ 
natives cheaper. 

We therefore need a carbon tax of as 
much as £30 per ton of coal: this, if 
rebated by other tax reductions, can 
be a stimulus to the economy. Alter¬ 
natives need not be expensive: twenty 
years ago nuclear power was compet¬ 
itive with coal in many countries. 

Unfortunately, public concern has 
led to opposition and to variable and 
draconian regulation, which in the US 
has more than doubled the real cost in 
twenty years. Thus, an important en¬ 
deavour. strangely overlooked by 
both Mir Blair and your leader, is a re¬ 
turn to nuclear power. A small part of 
the carbon tax could be spent on un¬ 
derstanding and addressing the pub¬ 
lic concern, so that nudear power 
could be cheap and effective once 
again. 

Yours sincerely, 

RICHARD WILSON, 

Harvard University,. 

Cambridge, MA 02138. 
mTson@huhepLharvard.edu 
June 27. 


Law Society conflict 

From Mr Colin Ashley 

Sir, Your report an the “dirty tricks" 
row at fite Law Society (June 23) as¬ 
serts that Martin Mears, the society's 
former president, had alienated a 
large number of solicitors with provo¬ 
cative statements. 

It should be pointed out that Mr 
Mears also endeared himself to a 
large number of solicitors with many 
of those self-same statements which 
contrasted sharply with the mealy- 
mouthed approach adopted for years 
bry members of the Law Sodcty coun- 

Mr Mears administered a well de¬ 
served kick to the Law Society which, 
for the first time in years, gave many 
of us, particularly in high street firms, 
a glimmer of hope that the Law Socie¬ 
ty would start to be responsive to the 
needs of its members. 

Whether Mr Mears is successful or 
not in this year’s elections he has es¬ 
tablished himself as a hero for many 
of us at the sharp end of the profes¬ 
sion. 

Yours faithfully. 

COLIN ASHLEY, 

A. H. Sutcliffe & Co (solidtors). 

22 Drake Street. 

Rochdale, Lancashire. 


Lions’ victory 

From Mr Robert Calcraft 

Sir, .Mr Stogdon (letter. June 30: see 
also letter. July 2) asks if the lions’ 
victory in South Africa does not “make 
a great case against the proposed 
devolution of Scotland and Wales". 
The opposite is. in fart, true. 

Devolution already exists in rugby 
terms, with Scotland, Wales and 
Ireland each having national teams 
with separate- rugby unions and 
league structures. They each have 
effectively their own “devolved" rugby 
parliaments and political structures. 

It just goes to show that devolution, 
ratter titan undermining British (and 
Irish) collective strength of purpose, 
can actually enhance it 

Yours faithfully, 

ROBERT CALCRAFT, 

67 Bal combe Street, NW1. • 

July 2. 
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ing up pragmatically which is the les¬ 
ser of two evils — a repeal of last year’s 
Loyalist street blockades if the march 
Ls prevented or Nationalist protests if 
it is allowed to continue. There is some 
evidence that she is willing to counte¬ 
nance the fatter as more readily 
containable. 

It seems critical to me that she does 
bring "political baggage" to her 
derision-making process. Orange 
marches through the streets of op¬ 
posed communities are intended to 
drive home exacriv the same point as 
the National Front marches of the 
19S0s: that northern Catholics, like 
black people in Britain, are intruders 
into the “normal” society, and should 
pack their bags and rerum to sane 
spurious homeland. 

Such provocation, despite any dis¬ 
simulations, constitutes a major 
threat to public order and to the rights 
of Northern Ireland citizens. There is 
no common-law right to parade that 
appalling message"through the resi¬ 
dential areas of a different communi¬ 
ty. The “political baggage" portrayed 
by those civil servants actually consti¬ 
tutes respect for universal standards 
of human rights, rights not circum- 


From Mr D. J. Shaw 

Sir. You discuss in your report and 
leading article today the courses open 
to Clare Short's newly formed Depart¬ 
ment for International Development 
(DFID). On June 26 Magnus Linkla- 
ter wrote Tit's time for trade to do 
without aid*) that she “has indicated 
that she warns to change the entire 
basis of Britain's overseas aid policy". 

I hope the changes will invoke an 
improvement in targeting. Develop¬ 
ment is essentially about the conquest 
of poverty. But the poor are not a ho¬ 
mogeneous group. Identifying the 
poor and the causes of their poverty 
should be strategic elements in any 
development and aid programme. 

It is pleasing to note that the con¬ 
ditions that have been applied to Brit¬ 
ish as well as other aid in the past, 
often with disastrous effects, are to be 
reviewed. More emphasis must be put 
on a contractual approach under 
which the aid giver undertakes to pro¬ 
vide the right type of aid, consistently, 
and for a suffident period of time. And 
whatever aid is granted, it should al¬ 
ways include provision for increasing 
the caparities of the poor to take care 
of themselves. 

From my experience of over 30 
years in United Nations aid polides 
and programmes I have identified five 
interrelated principles for the sustain¬ 
able alleviation of poverty: 
Governments in developing countries 
should give priority and foil commit¬ 
ment to eradicating poverty as a cen¬ 
tral objective of their national 
development plans and programmes. 
The poor themselves, female and 
male, should be intimately involved in 
the process of removing poverty. 
Developing countries should be as¬ 
sisted in implementing their anti- 
poverty programmes with adequate 
and well-directed international assis¬ 
tance. 

Coordinated action should be 
strengthened at the country level 
among government departments and 
aid programmes: no single govern¬ 
ment programme or aid organisation 
has all the resources.- expertise and 
experience needed. 

Finally, monitoring and evaluation 
systems should be put in place to track 
and assess the impact of the measures 
implemented. 


Bridge dubs 

From Mr Chris Dixon 

Sir, I was pleased to read how Su¬ 
sanna Gross enjoys her bridge TBe 
warned: bridge is addictive and leads 
to strange behaviour". July 1): but it is 
unfortunate that she painted bridge 
dubs in such a negative light 

As a former proprietor of possibly 
the most famous bridge dub in the 
world. I introduced thousands of or¬ 
dinary social players to the club 
bridge scene. Like countless other 
such clubs, the atmosphere (in both 
senses of the word) was clean, warm, 
inviting and friendly. 

Even ar the very top. bridge has 
many players who combine excellence 
with courtesy, charm and modesty. 
Examples are your own correspon¬ 
dent. Robert Sheehan, whom I 
partnered in European and Olympiad 
■ championships, and all the members 
of the British women’s team who last 
week won the European champion¬ 
ships in Italy. 

Bridge is the second most popular 
participation game or sport in this 
country (after angling). 1 hope that 
sodal bridge players will not be de¬ 
terred from joining their local dubs 
and sharing the pleasures of partiri- 


Sign-off of the times? 

From Mr Adrian Dodd-Noble 

Sir, For more than 60 years I have 
considered myself as your obedient 
servant and shall, I hope, continue to 
remain yours faithfully. 

Now there is e-mail I shall be on the 
lookout for “bye-bye for now" or simi¬ 
lar valedictory tags. 

Believe me. Sir, 

ADRIAN DODD-NOBLE, 

Rectory Cottage, Allendale, 

Hexham, Northumberland. 

June 27. 


scribed by particular local practices of 
domination and subordination. 

The cultural tradition of the sash 
and the drum when utilised in this 
deliberately provocative fashion, has 
nothing to do with legitimate com¬ 
munal traditions. 

1 urge the Secretary of State to apply 
the same kind of non-political criteria 
that Chief Constables used to prevent 
racist marches disturbing the peace in 
the inner dues of Britain. Her object 
should not be the short-term minimi¬ 
sation of harm—a practice which has 
bedevilled the last 28 years of Nonh¬ 
ero Irish history — but the long-term 
concern with the law and order rights 
of the vast majority of the community. 

Pragmatic decision-making in Nor¬ 
thern Ireland, as evidenced by the last 
Drumcree march, has sown the pre¬ 
sent political impasse and made hos¬ 
tages of us ail. 

Yours sincerely. 

MIKE BROGDEN. 

The Queen’s University of Belfast, 
Institute of Criminology 
and Criminal Justice, 

3 Lennoxvaie. Belfast. 

July I. 


President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
said that the test of progress is not 
whether we add to the abundance of 
those who have much; it is whether we 
provide enough to those who have too 
little. This is a good test for any aid 
programme. 

Yours hopefully, 

D. JOHN SHAW 
(Head. Policy Affairs Service, 

UN World Food Programme, 
199CW4). 

112 Kenwood Drive. 

Beckenham. Kent. 

July 2. 

From the Director of 
The Export Group for the 
Constructional Industries 

Sir, The implication in Magnus Link- 
later's article that most of file current 
aid budget is “conditional on sales of 
British products, services and exper¬ 
tise" is misleading. The Aid and Trade 
Provision (ATP) accounts for only 3 
per cent of the total aid budget and is 
used to support projects in credit¬ 
worthy, low income developing coun¬ 
tries that are (first) developmental ly 
sound and (second) of industrial and 
commercial significance to the UK. Its 
disbursement is governed by strict 
international guidelines, and an ODA 
Review in 1995 found that since 1993 
the quality of ATP projects has been 
no different from that of bilateral 
country programmes as a whole. 

British contractors working over¬ 
seas have co-operated closely with 
ODA over a wide range of sound de¬ 
velopmental projects in over fifty de¬ 
veloping countries. They strongly en¬ 
dorse Mr Linklater’s comment that 
the “Third World needs British goods, 
technology, experience, management 
techniques and long-term assistance", 
and look forward to discussing with 
Clare Short and her officials how the 
private sector can best work in part¬ 
nership with the DFID to continue to 
pursue these developmental benefits. 

Yours sincerely. 

AUCK GOLDSMITH, 

Director. 

The Export Group for the 
Constructional Industries. 

Kingsbuiy House. 

15-17 King Street, St James's, SW1. 
June 26. 


pation in a competitive activity with a 
social atmosphere. 

Yours sincerely. 

C. P. DIXON 

(Proprietor, Acol Bridge Club, 

West Hampstead, NW6,1974-86), 
Wood bo rough Farm House, 

Wood borough. 

Peasedown St John, Bath. 

July I. 

From Mr Denis E. O’Sullivan 

Sir, Novice bridge players may be in¬ 
terested to know that many bridge 
teachers, such as myself, also run the 
novice duplicate clubs described by 
Susanna Gross. These usefully fill the 
gap between the bridge classroom 
and a full English Bridge Union club, 
and new players can find their feet 
there. 

The atmosphere at these dubs is 
friendly and encouraging (no bidding 
boxes, smoking, gambling or bad 
tempers). Bridge is fun; it should be 
enjoyed, not suffered. 

Yours sincerely. 

DENIS E. O'SULLIVAN. 
do The English Bridge Union, 
Broadfields. Bicester Road, 

Aylesbury. Buckinghamshire. 

July! 


Weather wisdom 

From Mr David Hornsby 

Sir. Although its mysteries have now 
been revealed, many will continue to 
fantasise over the shipping forecast 
(letters, June 21 and 26). My late father 
always maintained that General Syn¬ 
opsis was a senior officer in the Greek 
Army, whom! still picture as a rather 
sinister figure, brandishing his 
Smith's Knoll automatic. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID HORNSBY. 

216 Sheen Road. Richmond. Surrey. 


Time for debate 
on cannabis law 

From Mr Nigel Williamson 

Sir, Thirty years ago Today The Times 
published a brave and significant 
leader under the headline “Who 
breaks a butterfly on a wheel?" It ar¬ 
gued that the three-month jail sen¬ 
tence meted out to Mick Jagger for 
possession of cannabis was unfairly 
excessive. 

ThaT leader led to a full-page advert¬ 
isement in The Times some three 
weeks later headed: "The law against 
marijuana is immoral in principle 
and unworkable in practice". Signa¬ 
tories included MPs and doctors, the 
Beatles. David Hockney and Kenneth 
Tynan. Three decades later the law 
remains unchanged. 

It is true that in many areas of Brit¬ 
ain possession of cannabis has effect¬ 
ively been decriminalised as it has be¬ 
come standard police practice to issue 
a caution rather than to prosecute. Yet 
this position remains highly unsatis¬ 
factory and inconsistent. It is surely 
rime for the Government to examine a 
change in the law. 

While in Opposition. Clare Short 
was slapped down by Tony Blair (re¬ 
port. October 30.1995) when she sug¬ 
gested that existing policy should at 
least be opened up to informed debate. 
If his reaction was understandable be¬ 
fore a general election, there is no 
such excuse today. In particular no- 
one can deny Ms Short's point that 
whatever hard-line policies may have 
achieved, they have failed to stop the 
growth of the use of recreational 
drugs. 

In the view of many of us the case 
for the decriminalisarion of mariju¬ 
ana was overwhelming in 1967 and re¬ 
mains so today. Yet we accept that 
there is still the need to win a public 
debate on the issue — a debate that 
over all of those intervening 30 years 
has never been allowed to take place 
in a level-headed and objective cli¬ 
mate. The sensible course would sure¬ 
ly be for the Government to set up a 
royal commission, an approach that 
already has support from several sen¬ 
ior voices in the police force. 

Yours etc, 

NIGEL WILLIAMSON, 

High Beeches. Sutherland Avenue. 
Wester ham, Kent 
nigelwilliamson @compuserve.com 
July 1. 


Wilde men 

From Mr Neil Allen 

Sir. As a postscript to the bizarre 
incident in the Las Vegas boxing ring 
(reports. June 30). surely Oscar Wilde, 
writing on another “sport", best 
summed up the final seconds of 
inglorious action: “The unspeakable 
in foil pursuit of the uneatable." 

I remain, yours faithfully. 

NEJL ALLEN 
(Boxing Correspondent. 

The Times. 1956-76). 

64 Ruskin Walk. SE24. 

July 2. 


Mixed signals 

From Mr P. L Bagnall-Oakeley 

Sir, On Monday, during the handover 
ceremonies in Hong Kong, my daugh¬ 
ter and her partner were on a boat 
with some 30 other people in Hong 
Kong harbour. At the same rime my 
wife and I were here at home, watch¬ 
ing the live coverage by TV. 

Soon after 5pm my phone rang. It 
was my daughter on her mobile 
phone saying: “We know the VIPs 
have left the Conference Centre and 
are heading for Tamar, but Britannia 
is in the way and we cant see what is 
happening.” Thus I found myself des¬ 
cribing to her what 1 was seeing on 
my screen so that she could tell those 
on the boat. 

I think I understand why TV and 
phone signals do not bump into each 
other and get confused, but 1 wonder 
if I could ever have explained this to 
my grandmother? She was born 
around 1870 and lived some 97 years. 

Yours etc. 

P. L. BAGNALL-OAKELEY. 

8 Greysioke Close, 

Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire. 


And no kissing 

From the Chairman of the 
Over-Fifties' Association 

Sir. Where do these “Days" and 
“Years" come from? Who originates 
them? 

I am. of course, referring not only to 
“No Smoking Day", "No Driving 
Day”, etc, but, also, to today's “Day" 
(July 1), “Kissing Day", which really 
takes the biscuit. No one has kissed 
me today. Why not? 

My earnest attempts to make 
Kissing Day a success have been 
rebuffed with comments along the 
lines of “Where’s your dirty raincoat, 
Grandad?" and "Ooh sailor, aren't 
you the brave one?" 

I have observed all other "Days" — 
witness my letter of June 30. 1992, 
which you published and which sup¬ 
ported “European Year for Older 
People". May I. therefore, suggest, in 
the light of all this occupational and 
personal pension current outrage, 
that we secure a "Pension Redemp¬ 
tions Day"? 

Yours faithfolly. 

ERIC D. BELLEN1E, 

Chairman. 

The Over-Fifties' Association, 

29 Hill Court, The Ridings. W5. 

July I. 


Improvements needed in aid policy 






Promotions in the Armed Forces 


COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PAUCE 
July t The Queen and The Dube of 
Edinburgh this morning left Mac¬ 
donald Cartier International Airport. 
Ottawa, for London. 

The following were present and 
took leave of Her Majesty and His 
Royal Highness: The Governor Gen¬ 
eral (die Rl Hen Rtmeo Le Blanc) and 
the Prime Minister (the Rl Hon Jean 
Chrttienl. 

The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh, attended by ihc Lady 
Famham. the Hon Mary Morrison, 
die Rl Hon Sir Robert Fcllowes. 
Major General Gasron Ckxmcr. Mrs 
Mary Francis. Miss Pfenetope Rus- 
sell-Smhh. Surgeon Captain David 
Swain RN. Air Commodore the Hon 
Timothy El worthy. Lieuienanr Com¬ 
mander Jean Yves Bastiai and Sir 
Brian McGralh. arrived at Heathrow 
Airport. London, this evening from 
Canada and were received at the 
Airport by the Earlnf Airlie KT iLianl 
Chamberlain) and Mr Michael Rob¬ 
erts (Managing Director. Heathrow 
Airport). 

The Queen was represented hy Mr 
Simon Bowes Lyon (Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant or Hertfordshire! ai 
the Memorial Service for Major 
Genera] Sir George Bums (formerly 
Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of 
Halfords hi re) which was held in the 
Caihedral and Abbey Church or St 
Albans. Hertfordshire, this 
afternoon. 

The Duke of Edinburgh was 
represented by Lieutenant-General 
Sir Anthony Dcnison-Smith. 

The Prince of Wales was repre¬ 
sented by Brigadier John Rickett. 

The Princess Royal was repre¬ 
sented by Lieutenant-Colonel frier 
Gibbs. 

Princess Alice. Duchess of Glouces¬ 
ter and The Duke and Dudleys of 
Gloucester were represented 
by Licuienanl-ColoneJ Sir Simon 
Bland. 

The Duke of Kent was represented 
by Mr Nicolas Adamson. 

Princess Alexandra, the Hon Lady 
Ogilvy was represented by Rear 
Admiral Sir John Gamier. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
July 2: The Dukeof York this evening 


Today's royal 
engagements 

The Duke of Edinburgh will 
attend a pre-luncheon reception at 
the Hyatt Hotel. Birmingham, at 
noon and will present the 
Birmingham Post Business 
Awards at a luncheon held after¬ 
wards at the International Conven¬ 
tion Centre. 

The Princess Royal, as Chancellor 
of London University, will attend 
the summer congregation. London 
Business School, Sussex Place. 
Regent's Park, at 10.00; and as 
patron. National Association of 
Victim Support Schemes, will at¬ 
tend the annual national con¬ 
ference at Warwick University, 
Coventry, at 2.00. 

The Duke of Gloucester win open 
Manor Farm Day Centre for the 
Elderly. Eg ham, at 2.45: and as 
Grand Prior of the Order of St 
John will open the St John Council 
for Surrey's new headquarters at 
Guild ford, at 4.00. 

The Duke of Kent will attend a 
naming ceremony at Harlow 
Town Railway Station, Edinburgh 
Way. Harlow, at KL20; will visit 
Nonhem Telecom. London Road. 
Harlow, at 1030; and the 
Coal house Fort. East Tilbury. Es¬ 
sex, at 1.45. 

The Duchess of Kent will attend 
the Wimbled on Championships at 
1230. 


attended the Annual Dinner of the 
Pakistan Society in the Great Hall, 
Lincoln’s Inn. London WC2. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
July 2 The Princess Royal. President 
or Patrons. Crime Concern, this 
morning attended the Prudential 1997 
Youth Action Awards ceremony at 
London Zoo. Regents Park, London 

NWI. 

Her Royal Highness. Chancellor. 
University of London, this afternoon 
opened the Department of Primary 

Care and Papulation Science at the 
Royal Free Hospital School of Medi¬ 
cine. Rowland HOI Street. London 

NWJ. 

The Princess Royal. President. 
Riding for the Disabled Association, 
later attended the Windsor Lions 
Twenty Fifth Sponsored Horse Ride 
celebrations at the GuDdhal). Wind¬ 
sor. and was received by Her Maj¬ 
esty's Lord-Lieutenant of the Royal 
County of Berkshire (Mr Philip 
Wroughton). 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
July 2 Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother this afternoon visited gar¬ 
dens in the London Borough of Tower 
Hamlets under the auspices of the 
London Gardens Society and 
the London Children's Flower 
Society. 

Miss Jane Walker-Okcovcr was in 
attendance. 

Her Majesty was represented by 
Major Sir Ralph Anslruthcr. Bl at 
the Memorial Service for Major- 
General Sir George Bums which was 
held in the Cathedral and Abbey 
Church of St Alban. St Albans, this 
afternoon. 

YORK HOUSE 

ST JAMES’ PALACE 

June 2 The Duke of Kent. Field 

Marshal, today visited troops and 

families at Hohnc Garrisun. 

Germany. 

The Duchess of Kent this afternoon 
received an Honorary Degree of the 
University of Hull at City HalL 
Cuttinghom Road. Hull, and was 
received by Her Majesty's Lord- 
Lieu tenant of the East Riding 
of Yorkshire (Mr Richard 
Marriott). 


The Battle 
of Britain 

The Ministry of Defence an¬ 
nounces that the Battle of Britain 
service of thanksgiving and 
rededkatkm will be held in West¬ 
minster Abbey at It.00am on 
Sunday. September 21.1997. 

Applications for tickets, 
accompanied by a stamped self- 
addressed envelope, should reach 
the Ministry of Defence. Pld(Cer) 
(RAF). Room SI2I. Main Building. 
Whitehall, London. SW1A2HB. by 
not later than August 8. 1997. 
Applications received after this 
date may prove unsuccessful. If the 
demand for tickets proves exces¬ 
sive. it may be necessary to restrict 
issue to a maximum of two per 
applicanL 

To assist with seating in the 
Abbey, applicants are requested to 
state which of the fallowing cate¬ 
gories is appropriate: ex Battle of 
Britain aircrew; relatives of air¬ 
crew who lost their lives in the 
Battle; past or present members or 
the Royal Air Force and its Reserve 
Forces: and members of the gen¬ 
eral public. 

Tickets and a note on dress and 
timings lor the occasion will be 
issued 2/3 weeks before the service. 
Applications ore not to be made in 
Westminster Abbey. 


Royal Nayy. Royal Marines, 
and Royal Naval Reserve 

The fallowing provisional selection* 
have been mode for promotions to 
anic December 31.1997,and June 30. 
(99 b. The earty promotions to 
Lieutenant Commander are effective 
on the dale* shown: 

Promotions to dare December 31. 
1097 

WARFARE BRANCH 
CAPTAIN:! K Goddard: p S H White 
OBE: s c termyr M B Avow c P R 
Montgomery N A M Butler: C A 
Johnstone-Burt OBE; N Mortseut. 
COMMANDER: V A Nall; M RlmmenR 
J BrooKsbonlc J S Robinson; K A 
Taylor S j Nell; C A Mackay-. T F 

McBarnec P F Minns; 5 W Garrett; 5 P 
williams: N J Blaxeby: P R Uayck C R 
"• M Pope: M J Hawthorne; P D 
urnuua. S J Kenny. C W ratlc CCC 
Johnstone. 

LI EUTENANT COM MANDEft- 
Promoted 12 month* early: s Dalnton 
(rftMarcti i. 1998); c JTil Gllmour 

(December 1.1997): D J Bewick (July l. 

1997) ; KMT Houfbeig (November I, 
1997k J a PWhlie {November 1.1997). 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER; 
Promoted 6 months early: IE Graham 
(efT August I. 1998): R JAnstey (May 1. 
I99«j: ft j l Myna liuJy t. j erfsE r A a 
Thomas (March 1.1998]; THGRooers 
(December-*, 1998], 

ENGINEERING BRANCH 
CAPTAIN: J. Patrick: J R Wills; J A 
Green: N Marks: I P G Tlbbirt; c J 
nurtures: A M Hussain. 
COMMANDER: J H Waterman: S 
Greenwood: H M Wrichtson; J R 
Pen nlsron: IJ Peck J M Stavrson: w C 
Johnson: J M Newell: J D Sunderland: 
D N FictJhaU: A F R Carter. N G 
Oakley; K A Beckett: H Sirau gluon. 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER: 
Promoted 12 month* early: W P L 
Btgra left April 1 1998); dp s Ferris 
{April I 1998i: pcouIson (December I 

UEUTENANT COMMANDER: 
Promoted b months early; G P Hill (efT 
January I 1998); S Holt (December 1 

1998) ; ( MacGUUvray (April 1 1998): G 
S Davey (November I 1998). 

SUPPLY BRANCH 
CAPTAIN: N P Wright LVO: J K C 
Pearoe 

COMMANDER: CRAM Charlton: P 
Cunningham: S N White: M J 
Atherton. 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER: 
Promoted 12 month* earty: A M 
LuMman (efT September 25 1997) 

LI EUTENANT COMMANDER: 
Promoted 6 month*early. R wood left 
March I 1998) 

Royal Marines 
COLONEL: R A Fry MBE 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL; M N Spicer. 




fa 




Tom Cruise, the actor, 
is 35 today 

Birthdays today 

Miss Evelyn Anthony, author, tfh 
Sir Bernard Burrows, diplomat, 
87; Mr Robert Crawford, director- 
general. Imperial War Museum. 
52; Sir William Deaktn, former 
Warden, St Antony’s College. Ox¬ 
ford. 84: the Hon Sir Eustace 
Gibbs, former Vice-MaishaJ. Dip¬ 
lomatic Corps, 68; Sir Richard 
Hadlee, cricketer. 46: Lord Lester 
of Heme Hill. QC; 61; the Countess 
of Loudoun. 7S: Mr fain Mac- 
dona Id-Smith, yachtsman. 52; the 
Very Rev Dr William McMillan, 
former Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scot¬ 
land. 70; Professor Midi ad Oliver, 
cardiologist. 72; the Earl of Ork¬ 
ney. 78: Mr Ken Russell, film 
director. 70; Baroness Ryder of 
Warsaw. 74: Mrs Justice Heather 
Steel. 57; Sir Tom Stoppard, play¬ 
wright. 60; Sir John Swan, former 
Premier of Bermuda. 62: Lord 
Justice Waite. 65; Mr Ed Wallis, 
chairman. PowerGen, 58; Sir John 
Wills. Lord-Lieu tenant of Somer¬ 
set. 69. 


MAJOR: D A Hook: R A Pickup; P R 
MansdU G R Ftasten R E Walker 
MEDICAL 

SURGEON CAPTAIN: C J ChtirCfter- 
Brawn 

SURGEON COMMANDER; A P 
Roberts a WMurriwnjCJ A Edwards, 

DENTAL 

SURGEON COMMANDER (D): S J 
Uggtns: ABC MasweJL 

S UEEN ALEXANDRA'S ROYAL NAVAL 
URSING SERVICE 

LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER: H J 
Alikins 

Promotions to date Jose 30.1998 
WARFARE BRANCH 

CAPTAIN: a A s Adaln S C Martin; s R 
Kirby; D R Larmour a J B Cameron: A 
R C Bennett DSC; J C L Won on; d W 
Pood; R G Coating: C A Snow. 
COMMANDER: R E Snoot G A 
Jardlne c J Lade; s M steeds a w 
J ackman; N R Gaunt: M W Ewence; a P 
F Cassar. K F Robertson; p W 
McDonnell: R G Ingram: T E 
Reynolds: C Abrade M c Cree: S J 
Ancona: S J N Kings: G B Sutton: P M 
Bennett: M R Dariiogton: H R 
SanguLnetti. 

ENGINEERING BRANCH 
CAPTAIN:R Madge; J H HoUM^ e, KI 


The Army 

Promotion la Brigadier 


captain: R Madge; J H HoUlOge; R T 
Love MEL Graves: M B Alabaster S J 
Branch-Evans MBE. 

COMMANDER: K Entkknap: M J 
Sexton: D K Clart R G McLennan: S J 
Russell: E S Main: D T G Qtuye A I 
MacDonald: S J Wiles I Shipped cy; D 
G Eifard:T J Gulley; IG Danbury ;m J 
Toy; s a Taylor. 

SUPPLY BRANCH 
CAPTAIN: J Blacken. 

COMMANDER: I H PatUnsoru J 
Flanagan; t P Uichtictd. 

Royal Marines 

COLONEL: A R Pillar OBE. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL: S G L P 

Buzz* S T HartnelL 

MAJOR: S G N earing: C R Scott NMB 

Anting: N P Brown?? J A Herring. 

MEDICAL 

SURGEON CAPTAIN:/! R Mugridge. 
SURGEON COMMANDER: P A 
Hughes; G E D Howell: M H lygo. 


selections 
Ion re date 


The fallowing provisional selections 
have been made for promotion id date 
September 30.1997: 

Royal Naval Reserve 
CAPTAIN: T R Wootley 
COMMANDER: A E Goold: J E Shaw; J 
M Motley; PC Crump: CJAspInetLR 
G Avis B J Thome; S M Passmore. 
SURGEON COMMANDER: P K Small: 
J M Norwood. 


Premium Bonds 

The following Premium Bond prize¬ 
winners were announced yesterday: 
£100.000:60GB 673709. winner has a 
holding of £19300 and cranes bom 
Surrey: Z2JB 808688. E12A32. Wilt¬ 
shire; 4EW 105229. EJ.914. Suffolk: 
56HS 427013, £9.027. Middlesex: 
28MN 752942. £20.000. 

Cambridgeshire. 

£50.000: 35VK 61954a £1300. 

Humberside; 30MN 623246. EISjOlO . 
Westminster. London; I7AW 879338. 
£1.000. Berkshire MHZ 632872. 
£17271. South Yorkshire: 56BS 
626284. £20000. Clwyd; 9BBF S02T77. 
£10.000. Merseyside: 23VB 964957. 
0.498. Hammersmith and Fulham. 
London; 68AZ 173237. £5.160, 

Lincolnshire. 

£25.000:6PK 547779. £19.916. Devon; 
37ZK 536696. E7300. Derbyshire: 
27VF 635255. £1.002. West Midlands; 
36AS 206684. £131 Merseyside; 
26 MS 942016. £20.000. Somerset; 
24JB 254972. £4.000. Merton. 

London: 28AN S78460. £3.155. West 
Midlands: 29PT 391366. £3.130. over¬ 
seas: 44EB 766567. £1.030. Essex 
63AT 634673, E3.M0. Surrey; 27VS 
776590. EW.SCC. overseas; 53MZ 
084786. £ 20 . 000 , Eating. London: 
3IRB 117897. £4.940. Kent: 33NS 
85274a E2O00a Middlesex: 64AF 
136660. 114210. SuBolk: 60NT 

208601. E2a00a Hammersmith and 
Fulham. London; 28JK 807689. 
£7.710. West Sussex: 39LK 729778. 
£19.953. Essex 52BS 203507. E7.00a 
Bedfordshire. 


Service dinner 

Headquarters Logistics 
Command 

Air Chief Marshal Sir John Allison. 
Air Officer Cfommanding-in-Chief 
Logistics Command, and lady Alli¬ 
son were the guests of honour at a 
dinner held last night at RAF Wyton 
to mark their departure from logis¬ 
tics Command. Wing Commander 
P.D.G. Milky presided and Air 
Marshal GG. Teny was the prin¬ 
cipal speaker. 


on June 3a 1997. with seniority from 
June30, l«7: 

C J Burton. Late R Signal* IDS 
CompbeiL Late RA: A J M Enrcan. Late 
Gordons: A P Deed, late R Anglian: C S 
Grant, late QO Hldrs S G Hughes. 
Late R Signals: w J HnireU. Late 
17/ZIL; iX L King, Late pwo: B c 
Lam be. Late RA; K Skemtxon. Late 
Cheshire: F R steer, Late RAOC; E J 
iree. Late RDG; B D 
...........~jt. Late RA: D R witwn. 

Uue BW: STH Duncan. Late ADC (SPS); 
D A Harrison. Late RAEC 
Promotion to eoionat 
The undermentioned lieutenant 
colonels are to be promoted to 
substantive colonel on June 3a 1997. 
with seniority from Jane 3a 1997: 

B R Anderson. RDG; RAD Applegate. 
RA; A w Blacken. A and EH; ET 
BoUitra. Gten Gds; c c Brown. ra;t w 

Burts MC Para: D J Clements. K 
An Elian; M B Cooper. BA; S E Cowlam. 
RLC: P E 0*R-B Dsvtdson-Houstan. 
RCBW. G G Davies. RRC: p Davies. 
rrw; ps w F Falkner. LG: G B L Fox. 
RLC G GUJott. RLC: JCoodslr. AAC: A J 
N Graham. A and 5H; A J Grey. R 
Signals; J B Gunson. RLC: MAC 

Hughes. RE: N C Jackson, R signals J 
Kazudns. RA: R J Kerrfiaw. Panu J A S 
Lancaster. SG: P Lawless, aac c L Le 
Gallals. R Signals; P Ulteyman.RE; SJ 
Little. RE: N J MongnaU. 8GJ; P c 
Maynard. RLC: H H McNlnc 
RG Medley, RLC: R A M S M 

AD Morris. REMfcJHCPHa_ 

FOwen. RLC DS B Phipps. R Anglian: 
K H N Prentice. RA: RRP Prichard. 
Para: T C R B Purdon. WG; J P Riley 
DSO. RWR N H RoUo. RE: R G Rowe, ft 
Irish; D M Sama-Otalla DSO MC, 
DWK P R Sharpe. REME: p H J Smith. 
BA: N A Sutherland, RE; S J Tetiow, 
REMEi N D D Thunby. AAC: P C 
vuialard. RA: FA Walthall, mt corps:! 
M C Watson. QRHrTFLWeekt U; M J 
Whannby. RLC: N T S wil liams. 
REME: 6 Ailken. ACC (ETSk A P 
CamtOL RE (PQEk c c Kershaw, 
KE(PQEh s a lan e. AGCISPSR c t 
agc^ps^GC^P^ s E Eeytu>Id5. 

The following substantive 
promotions to Lieutenant Colonel as 
at June 30, 1997 are confirmed as 
follows: 

House hold cavalry and Royal 
Armoured Corps; H D AlUrey Sccris 
DC. P J Andrews QDG. P h 

RTR.KRCarhanftDG.RCL_ 

RDG. T B J Coombe RTR. R W Currie 
qrh . R c Dixon RTR. j w Garnett 
RTR. RDF MUUngion RTR. A M 
Phillips Scots DC. NOT Polley KRH. J 
J Powe RTR. N M A Ridley QRJL J O 
Snell QRL D J L Swann Q 
Tusdn RTR. 

Royal Regiment of Artillery: M P 


Glaxo Wellcome 
ABSW Science 
Writers’ Awards 

The Glaxo Wellcome ABSW Sci¬ 
ence Writers’ Awards 1996 were 
presented at The British Museum 
yesterday by Sir Richard Sykes, 
chairman and chief executive. 
Glaxo Wellcome pic. Glaxo 
Weifcome. in association with the 
Association of British Science 
Writers, makes six awards an¬ 
nually to the writers and broad¬ 
casters who. in die opinion of die 
judges, have done most to enhance 
the quality of science journalism. 
The Awards were presented as 
follows: 

The best feature on a science subject 
In a national or regional newspaper 
Emily Green. Freelance. 

The best feature on a science subject 
In a specialist periodical: Andy 
Coghlan. New SduulSL 
The best news Item on a science 
subject Julian Rush. ITN. 

The best radio programme or 
contribution to a radio programme 
on a science subject: Geoff Wans. 
Freelance, and Richard Aedy. BBC 
Radio Science Untr. 

The best television programme or 
contribution to a television 
programme on a science subject: 
Clare Paterson. BBC Documentaries. 
The best communicailon of science 
In a non-science context: Merllyn 
Harris. BBC Adult Education. 


School news 

St Paul’s Girls’ School 
St Paulis Girls' School announces 
the following awards: 

First Year Awards: Laura Gouldine. 
Kensington Preparatory School; 
Kathryn Saklatvala. Bure House 
Prepxratoiy School; Alyson 
Thompson, Kensington Preparatory 

First Year Music Awards: Teresa 
TsHkok. Pembridge Hall; Tamsin 
Waley-Cohen. Bute House 
Preparatory SchooL 
Senior Art Awards: Rosie sefcers. 
Tatiana von Preussen. 

Senior Music Scholarship: Delbar 
Molnlan, Queen's Gate SchooL 


Banham.AP Barnard. RLBarro to-C 

Brandi e, N J Foster. P A Fox. N 
Upscombe. AJ Mean-J p F Pottrav D J 
Pradaard. WKM Robinson. J c Sims, 
p a Slshton. P H Toptilnson. M e 
waring. 

Corps of Royal Engineers: C J Boas. D 
C Bowen. M P Carter. G R Gibbs. J M 

Gunns, ft G ft Hall QGM. w J 
Hemlnsley. N M huBsihCr W KJUlcK. 
B J LeGrys, AM Mills.P M Naylor. I □ 
Wright 

Royal corns of Sfgnab: B J Barton- 
Andlffe.T JP Bryn fig. N D Couch. P H 
Baton. E M Flint. M LEthgpw. M. 
Llewellyn. T R M antes, J K McKee, u 
PMtyer, DG Proctor. CJT Rafferty. C 
Wakertey. P G Walker. D J Whitby. 
Infantry 

Guard* Division: a w Foster SG. 
Scottish Division: RJKBradford BW. 
SC De la Have R5. M P Dodson 
HLDRS. P D FraserflopCTweO RS. R P 
Hall HLDRS. JAM McCurthr f 
N H A D v Wade A and SH. 

Watson HLDRS. 

Queen's Division: PT Crow RRF. S LC 
EHggfns RRF. H W R Earn PWRR. P P 
Jones PWRR. ft j Kemp* Anglian. S P 
B KUPatrick PWRR. J W Rollins R 
ANGUAN. N A Sim PWRR. 

KlnsfS Dtvttton: T K Barren KORBR. N 
P GaltlerGH. G A Ktibum dwr. D l 
RicbardKMi DWR, M N S uiquhari 
KORBR. R J Watson PWO. 


P King D and D. PJ King RGBW. R J M 
Porter RWF. G M Thomas Cheshire; P 
C Tomlinson RGBW.JF Watson Dand 
D. 

Light Division: M DC Montague LI. JI 
S K*auw RGL B A Steel RgT 
Parachute Regiment P D T Hotilns, D . 
Mlirab. 

Brigade of Gurkhas: S D Crane RGR. L 
A Holley RGR. M M UUlngion-Prtce 
ROR. 

Army Air Corps R J Eustace. ARB 
0*05. B 5 Ind nir-Kem p,C J P Stewart. I 
R Thomson. 

Royal Logistic Corps J Aridnnali 
BEM. P J ABafcer. a D Bristow. R G A 
CasteII, D J Collins, t M Copeland. T 
Couch. A P Cowling. P C Cnwman, R 
K Edwards. J D A Cal t MBE. S Govan. B 
N Groves. PL Klikbilde. R St LLaden. 
R w Ubbey. M R LUley. J G O Lowe, a 
M ahanfy. D 1 R Martin. R D 
McKeegan. H E McMahon. C A 
O’Sullivan QGM. A J Parrott. R J 
Patrick. M HPRusseU. A M 
F Stamps. M C Wickham QG 

Electrical and Mechanical 
a* J P Crawford. A D Duncan. 
M D Eyre. Plnngmore. D D Mathesnn. 

J Muuqy. D J Bodge. I W Ross. J F 
itouse, l s simpsorCN R S Sparks. G F 
Tanner. M 3 Tudor. 

Adjutant General's Corps: V j Martin. 
GEWT Bailees. 

Intelligence Corps: NIHRU.M5 
russbL c J LTemngton. 


Dinners 

Navy Board 

Prince Michael of Kent attended the 
Trinity Term dinner given by the 
Navy Board last night at Admiralty 
House. Admiral Sir Jock Slater. Hist 
Sea Lord, presided. Among others 



Angfo-Venezudan Society 
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein 
was the guest speaker at a reception 
and dinn er hekJ last night at the 
Savoy Hotel ro mark Venezuela's Day 
of Independence (luly The Ambas¬ 
sador of Venezuela, president, and 
Mr Jack Wiggkswbnh. chairman, 
and Mrs Wigglesworih wefcomed the 
guests. 

Royal College of Psychiatrists 
The annual cUmw of the Royal 
College of Psychiatrists was held lost 
night ar the Pavilion Baliroam. 
Bournemouth. Dr Robert KendelL 
President, was in the chair. Earlier, ar 
the Bournemouth Inte rna tio na l 
Centre. Dr Kendetl u re iferred honor¬ 
ary fdkrwships upon the following: . 
Dame Fiona Cold Iron. Professor Sir 
Michael Rutter. ERS. Dr Robert van 
Voren and Ms Marjorie Wallace. Mrs 
Ismoius Rosen -accepted an honorary 
fellowship on betiali of her tale 
husband. 

Mr John E. James 
Mr John E- James held a dinner last 
ni^ii for Carthusian gentlemen ofhis 
acquaintance at The East hxEa dub, 
London. 


Luncheon 

British Water 

Miss Angela Eagle. Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State far the 

Environment was the principal guest 
at the annua) luncheon of British 
Water hekl yesterday ai the May Fair 
biter-Continental Hold. Mr Adrian 
White, chairman, and members of 
British Water were the hosts. 


Memorial 

services 

Mj^ojiGenenl Sir George 
Borns 

The Queen was represenKd by Mr 
Simon Stowes Lyon. Lord-Lieuten¬ 
ant of Hertfordshire, the Puke of 
Edinburgh. Colonel of the Grena¬ 
dier Guards, by Lieutenant-Gen¬ 
eral Sir Anthony Denison-Smith. 
and Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Maher by Major Sir Ralph 
Anstruiher ai a memorial service 
for Major-General Sir Georg: 
Bums, former Lord-Lieutenant of 
Hertfordshire, held yesterday m 
the Cathedral and Abbey Church 
of St Alban. Hertfordshire. 

The Prince of Wales. Colonel of 
the Welsh Guards, was repre¬ 
sented by Brigadier John Rickett. 
the Princess Royal by Lfeulenant- 
Cotand Ftter Gibbs, the Duke of 
Kent. Colonel of The Seas Guards, 
by Mr Nicolas Adamson, Princess 
Alice Duchess of Gloucester and 
jfte Duke and Duchess of Glouces¬ 
ter by Lieuienant-Cotond Sir Si¬ 
mon Bland, Princess Alexandra by 
Rear-Admiral Sir John Gamier 
and the Grand Duke of Luxem¬ 
bourg. Coload of the Irish Guards. 

by Brigadier R.G Wolverson. 

The Very Rev Christopher 
Lewis, Dam of Sr Albans, offici¬ 
ated, assisted by the Rev Terry 
Ranson, Vkar of North Minims, 
who led the prayers. 

Sir Richard Canew Pole, 
nephew, and Mr David Tod way 
Quflter. nephew-in-law. read the 
lessons. Lieutenant-General the 
Han Sir William Rous, Colonel of 
the Coldstream Guards, and the 
Right Rev Lord Rnnde gave ad¬ 
dresses. Mrs Lucy Daniel, great 
niece, sang McrzaiTs Laudate 
Dominant ■ 

The Right^Rev Christopher Her¬ 
bert Bishop of St Allans, pro¬ 
nounced the Blessing. The Ccriond 
of the LifeGuards was represented 
by Major-General Sir Simon Coo¬ 
per and ihe Colonel of the Blues 
and Royals by Cokmel P.B. Rog¬ 
ers. Among others present were: 
Lu)y Carew Pule. Mr Tremayne 
Carew Pole, Mr Johnny Carew Pole, 


Asquith. MrandMrs Rupert Asquith. 
Miss Emily Asquith, Mr Christopher 
Daniel, Miss Katherine Daniel. Mr 
Jonathan Daniel. Mr and Mrs 
Charles Dingwall and many friends, 
former regimental colleagues and 
dvlcdlgnluxfes. 

Mr Daniel Jolm McCarthy 
The Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Co mm onwealth Affairs was 
represented by -Sir John 
Margetson and the Permanent 
Under-Secretary of the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office and 
the Head of the Diplomatic^ Service 
by Sir Harold Walker at a service 
of thanksgiving for the life and 
work of Mr Darnel (Donal) Mc¬ 
Carthy, former Ambassador to the 
United Arab Emirates, held yes¬ 
terday at the Church'of AH Saints, 
Sudbourne, Suffolk. The Rev Rob¬ 
ert Clifton officiated. 

Sir John Wilton. Mr Sean Mc¬ 
Carthy, son, Mr. Martin Luyfce- 
Roskoti. step-son. and Father 
Dominic ofAmpfefbnh Abbey 
gave addresses. Other members of 
the family- friends and former 
.colleagues were among those 
present - 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

jfrA-M.Battbtfr 

and Mtss VJ.E. CUi*c 
The engagement is announced 
between Alistair, efctex son of 
Dr and Mrs David Balfour, of 
Lyndhuist. and Victoria, daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Graham Clarke, of 
Lymington. 

Mr GD-L. BmWey 
mill Miss S-D.M. West . 
The engagement is announced 
between Christopher, only son of 
Mrs Michael Budtfcy and the late 
Mr Michael Buckley, of Durban, 
south Africa, and Suzanna. only 
daughter of Mr Marcus West, of 
Royston. Hertfordshire, formerly 
of Louth. Lincolnshire, and Mis 
Duncan Fraser, of Nairobi, Kenya. 
Mr CN. Grew 
and Miss M-E. Resnrrekao 
The engagement is announced 
between Christopher, younger an 
of Mr and Mrs James Grew, of 
PeacefiekL Northern Ireland, and 
Elizabeth, youngest daughter of 
Mr and Mrs H. Ressurrekan. of 
Newark. New Jersey, 

Mr N.K.E. Montagnon 
and Miss M.C. Skipper 
The marriage between Nicholas, 
only son of Dr and Mis C.E. 
Montagnon. erf Wim Hedon . 
London, and Melisa. eldest daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs KJ. Skipper, of 
Oakley, Harnpshire, wiB take 
place rai July 5. in Oakley. 

Mr B.C. Morris 

and Miss SJ. Gadsby 

The engagement is announced 

between Barrie, younger son of Mr 

and Mrs Donald Morris, of 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire 
aiKl Susan, elder daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Jack Gadsby, of Rummy. 
Cardiff, Wales. 

Mr CD. ValUncfrOwen 
and Dr ILL. Grrenfaalgh 
The. engagement is announced 
between Colin, youngest son of 
Pr of ess o r and Mrs John Vallance- 
Owen. of Great Shelford, 
Cambridgeshire, and Lynn, youn¬ 
gest daughter of Mr and Mrs Alan 
Greenbalgh. of Tirtensor. 
Staffordshire. 

Marriages 

Lord Midiad Rtzalan Howard 

and Lady Baring 

The marriage took place quiedy in 

London, on July 2. between Lord 

Michael FHzahm Howard and 

Lady Baring, widow of Sir Mark 

Barnig, 

Mr I.G. EaDon 
and Miss E.H. ReraJones 
The marriage took place in 
London, on July I. between Ivan 
Falkm and Elizabeth Rees-Jones. 

A reception was held afterwards 
at College Garden, Westminster 
. Abbey. 

Mr S. Norman 
and Miss Y. Clay 
The marriage took place on Fri¬ 
day. June 27. at die Queen's Chapel 
of the Savoy, of Stephen Norman, 
son of Mrs Audrey Norman and 
. .tiie toe Kenodh Norman, fo 
Yasnxjn Clay, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs John Ctey. The Rev Ian Friars 

dffidated... 1 

.. A reception was held at BAFTA. 
Piccadflly. and die honeymoon is 
bot% spent in the Seychelles. 


Receptions 


HM Gowertnnoti 

Mrs Margaret B ed n etr . President of 
the Board of Trade, was the best at a 
reception given by Her Majesty's 
Government yesterday ar’ Lancaster 
House in honour of the Minister of 
State for Economic Affairs of Egypt 
Company of Water Conservators 
The Lord Mayor, accompanied by the 
Sheriffs, a ti md e d a reception held 
last night at Watermen^ HalL Mr 
Bruce Hewett Master, was the host 
and announced the fort hc omin g 


launch of the corporate appeal for the 
company's Water Conservation 
Trust 

lord Mayor oTWcstminster 
The Lord Mayor and Lady. Mayoress 
of Westminster were, the hosts at a 
reception bdd last night at West¬ 
minster City Hall in honour of the 
Royal Ballet Company. Directors, 
principals and dancers of the Corps 
de Ballet, staff of the Company. City 
1 CounriUors and other friends were 
amemg. those present. 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


Happy is Uie nation whose __ 

£?£ births 

psalm 33 : 13 


DEATHS 


BIRTHS 


ALSAZY - On Jane 18th at The 
Portland Hospital, to 
Jaeqnas and Venna, a 
danghter. Natasha, a sister 
for Alexandra. 

man - On Jane 25th 1997 
to Virginia (n6e Alias} and 
Jonathan, a danghter 


BOHENHAM - On 23*d Jane 
1997 at OaMoid, to lean 
Code Geddb) and Fronds, a 
beautiful danghter. Lama 
Jean, a stater for rtnirlwi 
BOWMER • On 24th Jane 
1997, Charlotte (ate 
Forman) and Michael are 
delighted to announce the 
birth of Charles John 
Calvert, a brother for 
Benedict. 

SRAMOAQE - On July 1st In 
Singapore, to Arabella and 
Nicholas, a son, George. 
m wair - On June ldth. to 
Nicola and Nigel, a son, Bory, 
a brother Cor ftachel. 


LivtTi - On June 2Srh, to 
Helen and. Tan, a son, Henry 
Blrhaul Edwar d, a brother 
Iter James and William 

NESBITT-On Jane 2dth 1997, 
to Caroline (Brahe) and 
Mic h a e l, a danghter, Lowd 
Haf. 

■HCOL-On30th Jane 1997, to 
lonin and Andrew, a son, 
Matthew Haarteh, a brother 
for OUrat 

ocuna - On lone 18th at the 
Hospital of St John ft St 
Elizabeth, 10 Ritsoko and 
Stel ajl, a bMailful baby 
daughter, Ma i, 

PHILLIPS - On 8th Jane at 
FenbtuY Hospital, to 
R i ch a rd and Looley, a son, 
Matthew DerritL 

SEO - On Jnne 27th at The 
Portland HoopiiaJ, to Atsnho 
and Tomnlaan, a danghter. 
BJsakov a sister for Mfto. 

SLAW30H - On June 20th. to 
Nfcofa (ate Manning) and 
Justin, n son, Jasper, a 
brother For Hugo. 

8TELL - On Jane 28th at 
Kingston Hospital, lo 
Pauline (n4e Taylor) and 
Hebert; a daughter. Amelia 
Francos, a sister for Thonta* 


CXHAM - On 2nd Joly In 
ydney, to Anne (ate 
hmnaan) and Qubtophn; 
son. Adam WtHiam. Present 
Udreas: 3 Upper Avenne 
oad, Blosban. Sydney, 
wtalfo, IBW 2088. 

IE-On Jnne 23id tn Htamt, 
lerlda, to Nleoletie (ate 
anew) and Nicholas, a son, 
oby Frederick Janes, a 
rather for Bosaiind and 
tarond. 


WBMHT - On June 29th 1997 
at Queen Charlotte’s 
Hospital, to Clare (nte 
Fuller) and Jerry, a daughter. 
Charlotte Elizabeth, a sistoi 
tor Chrfagopher. 

DEATHS 


BEAHDAU. - Peter W, Major 
RAOC and IAOC, to Mjc W gan. 
USA, Jane ISth 1997 after a 
long battle vtUt cancer. 

BIRCH - Evelyn Kathleen, 
widow of Jack, at hone an 
Jane 30th. Service at St 
Peter's, Aiklsy. 2 pm July 
8th. 

BOWKER - On June 30 th, 
Robin Mars land, beloved 
husband of Mary. Cither of 
rhi <<K M l lan, Amabil and 
Robin and devoted 
grandfather. Funeral Holy 
Trinity Orach, Boeham, 11 
o'clock Wednesday July 9th. 
No flowers. Donations if 
desired to Rheumatoid 
Arthritis Research c/o 
Edward White, Sooth PaDant. 


BROOKS - Lie uten ant 
Commander Royal Nj, y. on 
June 28th suddenly but 
peacefully at home. Peter 
John beloved husband of 
CaUa after a long and brave 
fight against rheumatoid 
arthritis. Service at 
Pojtehesrtor Crematorium 
(Hants) Tuesday July 8th 
1997 at 2JO pm. Family 
Dowers only, tot donations 
if desired to Arthritis ft 
Rheumatism Council or 
FJJSA c/o Barrens FJX, 295 
Fration Road. Portsmouth. 
POl EPA. 



Harpsden Church, near 
Hea ley-on-Thames, 
icunouow Friday 4th July at 
ft30 pn. Enqui ries: Tcan aHn 
ft Son (01491) £73370. 

COLEMAN - Nldia Lidia 
Art lm Is la (nrie Rlbntft), 
qnaUflsd noise and midwife, 
died peacefully an 26th Jane 
aged 80 at Howard House 
Home for Retired Marses. 
Service at St Joseph's RjC. 
GboitiX Qndfimt St Peter, at 
2 pm on 8th July. Fallowed 
by cremation at Aw nlan 
Crematorium. Flowers O* 
donations to Howard Home 
c/o H.C. Crlmstead, 
Churchfisld Road, Ctialfimt 
a Ptm, Dorks SL9 PEW, 
(01783) 891200- 


SyMaaMd95 POTTS - George Barrass. 
! 30th 1997 at suddenly at home In Clara 


THANKSGIVING 

SERVICES 


TICKETS FOR SALE FOR SALE 


FLATSHARE 


yearn on June 30th 1997 at 
St Mary's Hospital, 
Paddington. The ranch loved 
sister of the late Hairy, also 
tha loved sister-tn-taw of 
Brow n ie and dearest ran lo 
Simon and his family. A 
— * — — *“irtal service will be 
St Mary's Clmxeh. 
on 10ib July at 
A Memorial Service 


suddenly at boons In Clare 
on 29th June 1997 aged 78. 
Dearest h u sba n d of Barbara 
and of the late Joan. 
Requiem Mass at Clare 
Priory, cm Tuesday, 8th July 




i —rn . ro ow. cram m. nm, bsiwhm th* nmni, s 


DOMESTIC & 
CATERING . 
ii-1 SITUATIONS 


0171 734 0060 _ 9oi» 

0171 889 53*3 _ vnXeSF™' 


, 0171-689 6491 


WE ARE LOOKING FOR AN: 
ENGUSH/EUROPEAN/AHStfCAN COUPLE 


(from 1948) and The 
Imperial Society of 
Teachers* of Dancing (from 
1962). Funeral Service at 
EHham Crematorium on Jtaly 
10th at 1L.45 am Enquiries 
and flowers to Francis 
Chappell and Sobs. 231 High 
Street, Bromley. Kern. OI8X 

440 1720. 


Zafttmtuy, ists Stantland 
Co- Ltd, Boat Builders, 
Thome, aged 71 years., 
Beloved wife of the late 
Roland Hargrave, a loving 
m»Im» Of Mr hau l Md fmm 
and a dear grandmother. 
Funeral Service at Thorne 
Parish Orach on Friday July 
4th at 2 pm. prior to 
tn mii— *• bm™<i 

Walter Funeral Direetcws, 
(01405) 8)2281. 

■A6Y > On 28 ib June 1997 In 
hospital in Toulon, Imre 
Ltisstti Nagy, beloved 
husband *1 Jeannle 
Liviugstone-Lmumonxh and 

hdlraimaHa bind to so 
many. Require cat In Fscol 


WOODS - Wing C aiBuiHnd er 
mutua. beloved husband of 
Cysthta. much loved father 
of nreid. Btrimrd and Us and 
grandad of Handy and Jau. 
fond peacefully on 2nd July 
at Fetsrefield Hospital. 
Service and cremation at 
Chtebwter C remator t n m at 
12 noon on Tuesday 8th 
July. Flowers to Funeral 
Services (FetersOeld) Ltd, 
19 Th e Squ a re, f etendlrid. 
flam, (KU2 3HR- 
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ROBERT MITCHUM 
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Robert Mitdiuiu, Gbn sdor, - 
in Los Angeles on Jfalp r 
aged 79. He/wasiorn in m 
Bridgeport, Conncxtiail, qq • 
August 6,1917. v ;- • 

s he showed vvto be took 
on Hie " xde . .Dick Powell 
had created in the 1944 
.version Of Farewell. My 
Lovely for the 1975'remake, Robert 
ft Mitchurii was. one of the great' 
* Hollywood stars of the postwar era. 
Though ar5She\TOsagooddealtoo 
old for the role of' Raymond 

Chandler’s. wnrkJ-weary detective.- 
Philip Mafkwe, Mitch urn's amu¬ 
sed cynicism suited the part to 
perfection. His was the definitive 
Philip Marlowe in a film which 
recreated the atmosphere of 1940* 
Los Angeles with total conviction. 

The extraordinary ■ thing ’about 
Mitchura Was tiiat his achieve-^ 
merits were consistently underval¬ 
ued. The fault was partly his, for he 
made acting look so effortless and 
natural that it was easy to conclude ■ 
that he was not afiting at afl.'' ? " 
It was a iriyth he helped- -to. 
encourage, affecting to hold a kw 
opinion of his craft ancf■ once 
declaring that fie^iad -oi^ Two ■ 
acting styles — with and without a' 
horse. His hundred or so films 
included a high proportion of dross 
but he could lift the most feeble-- 
material and almost never give a 
routine performance. And given a 
sympathetic d^ector and camera¬ 
man and a stiprig .script, he could 
produce performances of unforget¬ 
table power of which his murder- - 
ous preacher in Charles Laughton's 
The Night of the Hunter (1955) was 
probably the finest. It is quite inex¬ 
plicable that he. never, won an 
Oscar. ‘ ' • . -/ -• 

A gift for irnpressfonistsT 
Mitchum was- a big man with 
sleepy eyes, a laconic voice and . 
droo^ng shoulders whose world- * 
wary cynicism was often laced 
with dry humour. He could be 


•menacing or charming and was • 
-.sometnna botivatbnee. 

Before the cameras be was the. 
complete professional, always 
.word-perfea and-generous'to his 
fellow actons. Off screen Itegained 

• m® reputation, -not entirely unde-' 

; served, of being- ^difficult and 
volatile character whoi;Was fond of 
a.^drink. and towards 

- anyone he decided wasan idiot. 

. Over the years be wis manna td 
the gossip columnists.in J948 he 
was convicted of smoidhg mar fttia- 
na and served 60 days in prison. At 
the Cannes film Festival in 1954 he 

was. riwfograpHfid ori the . beach 

with a’ tore-breasted -actress, 
though die girl had contrived the' 
inadott to get herself publicity, j' 
In 1955 Mjtdium sued Confiden- - 
Hat magazine wer.a story that he 
h ad s tripped off at a masquerade 
party, doused himself in ketchup 
and,.announced „tbaf he was a 
hamburger. Not unnatur ally, he -. 
developed a strong suspicion of die 
media fold. his interviews were 
iisualiyterseandunievealing. 

- Robot Charles Mitchum was ‘ 
only-18 months old when his father 
was killed in a railway accident. He 

: had an unsettled dnhfiiood; as die 

• famDy moved franrtown to town, 
hying to scrape a living. -. 

A rebellious youth, he often rart 
away from, home and school, and 
he was frequeotly.in trouble with 
die police. At 16 he was arrested for 
vagrancy and sentenced to a week ;• 
injaiLwhich he actually spent in. a '• 
Georgia chaingang. As a teenager 
he travelled America, sleeping 
rough and taking any $ort of job 
that came along. Anrang them were 
longshoreman, truck loader, dish- . 
washer and heavyweight, boxer. 
Eventually, at the prompting of his. 
sister, he joined a theatre compariy- 
in Long Beach, California, where 
be not only acted but showed 
creative ability by writing; pfayy 
arid directing them. • - 

. He married his childhood sweet¬ 



In fa mili a r haunts: Philip Marlowe (Robert Mitchum) seeks vital information from an LA bar keeper 


heart Dorothy Spence and was 
working in the Lockheed aircraft 
factory when, in 1943. he deckled to 
tiy his luck in Hollywood. He was 
taken- on and made his film debut 
in a Hopalong Cassidy western. 
Over die next two years he ap¬ 
peared in more than twenty films, 
-usually as a villain who gets his 
comeuppance, and showed enough 
promise lor RKO to offer him a. 
long-term contract. 

The studio’s speciality was the 
low budget “black” thriller, die film 


noir for which Mitchum’s intense 
and moody presence made him an 
ideal leading man. Although link? 
regarded at uie time, films like The 
Locket, with its maze of flashbacks, 
and Our of the Past, in which 
Mitchum played a private eye 
ensnared by a no-good woman, are 
now regarded as classics of the 
genre. But the first film to gain him 
wide recognition was made outside 
RKO. William Wellman's siudy of 
ordinary men at war. The Story of 
Cl Joe (1945). Mitch urn’s portrayal 


of the battle-scarred infantry officer 
Lieutenant Walker gained him his 
only Oscar nomination. 

In a different vein he was equally 
effective as the avenging cowboy of 
Raoul Walsh's psychological west¬ 
ern, Pursued (1947). and in Nicho¬ 
las Ray’s rodeo drama. The Lusty 
Men (1952). By the early 1950s hie 
could leave RKO and go freelance. 
He celebrated by co-starring with 
Marilyn Monroe in River of No 
Return (1954). 

Two contrasting films of the 


1950s confirmed Mitchum’s quality 
and range. His psychopathic priesi 
in The Night of the Hunter 
remains one of the most formidable 
studies of evil that has ever ap¬ 
peared on die screen. In Heaven 
Knows. Mr Allison (1957) he played 
a tough Marine marooned on a 
Pacific island with Deborah Kerr’s 
nun, and saved a potentially mawk¬ 
ish picture with his unsentimental 
acting. 

He appeared with Kerr again in 
Fired Zinnemann's The Sundown¬ 
ers (1960). a story of sheepdrovers 

in Australia, and The Crass Is 

Greener (I960), an untypical ven¬ 
ture into drawing-room comedy. In 
Cape Fear (1962) he gave another 
chilling study of evil, as an ex¬ 
convict terrorising the family of the 
lawyer who sent him to jail. The 
highlight of his work during the 
1960s was the drunken sheriff in 
the Howard Hawks western El 
Dorado (1967). It was a perfor¬ 
mance Mitchum could easily have 
spoilt by overacting, but his playing 
was a model of subtlety and 
restraint. 

His scenes with another veteran. 
John Wayne, were deliriously eff¬ 
ective. Despite unlikely casting as 
the hesitant Irish schoolteacher in 
David Lean Is Ryan’s Daughter 
(1970), Mitchum' came near to 
stealing the film as he gave yet 
another demonstration of his abili¬ 
ty to dominate the screen with the 
minimum effort. 

Although professing to be in 
semi-retirement, Mitchum re¬ 
mained active throughout die 1970s 
and continued to turn in excellent 
performances. The pick were his 
ageing gangster in The Friends of 
Eddie Coyle (1973) and. of course, 
Philip Marlowe in Farewell, My 
Lovely. He returned to Cape Fear 
in the Martin Scorsese remake of 
1991. but this time on the side of the 
terrorised lawyer, in a cameo role 
as one of his advisers. 

Although he never won an Os¬ 


car. Mitchum was honoured by the 
film industry with a Special Life¬ 
time’s Achievement Award at the 
1992 Golden Globes ceremony. The 
standing ovation he received at the 
Beverly Hills Hilton testified to the 
affection with which he was held in 
the cinema world. 

In the 1980s, with his large- 
screen career gradually winding 
down. Mitchum enjoyed a second 
wind on American television, scor¬ 
ing considerable popular success in 
several well-crafted series. These 
included the impressive 77ie Winds 
of War (1983), a saga of the events 
leading up to the Second World 
War in which he played a US Navy 
officer; North and South (1985), an 
American Civil War costume dra¬ 
ma, somewhat unkindly described 
by one critic as "Dynasty in fancy 
dress": and War and Remem¬ 
brance (1968), in which he returned 
to his senior navaj officer role, 
adding an impressive dimension of 
war-weariness to a character who 
also radiated an unfamflar kind¬ 
ness. All three series enjoyed great 
success on this ride of the Atlantic 
as well as in America. 

Hard drinking and heavy smok¬ 
ing took their toll of Mitchum’s 
health and in the last ten years of 
his life he suffered from emphyse¬ 
ma and liver damage. When 
admonished by doctors and con¬ 
cerned friends about his consump¬ 
tion of cigarettes, tequila and gin. 
he responded with a characteristic 
verbal shrug of the shoulders: 
“Well, you gotta die of something.” 
It was entirely of a piece with his 
persona on and off the screen. 

Robert Mitchum was married in 
1940 to Dorothy Spence and they 
enjoyed one of Hollywood* more 
durable partnerships, in spite of 
brief separations in 1948 and 1953. 
They had three children: two sons 
James and Christopher, who both 
followed him into films though 
with only moderate success, and a 
daughter, Petrine. 


PROFESSOR PETER HEATH 
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Peter Heath, FRS, 
Professor of . 
Horticulture.-djed on - 
June 16 aged 93. He was 
torn on July26,1903. . 

ALWAYS known as peter, Os¬ 
car Victor Sayer Heath was the 
son of Professor Sir frank 
Heath, administrator at. Zhh 
penal College and. Professor of 
English. Like his father and m 
due course his ownson—^ 
three of them professors 
Peter was regarded.as a fate 
developer- Similar genetic pro¬ 
blems in the fourth .generation 
have been diagnosed as dyslex¬ 
ia but the famDy history sug¬ 
gests they can be overcame. 

After teaming to read by the 
Date method at.the age'of 
seven, iteter. attended schools 
in Wimbledon. and Hamp¬ 
stead. Not being a strong 
child, he was subsequently 
educated by -private tutors, 
who somewhat. _ nej»lected 
mathematics and file sciences. 


They left hin? a good deal of 
time, however,'to devote to 
-readmg and natural history! 

When be was 13 his parents 
/?. moved to fou^p,. Middlesex; 

•; where he found fife'fields and 
woodsy the r e ser v oi r a nd the 
River Pinn sources of great 
‘.' delight. The w aterfowl.plants 
. and • insects enchanted him. 

and he collected. Iqadoptera 
x and . 'tfeeties^ alid ! . pressed 
flowers?' ;• 

. The following year his eye-" 
right was tested,- and severe 
.astigmatism-as we fljJM Tgng- 

ofalrees were a revelation for... 
him, as he saw fine detail for 
.. the first time. 

In 1919, he, iris brother 
Rttymond and their father all 
. • acquired mMtnyydtes (inchad- 1 
ing one from the madwiegun 
corps), and Peter experiment- 
ed wiih a home-made snorkel 
(with a cork float at the top) to. 
enable . him' t6 : explore the 
‘ riverbed. He used to spend 



hours devising and construct¬ 
ing mechanical and electrical 
gadgets with his- lifelong 
friend EricWhitcher. who was 
to become ah electrical engi¬ 
neer. These contraptions usu- 


aUybegan with the instruction 
“take one syrup tin..." 

In 1921 be was admitted to 
Imperial College, where his 
potential was soon recognised. 
He was, he wrote, “deeply 
shocked" in the physics lab¬ 
oratory to find that “many of 
the students started with the 
correct result added or sub¬ 
tracted about 5 per cent and 
worked back to produce ficti¬ 
tious data". 

For his 21st birthday. Heath 
was given a microscope by his 
parents, and shortly after¬ 
wards he got his first and won 
the Forbes Memorial Prize 
and Medal as the student 
“most proficient in biology". 

' After working for Professor 
J .B. Burner and at imperial 
College’s Research Institute of 
Plant Physiology at Rotham- 
sted, he won a research schol¬ 
arship from the Empire 
Cotton Growing Corporation, 
which sent him to Trinidad to 
study tropical agriculture and 
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PRUE NAPIER 



medicine, economics, crop bot¬ 
any and soil science. 

In 1927 he took the post of 
plant physiologist at Barber¬ 
ton. South Africa, but stipulat¬ 
ed that he would not be con¬ 
fined to purely empirical work 
but would also be allowed to 
try to find out how plants 
work. From a corrugated iron 
shed, he and a colleague 
worked on culture experi¬ 
ments with cotton. The col¬ 
league had what Heath called 
“a very rectangular mind” 
and the layouts were rigorous¬ 
ly systematic. Finally, Heath 
persuaded him that they must 
introduce an element of ran¬ 
domness, and the colleague 
accordingly numbered a set of 
wooden buttons, shook them 
and removed them one by one. 
When he opened his eyes they 
read “J, 2, 3. 4, 5. 6". Heath 
began to teach himself proba¬ 
bility and statistics. 

On leave from his nine 
years in South Africa, in 1930. 
he met and married Sarah 
Bumstead, known as Sally, 
with whom he was to spend 
the next 54 years. 

Over the next few years he 
felt his scientific isolation at 
Barberton more and more 
acutely, and in 1936 he moved 
back to England and Imperial 
College, to continue the work 
of R. G. Newton on the rela¬ 
tions between stomatal move¬ 
ment and photosynthesis. In 
1942 he was awarded a doctor¬ 
ate summa cum laude, and in 
1948 he was elected to the 
council of the Society for 
Experimental Biology. 

From Imperial College he 
was appointed ro the Chair of 
Horticulture at Reading in 
1957. and three years later he 
was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Society. Retiring in 
1969, he published The Physio¬ 
logical Aspects of Photosyn¬ 
thesis, followed by 
Investigation by Experiment 
(1970). which has been trans¬ 
lated into several languages, 
and Stomata (1975). 

In retirement he continued 
writing, walking and enjoying 
international folk dancing, as 
well as looking after his wife 
in her illness. She died in 1964. 
He is survived by two sons 
and a daughter. 


Prudence Napier, 
primstoiogist, died on 
Jane 6 aged 81. 

She was born on 
March 15.1916. 

PRUE NAPIER was one of 
Britain’s most eminent prima- 
tologists, and the world's lead¬ 
ing expen on the taxonomy 
and classification of primates. 
She was the widow of the 
founder of the field. Professor 
John Russell Napier. 

Prudence Hero Rulherford 
was bom in Liverpool, the 
daughter of the MP for Liver¬ 
pool North. She went to school 
at Roedean, but showed no 
particular academic aptitude. 
However, she excelled at 
sports, and went on to play 
lacrosse for England in 1932. 
She was also an avid climber 
and skier, in the days before 
“downhill only". 

In 1936. she met John 
Napier, a charming, penni¬ 
less medical student with a 
special interest in the ana¬ 
tomy of the hand. He was 
convinced that human func¬ 
tional anatomy could not be 
properly understood without 
a knowledge of our closest 
animal relatives, the non- 
human primates (lemurs, 
monkeys and apes). He found¬ 
ed the first centre devoted to 
the study of these primates, 
the Unit of Primatoiogy aT the 
Royal Free Hospital School of 
Medicine. There are now 
many such centres, world¬ 
wide, most using the term 
"Primatoiogy", which he 
originated. 

Shortly after the war, Prue 
Napier had two children, but 
as they grew up she joined her 
husband as secretary and 
laboratory assistant (her child¬ 
ren well remember returning 
home to find the house smell¬ 
ing of boiling monkey bones). 
Soon, however, she had be¬ 
come a researcher in her own 
right The combination of her 
knowledge and love of fine 
writing — she doted on Henry 
Janies — and John’s analytical 
skills resulted in A Handbook 
of the Living Primates (1967), 
which was the first book of its 
kind and is still regarded as 
authoritative. 

Three years later the couple 


edited the proceedings of a 
conference they had organi¬ 
sed. and published it as Old 
World Monkeys. Prudence 
soon followed this with the 
primate primer Monkeys and 
Apes (1970) and two more 
advanced works. Chimpan¬ 
zees (J974) and Looses. Lemurs 
and Bush babies (1977). 

As a result of her research, 
she became increasingly inter¬ 
ested in comparative anatomy 
and taxonomy. Returning to 
Britain from the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington, 
where John had set up the 
Department of Primatoiogy. 
she began work in the Nat¬ 
ural History Museum on a 
catalogue of its primates. She 
produced three volumes: Fam¬ 
ilies CaJlitrichidae and 
Cebidae (1976), Family Cerco- 
phithecidae. Subfamily Cer- 
copithednae (1981) and Fam¬ 
ily Cervophitheadae, Sub¬ 
family Columbinae (1985). The 
series came to incorporate 
specimens from other British 
collections, and the catalogues 


became increasingly detailed 
and revisionary, incorporat¬ 
ing cautious but insightful 
changes and commentaries. 
From being an interested am¬ 
ateur, Prue Napier had be- 
come an expert consulted by 
zoologists the world over. 

The couple moved to the Isle 
of Mull in 1982. and published 
their last book in 1985. 77te 
Natural History of the Pri¬ 
mates is still considered the 
ideal textbook for university 
courses, and remains un¬ 
equalled in its successful com¬ 
bination of simplicity with 
rigorous analysis. 

John and Prudence Napier 
acted as informal consultants - 
to many zoos, especially 
Twycross Zoo in Leicester¬ 
shire. with its top-rank collec¬ 
tion of primates. For some 
years John was president of 
Twycross, and after his death 
in 1987 Prue succeeded him. as 
well as continuing to update 
their works. 

She is survived by their 
two sons. 


DISORDER IN 
COMMONS 

LABOUR M.P. EJECTED 

WESTMINSTER, Thursday. 

An extraordinary scene marred the sitting 
of the House of commons this afternoon, 
when a Glasgow member wt» had defied the 
Chair was forcibly removed. The disturbance 

took place at question time, when Mr. 
McGovern, a Left wing Labour member, 
pressed Mr. Adamson, the Secretary for 
Scotland, to order the immediate release of 
two men who had been sentenced to 
imprisonment for taking part in demonstra¬ 
tions on Glasgow Green without the requisite 
permission of the public authority. Dissatis¬ 
fied with the Minister's undertaking to 
investigate the case. Mr. McGovern dis- 
obeyed the rule of the House by refusing 
pe r s is tently to resume his seat when ordered 
to do so by the Chair. He was named by the 
Speaker, arid the Prime Minister immediately 
moved that the member should be suspended. 
"The only thing you can do," Mr. McGovern 
shouied. The motion for suspension, chal¬ 
lenged by a small minority of the Labour 
members, was carried by 315 votes to 16. 

The Speaker then announced that Mr. 
McGovern was suspended from the service of 


ON THIS DAY 


July 3,1931 



John McGovern was an MP for 29 years and 
long regarded as the “stormy petrel" of 
politia. He was suspended more than once 
and in 1931 was twee arrested. In later years 
he mellowed and became active in the Mom! 

Re-Armament movement 

the House. The member refused to withdraw, 
and the Speaker ordered the Seijeanf-ar-Aims 
to remove him. The Serjeam-ut-Anns made 
his way along the bench to the place where 
Mr. McGovern sat among the Left Wing 
Labour members and asked him to leave the 
Chamber. This request was ignored. Four of 
the House officials then approached Mr. 
McGovern and. after he had again refused to 
leave, they began to eject him forcibly. 

An ugty scene of violence then began. A few 
of Mr. McGcwenrts colleagues cried to prevent 
his removal. Mr. Beckett sprang from behind 
upon one of the attendants and dragged him 


back. Mr. Kin ley. another Left Wing Labour 

member, also tried to protect Mr. McGovern 

who appeared, so far as could be seen from 
the Press Gallery, to be resisting. Official 
reinforcements arrived, and one of the officers 
gripped Mr. Beckett from behind. For a few 
minutes there was a swaying group of 
struggling men moving slowly towards the 
door. It was not easy to distinguish what was 
happening, but it became dear that the 
officers had overcome the resistance. Just 
before Mr. McGovern was forced out of the 
door of the Chamber Mr. Beckett was 
knocked down in the straggle. 

In the middle of this disturbance foe 
Speaker suspended the sitting and left the 
Chair. During all this time the House, as a 
whole, showed complete restraint. When the 
struggle was over members surged on to the 
floor, bur there was no demonstration. After 
an interval members resumed their places 
and they stood as die Speaker returned. He 
announced immediately that the member . 
who hod been removed was suspended for the i 
remainder of the Session. 

After this extraordinary interruption the 
House resumed its business. Mr. Thomas 
staled that the Government could not agree to 
the amalgamation of Northern and Southern 
Rhodesia... 
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Brown serves up windfall cash 

■ Gordon Brown produced an unexpected £3 billion boost for 

schools and hospitals in a radical tax-raising Budget that 
included a five-year stability plan to end the years of boom-and- 
bust. He hit big business, with a £5 billion windfall tax on 30 
companies, and pension funds and future pensioners with the 
scrapping of tax relief on dividend income_Pages 1,9-20 

Speech in full, pages 16-17 

Pension values could fall 

■ Millions of people who belong to pension schemes could see 

the value of their pensions fall as a result of the abolition of tax 
credits paid to pension funds. The move will produce an extra 
£5 billion___Page I 

City expects interest rate rise 

■ The City is braced for an immediate rise in interest rates 

after concluding that the Chancellor's tax raising Budget 
measures would not slow the booming economy_Page 1 

More cash for education and NHS 

■ Education was the surprise winner, securing an extra £2.3 

billion for schools at a time when other public services have 
been denied their annual spending negotiations. And the NHS 
was given an unexpected present of £1.2 billion_Page 9 

Private health care tax shock 

■ Abolishing tax relief on private medical insurance for the 

over-60s might not save the Treasury any money, insurers 
said, because the cost would be put on the NHS. The cost of the 
tax relief was £140 million a year_Page 10 

Welfare to work package 

■ Young people will lose at least 60 per cent of their benefit if 

they fail to take a job or training place under the £35 billion 
Welfare to Work package__-..Page 11 

Mortgage tax sigh of relief 

The Chancellor’s decision to limit any further inroads into 
mortgage tax relief, by which the Government subsidises 
house purchases, was greeted with frank relief by the 
housebuilding industry___Page 13 
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Preview: Jonathan Dimbteby ass¬ 
esses Chris Patten's years in Hong 
Kong. The Last Governor (BBCL 
10.10pm). Review: Joe Joseph won¬ 
derswhether Rolf Harris is turning 
into Colonel Sanders-Pages 54. S 


A policewoman with an anti-pollution mask meets an elegant visitor to the first day of the Henley Royal Regatta. Pages 53.54 


Brown In business 

Brown has found more money for 
health and education, addressed 
the problem of the underdass. and 
set out on a prudent ■ fiscal path. $ 
This Budget should be papular. It 
deserves to be.. . I ...Page 25 

Transition in Tirana 

The international community may 
have hoped that the elections in 
Albania would end the need for 
outside involvement in Europe’s 
poorest nation. That ambition is 
unlikely to be realised-—Page 25 

Unholy row 

The British library should be gen¬ 
erous in letting the lindisfame 
Gospels go to Durham on loan, ; 
perhaps on a regular pilgrimage of 
grace——---Page 25 


I 
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Teachers warned 

A failing school has warned half 
its staff they will be sacked at 
Christmas unless they meet im¬ 
provement targets_Page 2 

London gospel 

The British Library rejected a call 
for the Lindisfame Gospels to be 
repatriated to the north-east mon¬ 
astery in which they were created 
in the seventh century.—Page 2 

Henman triumph 

Wimbledon rarely witnesses 
crowd scenes such as those that 
greeted Tim Henman after a vic¬ 
tory he described as his best 
ever---Pages 1,3 

Terrorists jailed 

Six terrorists were each jailed for 
35 years at the Old Bailey yester¬ 
day for plotting to blow up 
London's electricity-Page 4 


Bird’s eye view 

An eagle owl has landed at St 
fcuft Cathedra] — attracted by 
the plentiful supply of pigeons 
and the crevices of Sir Christo¬ 
pher Wren's masterpiece-Page 7 

EU beef action 

Britain is facing the threat of legal 
action for violating the worldwide 
ban on the export of beef imposed 
by the EU 15 months ago.Page 8 

Mars mission 

NASA hopes its luck will change 
for the better tomorrow with an 
unprecedented space spectacular 
from America’s latest mission to 
Mars Page 21 

Chinese corruption . 

Corruption is a vital part of doing 
big business in China, though no 
businessman will ever admit that 
he has oiled the wheels—Page 21 


Lloyd’s cl London choose Max 
Taylor as the new chairman of the 
insurance market Mr Taylor is 
director of Wiilis Corroon, the in¬ 
surance brokers_Page 30 

Healthcare: Gene rale des Eaux, 
the French group, has sold its 
healthcare operations in what has 
become the largest management 

buyout of the decade_Page 34 

Directors’ pay: National Power fu¬ 
elled a fresh storm over executive 
pay after it revealed that its chief 
executive was paid more than 
El00,000 to move house from 

Surrey to Berkshire_Page 29 

Markets: The FTSE 100 rose 23.1 to 
4751.4. Sterling was unchanged at 
101.7 after falling from $1.6580 to 
$1.6510 and rising from DMZ8846 
to DM25907_Page 32 


Tennis: Two sixteen-year-olds. 
Martina Hingis, the top seed and 
world No I. and Anna Koumikova. 
the unseeded Russian, meet in the 
semi-finals of the women's singles 
at Wimbledon..Page 56 

Cricket England must resist a ris¬ 
ing tide of Australian confidence 
going into the third Test if they are 
to carry their lead into the second 
half of the Ashes-Page 50 

Rowing: Pfcter Haining, the triple 
world lightweight champion, came 
safely through his heat in the Dia¬ 
mond Sculls on the opening day of 

Henley Royal Regatta-Page 53 

Rugby union: Keith Wood and 
Alan Tait, who have played in both 
the lions’ internationals against 
South Africa, have been ruled out 
of the final match_Page 53 


Classic romance: Best of the 
week's new films is One Fine Day, 
an old-fashioned comedy perfectly 
played by George Gooney and Mi¬ 
chelle Pfeiffer as bemused single 
parents-Page 38 

Family affair The screen actress 
Gena Rowlands was given her best 
roles by her husband, director John 
Cassavetes. Now their son Nick 
has created a part for her. Page 39 

Racy course: in Cheltenham the 
composer Michael Berkeley is giv¬ 
ing one of Britain's oldest music 
festivals some new fizz, with two 

dozen world premieres_Page 40 

Turner’s Tallulah: One good ac¬ 
tress. Kathleen Turner, gets inside 
the skin of another. Tallulah Bank- 
head. in the play by Sandra Ryan 
Heyward-............-.....—.Page 41 


Smoke alarm: Dr Thomas Stutta- 
fbrti asks whether cigarette smok¬ 
ers should switch to pipes and 
cigars; morphia and pain relief; 

thyroid screening-Page 22 

Rich, richer: Since 1994, when Jen¬ 
nifer Aniston landed the role of 
Rachel in Friends, she has ridden a 
magic carpet of success. Jason 
Cowley talks to her-Page 23 


WIM calk Malcolm Bradbury on 
the life of Jack London; Lewis 
Wolpert on the chemicals that 
change nature; critics choose-sum¬ 
mer reading-—Page 42,43 





IN THE TIMES 


Boom time: Hong Kong braces it¬ 
self for an increase in visitors of 30 
per oent in three years— Page 44 
Bargains: A week in China from 
£515: a student's. Europe air pass 
for less than £60 and a Japanese 
package for £688-Page 45 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

Heath. Howe and Hesrftine are on 
tiie side of the big battalions, both 
in Europe and in Asia. They are not 
on the side of democracy and 
independence-Page 24 

PETER RIDDELL 

Being Iron Chancellor is not 
enough, you have to show you care 

as well_Page 24 

TIM CONGDON 
Gordon Brown claims to have 
changed the incentives facing man¬ 
agement encouraging investment 
for the national interest The truth 
is rather different-Page 24 

MATTHEW PARRIS 

This was the ultimate in deflation¬ 
ary Budgets. It deflated the Tories, 
punctured the Liberal Democrats 
and flattened critics--Page 12 


■ POP 

Meredith Brooks is 
the latest Angry Young 
Woman: Alan Jackson 
talks to a new hitmaker 


Robert Mitch tun, actor; Peter 
Heath, Professor of Horticulture; 
Prue Napier. primatologistPage 27 


■ EDUCATION 
John Rae on the crisis 
of headship: why 
some of the polity 
proposals won’t work 


Orange Order marches; foreign 
aid; tell for debate, cm cannabis 
laws; fossil fuel tax.Page 21 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,522 



□ General: the west ol England and 
Wales wS be cloudy with some Bght rain, 
heavier over hffls. and only a lew bright 
spelts. Eastern England w* be sunny with 
showers. 

Southern and certrd Scotland, and 
Northern Ireland, win have a mix of sunny 
periods and showers. Northern Scotland 
wdl be cloudy but mostly dry. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Central S England, £ Midlands, E 
England, W Badlands, Channel Isles: 
sunny spells, showers later. Wind light to 
moderate, south or soiXhwesL Max 08F 

(□SWEngland, S Wales, N Wales, NW 
England, Lake District cloudy with 
outbreaks oi Bght ram, heavier over hds. 
Wind Baht to moderate, west to southwest. 
Mar 57F (17C) 

D Central N England, NE England, 
Borders, Edinburgh A Dundee: mostly 


variable. Max 


dry w8h sunny spells, some showers later. 
Wind fight, southeast Max 63F (17C). 

□ Me of Man, SW Scotland, Glasgow, 
Central Highlands, Argyll: sunny spans, 
some showers. Wind fight, variable. Max 
63F (17CJ. 

□ Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE Orkney, 
Shetland: cloudy and dry. some drizzle h 
Shetland. Wind fight, southeast. Max 81F 

fll NW Scotland: dry and sunny, cloudy 
later. Wind light to moderate, north to 
northwest Max 63F{17C). 

□ N Ireland: sunny spells, scattered 
afternoon showers. Wind Jijgft to moderate, 
northwest. Max 63F (17C). 

□ Outlook: sunshine and showers. 

□ Pofteic moderate In afl areas except 
East Angfia and SE Scotland, where ft wffl 
be high, and London and N Scotland, 
where H will be low. (Forecast supplied by 
the Pollen Research Unit) 


ACROSS 

1 Wrestling ring needs amount of 
money up front (4). 

3 Instructional aid to go cm jet 
initially (10). 

9 Item included by Royal Society 
H). 

10 Somehow got runs in play, ini¬ 
tially (not cricket) (10). 

12 Whal you’re doing could be 
botheri (9). 

13 Allow learner in to maid) an¬ 
other's performance on course (5). 

14 Men involved with a new party in 
which line's laid down (9.3). 

15 Journalists producing article on 
crew, say (6.6). 

21 Historic mission in style of 2 (5). 

22 Annoyance about backward girt 
one who is hopeless? (9). 


24 Sells off cheaply what's left after 
shares are distributed (10). 

25 Moor by river bank (4J. 

26 Food of variable quality guest 
handled with grace? (73). 

27 Good line to develop (4). 


HOURS OF DARKNESS 7 


Sen rises: Sunsets: 

4 49 an 920 pm 


Moon sets Moon rises 

7.52 pm 4.04 am 


Solution to Puzzle No 20.521 
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DOWN 

1 Main picture (8). 

2 Fail to understand our current 
state (8). 

4 How to score slowly or fast at the 
Oval (5). 

5 Head wife’s old-fashioned lan¬ 
guage (4.5). 

6 Emperor's new outfit for annual 
celebration? (8,4). 

7 A verse pointlessly written with 
enthusiasm (6). 

8 Bend to drive round? Follow new 
driver, say (6). 

11 He’s not bound to finish his ad 
successfully (12). 

15 Great man of theatre collapses U, 
dries up (9). 

16 Well-known demon (8). 

17 A project man’s taken on to create 
airport (8). 

19 Material that’s super and ex¬ 
quisite not hard to find (6). 

20 Utterly defeat in a field event (6). 
23 Second short broadcast a little 

(5). 


New moon tomorrow 
London 920 pm la 4.50 am 
Bristol 9 30 pm to 5 00 am 
Ednburgti 10.03 pm to 4 34 am 
Manchester 9 40 pm ta 4 47 am 
Penz a nce 9.3S pm ho 5 19 am 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 
Recycled paper made up 
41.2% of [he raw material lor 
UK newspapers in the first 
hall at 1996 
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Brown Budget wrong-foots 

Gitjl^th corporation tax cut 


BT calls | business 
truce 1 r ° DAY 


softens dividend 
tax relief blow 

By MartinWaller and Aiasd/hr Murray. 


GORDON BROWN yes¬ 
terday wrongfooted, the 
market by unexpectedly cut¬ 
ting corporation tax to its. 

. lowest ever levd. 

The Chancellor used die cut: 
to sweeten the t^ter p^Q of the 
removal of tax relief on div^ 
dends paid to pension funds. 

The stock market, which 
dosed before - the Chancenor 
had finished his- speedvini- 
tially gave a warm wdoome to 
the cut in corporalion,tax with 
the FTSE 100 dosing tip 23.1 
paints at 4J51.4. But after a 
second lock; at the detail <if the 
Budget. Chy aria ^s te cnra&htri- 
ed that the anporaie. sector 
would actually Jose out overall 
from the Budget..> - • ‘ - 
Dealers predicted' tftaJfoe- 
F fSE lOO index wouldopen30 . 
to SO points lower today as 
investors factored in foe extra 
costs of the Buc^jet andfaced 
up to renewed feareofa rise fo 
interest rateshext week, y 
' DouglasMcW£U§am$ofthe. 
Centre for Ecooctnic r ; and 
Business Research, estanaxed- 

that-foe cut in corporation fax 
would save cc anp antes about 
£1.6 KUion a y^r but -com- •• 
parties would lose around £4 
bfflkra in funds,because of the .. 
cutinctividendlaxcrefitsl 
Most large companies were ■ 
so paleaxttTfy *he decision to 
cut corporation tax. the main 
taxlevirfonfoeaMparateseo- - 
tor, fay. 2 percentage points to 
31 per cent that they had 
difficulty putting• togrther a - 
measured response with^arry . 

speed. .. ?i T - 

ICI, bysamemeasores Brit- 
ains biggest- business, des- ; 
cribed the -Chancellor’s .-, 
package as “chalfangiiig”. Sir 
Ronald Hansel, , the chair¬ 
man, said: "f am sure that the . 
welcome cur in corporalicwi tax 
will encourage investment 
However, there are doubts, 
about the impact of the aboli¬ 
tion of tax credits, an com- 


Whfle industry would coon- 
cur with the ChanbeflUr’S con¬ 
cern about the strength of 
sterling, the measures pro¬ 
posed might not do enough to 
slow down the growth : m 
consumer spending, he added/ 
“This is essential to achieve 
stability with lower urterest 
rates and to take pressure off 
sterling.” • 

The ptwnd yeaatiay soared 

fay over four p&mtigs toapdst 

ERM high of DM2.93 on 
interestrate riseeatpec t atians. 

BG. formerly part of British 
Gas and a victim of the 
windfall tax. was more posi¬ 
tive on the tax front. "As a 
substantial taxpayer we wel¬ 
come any lessening of our tax - 
burden and we alio welcome 
measures 10 esocouragpinvest- 
raentr" the company said. 


• British.. Airways was less’ 
keen. “The cut w01 not haw a 
major impact on BA in viewof 
our current planned high in- : 
vestment - in. - arou aft," . a 
‘.spokesman said. “Weare still' 

; - znore concerned with the hn- 
pacf infoe change in advanced 
corporation tax on our own., 
pensioofundandour pension 
fond investors. 7 

- "Their inabOxty to obtain a 
■ repayment of a tax credit will 

have an impact on their fondt 
mg requirements.” -; 

- * Joe Dvtyer, <dminuan of 
George Wimpcy.said file Bud¬ 
get was a “pra gmatic one. 
with a focus : on longterm 
stability, for housing and fer¬ 
tile economy asa whole. 

- Two drinks groups, - aF 
though negative about the rise 
in alotihol duty nod January, 
were generally positive about 

: the Budget as a whole, v 
A spokesm an. for - Allied • 
Domecq said foecut in corpo-' 
ration.-tasc*>&' good news,, 
particulatly tis-ff applies from 
April 1937. Hwasthe rare thing 
thatwafart realty traifecL ■ 
“Obvioislyfo'someextentft . 
will co un ter b alance some of - 
.ihe other burdens on industry, 
such as petrd. It does seem to ' 
honour five commitment to 
make the UK a good place to 
do business-’' 

Whitbread, however, cau¬ 
tioned that lower tax : rates . 
were largely irrelevant to com¬ 
panies that were expanding 
because Of foe capital allows 
ances already avadable . that 
cut the real nite of tax to well 
below ihe nominal levd. But it 
would help companies as a 
whole by offsetting any in¬ 
crease- in the cost of pension 
ccKttributifnts 1 arising from 
changes to advanced corpora-.. - 
lion tax ask affected pension ' 
finds. :. 

S- David Tbonps, Whitbread 
efuef ofEcutivey'said the mac- 
ro-effed:dfthe Budget was the 
most important aspect for his 
company, andiit was positive, 

. with no negative impact for 
the leisure , and hospitality 
markets. 7.v** ...... 

The British Retail Consor¬ 
tium also-gave its broad'SUpK 
port to the Budget although it 
expressed some concern over 
the tax changes. Ann Robin-; - 
son, of the BRC,-said: "Retail- . 
era are especially pleased that 
the Chancellor has resisted 
ca^foranmaieasempei^ . 
al taxation.’We don’t, believe 
the- economy 1 is 'overhe atin g 
with retail inflation runnmg at 
u nder t per cent” 

Budget special, pages 9-20 
. Lading artkte. page 25 
White Book page 30 
• Stock market page 32 
Tempos, page 32 
Anthony Harris, page 33 
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Heading for a windfall tax: dockwise from top left—Richard Giordano of BG. Brendon Gough, Sir Desmond Pitcher. 
Ed Wains. Robert Horton and Sir Iain Vaffance of BT lead companies targeted for file Chancellor's one-off 23 per cent levy 


after 

windfall 

escape 

By Eric Reguly 

BRITISH TELECOM called 
off its fight with the Labour 
Government last night after 
determining that the windfall 
tax will cost it only £500 
million — about half of its own 
worst-case scenario. 

BT is officially reviewing its 
legal position, but company 
officials made it dear that 
challenging the tax in the 
European courts is now un¬ 
likely. A final decision will be 
made later this month. 

Sir Iain Vail an ce. chairman, 
said: “BT is disappointed to 
have been caught up in the 
windfall levy which, in our 
case, is a tax on success, not on 
excess... Nevertheless, we 
recognise that a figure in the 
order of £500 million spread 
over two years, while not a 
small sum. is considerably 
lower than earlier speculation 
might have suggested." 

Most analysts thought that 
BT would take a tax hit of 
about £1 billion. Sir lain last 
month said he owed it to 
shareholders to challenge file 
tax in the European courts if 
BT “is stung in a big way”. 

The charge will not push BT 
into loss. It works out to 4p a 
share this year and 4p next 
year, compared to last year's 
earnings per share of 325p. 
Analysts expect BT shares, 
which rose 7bp to 457bp 
yesterday, to rise again today. 

A legal challenge would 
have soured BTTs relationsip 
with Labour. The company 
hopes Labour will soon lift the 
ban that prevents it from 
using its network for live 
broadcasts. It also hopes to get 
permission to buy the 40 per 
cent of Ceftnet, the second- 
largest mobile phone opera¬ 
tor, that it does not already 
own and strike a deal to wire 
schools to the Internet 


STOCK MARKET 


FTSE 100_ 4761.4 (+23.1) 

Ytetd_ 043% 

FTSE Alt share .. 224042 (+9.99) 

NMcei_2019642 (+20.90) 
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Lloyd’s shod: 

Max Taylor is the new 
chairman of Lloyd’s of 
London. The appointment 
shocked the insurance 
market which had expected 
the ruling council to name 
Jonathan Agnew. Page 30 

Insurance deal 

SUN LIFE and Provincial has 
struck a deal with AXA-UAP. 
its majority shareholder, to 
buy Axa Equity & Law for 
£690 million, in a move that 
will create the United 
Kingdom's third-la rgest life 
insurer. Page 31 


Power chiefs £100,000 


ON THE day that Gordon 
Brown imposed a windfall tax 
on tbentitities. National Pow¬ 
er fuelled a fresh storm over 
executive pay when it re¬ 
vealed that its chief executive 
was paid more than £100.000 
fo move home. 

Keith Henry, whose total 
retnuneration last year 
jumped 40 per cent; to 
EG2S.Q2L received a benefits 
package of £119.821. It is 
thought that ; more than 
□00,000 was to cover the cost 
of his move from Surrey to 
Berkshire. Mir Henry negoti¬ 
ated the payment when he 
jofoed National Power from 
Briiwn & Root two years ago. 

Relocation payments are 
supposed to cover estate 
agents' foes, stamp duly, re- 


By Christine Buckley 

moral vans and other costs 
encountered In moving 
homes. Mr Henry’s arrange¬ 
ment is one of the highest 
endorsed by a comp a ny. He 
also benefited from a £123,000 
annual boons last year and a 
£60,000 increase in basic sala¬ 
ry. to £385.000. 

A spokesman for the com¬ 
pany, whose headquarters arc 
in Swindon, said me package 
was a contractual arrange¬ 
ment and that it had given the 
fullest exdosu re of details. 

Last year National Power 
paid the biggest special divi¬ 
dend in UK corporate history, 
giving £13 billion to rixare- 
holders. It attracted criticism 
in 1994 when John Baker, its 
chairman, received pay and 
options worth £U million 


while the company was still 
40 per cent owned by the 
Government 

David Jones, chief execu¬ 
tive of National Grid, the 
electricity transmission net¬ 
work, enjoyed a 33 per cent 
pay increase to £332,000, in¬ 
cluding a £74.000 bonus. 

At United Utilities, formed 
out of the merger of North 
West Water and Norweb. 
directors enjoyed substantial 
pay rises last year to “take 
account of increased responsi¬ 
bilities'. The salary of Sir 
Desmond Pitcher, chairman, 
increased £54,000. to 
£310,000, and he received a 
£76,000 bonus, while Brian 
Staples, chief executive; 
earned £300,000, up £65.000, 
along with a £142.000 bonus. 


The human face of 

capitalism. 


The long apd the short of it 


G ordon Brown prodaimed his 
first Budget as a fang-tenn 
exerrise. fo reality there were 
two Budgecs in his bright- new box: a 
tang-tern one ttat can Ghfy be judged 
later and a short-term ope that is 
bound to dominate the immetfiaiE 
response of business and markets. 

The c entrepi e ce, as if Turned out 
was not the tor^j-tam windfall tax 
and Welfare to Work programme. 


a t If 


n C* 9 ” * 


important though that ofl-balanee-, 
sheet programme may prova It was* 
quick E 5.4 billion a year J" ; 
savers fold investors,f ancifu lly . 
claimed to, boost capital hivwunent 
but actually to balance thfibopks. 

Far from being a Tory Budget, ^ . 
was a genuine Labour-grab; But iwt 

ftH-thetraditicralreaiton. Inessoice, 

the City, has t 

enough exira tax to inipress thevty' 
with theGowemmortSlwwi^ 
dal managementTbe - 

was not impressed. Over the next a - 
months, .a net GO 15 to - 


extracted from the 1 
coiporate -sector- 
• . ana investors, in ef¬ 
fort to orf the public 
sector : ban owing 
naquiranait. _ We 
knew about tins bs- 
forehamL' The level' 
of the windfall tax 
was widely trailed. 
and only its inci¬ 
dence came , as a 
surprise, "water; ‘ ; 

'Companies eventu¬ 
ally losing out on 
foe dever formula: : 
TfooseroAholitionirf 7 
dividend, tax-relief 
for pension fluids^ - 
‘.rfuilraies' and <Bq?s was su bjea to 

- more durosy leakmg.' On tiK sorface, 

- the 1 bits we (fid not know about in 
advaifoe w^inorewdc mng arts in 
corporation tax,-a slwrt-tenn incen- 

4 five' for. medftim-sixed business to buy 
.plant, money to be spent on.stiool 


buildings. Most of 
all, the deficit fig- 
trres look good. This 
year’s public sector 
borrowing require¬ 
ment cranes down 
to £11 billion, 
against the £19 bil¬ 
lion projected in 
Kenneth Clarke's 
November Budget 
and next year’s to 
£4 billion instead of 
£12 bullion- Admit¬ 
tedly. much of of 
this is due to' the 
economy being 
more buoyant than 
previously forecast 
- foe opposite of die mooted blade hole. 
The markets were upset because Mr 
Brown raised Mr Clarke’s taxes on 
consumers fay Iess.than £2 billion. 

Minor aits in interest relief and a 
tiny but lucrative impost on sales of 
expensive houses are not going to 


slow the housing market But Mr 
JSrown did not have much tax relief to 
cut and a swingeing tax on moving 
would really distort the market If 
house price inflation is a problem, 
only higher interest rates work any¬ 
way. The gilt-edged market should 
benefit from second thoughts. 

The long-term Budget has its heart 
in the right place. The key to healthy 
public finances, and hence to higher 
spending rat desirable public services, 
is to attack the poverty that forever 
boosts welfare spending. Squeezing 
excluded groups into fobs makes a 
great start if ft is self-sustaining. 

The tax on savings acts in the 
opposite direction. Investors in per¬ 
sonal pensions will have less in 
retirement And more employers will 
desert guaranteed final salary 
sc hem es. Even Peps will lose value, 
except for higher rate taxpayers. A 
new scheme is promised, but the tax 
advantages are not specified. They 
will be costly or unattractive. 


Good investment managers are measured 
by their perforraance. 

So, our investment strategy is formulated 
at the highest level, but individual flair is 
encouraged to deal with your unique 
requirements. 

As well as professionalism we offer 
something more. The human face of 
your own portfolio manager with whom 
you can meet or talk any time of day. 
Your portfolio is personalised to your 
own strategy, not pooled with thousands 
of others. 

The private client specialist. 


<z> 


James Capel Investment Management 

Motor HSBC Gamp 

For more information on how we manage portfolios of£2(KM)00 or more, 
please call Dnmcan MacIntyre on 0171626 0566, fax him od 0171 283 3187 
or write to him at the address bdow. 

6 Bevis Marks, London EC3A 7JQ 

James Capel Investment Management is a trading nunc of HSBC lnvcstmax Bank pic. 

Registered office 10 Queen Street Place. London EC4R tfiL 

Regulated by SPA and a member of the London Stoefc Exchange. 
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30 FINANCIAL STATEMENT/ BUSINESS NEWS ___ the times Thursday july 3 1997 

The White Book: inflation set to reach 2.75% before returning to 2.5% in 1999 


Consumer spending expected to rise 4.5% 


Chancellor Gordon Brown vowed to 
'unlock the talent of all the people’, 
while declaring himself ready to heed 
any warning signs of an overheating 
economy to avoid mistakes of the past 


The following are extracts from the 
Financial Statement and Budget 
Report, July 1997, the aims of which 
will, says the Government, equip 
Britain for “our long-term future" 


OUTPUT AND DEMAND 


SINCE 1973, UK GDP has grown 
at only about two thirds of the rate 
achieved during the earlier post¬ 
war years. GDP growth over the 
past 25 years has also been slower 
in the UK than in any of its major 
competitors. Annual growth has 
averaged around 14 per cent in the 
UK since 1973, compared with an 
average of around 24 per cent for 
rhe major (G7) industrial econom¬ 
ies. The level of GDP per head in 
the UK is below the OECD average 
and the level in all other G7 
countries. Despite some relative 
improvement since 1992, reflecting 
a cyclical upswing from a deep 
trough, the UK has failed to 
narrow the gap with the OECD 
average since the 1970s. 

As in all other industrial coun¬ 
tries. the growth of productivity 
(output per worker) slowed sharply 
after 1973. Following growth of 
close to 3 per cent a year between 
I960 and 1973, productivity growth 
has since averaged around 14 per 
cent a year — similar to the 
European Union and OECD aver¬ 
ages. However, the level of output 
per worker in the UK has been 
lower than that in other G7 
economies since the early 1970s. 
After widening during the second 
half of the 196% and the 1970s, this 
productivity gap has remained 
broadly constant during the 19S0s 
and 1990s. 

Productivity performance has 
been mixed across the sectors of the 
economy over the 1980s and 1990s. 
In manufacturing and the 
privatised utilities, productivity has 
grown strongly, partly associated 
with substantial labour shedding. 
But in much of the service sector 
(where productivity is less well- 
measured) productivity growth has 
been comparatively low. both rela¬ 
tive to manufacturing and to 
growth in the 1960s and early 
1970s. This has contributed to 
comparatively fast growth of em¬ 
ployment in the service sector. 

The UK economy has also suf¬ 
fered from a high degree of 
instability. Over the past 25 years, 
the UK has experienced the largest 
boom and the two deepest and 
longest recessions in the postwar 
period. In the early 1980s recession, 
output fell by S'« per cent from 
peak to trough, while there was a 
peak-to-trough fall in output of 34 
per cent in the early 1990s. Since 
1973. fluctuations in GDP growth 
have been larger in the UK than in 
any other G7 economy apart from 
Canada. This has been associated 
with a relatively high degree of 
inflation volatility. 


cent in 1994, as exports grew 
strongly in response to rapid world 
trade growth. 

The growth of both domestic 
demand and exports slowed during 

1995, the former reflecting a tight¬ 
ening of monetary policy and the 
latter a slackening of world trade 
growth. However, the impact on 
GDP was cushioned by higher 
stockbuilding, which was probably 
largely involuntary, and GDP rose 
2 per cent in the year to the fourth 
quarter of 1995. 

Domestic demand has been 
strengthening again since the be¬ 
ginning of 1996, but lower 
stockbuilding at first held back 
GDP growth, which remained at 
an annual rate of 2 - 2'2 per cent 
over the first three quarters of the 
year. However. GDP accelerated 
sharply towards the end of the 
year, rising at an annualised rate of 
almost 4 l 2 per cent in the fourth 
quarter of 1996 and 34 per cent in 
tile first quarter of 1997. On 
balance, it seems likely that the 
output gap is currently close to zero 
though there is a significant risk 
that output could already be above 
its trend level. 

Over the past year, growth has 
been led by the service sector, 
where output increased at an 
annualised rate of 54 per cent in 
the first quarter, and by 44 per 
cent on a year earlier. GrowTh has 
been particularly strong in the 
financial and business services and 
transport and communication sec¬ 
tors. After showing little change for 
almost a year, construction output 
has been rising strongly since the 
middle of 1996, and in the first 
quarter of 1997 was 3 J /4 per cent 
higher than a year earlier. Manu¬ 
facturing output remained broadly 
flat between late 1994 and mid- 

1996, but has picked up since last 
summer and in the three months to 
April was almost 2 per cent higher 
than a year earlier. 



number of properties for sale was 
down 28 per cent on a year earlier. 
This now appears to be having an 
effect on turnover. The number of 
particulars delivered at the Land 
Registry has flattened off in the 
past few months, having risen 
' sharply since early last year. 

In' real terms, house prices 
remain well below their previous- 
peak. With the house price-earn¬ 
ings ratio still low, housing re¬ 
mains very affordabl e. H igher 
demand and limited increases in 
■ supply are therefore likely to com¬ 
bine to pur-upward pressure on 
house price'inflation for a time. 
However, thereafter the rate of 
increase in house prices should 
begin to moderate, damped by the 
reduction in mortgage interest tax 
relief, and with slower growth in 
real incomes in 1998 acting jis a 
restraint on housing demands 
private housing investment — 
new housebuilding and improve¬ 
ments to existing properties — was 
virtually unchanged in 19% as a 
whole, but picked up through the 
year, mainly led by higher invest¬ 
ment in existing dwellings. How- 
■ever. investment in new dwellings 
also began to pick up in the second 
half of last year, and should 
increase further in 1997 as housing 
completions pick up. 



Financial futures: Helen LiddelL Economic Secretary. Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, Dawn Primarolo. Financial Secretazy, and 
Ala stair Darling. Chief Secretary, will steer the Treasury’s “Budget for Britain's future" and its E -L8 billion levy on privatised utilities 


WITH little change in either saving 
or investment, the persona) sector 
financial surplus remained at 
around 6 per cent of disposable 
income last year, well above its 
long-run average of around 34 per 
cent But with a fall in the saving 
ratio and a pick- up in housing 
investment, this surplus is project¬ 
ed to decline to around 2 per cent of 
income in 1998. 
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DEVELOPMENTS 


THE UK economy started a cycli¬ 
cal upswing in the first half of 1992, 
following a deep trough in output. 
GDP grew at an annualised rate or 
around 2 per cent between mid- 
1992 and mid-1993. But growth 
then picked up sharply, to 44 per 


CONSUMERS' expenditure 
should continue to expand guile 
strongly in response to rising 
incomes and wealth and increasing 
consumer confidence, with scope 
for very strong growth in the event 
of heavier than expected spending 
out of windfall payments. Business 
investment is expected to pick up 
further this year. Though manufac¬ 
turing investment is expected to 
remain weak. But whole economy 
investment has been sluggish in 
recent years, and forecasts of 
strong growth over the past two 
years or so have failed to 
materialise. Moreover, investment 
prospects could be adversely affect¬ 
ed if the high exchange rate hit 
exports hard. So the investment 
forecast is particularly uncertain. 
The drag on growth from stock 
adjustment now appears to have 
passed, and stockbuiiding is ex¬ 
pected to make little contribution to 
growth over the next IS months. 
Total domestic demand is forecast 
to grow by 3 3 /« per cent this year. 

However, export growth is ex¬ 
pected to be slower from the second 
half of the year as rhe impact of the 
exchange-rate appreciation begins 
to build up. Towards the end of the 
year and into next year domestic 


demand is also expected to deceler¬ 
ate, partly in lagged response to the 
tightening of monetary’ and fiscal 
policy, and as the effect of spending 
out of windfalls on growth recedes. 
GDP is forecast to grow by 34 per 
cent in 1997 as a whole, with 
growth slowing through the year. 
Growth of 24 per cent is forecast 
for 199S. Lower domestic demand 
growth and net trade are expected 
to contribute roughly equally to 
this slowdown. 

The composition of demand 

f 'rowth over the next two years is 
ikeiy to continue to be relatively 
favourable to the service sector. 
Manufacturing output is forecasr 
to grow by just 14 per cent this year 
and 4 per cent in 1998. 

Were the possible upside risk to 
consumer spending from windfalls 
and the downside risks to invest¬ 
ment and exports from the high 
exchange rate to materialise, there 
would be further imbalance in the 
composition of growth. The Budget 
strategy has been designed to 
reduce the risks of growth remain¬ 
ing unbalanced. 


sustained period since the 1950s. 
The subsequent recession and 
housing market downturn left the 
personal sector with a high debt 
burden and many homeowners 
with negative equity. Consumers’ 
expenditure fell by 34 per cent 
from peak to trough and house 
prices fell on average by almost 13 
per cent. The saving”ratio peaked at 
almost 13 per cent during 1992 and, 
despite relatively low inflation, has 
remained at a high level since, 
partly reflecting increased consum¬ 
er caution after the experience of 
the late 1980s. 


SPEND AND SAVING 


PERSONAL SECTOR 


CONSUMERS expenditure accel¬ 
erated unsustainably in rhe second 
half of rhe 1980s and the saving 
ratio fell sharply. Between 19S6and 
198S, consumer spending increased 
at an average rate of 64 per cent a 
year, and the saving ratio fell to 6 
per cent in I9SS. The housing 
market boomed — prices increased 
by around 90 per cent between 19S6 
and 1989 — and many homeowners 
borrowed for consumption on the 
back of rising house prices. Wirh 
falling saving and a sharp increase 
in housing investment, the person¬ 
al sector moved into financial 
deficit in the late 1980s for the first 


CONSUMER spending is by far 
the largest expenditure component 
of GDP, accounting for over 60 per 
eenr of the total. Having increased 
by 14-24 per cent a year between 
19Q3 and 1995, it grew' by 34 per 
cent last year, with the annual 
growth rate picking up to 44 per 
cent in the final quarter. Spending 
on durable goods was particularly 
strong. Strong growth continued in 
the first quarter of 1997. Recent 
monthly indicators also point to 
strong consumer demand. Retail 
sales (which account for about 40 
per cent of toral consumption) were 
4.9 per cent higher in the three 
months to May than a year earlier. 
New car registrations in the three 
months to May were 4.1 per rent up 
on a year earlier. Consumer credit 
continues to grow strongly (up by 
17 per cent in the year to May) and 
consumer confidence is now back 
to levels last seen in mid-1953. 

Real personal disposable income 
grew 34 per cent last year — well 
above its long-term trend rare of 
around 24 per cent — reflecting 
income tax cuts, rising employ¬ 
ment. higher real average earnings 


growth and further strong growth 
of dividend receipts. Dividend re¬ 
ceipts are unlikely to grow as 
quickly this year as last, but with 
lower inflation, real average earn¬ 
ings growth is likely to be higher. 
Real 'personal disposable income is 
therefore forecast to grow strongly 
again this year, by 3 per cent. It is 
forecast to increase by 1 3 U per cent 
in 1998. 

Net personal financial wealth 
has grown by 30 per cent over the 
past two years, as a result of high 
personal sector saving (particularly 
in pensions) and rapid increases in 
equity prices. The FT-SE All-Share 
index rose by around 30 per cent 
between the beginning of 1995 and 
the end of 1996. and has risen by'a 
further 10 per cent so far this year. 
Rising house prices have also been 
boosting total wealth since mid- 
1995. Personal wealth is being 
further increased by "windfall pay¬ 
ments". People have already re¬ 
ceived around E25 billion this year 
Grom the flotation of building 
societies and insurance companies, 
and this is likely to rise to over £30 
billion in the year as a whole. There 
is a further E5 billion from matur¬ 
ing Tessa accounts, which does not 
increase total wealth but makes 
existing wealth more liquid. 

The forecast assumes that most 
of this money will be saved, and 
hence the effect un consumer 
spending will be relatively small — 
adding around 4 to I per cent to 
consumption this year. Evidence 
from previous flotations and con¬ 
sumer surveys tends to support the 
view of relatively modest spending 
from these windfalls. However, it 
could be much larger, and this 
represents a significant upside risk 
to the forecast. For example, if a 
quarter of the windfalls were to be 
spent (compared with a central 


assumption of around 15 per cent), 
this would add a further 4 to 4 per 
cent to consumers' expenditure this 
year. With consumption growth 
matching that of personal dispos¬ 
able income, the personal sector 
saving ratio remained at around 
ll'i-12 per cent for most □ Hast year. 
However, high levels of consumer 
confidence (at least partly associat¬ 
ed with falling unemployment and 
rising house prices), high wealih 
and spending out of windfalls will 
all be tending to reduce the saving 
ratio. The forecast assumes tharir 
falls to 8*4 per cent next year. • 
Reflecting the rise in real in¬ 
comes and the fall in the saving 
ratio, consumer spending is fore¬ 
cast to grow by 44 per cent in 1997. 
But, as already noted, heavier than 
expected spending from windfalls 
could lead to much stronger con¬ 
sumption growth in 1997. In any 
case, as a matter of arithmetic, the 
effect of windfalls on the growth of 
consumer spending is likely to 
recede during the course of next 
year. Towards the.end of this year 
consumer spending is expected to 
start decelerating under the influ¬ 
ence of the tightening of monetary 
and fiscal policy. Growth in con¬ 
sumers' expenditure is forecast to 
slow to 4 per cent in 1998. 




HOUSE prices have been rising 
strongly since late 1995. The Hali¬ 
fax index shows prices in May 6.6 
per cent higher than a year earlier, 
while the Nationwide index puts 
the increase in the year to June at 11 
per cent A shortage of properties 
on the market appears to be 
contributing to the upward pres¬ 
sure on prices. The May survey 
from the Royal Institute of Char*- 
tered Surveyors reported that the 


THE UK’s relatively weak growth . 
performance over the past 25 years 
partly reflects under-investment. 
The UK’S ratio of investment to 
GDP fa low by both historical and 
international standards. 

The ratio of whole economy fixed 
investmemto GDP has consistent¬ 
ly been well below the OECD 
average since at least 1960. and the 
gap has been widening in recent 
years. Since 1960. the investment- 
GDP ratio for the OECD as . a 
whole has averaged around 21 per 
cent, compared with a UK figure of 
18percent?. - 

Between 1960 and 1994, the UK 
invested alower share of GDPthan 
any other OECD country. On the 
other hand; the UK’s record on 
plant and machinery (and busi¬ 
ness) investment has not been so 
dearly out of line with other 
industrial countries. However, it 
seems unlikely that the UK can 
catch up, or ar least narrow the 
gap. with its main competitors in 
terms of the level of GDP per head 
without a significant rise in the . 
ratio of investment to GDP. 

Whole economy saving has also 
been low relative to income by the > 
standards of the rest of the,. , 
industrialised world. 

The investment recovery over the 
past five years has been weak by 
historical standards. During the 
current economic upswing,' the 
ratio of whole economy investment 
to GDP has fallen continuously, in 
contrast to the 1980s recovery, 
though this time round it haifalleo , 
from an historic high rather than 
rising from an historic low. In 1996, 
it was lower than for most of the , 
past 30 years. While output has ' 
increased by 154 per ceit from its 
trough at the beginning of 1992, 
total investment has increased by 
only 10 4 per cent • • 


warm 


is* 


Taylor is surprise choice as 
new chairman of Lloyd’s 


LVMH to 


propose 
£10bn deal 


Consumers’ Association 
defends ‘best Visa’ claim 


By Dominic Walsh 


By Marianne Curphey and Sara McConnell 


By Adam Jones 


THE Lloyd’s of London ruling 
coundl shocked Lime Street 
yesterday by choosing Max 
Taylor, an executive director 
of Willis Corroon. the insur¬ 
ance broker, as its chairman. 

The mow provoked anger in 
the camp of rival candidate 
Jonathan Agnew, who is 
thought to have turned down 
two recent job offers, including 
the chairmanship of the Secu ri¬ 
des and Investments Board, in 
rhe belief that he would be the 
next head of Lloyd’s. 

There had been widespread 
predictions that Mr Agnew, 
the chairman of the biggest 
corporate investment vehicle 
at Lloyd's and a much higher- 
profile candidate, would take 
rhe society's top job. 

It had been widely believed 
that Sir David Rowland, the 
current chairman, was pre¬ 
paring the way for Mr Agnew. 
who was ousted fouryears ago 
as chief executive of Kleinworl 
Benson, the merchant bank. 
Mr Taylor, 49, has been an 
unlimited liability name at 
Lloyd's since 1975. It was 
suggested last night that this, 
and Mr Agnews association 
with corporate capital, was a 
significant factor in winning 
die badping of traditionalists 
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Max Taylor received the support of traditionalists on the Lloyd’s ruling council 


on the council. The relation¬ 
ship between corporate capital 
and traditional names has 
provoked ang/y divisions in 
the society. 

However, Mr Taylor is also 
seen in some quarters as a 
more independent voice, since 
he is not currently a member 
of council, unlike Mr Agnew. 

One insurance market in¬ 
sider said last night that his 
broking background meant 
that he fits Lloyd's current 
strategy of concentrating on 
customer ne^ds, rather than 


the needs of its capital base, 
extremely well. 

it has also been suggested 
that the chairman will be more 
in the background behind Ron 
Sandler, the popular chief exec¬ 
utive. than was the case with 
Sir David Rowland, who 
steered the society through its 
reconstruction and renewal. 

Mr Taylor was educared at 
Hailevbury School and joined 
Willis’ Faber as a junior avia¬ 
tion broker in its North Ameri-' 
can department in 1970. He 
joined the board of Wilfc Faber 


in ! f <90. before its merger with 
Corroon and Blade 

He was made group execu¬ 
tive director of Willis Corroon 
earlier this year, with overall 
responsibility for the London 
market and global speciality 
business. Japan and discontin¬ 
ued underwriting activities. 

The nomination by the 
Council of Lloyd's needs to be 
ratified by a" ballot in the 
aurumn. Mr Taylor will need 
to be elected to rhe coundl 
before assuming his new du¬ 
ties in the new year. 


BERNARD ARNAULT, 
chairman of LVMH. the 
luxury goods group, will this 
month present Guinness and 
Grand Metropolitan with a 
formal proposal that the three 
companies combine their 
drinks arms into a single 
business with a separate stock 
market quotation. 

At a meeting in Paris yester¬ 
day with Tony Greener, chair¬ 
man of Guinness, and George 
Bull, his counterpart at 
GrandMet M Arnault out¬ 
lined his views on creating an 
international wines and spir¬ 
its business worth more than 
£10 billion. 

The meeting, the first since 
the two British companies 
announced plans for a £23 
billion merger in May. was 
viewed positively by both 
camps last night. M Arnault 
has previously been opposed 
on the grounds that the merg¬ 
er omits LVMH’s Moet 
Hennessy business. 

To put pressure on the two 
companies he has built up a 
6.4 per cent stake in 
Grand Met to add to his 14 per 
cent stake in Guinness and 
has referred the dispute to an 
international arbitration 
group in Paris. 


THE Consumers' Association 
yesterday defended a decision 
by Which? magazine, its flag¬ 
ship publication, to recom¬ 
mend its own credit card as a 
"best buy". 

The recommendation app¬ 
ears in a survey of credit cards 
in next month's issue under 
"Best buys for usual payers" — 
those who spend £2,700 a year 
on their card and pay for three 
out of four bills in full.. 

Chris Peers, product dev¬ 
elopment manager at the CA. 
said: "The Which? Visa card is 
aimed at Which ? members, 
most of whom pay off their 
card in full every month. It is 
not designed for people who 
only pay off the minimum. 


Our members are mostly mid¬ 
dle aged and affluent" 

He conceded that the card 
was not the cheapest on the 
market, but he argued that it 
offered extras such as free 
legal suppwrt services for 
members in dispute over prod¬ 
ucts and services. 

The launch of the Which? 
card last year was the first big 
initiative of Sheila 
McKechnie. who joined as 
director of the Ca in January 
1995 from Shelter, the charity 
for the homeless. 

So far only 20.000 people, 
have signed up for the card. Its 
launch was aimed at raising 
funds for which? campaigns 
at a time when membership of 


the CA has fallen from its 1988 
high of 900.000 to the current • 
level of743.000. Which? said it , 
had questioned members be- • 
fore it launched the card and ■ 
less than l per cent thought die 
move would compromise the 
integrity of the magazine. 

When Dr John Beishon 
joined as director in 1987 he 
attempted to reshape CA, but ‘ 
staff were opposed to changes 
and went on strike. Which? 
subscribers pay £14.75 a quar¬ 
ter for the magazine. i 

The card is run for Which? : 
by the Beneficial Bank,4tnown 
for running affinity cards. It 
pays the CA E5 for every card = 
taken out and donates 027 
per cent each time one is used. 
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JCI given Lonrho option 
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By Jason Nisse 


Commentary, page 31 


JCI. the South African mining 
group that this week called off 
its E2 billion merger talks with 
Lonrho. has been given an opt¬ 
ion to buy a 25 per cent stake in 
the company for E307 million. 

The stake is currently 
owned by Anglo American, 
the huge South African group 
that built u£a stake of nearly 


27 per cent in Lonrho only to 
be told by the European Con- 
mission that it had to cut the 
stake to less than 10 per cent. 

JCI's optiem is priced at I55p 
per Lonrho share, well above 
yesterday's share price, which 
rose I2p to 1414p on the news. 
The Q'ty now believes that JCI 
may be tempted to make an 
aggressive bid for Lonrho, 

Talks are continuing be¬ 


tween JCI fold Lonrho about a.-; 
possible swap of. JCte' 
Tavistock coal business for 
Lortrho's 33 per cent stake in ’■ 
Ashanti, the Ghanaian gold- ■ 
mining company. Lonrho has ^ 
maintained tftgr- Ashanti • is; 
worth more than Tavistock. 

Anglo'S remaining 1.6 per 
OCTit .ijs being optioned to_-; 
Southern Life Association, an' 
associate company of,Lonrho. T 
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L ondon’s supremacy in life - 
assurance amply desn- 
ons&ated^wfao, .ftench, 
y^ uian and after eandnimtal 
^cts h omed ft on British 

2™S“8’ investment and even 
acftanal expertise needai to, 

® ® ‘Css preceded single- 
they haw: not ne- 
P^cutial UK customers. 
hjs, cricket finds test ir>afefo*y 
fP“'f ored hy a. German-owned 
company and its -kobdftbout 
Sunday league fay- the Fhencft. 
Horawpin .- artonnic. which 

sponsors fte county champ¬ 
ionship, must fed nervous: 

Others might feel nervous ft 
future. The ambitious ■ Axa’s. 

wfffr UAfVfis denatkm- 
cased French rival, will create a 
big player in the UK market. 
Wien Asa’S vftollyowned Ech 
uity & Law is put m with UAP- 
controlled Sun whirfa has 

already absorbed ProvkHdd. - 
In the continental msmru^ 
outside shareholders ft Sun life 
ct® hit payers in this' 

essentially internal restructur- 
lustead of Axa buying Sift 
Sun will buy Equity ft Law, 

cr until nrtia_ Ufk. —- J_:_:_ 


Life is spicier with French dressing 


tram its own parent company, 
which w31 also' keep rights to 
orphan assets, shnufa the .DTI 
allow it to extract them. S till 
those who bought-stock in - Sun 
Life knew what they'were doing 
and the nraried reckoned yes¬ 


terday that they had a fair deaL 
Sun shares gained 6 per cent 
even though me merger was no 
surprise and even though Axa 
TOjl^fl^aft ont 10 per cent of the 

Outside investors will share in 
fte benefits of cost-cutting, which 
looks to have plenty of potential 
The enlarged company wfll also 
have convaricnfiy ready-made 
separate brands to sell direct and 
through financial advisers. 

o^ftoLr^S^^pdkytorid* 1, 
are more in need of protection. In 
advance of fte creation of a 
super-SIB, fte mixed doubles 
pairing of fte Personal Invest¬ 
ment Authority and the DTI 
should make sure .fte detailed 
implications of this merger do 
notgo down the middle. 

Tae emergence of a strong new 
competitor wxB surely »lsn has¬ 
ten consolidation of the UK- 
owned industry. Apart from 
empire-building, this is driven fay 
competition from bancassurcrs 
with bignames and built-in 
distribution, the need for re¬ 
sources to cope with extra regu¬ 
latory costs and the need to ait 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


costs that must now be 
to customers. No won¬ 
der stale bulls of both BAT and 
Commer c ial Union are trying to 
- hope into existence a deal mat 
demerges BAT*s huge insurance 
interests and . merges them with 
the He*nmded composite. 

Ponsolle displays 
his Tunnel vision 

A ll hail Patrick FonsoOe, 
the loquacious co-chair¬ 
man of EurotunneL Win¬ 
ning over the French Govern¬ 
ment to the idea of a licence 
extension was never going to be 
difficult — there are more than 
500,000 voters with Eurotunnel 
shares on that side of La 
Manche. 

Winning over John Prescott in 
his first few weeks of jufgling die 
environment and transport 


briefs, was trickier. And 
persuading Eurotunnel’s recal¬ 
citrant shareholders to back a 
refinancing showed a level of 
diplomacy not usually associated 
with Eurotunnel—by signing up 
the shareholders wiu finally lose 
control of the group. The banks 
will have a majority of the shares 
come July II. If they want to 
refinance again — as they will 
have to in 1999 or 2000 — the 
banks will have enough votes to 
push fte deal through whatever 
the other shareholders think. 

Bat how pyrrhic will this 
victory be? Prescott wants 
Eurotunnel to encourage freight 
to go through fte tunnel — 
presumably by cutting prices. 
This means Margaret Beckett 
must let fte Stena/P&O ferry 
merger go through. Making 
Eurotunnel even more aggres¬ 
sive wifi hit the ferry companies, 
so ftey should be allowed to 


huddle together for warmth. 
Prescott's other condition is to 
make Eurotunnel pay for fte 
extension. Ponsolle overplayed 
his hand by pricing the extension 
in the Eurotunnel shareholders’ 
circular, saying that the group 
would make £16 million a year 
more if it could extend fte licence 
to operate the tunnel by 34 years, 
to 2086. This indicates that fte 
extension is worth more than 
£500 million to Eurotunnel 

Bur you cant force the com¬ 
pany to pay today — its finances 
are further under water than the 
tunnel itself. So Eurotunnel has 
offered a quarter of the profits 
during the life of the extension — 
in other words, rive us this 
concession now ana well cut you 
into the deal in 55 years time. 

Prescott seems less than ha 
about this offer. The word is' 
he wants a higher share of the 
profits after 2052. What he 


should demand is a dividend 
from Eurotunnel as soon as it 
struggles into profit, which could 
be as soon as 2005. It's tough, but 
at least it would mean that a 
Labour administration would be 
sure to benefit from the deal. 

The serious side 
of M Arnault 

T he behind-the-scenes 
machinations ahead of 
yesterday’s talks between 
Bernard Arnault of LVMH, 
Tony Greener of Guinness and 
GrandMeTs George Bull have 
been something to behold. No 
sooner does one side whisper a 
line (all “off die record back¬ 
ground” of course) than the 
other says the opposite. 

Take the question of who 
actually initiated fte talks. M 
Arnault’s cohorts are dear that it 
was a case of the Guinness- 
GrandMet side (to be dubbed 
GMG Brands post merger) bow¬ 
ing to pressure from institutions 
to meet him. This side of the 
Channel fte story is ftat Messrs 
Greener and Bull have been 
railin g for a meeting all along. 


only to be rebuffed, up until now. 
by fte Frenchman. 

The suggestion from Paris had 
been that the GMG side might 
be going simply as a publicity 
stunt in order to keep the 
institutions happy. Mr Greener 
was adamant before flying out 
thar it was a genuine attempt to 
sort out a messy situation. 

The latter appears to have 
been fte case arid, in all truth, 
any other course would have 
been a risky one. M Arnault is 
already fte biggest shareholder 
in both Guinness and GrandMet 
and his tenacious attempts to 
derail fte deal unless he is 
allowed to become involved (or 
heavily compensated) deserve 
very serious consideration- 

Yesterday he was able to air 
his views and the ball is now very 
firmly in his court 

OFT delayed 

IF JOHN BRJDGEMAN'S bite 
is to be as tough as his bark, then 
the Director-General of Fair 
Trading must refer City under¬ 
writing to fte MMC. Yesterday 
he issued his third warning to 
fte City, but weasded out of a 
reference, saying there had not 
been enough share issues to have 
a proper analysis. Well, he has 
looked at 52 deals, and in only a 
handful has there been any cut in 
costs. If Bridgeman is a cartel 
buster, this is one he has to bust 





sold to Sun Life 
in 





SUN LIFE and Provincial has ' 
struck a deal with AXA-UAP, 
^ its majority shareholder, to 
buy Axa Equity & Law for 
£690 million, in a move that 
will create fte UKV thirds 
largest life insurer. 

Sun life has also agreed to 
acquire Axa Insurance for £70 
million, lifting fte total value . 
erf the transaction to £760 
million.' •• -r - 
liutiaUy, the enlarged group 
w3! have 7,000 employees; 25 
million policyholders and con- * 
trol £30 bfifian of assets. Lead ;• 
Douro. chairman of Son Life, 
said that the enlargedgroup 
would be able to build.on-its- ‘ 
leading portions,in. long-term 
care and pensions markets^ It •' 
would- idso generate annual 
savings of E35 million within 


. .. By Gavin Ujmsden .. . 

three yens, which would be 
passed directly to sharehold¬ 
ers. ■: .. 

However thedeal comes at a 
price for employees. Axa’s 
head office in High Wycombe, / 
which employs 690 stafUwfll ' 
dose in J999.. Mark Wood, 
chief executive of Axa Equity & 
Law who becopies group chief 

executive after the deal said 
that enforced' redundancies 
would be mmimised by re- 
nainmg and relocation. Fur- - 
ther sayings are expected irrIT 
and product development - 
After fte' deal'Sun Life will 
concentrate onthe irrtErmedi-. 
ary market, while the Axa >'' 
brand name' wifi be used to 
market directly to the public. 

AXA-UAP has hdd 602 per 
cent of Sun Life’s shares and 


all of Axa Equity & Laws sinoe 
it announced its own merger 
last November. The deal, in 
fte form of224.76 million new 
ordinary shares in Sun Life, 
gives AXA-UAP a 72.4 per cent 
stake in' the enlarged, com¬ 
pany. This wifi be reduced to 
65 per cent by December 1999- 
Shares in Sun life, which 
floated last year, rose from 
306p to 323* 2 p on fte deal. 
One analyst expressed disap¬ 
pointment that Sun life had 
not provided up-to-date fig¬ 
ures on its business or fte 
embedded value of its with- 
profits fond. Under fte deal 
Sun Life is paying £470 mil- 
hon of embedded value and 
£220million of goodwill. 

" Commentary, this page 



Burford will pay 
£210m to buy 
Trocadero back 


By Carl Morttshed 


SegaWorid attendances have been poor since opening 


BURFORD. the property 
group run by Nick Leslau and 
Nigel Wray, has bought back 
fte Trocadero and London 
Pavilion properties for £210 
million. They hope the deal 
will boost fte flagging for¬ 
tunes of the leisure company 
demerged from Burford a year 
ago as Trocadero. 

But Trocadero shares fell 
yesterday as Burford an¬ 
nounced that it would pay 
E160 million in cash initially 
for the two freeholds at Picca¬ 
dilly Circus, central London. 
The balance is payable in 
three stages over two years 
conditional on the rental in¬ 
come on two leases- Trocadero 
is leasing back fte space 
occupied by SegaWorid. fte 
virtual reality theme park thai 
has suffered poor attendance 
and management problems 
since it opened last summer. 

Nick Leslau. chief executive 


of both Trocadero and Bur¬ 
ford. said the deal would rel¬ 
ease £73 million of cash which 
would be used to develop 
Trocadero’s leisure and media 
interests. 

Burford acquired the Troca¬ 
dero site from the receivers for 
E94 million three years ago 
and next year strode a deal 
with Sega, the Japanese elec¬ 
tronics group, to create an 
indoor theme park on the site. 

Burford spent £30 million 
refurbishing the building and 
then acquired the London Pav¬ 
ilion next door for £14 million, 
making a total investment of 
about £140 million. Trocadero 
booked a revaluation surplus 
of £71 million from its proper¬ 
ties at fte end of December 
and will therefore make a 
book loss on die sale of EIS 
million- _ 

Tempos, page 32 


Bakyrchik 
loses mine 
control 

By PaulDurman 

BAKYRCHIK GOLD is to 
pass control of its Kazakh¬ 
stan goldmine to its big¬ 
gest shareholder to secure 
fte company’s financial 
rescue. 

With the company’s in¬ 
terest in fte Bakyrchik 
mine, its main asset faff¬ 
ing to 20 per cent it will 
have to give up its London 
share listing. Hie shares 
fell 35p to a 48 4 p low yest¬ 
erday as they returned 
from suspension. Last year 
they readied almost 590p. 

Bakyrchik could not 
make fte second of four $15 
million payments to the 
Republic of Kazakhstan 
under a deal that had let 
the company raise its stake 
in the mine to 85 per cent 

Indochina Goldfields is 
to take an 80 per cent inter¬ 
est in the mine and will 
fond its development. 

Tempus, pap: 32 



on issues costs 


By Adam Jones . 

JOHN BRIDGEMAN. Direc¬ 
tor-General' of fte Office of 
Fair Trading',, has issued to 
final warning to the City that it 
must cut the cost of raising 
cash through share issues or- 
face a Monopolies and Merg¬ 
ers Commission inquiry . . 


He said yesterday that un¬ 
derwriters of rights issues 
need ter open up to more 
competition, despite some at¬ 
tempts atreducing charges. 
Underwriting institutions tra¬ 
ditionally receive about 2 per 
centof the capital raised. 

Mr Bridgeman said: “I am 
continuing to monitor rights 


(Jib** 

& 


< I 



FINE BRITISH CLOTHING FOR TODAY’S MAN 



NOW ON 


For Example 



Selected 
classic suits 
reduced from; 

£395 to £.195 

SAVE 

£200 

Selected hand 

finished shoes 
reduced from: 

£175»£99 

SAVE 

£76 

Fine 100% 
cotton shirts 
reduced from: - 

. £49.50 to £3930 

SAVE 

£10 or 
£110 


for 3 

Printed 

usually 

NOW 

£25 

for 2 

silk ties: 

. £25 each 
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issues and if markets prove 
incapable of reforming them¬ 
selves 1 will have no alterna¬ 
tive hit to initiate more formal 
action. It is now up to the 
industry to deride whether to 
reform without such a refer¬ 
ence or to subject itself to the 
foil rigours of the MMC I am 
not prepared to wait much 
longer for real and sustained 
evidence of a change.” 

Last year Mr Bridgeman 
said that a decision an referral 
would be made by the aid of 
March but this was postponed 


when the OFT said that some 
progress had been made, such 
as in a cheaper rights issue for 
Stakis. 

But Mr Bridgeman said 
analysis of 52 issues between 
June 1996 and the end of 
March showed sub-under¬ 
writing fees only marginally 
lower since the introduction of 
tendering and that excess prof¬ 
its remain. “If sub-underwrit¬ 
ing had become truly 
competitive then I would have 
exposed to see a much greater 
variation in fees," he said. 


SHORT TERM 
MANAGEMENT 

M? 



If your company is faced with fte el 
of a corporate rnerosr orjfspospfc'an 
underperfonranfi sabafiaty, H» up$a 
information systems, an rerrapia^ftxfal 
change, entry mthimwtWTOts-ki fact any 
additional specialist 
ient sktHs,wffl you have 
mediate access to the right 
person to lead fte team? 

PA Interim Managers cover way 
senior nanagemeA reed. AH are 
highly experienced MvMnfc 
available within days to take tnl 
executive responsibify for an 
assignment from planning 
through to implementation, in 

short to parachute in and hit fte 

ground running'. 

For fufl details & brochure caB W71738 9000 
or write to PA Consulting Group, 

Interan Management 
123 Buckingham Palace Rd, 
London SW1W9SR 
Or fax 6171333 6198 

T¥\ Consulting 
MjTm> Group 

Creating Business Advantage 
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P5-200M 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium® Processor with MMX™ Technology 

■ 32MB High Performance SDRAM 

■ 512K 15ns Pipeline Burst L2 Cache 

■ 3.5” 1.44MB Floppy Disk Drive 

■ Mitsumi 12-16X (min-max) 120ms CD-ROM Drive 

■ Quantum™ 3.2GB 10ms Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

■ Ensoniq®Wavetabie 32-bit PCI SoundChip 

■ Altec® Lansing ACS41015W Speakers ACS251 
40W Subwoofer, Dolby® Pro Logic® Surround Sound 

■ ATI RAGE 11+ Graphics Accelerator with 2MB SGRAM 

■ Euro Viva 33.6K Fax/Data/Voice Modem 

■ 17” CrystalScan® 0.28dp Monitor 1 

■ ATX Tower Case: 5 External & 3 Internal Drive Bays 

■ Microsoft® Windows®95 105 Keyboard 

■ MS® Windows 95, MS IntelliMouse 

■ MS Office 97 Small Business Edition Plus 

■ 3 Year Limited Warranty 

£1599 (£1912.90 inc. VAT & Delivery) 





GATEWM2000 


“You've got a friend in tke business."* 

0800 74 2000 
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Rate rise worries leave 
City investors on edge 


CITY investors are bracing 
themselves for a rise of up to 
half a point in interest rates 
within the next few days after 
Gordon Brown's first Budget 
as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

As a result. Government 
securities suffered falls of al¬ 
most E 3 4 last night and share 
prices are expected to open 
sharply lower this morning. 
Brokers are forecasting an 
initial fall of between 30 and 
50 points in the FTSE 100 
index, which closed last ntghL 
before the Chancellor sar 
down. 23.1 up at 4.751.4. 

City economists were 
agreed that the numbers failed 
to add up. They say the 
Chancellor had not raised 
enough to carry our his poli¬ 
cies and to deter consumers 
from spending less. 

Now everything depends on 
Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, and his 
independent economic com¬ 
mittee. He is likely to tackle 
the problem of growing infla¬ 
tion in the traditional manner 
— by raising rates. 

Richard Jeffrey, chief econo¬ 
mist at Charterhouse mer¬ 
chant bank, is forecasting a 
half-point rise and warns they 
will continue to rise. He is 
forecasting base rates of 8 per 
cent by the year end. 

British Telecom, up 7'jp at 
457' 2 p, was relieved that the 
windfall tax on its profits will 
be lower than expected and 
should go sharply better this 
morning. The company says 
its portion of the windfall tax 
will be £504 million. Some 
reports had forecast a hit of as 
much as £1 billion. The com¬ 
pany said it would not be 
pursuing its challenge to the 
tax in the European courts. 

Last month. Sir Iain 
Vallance. BTs chairman, said 
he "owed it to shareholders" to 
take legal action if he consid¬ 
ered the tax onerous. Yester¬ 
day he said he saw no 
justification for taxing BT in 
this way. The City expects BT 
shares to continue rising this 
morning. 

The one-off tax on the water 
and electricity sectors could 
have been much higher, ana¬ 
lysts said. The electricity com¬ 
panies are to pay £2.1 billion, 
which is lower than expected, 
while the water companies 
will pay £1.65 billion, which 
was in line with most fore¬ 
casts. Water shares were firm 
last night, bur closed below 
their best of the day. They are 
nor expected to make much 
headway today. Anglian Wat- 



Shares in Imperial Tobacco and GaUaher dipped 


er finished J3*2p firmer at 
709p. Severn Trent 29p higher 
at 839p, South West Water 
21'zp. better at 78!p, and 
Thames 12p stronger at 740p. 

Electricity shares could take 
off. Nigel Hawkins, of 
Yamaichi international, said: 
"I think the market will be 
pleased. There is a dear 
number there and it has 
removed the uncertainty. This 
will lure back long-term inves¬ 


tors." Last night losses were 
seen in Scottish Power. Ibp at 
3ti7p, Southern Electric. I5p 
at 436 , 2p. PowerGen 5‘zp at 
729‘jp. and National Power. 
8p at 534p. while British 
Energy firmed ‘ 2 p to 149p. 

Rail track eased 3 ! zp to 
652p. The company estimates 
that its share of the windfall 
tax will be an estimated £165 
million. A spokesman 
described the burden as “man- 


TOBACCO COMPANIES TAKE SILK CUT 
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TOBACCO shares dosed 
mixed, with BAT Indus¬ 
tries up 3'ap at 549 l 2 p. 
while GaUaher shed 5'ap 
at 272'ip and Imperial 
Tobacco 4'zp at 381 * 2 p. 
The I9p rise in a packet of 
20 cigarettes was expected. 

Tomorrow a judge is 
expected to be appointed 
to hear the first case 
brought by a smoker 
against British tobacco 
companies. The action will 
not affect BAT. which does 
not sell cigarettes in this 
country. 

The case follows similar 
actions brought by smok¬ 
ers and state health au¬ 


thorities in the US. These 
cases were settled after the 
companies agreed to pay 
£225 bUlion over 25 years. 
Investors fear a similar 
outcome in Europe. 

But Jonathan Fdi at 
Merrill Lynch, the broker, 
says a final result is some 
way off: "The plaintiffs face 
a tough job of winning (he 
case. The tobacco com¬ 
panies are very good at 
making their case". 

He says a condusion to 
the case is still a long way 
off. “Public and politcal 
attitudes to the tobacco 
companies are not the same 
here as in the US." 
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ageahle" and said the com¬ 
pany remained committed to 
its investment programme. 

A rise in interest rates now 
seems on the cards and this, 
combined with the pound’s 
relentless rise against the 
mark, is expected to be bad 
news for manufacturers and 
exporters. Those most likely to 
be affected are GKN, down 
lip at £10.0S'2, LocasVarity. 
3'ap off at 208p. Rolls-Royce 
*zp firmer at 235'ip, British 
Aerospace, down 20p at 
£13.06' 2 . and GEC 'zp better 
at 360p. 

Grand Metropolitan fin¬ 
ished I2 l zp higher at 610p, 
with Guinness, its proposed 
merger partner putting on Up 
at 6IOp. Both sides met 
LVMH. Guinness’s associate 
in Paris, yesterday to discuss 
objections it has to the merger. 
Bernard Arnault says he plans 
to detail in writing his specific 
proposals on the deal. 

The ip rise in duly on a pint 
and 19p on a bottle of spirits 
came as no surprise and will 
not take effect until January, 
next year anyway. Bass dosed 
last night 14p higher at 759p. 
J D Wetherspoon 12'zp better 
at £13.75. while Allied 
Domecq was 8p off at 427p. 

□ GILT-EDGED: The pros¬ 
pect of an imminent rise in 
interest rates in the wake of 
the Budget proposals left the 
longer end of the market 
nursing falls stretching to £ 3 4. 

The Bank of England fol¬ 
lowed it up by announcing 
that (wo double-gilt auctions, 
sheduled for the third and 
fourth quarter of the year, had 
been made single offerings, 
while the auctions sheduled 
for August and February, next 
year, had been cancelled. The 
Bank said the reduction in the 
PSBR meant the Government 
need not raise so much money. 

Steve Scott, gilt analyst at 
Dresdner Klein wort Benson, 
the broker, said shorter dated 
issues had been undermined 
by the prospect of dearer 
money, while longs had taken 
the view not enough money 
had been raised for Govern¬ 
ment coffers, creating prob¬ 
lems longer-term. 

In the futures pit the Sep¬ 
tember series of the long gilt 
fell £ 3 '32 to ElLV'iz as the 
total number of contracts com¬ 
pleted reached 100.000. 

□ NEW YORK: Blue chips 
drifted in somewhat cautious 
trade as Federal Reserve poli¬ 
cymakers meL By midday the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
was down 23.08 points at 
7,699.25. 
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Good for the Averages 


FOR all his stern warnings about the need to 
underpin consumer spenning with industrial 
growth, the Chancellor did little to punish Mr 
and Mrs Average for their recent shopping 
spree. The corporate sector is paying for the 
Labour Government's first Budget and mis 
morning the market will be demanding 
another interest rate rise ro curb spending. 

The Government is taking a net £3.4 bulion 
from the investment pool: companies are 
being allowed to retain some £2 billion in 
profits, while £5.4 billion is being dawed back 
from pension funds by abolishing the 
dividend tax credit No one quite knows how 
the funds will react to this change to their ash 
flow, but it could require- an immediate 
injection of £1 billion into pension funds and a 
search for alternative sources of investment 
income. Victims are likely to be large 


industrial companies with mature pension 
schemes, such as British Steel, I Cl. Bnush 
Airways, I Varity. BT an d Bri tish 
Aerospace. These are curious targets for 
punishment by a Government keen on 
manufacturing and investment but the other 
Budget victims were more predictable. 

Tbe water companies have been cl obber ed 
with the useful device of applying an arbitrary 
valuation multiple to their profits. Having 
deckled that businesses were sold loo cheaply by 
tiie Tories, the Government has been beavering 
away calculatin g their true value, which hey 
presto! — tums out to be nine time their 
average earnings. Therefore water companies 
do badly and BAA and BTdo well- Easily done; 
but the harm done ty the strong pound wftl-be 
less quick to cure. Gordon Brown promised not 
to hurt Mr and Mrs Average. He may regret iL 


Burford 

LIKE a boomerang, the 
Trocadero is bade to bother 
Burford, which had previ¬ 
ously spun off the trouble¬ 
some building and its sister, 
the London Pavilion, as an 
asset-backed leisure com¬ 
pany. Recounting the litany 
of the Tree's woes has almost 
become a ritual, from the 
abortive development 
planned by Electricity Sup¬ 
ply Nominees in the 1970s to 
Brent Walker and finally the 
disastrous ambitions of Pow¬ 
er Corporation. 

Of course, Burford has 
actually made money out of 
the Tree, at least on paper. 
The problem is bow to 
realise the £50 million-plus 
valuation gain now that the 
freeholds have reverted back 
to iL The deal has a certain 
logic for tbe Troc Burford 
shed die building as a leisure 
business because die sup¬ 


posed earnings power of 
Sega world and. later. Enid 
Blyton were not fully valued 
within fee geared balance 
sheet of a property company. 
Selling the freeholds gives 
Trocadero cash to invest and 
removes the distraction of 
running two • huge 
properties. 

Unfortunately, the deal 
has little logic for Burford. 


Hie Troc and the London 
Pavilion will account for 
about a third of Burford’s 
portfolio, but will lag far 
behind in growth'terms. It 
must be galling for fee 
property company to have to 
fork out £210 mQUoa for two 
properties that have seen 
their best growth. BuL in 
troth, there can have been 
few buyers at this price. 


OUT OF HOCK TO THE TROC 
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Bunzl 

TH E acquisition of American 
Filtrona by Bunzl had been 
long over due. Bunzl has 
been eyeing up its US rival 
for the past five years 
because it nghtly sees the two 
businesses as fitting weB 
together. They were both 
developed by members of the 
Bunzl family after their flight 
from German-occupied Aus¬ 
tria in the 1940s. 

Bunzl — the company — 
and American Filtrona were 
built up simultaneously and 
along similar lines on differ¬ 
ent sides of the Atlantic. 
Today they compete head on. 
using the same name. 
Filtrona. By combining the 
two operations, they will 
improve their marketing by 
uniformly selling as Filtrona. 
Although a relatively small 
benefit the improvement will 
be instantaneous. 

Other rationalisations are 
to follow. The deal will be 
earnings enhancing next 
year. Bunzl expects an extra 
0.75p earnings per share in 


1998. Tbe rally reason the 
deal will not enhance earn¬ 
ings this year is a delay in 
achieving regulatory approv¬ 
al until October. Last month, 
the deal appeared to have hit 
the racks. Yesterday's agree¬ 
ment is good news for Bund's 
investors. 

Bakyrchik Gold 

IT HAS BEEN thrills and 
spills all the way forinvestprs 
in Bakyrchik Gold, but the 
company’s short stock mar¬ 
ket career is now drawing to 
a close. After numerous de¬ 
lays. technical setbacks and 
cash shortages, the company 
has finally lost control of the 
Kazakhstan gold mine that 
drew it to the market in the. 
first place. It will no longer 
quality for a full listing, and 
investors must hope the stock 
can secure a new home — 
though Toronto or Vancou¬ 
ver may be a better choice 
than the AIM for the mine's 
new Canadian backers. 

Investors cannot say that 
they were not warned. As the 


company’s prospectus ac-. 
know!edged four years ago, 
die Bakyrchik mine is 150 
miles from a former nudear 
test site for the Soviet Union, 
and initially lacked interna¬ 
tional telecoms links. 
Mineworkers had the use of 
a vodka room in place of a 
vending machine, and were 
culturally disinclined to use 
. their initiative or take respon¬ 
sibility. As if these were not 
warnings enough, Bakyr- 
chik's two founder, share¬ 
holders bailed out within a 
year of the 1993 flotation. 

In spite of all the mistakes, 
the Bakyrchik mine still lodes 
a potential treasure trove. Al¬ 
though Bakyrchik is in no 
position to debate the issue. 
Indochina Goldfields has still 
agreed to a price that effect¬ 
ively values the mine at $100 
million. It is easy to snipe at 
Bakyrchik, given the mining 
company’s almost absurd 
history, but stock markets do 
have a role in financing such 
high-risk projects. 

Edited by Carl Mortismed 
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get rtowr with, as my dentist used 

to say as he grouad my teeth. And 

rt is important: the news which 
«us column fears could cause 
furrowed brows all over the world 
long after we have adjusted our- 
• ™«Brown. In 11 words, it looks 
as it commodity prices are set to 
nse again. 

. , ^ to rise? Metal prices have in 
&ct C*™ .rising strongly for 
months: in dollar teiras, 
ahimiiwum is up 22 per cent from 
. . its re cent low, zinc 31 per cent, 
copper 26 per cent; and nickel 20 
per cent. But only the producers 
care much. Crude racial prices are 
atiny dement in the index; and in 
this country the rise in sterling has 
partly masked worid prices 


news, some bad news 


(though; if Brown follows the 
advice he B getting fthm the likes 
of British Sted, thqr vrill be 
unmasked, again soon). Oil is 
more important—more than 3 per 
cent of total costs — and that too 
looks to be on. a stronger trend, 
strong enough, perhaps, to reverse 
its recent 20 per cent fall. 

But foodIs the big one, foe 
major item in family budgets. The 
Sinister news- here is an ocean 
away — the reappearance, earlier 
than expected, of El Nino*, a warm 
sea current along the Pacific coast 
of South America. The impact on 


might take in your stride with a ■ 
sympathetic shrug; bat El Nino 


also seems to upset the weather 
worldwide. Its last major appear¬ 
ance was in 1991-92: and then, as 
Stephen Lewis of London Bond 
Broking reminds us, wheat prices 
rose 17 percent 
It would have been more had ft 
not been for the vast US strategic 
grain reserve (1 visited New 
Oripns about that time, and die 
grain barges lined tbc Mississippi 
four abreast as far as the eye could 
see). Not by 1994. when El Nina 
came back more mildly. Without 
that supply cushion, prices took 
oil Wheat rose 70 per cent, maize 
90 per cent, and soybeans 25 per 
cent. Although stocks have recov¬ 
ered a bit since then, and the EU 
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abandonment of set-aside looks 
very timely, prices could again be 
highly sensitive to a poor world 
harvest 

Investors can position them¬ 
selves: buy commodity futures. 


and go longer in bonds. The last 
time round, the Fed raised short 
rates sharply and managed to 
contain inflation — and we might 
expect monetary authorities every¬ 
where to follow that successful 
example. 

If prices are led by oil (pro¬ 
voked. perhaps, by Saddam Hus¬ 
sein in his new attempted jihad), 
this would deepen the ban’s 
existing dilemma: the pound 
lends to rise with oil, and it is 
already too high. A matter, surely, 
of keeping a step behind the pack. 

But fiscal policy is a dilemma 
for everyone. The fundamental 
problem: should policy aim to 
reinforce right monetary policy in 


restraining demand, and so pre¬ 
vent a bulge in inflation? Or 
should it onset the deflationary 
result of higher import prices 
(which suck demand out of the 
economy), and so protect employ¬ 
ment? We tried both in the first oil 
crisis, and got the worst of all 
worlds — global inflation and a 
near-slump. 

We tightened both strings after 
19S9. and got a world recession, 
and a near collapse in Japan. And 
this time, it may all happen in the 
run-up to the euro, with polity 
paralysis across the Channel. 

The instinct of the politicians 
mil be to huddle together in 
meetings, in the name of a co- 
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orriinated response: it would be 
hard to devise any more effective 
way of making the worst of a bad 
job. The normal result of such 
efforts (see above) is that we all 
make the same mistake at the 
same time, which only amplifies 
the bad effects. 

Much better: stay at home, and 
let each country make its own 
mistake, hoping that on the global 
scale, they will cancel each other 
out. But real-life politicians can¬ 
not stomach such agreements to 
disagree. They need to be seen to 
be trying to do something. 

As an immediate response, only 
one helpful possibility suggests 
itself. When you have finished 
sticking pins into your wax Chan¬ 
cellor tonight, say a prayer for 
better weather — especially along 
the Pacific coast of South 
America. 
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minister prepares to 
r fat cats on a diet 


’V w 


Valerie Elliott 

meets the man 
charged with 
: > implementing 
rj labour’s 
M windfall tax 




• "W" "V" e is one minister who can 

■ 1 guarantee finding favour 

.. I 1 in Whitehall because he 
JL -A. signs expenses cheques 
for dvil servants. The Paymaster- 
General is a curious title and Geof¬ 
frey Robinson is dearly amused by it 
He also recognises foe irony that 
Tony Blair has appointed a multimil¬ 
lionaire MP to lake charge of foe 
nation's chequebook. 

: Mr Robinson has not yet been 
formally sworn in to the post and far 
the moment this is cine area of the 
national finances wherethe Conser¬ 
vatives still hold s>yay — foe cheques 
are still being signed by David 
Wflktls, the farmer Paymaster-Gen- . 
era! who resigned from the Conserva¬ 
tive Government for “dissembling". 

Mr Robinson is not at all per¬ 
turbed: “I have signed too many 
cheques in my lifetime already." . 

The new Treasury Minister is 
rather a rarespea^mJjdxnir.fenmi 
He has not only been a Labour MP 
for over 20 years but hair experience 
of industry at foe highest level. — he : 
was chief executive of Jaguar cars at. 
33 — and has since built up a 
personal fortune of at least £30 
million. He joined the ranks of the 
seriously rich wbeo he built up 
TransTec. the high-tech manufactur¬ 
ing company that was successfully 
floated in 199L He later purchased 
The New Statesman. '■ 

■ Then there are his five houses — a 
Mayfair penthouse, a Lutyens man¬ 
sion near Goldalming, Surrey,. 
another Lutyens house being re¬ 
stored by the River Test in Hamp¬ 
shire. a home in Cannes, and a villa 
in Tuscany, his best known and 
. favourite property, which he lent to 
the Blairs for their summer holiday 
last year. He will lend ii to them 
again this year. 

After yesterday's Budget, however, 
Mr Robinson hopes to be more 
widely associated with his role in 
tackling the "fiat cats" from the 
privatised utilities. It is his job to 
implement the windfall tax arid it is ' 
dear that he relishes foe prospect. 

He also believes that it is a policy 
that has won friends in'business. He 
knows plenty of people who are rich 
and run successful companies but 
they hare never been cushioned with ■ 
the guarantee of easy profits and 
y salary bonuses. They detest the “fat 
J cats" as much as the man in foe 
street. Mr Robinson is determined 
that the Labour Government will not 
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Geoffrey Robinson works extra hours at the office to avoid taking work, home in a ministerial red box 


allow anyone else to have such easy 
money. If the Government does 
approve some future privatisations, 
he cautioned, “they are certainly not 
going to have this unbridled licence 
for people, to make themselves very 
wealthy in a short period of time. We 
will have to ensure that any future 
terms are not open to this sort of 
abuse. 

"I think theTreasury should have 
had more of a say in what went on In 
these companies. 1 think many of the 
companies were sold loo cheaply, 
they were too laxly regulated and 
scone sops should have been taken to 
limit the extent of individual benefits 
to directors." Mr Robinson has 


already been identified as the man 
who mil have the most influence on 
- Labours industrial policy. He side¬ 
steps the accolade, but acc ep ts that an 
. important part of his job is to "keep 
the Treasury in the real world" He 
hopes that his experience in manufac¬ 
turing and industry will help him to 
influence Treasury officials, who, 
however able and distinguished, do 
not have experience of the real worid 
of manufacturing and industry. 

His influence has already been 
apparent in the businessmen ap¬ 
pointed by Tony Blair and the 
Chancellor to various task forces. It is 
Mr Robinson who has been coming 
up with the names. He is also heavily 


Warburg win 


IT NEVER rains but it pours for 
NatWest Markets. The eagerly- 
awaited Extol survey of investment 
analysts has NatWest Securities top¬ 
pled from top place by SBC Warburg, 
in both the All Sectors League and in 
UK Sectors. The awards were given 
out by Maijorie Scardino, chief 
executive of Pearson, at Guildhall 
yesterday. Coming up fast on the 
inside is Merrill Lynch, third in All 
.Sectors from sixth place last year . 

1 - The results represent a welcome 
return to form for Warburgs, which 
until last year was five years in the 
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“iTn cutting up my Which? 
magazine as Frano longer 
going to useit" 


top slot. Some comfort for NatWest 
Fergus MacLeod, the oil man there, 
stays as capo di capi among individ¬ 
ual analysts. And NatWest beat both 
Warburgs and Merrills in' a new 
league table for research of - pan- 
European sectors. _ 

- As a sly side-swipe, the survey of 
fund managers’ finds that the two 
houses foal are seen as focusing most 
on research for institutional clients— 
the people one assumes they should 
be working for — are Dresdner 
Klein wort Benson and HSBC James 
Capel. By contrast, Goldman Sachs's 
research is mainly driven by corpo¬ 
rate deals, it. seems. • 

The awards are always a nerve- 
racking affair: the mad dash for the 
documents, the anxious knots of 
people gathered around them — just 
like waiting for your exam results, 
but with no long holiday to look 
forward to afterwards. It was made 
more fraught by foe Budget, which 
meant all had to leave early — and ty 
foe jobsworth ar Guildhall who 
locked foe cloakrooms, so preventing 
anyone who had deposited briefcases 

and wanted to leave early from dong 

so. Thanks a tot 

• Easy Eider lives. Contrary to re¬ 
ports. elsewhere* David Crossland, 
the chairman and founder of Hob¬ 
day firm Airtours. is not about to re¬ 
locate to California, even if he has a 
home there.. He mil not, therefore, 
have more time to fulfil one of tus 


involved in the Welfare to Work 
proposals and has set about rescuing 
the Private Finance Initiative. He 
believes that if it works properly and 
can deliver value-for-money it can 
help to transform the country's 
schools, hospitals and prisons. 

For all his wealth and influence, 
Mr Robinson has his feet firmly on 
the ground — when he is not working 
out ar the Grosvenor House gym 
where his nightly "brisk walking" 
target is three miles during the week 
and five miles at weekends. 

' He has given up the ministerial 
salary that goes with his job but 
continues to collect his £43,000-a-year 
MP*s pay. He was unhappy thai this 


Poachers may make very good game¬ 
keepers; but gamekeepers should not 
consider taking up poaching. 


SIB-suited 
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lifelong ambitions, either. The man 
who looks like a mild-mannered 
trainspotter and runsAirtours with a 
rod of steel has long dreamt of tour¬ 
ing the length of the Patific Coastal 
Highway on a Hari ey-D avid son. 

No poaching 

RUMOURS that Sir Andrew Urge, 
retiring head of the Securities and In¬ 
vestments. Board, might have been 
approached to run NatWest Markets 
m the absence of Martin Owen are 
well wide of foe marie. No approach 
has been made, I understand, and 
nor would one be welcomed. Sir An¬ 
drew apparently takes the view that it 
would be difficult to swap a job in 
which he was being required to 
launch an investigation into an org¬ 
anisation for one running it. Com¬ 
mon |ense, if you think about it 


WHILE we are on the subject my 
suggestion that Kenneth Jordan, 
head or the highly successful Knight 
Williams action group, might be an 
ideal person to represent small inves¬ 
tors on the planned super-SIB City 
regulator, has sparked an unexpect¬ 
ed reaction. It has prompted Jordan 
to stand for just such a post once he 
has worked out how. “I know what's 
going on. and if I can persuade the 
powers that be to invite me onto the 
SLB board, it will be in the interests of 
all small investors. At the moment we 
only knew what the regulators want 
us to, and we are disadvantaged." 

On the ball 

GREAT excitement at theTreasury a 
few days back. Geoffrey Robinson, 
the Paymaster-General, was hopping 
from foot to foot about a fax he was 
expecting. Straight to him, no deiays, 
enormous importance. Staff were 
agog. Some Budget bombshell? It 
arrived, pretty well labelled “Top 
Secret”. Somebody sneaked a look. It 
was the fixtures fist for the next sea-" 
son's games at Coventry City Foot¬ 
ball Club, of which Robinson is a 
keen fan. 


• 1 AM not at all sure that / believe Baroness matcher Japanese 
this but it seems the Thatcher Revo- protesters want a refund on the 
lution has fy^ something of a con - $150,000 she^vas paid to lecture 


T hatwas also an opportunity 
to catch up with his son. 
Alexander, who is taking a 
year out travelling in Africa. 
Veronique, the daughter, who is an 
accountant at Coopers & Lybrand, 
completes the close family, and Mr 
Robinson dearly believes that it is a 
badge of some credit that both hfs 
children are Labour Party 
supporters. 

Mr Robinson became involved in 
the Labour Party when he was 
studying at Yale. He was inspired by 
Jack Kennedy and when Harold 
Wilson visited Yale he met the young 
Robinson and said he was looking for 
bright young men to join the Labour 
Party. 

It is dear that Mr Robinson is 
similarly enthused by new Labour 
and Blair's Britain. The atmosphere 
reminds him of the Kennedy days. 

"Tony Blair is setting a very 
modem prime ministerial style and I 
think that accurately reflects the 
extraordinary strong personality that 
he is. It really is genuine. The other 
night he came in to a series of Gordon 
Brown's receptions, there he was 
with his coat over his shoulder. He is 
very natural and he has struck a 
chord and people are responding to 
it-" 

This was probably why he joined in 
the defiant stand by the Chancellor to 
turn up at the black-tie Mansion 
House dinner in a lounge suit 
He appeared to be embarrassed by 
the stunt and said: "Gordon was nor 
going in black tie and so I didn't... 
I've got a black jacket and it still fits 
me after 30 years." He seemed 
unsure if he would repeat the gesture. 


sumer backlash in the northern Jap¬ 
anese city of Sendai A group of ag¬ 
grieved residents are suing the 
council, and demanding that the 
mayor sacks four town hall officials. 
Their complaint is the $150J000 the 
council paid to Lady Thatcher to de¬ 
liver a two-hour lecture last year. Yes, 
that was $150j000 and. yes . two 
hours. Presumably not in Japanese 
either because 1 don't believe that the 
Iron Lady has added the language to 
her many accomplishments, so few 
may have understood her anyway. 
The action group insists the bill con¬ 
stitutes “irrational spending " and 
wants the authorities to seek a re¬ 
fund. Dream on. 


Martin Waller 
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Bonus is all in the Boots budget 


had got into the press, but did nor 
mind talking about iL "I volunteered 
it to Gordon and said I would be very 
happy to do this if it would help the 
Government.” 

He also thought twice about ac¬ 
cepting his state car — a red Ford 
Mondeo estate — and government 
driver. After many years in the motor 
industry, cars are a passion for Mr 
Robinson, who is the proud owner of 
two Daimlers. He admitted that he 
had been tempted to use his own car 
and chauffeur but did not wish to 
upstage the Chancellor. "J did not 
think it would be well viewed by my 
colleagues. Perhaps at some future 
date 1 might change my mind." 

He was more assertive in challeng¬ 
ing one of the shibboleths in White¬ 
hall: he has refused to take home a 
red box with overnight work. "I was 
determined not to be snowed under 
by the thine. So many ministers have 
said it ruined their normal life.” 

Instead, he — and his private office 
— are putting in more hours at the 
Treasury to compensate. It meant 
that last weekend as the finishing 
touches were being made to the 
Budget, Mr Robinson was able to fly 
to Cairo to see his wife, Marie Elena 
Giorgio, the Italian opera singer, 
perform Amelia in Verdi's Vn Ballo 
in Maschera. 


From D. H. Rhoades and 
D. H. Marcus 

Sir, Your article ("Boors direc¬ 
tors awarded E60C.000 in bonus 
scheme", June 26) implies that 
the Boots short-term bonus 
scheme is inappropriate and not 
in the best interest of sharehold¬ 
ers because it provides a modest 
payout for performance at 95 
per cent of budget. This inter¬ 
pretation is far from the truth. 
We know because we helped to 
design the plan. 

The article suggests that no 
company should pay bonuses 
for performance below budget, 
because budget represents “do¬ 
ing your job". Yet over one in 
three companies in the UK 
begin bonus payouts below 
budgeted performance, while in 
the US this figure is much 
higher. Are all these companies 
doing their shareholders a dis¬ 
service? Clearly not. The real 
question is how aggressive is 
foe underlying budget and how 
sensitive is the total remunera¬ 
tion package to performance 
and to increases in shareholder 
value. It may be more appropri¬ 
ate to pay for slightly missing 
an aggressive budget than for 
exceeding a "soft" budget 

Moreover the practice of es¬ 
tablishing budget as foe "line of 
demarcation'' for bonuses can 
have negative implications for 
foe business and for sharehold¬ 
ers. It encourages game playing 
and conservative or negotiated 
budgets, ft may lead to short¬ 
term actions given the pressure 


Ban system falls short 

From Mr Nigel Wilkins 
Sir, I welcome the commit¬ 
ment shown by Nigel Grif¬ 
fiths. Consumer Affairs 
Minister, to curb the activities 
of unscrupulous company di¬ 
rectors (“Cowboy directors 
under fire", June 6). 

However, unlike him, I 
doubt whether the current 
director disqualification pro¬ 
cedures are adequate for foe 
task. Even taking account of 
the recent increase in foe 
number of disqualifications, 
the total remains very small in 
relation to the large volume of 
adverse reports sent to foe 
DTI by company liquidators. 

There remain a number of 


to cross the budget hurdle and 
be “in foe money". 

Phy excesses do occur and 
should be visible in foe press. 
Boots clearly is not one of foe 
excesses. The company goes 
through a rigorous planning 
process resulting in aggressive 
manual profit objectives that, 
contrary to our experience 
with many companies; is by 
no means a guarantee. In 
addition, the company takes 
seriously foe abjective of link¬ 
ing pay directly to perfor¬ 
mance. Most importantly. 
Boots is widely recognised as a 
top performer. Based on a 
19% SCA stud}’. Bools consis¬ 
tently has outperformed other 
UK retailers in returns to 
shareholders, while building a 
strong reputation for employ¬ 
ee relations and community 
investment. 

Yes. Boots does provide for 
modest bonuses for achieving 
95 per rent of foe company's 
profit objectives (as long as 
profit exceeds prior year re¬ 
sults. otherwise no bonus is 
payable). However, few inves¬ 
tors would take issue wifo 
such payments given the ag¬ 
gressiveness of foe budgets, 
foe company's performance 
culture and the company's 
recent performance. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID H. RHOADES and 
DANIEL H. MARCUS. 
Directors of SCA Consulting, 
Wellington House, 

125 Strand, WC2. 


difficulties in obtaining a dis¬ 
qualification order in court 
These problems could be over¬ 
come by the automatic dis¬ 
qualification of directors in 
certain dearly defined circum¬ 
stances, eg. conviction for 
fraud or theft or persistent 
failure to submit company 
accounts on time. 

There must also be a limit to 
the number of companies that 
any one individual is allowed 
to fail. Even if bad luck is foe 
cause, there is no reason why 
innocent creditors should con¬ 
tinue to share in the bad luck 
of certain individuals. 

Yours faithfully. 

NIGEL WILKINS, 

S Petersham House. 
Harrington Road, SW7. 
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Lexmark Printers. So good, 
you'll want to stay together foreuer. 

Unbeatable performance. Amazing Hexibfity. Unprecedented savings. 


Thanls to a number of easing 
innovations, our Optra S 
lamty non out-peri orms 
every other range ot printers 
on the market. 

Every Optra S printer boasts 
1200dpi as standard, offering 
the highest levefc of outpis 
puafiy. And whether siand- 
alone or network ready, each 
printer provides blazing 
performance with 12, IS or 
24 ppm printing speeds. 

Now you can slash paper 
costs with mudHjp and 
duplex printing, save on pre¬ 
printed tarns with Bleemmic 
printer storage and mtamfee 
end-user support costs with 
MaricVsion, our network 
prate management software. 


Fill in this coupon, or call us flow on 01628 481500 to find out 
more about Lexmark printers. 

Atteratlvefcta us on 01628 <81894 or e-mail ns at 
paririnsoetexmartxon 
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Fyffesin 
Ir£22m 
Dutch buy 

Ifyffes. the Irish fruit 
distributor, is to pay 
lr£22-2 million to take full 
control of Velleman &Tas, 
a Dutch banana company. 

It has been a sharehold¬ 
er in the Dutch company 
for three years and is now 
taking control of the 50 per 
ant it does not own. 

Eyffes reported a 2.6 per 
cent fail in pre-tax profits 
to IrE2(k2 million in the six 
months to April 30. due to 
lower selling prices be¬ 
cause of market oversup- 
ply. The interim dividend 
was Ir057p (Ir052p). 

Vega slips 

Vega, the software systems 
group, suffered a 55 per 
cent fall in pre-tax profits 
for the year to March 30 to 
£3.26 million. Earnings 
fel] to 135p a share from 
l&2p. An unchanged final 
dividend of 35p will be 
paid on September 5. lift¬ 
ing the total to 5.4lp from 
5.25p previously. 

SIG expands 

SIG. the insulation distrib¬ 
utor. is paying £36 million 
for three businesses in 
Britain and America. The 
roofing products division 
or Asphaltic Roofing Sup¬ 
plies, with 50 UK outlets, 
was acquired for £25 mil¬ 
lion. Distribution Interna¬ 
tional and Branton Indus¬ 
tries operate on the US 
Gulf Coast. 



Anthony Habgood, left with David Williams, Bunzl managing director, were approached by Filtrona shareholders 


Bunzl to 
reunite 
branches 

By Oliver August 

BUNZL, the manufacturer of 
cigarette filters, has agreed to 
buy American Filtrona (AFC), 
a competitor, for $178 million. 
The deal brings together the 
two branches of the Bunzl 
family whose century-old 
packaging empire was split 
when the Jewish family left 
Austria after the Goman 
Anschluss in 1938. 

Most family members fled to 
Britain where they set up 
Bunzl, which trades as Filtrona 
around the world except in 
America where Robert Burn! 
founded American Filtrona. 

Bunzl was approached ear¬ 
lier this year by Waiter Bunzl. 
Robert Bunzi’s son and a 
major shareholder in Ameri¬ 
can Filtrona. The other major 
shareholder, Rudolph Bunzl, 
Robert Bund's other son, also 
agreed to sell his stake. 

Anthony Habgood, . the 
Bunzl chairman, said: “AFC is 
an excellent fit with Bunzl and 
this acquisition is in the best 
interest of both companies." 

Tempus, page 32 



Cinven to form largest private 
hospitals group with £lbn deal 
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By Paul Durmaim 

CINVEN, the investment firm 
that used to be part of the 
British Coal pension fund 
manager, is poised to create 
Britain's largest private hospi¬ 
tal group after a ELI billion 
deal with Compagnie Gen¬ 
erate des Eaux. the French 
utility conglomerate. 

Cinven is acquiring General 
Healthcare Group, which em¬ 
ploys 6,000 people at 37 hospi¬ 
tals in England, as part of die 


purchase of Generate des 
Earned hospital division. This 
also includes Compagnie 
Generate de Sante. the largest 
private hospital group in 
France which has a total of 98 
hospitals and 9,000 employ¬ 
ees. Cinven claimed that the 
deal is the largest manage¬ 
ment buyout in Europe this 
decade. 

Simon Rowlands, a director 
of Cinven. said the investment 
firm intends to combine Gen¬ 
eral Healthcare with Amicus 


Healthcare, a 15 hospital busi¬ 
ness that Cinven bought in 
December 1995. 

With combined sales of 
about £330 million, the en¬ 
larged business will overtake 
Bupa as the largest private 
hospital and healthcare pro¬ 
vider. 

Mr Rowlands said the 
merger of Amicus and Gener¬ 
al Healthcare could take place 
before the end of the year. He 
said: "We will have a business 
that will be substantial and 


eminently floatable.” Cinven 
intends to run Generate de 
Sante separately, recognising 
the very different French 
market 

G6n£rale des Eaux is retain¬ 
ing a 20 per cent stake in 
Generate de Same, which is 
four times bigger than its 
nearest rival. 

Although the French busi¬ 
ness is larger, it is less 
profitable and accounts for 
only about £500 million of the 
total £1.1 billion of funding. Mr 


Kalamazoo finds £1.2m black hole 


By Fraser Nelson 

KALAMAZOO, the computer 
services and printing group in 
talks with potential bidders, 
has found a £1-2 million black 
hole in the books of its 
accounting software division. 
The company, which sells 


specialised book-keeping soft¬ 
ware to motor dealers, blamed 
the loss on unnamed manag¬ 
ers who keyed in phantom 
profits to cover up disappoint¬ 
ing trading results and have 
since been dismissed. 

Robert Jordan, chairman, 
said the fraud was an isolated 


exercise and did not involve 
embezzlement The write¬ 
down reduced pre-tax profits 
to £3.88 million (£5.88 million) 
in the year to March 31. 
Earnings fell to 6.Sp a share 
.(102p). The total dividend 
rises to 4-25p (4.15p) with a 
final of 3.05p. Kalamazoo also 


announced a £3.4 million prof¬ 
it an the £125 million sale of its 
security printing division to 
Adare Printing Group. 

Although Lynx Holdings 
withdrew from takeover talks 
last month, Mr Jordan said 
that negotiations were taking 
place with other parties. 


Rowlands said a significant 
capita] expenditure pro¬ 
gramme was needed, and 
described the French invest¬ 
ment as “a five-year deal". 

In all, Cinven has invested 
about E225 million of equity in 
the two companies. 

ABN Amro is working with 
Cinven to find equity backers 
for Generate de Sante. Unusu¬ 
ally for the venture capital 
industry. Cinven was advised 
by NM Rothschild, which 
was instrumental in recruiting 
ABN Amro to the deal. 

General Healthcare has 26 
private acute hospitals with 
1.419 beds, and a further 11 
psychiatric hospitals with 
740 beds. It is profitable on 
turnover of about £250 
million. 

Generate des Eaux put its 
hospital division up for sale, 
having derided to move into 
the media. 

Last November Cinven 
raised its first independent 
fund of £300 million. 



Salisbury breweiy dosing 


GIBBS MEW. the Wiltshire 
brewer famous for its Bishop’s 
Tipple, yesterday announced 
the closure of its Salisbury 
brewery after 90 years (Domi¬ 
nic Walsh writes). 

The company.whose shares 
plummeted last December 
after a shock drop in interim 
profits, is to outsource produc¬ 
tion and packaging of its beers 


to Ushers of Trowbridge. Re¬ 
dundances are expected 
among the 21 staff affected. 

The announcement came as 
Gibbs Mew unveiled a drop in 
profits before tax and 
exceptional from £5.2 million 
to E3 million, in line with 
analysts' expectations. The fi¬ 
nal dividend is unchanged at 
6 p, making lOp for die year. 


Millennium forced 
to name new head 

MILLENNIUM & COPTHORNE HOTELS has been 
forced to appoint a new head after its first choice, John 
Wilson, became bogged down in contractual wranglmgs 
with his current employer, the Ladbroke subsdraiy 
Hilton International. The company announced yesterday 
that -John O’Shea would become managing director later 
this month. Mr O’Shea, a 26-year veteran of IntK^ 
Continental Hotels, is currently chief operating officer ot 
CDL Hotels International, the Singapore company that 
owns 55 per cent of Millennium. 

Mr Wilson’s resignation as chief operating officer of 
Hilton was confirmed in an internal Ladbroke memo 
three weeks ago, but his intended move to Millennium 
appears to have provoked fears that he might take with 
him his best staff and a number of hotel development 
opportunities. A spokeswoman for Mfllennium said: “Mr 
O'Shea was the best candidate." 

BG to expand in India 

BG, the former British Gas, is investing £37.3 million in 
India. The company is to acquire a 4451 per cent stake in 
Gujarat Gas Company from Mafatlal Industries and the 
Hindustan Oil Exploration company for £25.7 million. Under 
Indian takeover rales, it is also required to make a public 
tender for up to a further 20 per cent of Gujarat’s shares at an 
additional cost of £11.6 million. Gujarat’s sales last year were 
£19 million and net income was £45 million. 

EU fears Boeing deal 

THE European Union remains unmoved by US regulatory 
approval of the merger of Boeing and McDonnell Douglas. 
Under EU law. toe European Commission can block 
mergers, including those that involve non-European com¬ 
panies, if it feels that these will adversely affect fair trade 
within toe European Union. The EC has expressed concern 
about the huge market position of the new company 
emerging from toe $135 billion merger. 

Jury’s checks in 45% rise 

PRE-TAX profits of Jury’s, toe Irish hotel group, climbed 45 
per cent last year, helped by strong corporate and tourist 
demand. Profits rose from lr£951 million to Ir £13.82 million 
in the year to April 30 on turnover ahead 17 per cent to 
Ir£57.72 million. Jury’s has 15 hotels and inns across Ireland 
and Britain. New hotels were opened in Dublin, Limerick 
and Belfast. Average room rates rose 10 per cent said Jury's, 
with occupancy at between 75 per cent and 80 per cent. 

Ferguson chief resigns 

DAVID WATSON, drier executive of Ferguson International 
Holdings, resigned yesterday after only nine months in the 
. job. His resignation was announced as the labels company 
gave a profits warning, prompting its shares to fall 6p to 158p. 
Ferguson said relocation caused disruption at its plants at 
Pan Yu in China and Park Royal in the UK. Pre-tax profits 
for the six months to August 31 are now likely to be not less 
than £5 million, with maintained interim and final payouts. 

Matheson man fined 

THE- Securities a#d IjUtures Authority, (SFA). regulator of. 
brokers and futures dealers, has fined a broker’s client acc¬ 
ount manager over his investment strategy. Thomas Arthur, 
who managed the accounts of250 clients of Matheson Securi¬ 
ties. was fined £8.000 with costs of £4,673. The SFA said he 
used an investment strategy for two discretionary clients inv¬ 
olving frequent dealings which led to losses. Matheson was 
fined £15,000 with £7500 costs and £15,951 compensation. 

Norbain slides to £3.Sm 

NORBAIN, the closed-circuit television supplier, suffered a 
fall in pre-tax profits to £3.8 million, from £55 million, in the 
year to April 30. The fall reflects a charge of £953,000 for 
goodwill and other costs written off against the sale of 
AlarmExpress. its loss-making intruder alarm business. The 
sale to Gardiner Group is for a nominal sum but involves the 
buyer repaying E2.15 million of inter-company debt A prop¬ 
osed final dividend of 55p (5p) makes a total of 85p (75p). 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


Time to debate our treatment of R&D costs 
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F or as long as anyone can 
remember, British govern¬ 
ments have been worrying 
3 bom the country's relatively poor 
rec °ni of investment in research 
and development. Last week saw 
another batch of headlines with die 
publication of the DTTs seventh 
annual R&D scoreboard. The UK 
jopformance is not improving; 
ojfcleed, the gap between our 
R&D/saies ratio and that of other 
large industrialised countries Is 
gently widening. 

This political interest has been 
one of the reasons why R&D 
accounting has received consider¬ 
able interest in the standard setting 
era. However, it may be time for 
the accountants to move the goal¬ 
posts. At least that may be the 
view of some on reading this 
month the conclusion of the study 
by the Scottish Institute of Char¬ 
tered Accountants (ICAS) into 
R&D accounting. Its working par¬ 
ty has concluded that the existing 
accounting standard, SSAP13, 
originally issued in 1977 and 
, revised in 1989. should be whh- 
drawn and replaced with new 
rules. Under SSAP 13. all research 
expenditure is written off as in¬ 
curred and development costs are 
allowed (but not required) to be 


Isobel Sharp on the moment at which experiments 
come to an end and a bright idea becomes an asset 


deferred to future periods if speci¬ 
fied conditions are met 

The first change would be dial 
the focus should be on innovation, 
and not simply R&D. R&D is 
narrowly defined in SSAP13 and is 
associated with activities in scientif¬ 
ic and technical laboratories. While 
such activities are extremely impor¬ 
tant, what counts in successful 
companies is theability to innovate, 
to bring new products and services 
to the market 

The other major change 'would 
be for the UK to adopt one standard 
accounting treatment namely to 
require companies to write off 
expenditure up to a point but then 
to recognise as assets investment in 
new products or services that the 
companies intend to exploit com¬ 
mercially. That point in colloquial 
terms, is when experimentation 
stops and the commitment to 
launch is made. In accounting 
terms, it is the point at which an 
asset being “rights or other access 
to future economic benefits con¬ 
trolled by an entity as a result of 


Andersens to 
draw on 
lesson from 
thepast 


THE struggle over consensus 
and direction at Arthur Ander¬ 
sen is in danger of turning into 
a soap opera. Instead of The 
Archers, we tune into The 
Andersens. And the question 
is whether it is an everyday 
story of consulting folk or an 
everyday story of accounting 
folk. As one insider rather 
wearily put it this week, “this 
goldfish bowl approach does 
have its disadvantages". 

But seeing it as a drama 
makes a difference. Human 
drama is based on a few univ¬ 
ersal thanes. And they come 
round time after time. So it is 
with Andersens. The struggle 
between the two power bases 

' of consulting and accounting 
has come to a head once a 
■decade for 30 years. Doubt- 
•fess partners as yet unborn 
will be balding over similar 
issues deep in the next centu¬ 
ry. The current difficulties for 
the world's largest profession¬ 
al services organisation 
should be seen in that context 

And the insistence at Ander¬ 
sens that they resolve the 
issues through consensus, em¬ 
barrassingly public though 
that may sometimes be, is also 
nothing new. In 1979, Harvey 
Kapnick. then senior partner, 
decided virtually unilaterally 
that die consulting business 
should be split away. The 
partners 

rounded on , ^ 

him and ^EBi 

booted him 

out immed- M M 

lately. Then. jjft ^ 

as now, an SrafS* 

acting chair- 
man was inst- 

ailed. Four Wllj. 

months later 

berg was ’wgK,,' 

elected and 

steered the _ v 

organisation 
until 1989 

when the con- _ 

suiting busi- Hm 

ness did be- 

cornea separ- JJR 

ate arm and 
Larry Wein- 

bach was elected chief execut¬ 
ive. A good man to talk to in 
the current turmoil is Don 
Hanson. He was UK manag¬ 
ing partner from 1982 to 1989 
and then moved to New York 
to be Wembach’s right-hand 
pian. He retired from that job 

•I on Monday. He doesn't see 
the current difficulties,, with 
jjty successive nominations 
for Weinbach's successor hav¬ 
ing been snubbed by the 
overall partnership, as being 
anything like as bad as it was 

* in 1988. “Despite the current 
spat this is not 1988,” he said. 
-There is nothing like the 

■ unhappiness there was then." 

Then a similar solution to 
that proposed now was put 

■ forward. To resolve the curr¬ 
ent difficulties the chaiiman 
of die board of partners has 

t become acting chief executive. 
He will bold the fort while a 
yffiaTl group sort out the ot-gar 

■ nisational issues. Then, and 
only then, will Andersens ret¬ 
urn to the formal process of 
choosing a new chief execu¬ 
te So between now and next 
siting the issues of how to 
structure a lopsided business 

will have to be resolved, inclu¬ 
ding the turf wars between the 
consultancy arm and those in 
the accounting arm who are 


muscling in on the consultan¬ 
cy business, the problems of 
having roughly 1,000 consult¬ 
ancy partners puffing in more 
fee income than the L700 part¬ 
ners in the accountancy arm, 
and die Imbalance of voting 
power and revenue sharing 
that the partner imbalance 
inevitably creates. 

In 1988 a similar process 
took place. The key, in Han¬ 
son's view, was “the derision 
to lock the change manage¬ 
ment task force of younger 
partners in a room until they 
had solved the problems". 
The partners involved were 
not drawn from the manage¬ 
ment of the firm. “So they 
were not part of the problem." 
recalled Hanson, “but they 
were part of the solution and 
basically die firm and the 
board said‘let's doit separate 
the business units, separate 
revenues and separate gover¬ 
nance rules’.” And that aU 
held together for most of the 
next decade. Now they are 
having to do it again. 

The problem this time was 
that the firm tried to sort out 
the succession problems be¬ 
fore they sorted out the struc¬ 
tural problems. With die real 
issues between consultants 
and accountants unresolved, ! 
except for a desire to hold the 
business together, voting for 
the next chief 
executive was 
always going 
to follow par- 
■Nf^HuV ty lines. So 

W* neither the 

B first nomina- 

^ j, Jm tion. Jim 

3-S> o&F Wadia, the 

W Y) UK manag- 

ing partner, 
nor George 
»// Shaheen, the 

Wfir Andersen 

jy _ Consulting 

chief who 
was nominat- 
_ ed after 

Robert 

Bruce «**■ Hjm - 

—————— son's view the 

mistake was 
not to have nominated 
Shaheen first with Wadia to 
head the Andersens business 
unit That combination would 
have pulled in the votes. But 
the fear was that Shaheen 
would turn the firm into a 
huge consulting orga n isa t ion. 
“It would have been an ideal 
combination," said Hanson. 
“George is honest, like Larry, 
but George is brutally honest 
He tells you what he thinks 
about you there and then. Jim 
is a world-class manager. It 
would have been an ideal 
combination and Jim is what 
George needs." 

Maybe that combination 
will be the solution that comes 
about next spring. Mean¬ 
while, the world gapes open- 
mouthed as Andersens goes 
about its derision-making in 
the open. For Hanson, even 
that has advantages: "The 
previous impression was of us 
all marching to the same 
drumbeat bom someone 
pressing a button in Chicago." 
he said. Now no one can 
believe that “We don’t keep 
our partners ‘out of the loop’," 
he said. “Our cultural impera¬ 
tive is that we have consen¬ 
sus." It could be a lesson for 
many other business 
organisations. 


past transactions or events", is 
created. 

Adoption of these proposals 
should place another small brick 
in the wall of international har¬ 
monisation. China is the venue of 
this month's International 
Accounting Standards Committee 
meeting. One of the agenda items 
is to revisit its standard, IAS9, on 
R&D accounting, which at present 
broadly follows the SSAP13 ap¬ 
proach. However, this activity 
may leave unmoved standard 
setters in the US. Its longstanding 
standard, SFAS2. requires that aU 
expenditure be expensed in the 
profit and loss account as in¬ 
curred. Whether the US will 
change is difficult to predict A 
later standard, SFAS86, on com¬ 
puter software development takes 
a different stance. It requires that 
once the technical feasibility of 
software has been established, all 
costs should be capitalised and 
written off over the product’s 
remaining economic life. This may 
suggest that there is room for 


movement in US thinking on R&D 
generally. 

The question for the UK is 
whether we want to change 
SSAP13. 

Based on the admittedly limited 
survey by the ICAS working party, 
a change in SSAP13 to remove the 
route of immediate write-off of aU 
R&D costs would not be popular 
with finance directors. Numerous 
reasons are given. One is irrefut¬ 
able, at least by accountants. That 
is the potential tax consequences. 

T he present taxation system 
gives immediate relief for 
R&D spending. If the meth¬ 
od of accounting were to change to 
require capitalisation at the time at 
which an asset may be recognised, 
the Inland Revenue and the courts 
might wish to follow the accounting 
treatment a trend that has been 
evident in recent years. 

Loss of immediate tax relief 
would hit hard British companies’ 
cash flow. Their ability to invest for 
the future would be impaired. An 


unattractive tax regime might lead 
large companies to deride to locate 
more of their R&D activities 
abroad. Furthermore. it would. 
break tiie present just approach of 
matching the tax allowances with 
the cash flows. When companies 
invest in new products and ser¬ 
vices, the benefits are often not 
available immediately. 

The solutions are either for the 
accounting rules to remain un¬ 
changed or for die appropriate tax 
authorities to state that the present 
system wQl not change. The fanner 
is difficult SSAP13 is dated in its 
language. It allows, under certain 
conditions, a choice of accounting 
treatment -*■ an anathema to 1990s 
accountants. Internationally, R&D 
accounting is changing. Trie topic 
must appear soon on the ASS’S 
work programme. 

Let us hope that the tax issue can 
be neutralised to allow a debate on 
R&D accounting to start in earnest 
in tiie UK 

Isobel Sharp, a partner in Arthur 
Andersen's Professional Standards 
Group, chaired the ICAS (writing 
party. For copies of its study, priced 
£12 JO, contact The Research De¬ 
partment, ICAS. 21 Queen Street, 
Edinburgh, EH21LA. 



Isobel Sharp hopes tax issues will not block discussion on R&D 
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Shares dose on a high note 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of rrade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's dose, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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■ FILM 1 

Old-fashioned 
romance, wittily 
played by Pfeiffer 
and Clooney, 
is supplied 
by One Fine Day 



■ FILM 2 

Gangsters in 
distress quarrel 
to no great 
effect in the 
harsh City 
of Industry 


THE* 


TIMES 


ARTS 



FILM 3 


Unhook the 
Stars depicts 
a middle-aged 
widow dealing 
with life’s 
highs and lows 



FILM 4 . 


JesuvCIaude 
Vaii Damme turns/ 
director for a 
dollop.of . 
martial-arts tosh 
called the Quest 


CINEMA: Geoff Brown sees two faces of the Nineties recreate the romantic comedies of the Thirties in One Fine Day 

Batman and Catwoman hit it off 


M anhattan in 
films conies in 
two basic styles: 
romantic and 
grungy. One Fine Day takes 
the romantic approach. The 
borough is frantic, but func¬ 
tioning. There are ample taxis 
that whisk characters uptown 
and down to meet their ap¬ 
pointments: appointments at 
skyscraper offices, beauty par¬ 
lours. Cettrral Park and the 21 
Club. No one is poor, home¬ 
less. or peering down the 
barrel of a gun. 

Not that the film has its 
head completely tucked in the 
clouds. Michael Hoffman’s 
genial comedy tackles a major 
modem problem: how to jug¬ 
gle kids and a career. The two 
leading characters are single 
parents, each used to spending 
their days in a whirlwind of 
meetings and mobile phones. 
Michelle Pfeiffer is with a firm 
of architects currently wooing 
a major client. George 
Clooney, fiery columnist for 
the Daily News, is pursuing a 
major City Hall scandal. Cir¬ 
cumstances leave both of them 
with their five-year-old off¬ 
spring on their hands. What to 
do? If the kids come to the 
offices, they raise havoc. If 
they are deposited at a child- 
minding centre, they belly¬ 
ache. or are bullied. 

The troubles of getting 
through the working day with 
two demanding children are 
compounded by the usual 
frictions of Hollywood roman¬ 
tic comedies. From the first 
moment of meeting, on a 
school doorstep, Clooney and 
Pfeiffer spar. He is person¬ 
able. laid back and cocky, smil¬ 
ing at ail comers; she is a 
belligerent workaholic who 
showers Clooney with disdain. 
If the film had been made in 
the 1930s. he'd be Clark Gable; 
she’d be Claudette Colbert, or 
Jean Arthur. And. as with 
their forerunners from the 
Golden Age. sparring leads to 
a softening of feelings. Love 
may nor bloom outright be- 


One Fine Day 

Odeon Leicester Square 
PG. IQS mins 
Beguiling romantic 
comedy 

City of Industiy 

Warner West End 
18.96 mins 
Thriller with ideas 
above its station 

Unhook the Stars 
ABC Shaftesbury Ave 
15, J04 mins 
The world's most 
uneven film 

The Quest 

Plaza, IS, 95 mins 
Martial arts rigmarole 
from Jean-Ctaude 
Van Damme 

Jour de Fete 

Curzon Phoenix 
U. 87 mins 
Jacques Tati 
resplendent in colour 
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tween them, but the audience 
is left with die possibility. 

Hoffman skilfully keeps the 
old-fashioned show on the 
road, and gives both stars 
plenty of chances to strut their 
stuff. Somewhat submerged 
by his Batsuit in Batman & 
Robin, Clooney here displays 
an easy charm and a light 
touch: just what romantic 
comedy requires. Another 
Batman alumnus, Pfeiffer is 
also in fine form, subtly shift¬ 
ing her character between the 
self-centred high-flyer and the 
harassed loving parent The 
two children. Alex D. Linz and 
Mae Whitman, veer a -little 
towards the cute, but no 
lasting damage is done. 

And now to the ultimate 
nightmare. You arrive at your 
dismal Los Angeles house, 
worn down by troubles, to find 
Harvey Keitel sprawled on the 
front lawn, bruised, battered 
and groaning. Famke Janssen, 
wife of a blundering jailbird 



Upwardly mobiles: George Clooney and Michelle Pfeiffer come to grips with children (Mae Whitman and Alex D. Linz), quips and modem single parenthood in One Fine Day 


roped into a jewel robbery, 
faces this prospect in City of 
Industry. It's just too much. 

So, frequently, is the film, 
directed by John Lrvin. which 
wastes no time trying to 
impress the viewer with harsh 
photography of LA freeways 


and industrial squalor. This is 
to be no hup. glitzy thriller,, 
these images tell us: prepare 
instead for existential dread. 

The trouble is that beneath, 
these bleak images there lies a 
quite unexceptional tale of 
thieves falling our and the itch 
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for revenge. Keitel had been 
summoned from a pladd life 
in the Midwest .to help his 
younger - brother fTimothy 
Hutton)'stage, a robbery. The 
job is successful, but leaves 
Janssen's husband and Hut¬ 
ton dead and Keitel gunning 
for the team’s firebrand, Ste¬ 
phen Dorff. 

The film’s writer. Ken So¬ 
lan, shows signs of the influ¬ 
ence of Jean-Pierre Melville, 
supreme chronicler of gang¬ 
sters in spiritual distress: but 
he cannot match Melville’s 
intensity or insight Keitel 
ignores the script’s limitations 
and gives a robust well- 
shaded performance, al¬ 
though it is one we have seen 
before. Only Dorff, a volcano 
in dark glasses, gives this 
pretentious drama the spark 
of unpredictability. 


FI 


lew recent films veer so 
alarmingly between 
good and bad as Un¬ 
hook the Stars, the 
directing debut of Nick 
Cassavetes, son of John, an 
icon among American inde¬ 
pendent film-makers. One mo¬ 
ment we watch Gena 
Rowlands do something mar¬ 
vellous as the heroine Mil¬ 
dred. a middle-aged suburban 
widow with a gap in her life. 
The next we stare incredulous¬ 
ly as she makes sweet music 
with Gerard Depardieu, a 
French-Canadian trucker who 
wears loud check shirts and 
stands out like a sore thumb. 
Elsewhere, we Jaugh when 
Marisa Tomei unsettles the 
gathering at Rowiands's 
Thanksgiving dinner by abus¬ 
ing her absent husband down 
the phone; then we groan at 
the stale treatment of 
Rowiands’s yuppie son in his 
antiseptic eyrie in San 
Francisco. 

‘A fluffy 
lovefest’ 

Every week, young film fans 
discuss the latest releases... 

■ ONE FINE DAY 
Damian Samuels. 20: A light, 
fluffy lovefest to warm the 
cockles of your heart. 

Leslie Isaiah Thomas, ISL- A 
snug and lovely movie. 

Tom Hertogs. 17: A funny 
story about two single parents 
who are thrown together for 
one day and end up falling in 
love. 

George Frewer, 2th George 
Clooney has proven in just two 
weeks that he is a major movie 
star. 

■ CITY OF INDUSTRY 
Damian: Harvey Keitel mum¬ 
bles his way through as only 
he can in true Tarantino style. 
Leslie: The impossibly hand¬ 
some Stephen. Dorff continues 
to impress. 


There are reasons for 
Depardieu’s appearance: his 
company helped to produce 
and financed the project. 

: There “aire better reasons for* 
Rowiands’s: she suits her part, 
and is the director’s mother 
(see interview on page 39). Her 
powerful performance rivets 
the attention as she befriends 
Tomei, her new neighbour, 
and takes charge of Tomei’s 
six-year-old son (Jake Lloyd). 
You feel her tenderness, her 
need to love. You also see how 
easily she can smother. 

Cassavetes, better known as 
an actor, still has some dis¬ 
tance to travel as a director 
there are misjudgments in 
tone and in pacing. But hats 
off to him for ignoring market 
trends, shaping a drama sen¬ 
sitive to the crises of middle 
age, and giving Rowlands her 
best role in years. 

Another actor turns director 
in The Quest. He is Jean- 
Claude Van Damme, he of the 
muscles and high kicks. Tak¬ 
ing charge of a movie might be 
considered a career advance¬ 
ment, but in Van Damme’s 
case it seems a step back, for 
die material of 77 te Quest 
limits audiences to his core 
following of martial arts fans. 

Admirers of tosh might be 
faintly amused by a creaky 
plot that lifts Van Damme’s 
street criminal from the 
crowded streets of 1920s New 
York via kidnapping, slavery 
and pirate rescue to a global 
fighting contest in the Lost 
City of Titet. They might 
snicker at Roger Moore’s Lord 
Edgar Dobbs, British Navy 
captain turned international 
rascal, but The Quest, directed 
with mild proficiency, is never 
ludicrous enough to generate 
affection, and even martial 
arts fans may blanch at the 
prospect of getting their kicks 


wrapped up in such dusty 
packaging. 

After being pummelled by 
The Quest, relax with the " 
revival of Jour de Fete, 
Jacques Tati’s first feature, 
now nearly 50 years old. Tati 
always intended this droll 
picture of a village and its' 
bumbling postman to be in 
colour, but he shot the film in 
an archaic process that defeat¬ 
ed attempts to make an accept¬ 
able print The version^ 
released was a substitute, shot 
as a precaution in black-and- 
white. The colour material 
survived, however, and with 
technical problems licked Jour 
de Fete can now be seen in 
something like the glory that 
Tati intended, bathed in pale, 
carefully coordinated colours.. 

The postman is Tati himself. 


lanky and resplendent in cap. 
tag boots and shcailder bag. A 
cinema booth at the village fete 
shows a documentary extol¬ 
ling the slick efficiency of 
.American postal methods. 
Tati responds by speeding 
round the lanes. 

The film was shot in the 
Touraine village where Tati 
spent the years following the 
French surrender, and the 
feeling of postwar liberation is. 
one of its incidental pleasures. 
But the principal joy is the 
spectacle of a master down 
paving the way for M. Hulors 
Holiday : Francois die post¬ 
man is Hulot in embiyo, long 
limbs gyrating whenever 
disaster strikes, pestered by 
everything from flies to flag¬ 
poles. The film is joyous, 
humane and light as air. 


SNAP 

VERDICT 


Tom: A gripping thriller. 
George Keitel is an absolute 
diamond and steals the show. 

■ THE QUEST 
Damian: Perhaps the worst 
and yet the most entertaining 
film you are likely to see at the 
same time. 

Leslie: Movie careers normal¬ 
ly go to beautiful people or 
those with talent. Jean-Claude 
Van Damme dearly fits nei¬ 
ther category. 

Tom: The martial arts and 
special effects were 
impressive. 

George: With acting this 
wooden, you could be forgiven 
for thinking you were watch¬ 
ing an advert for a .pine 
furniture store. 


Everything that’s best 
about music & movies 
In one magazine. 
Every month. 
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■ FILM 6 


Out on video: 
a compelling 
look al the 
avant-garde 
in the acclaimed / 
Shot Andy Warhol 


THE' 


TIMES 


ARTS 




■ NEW CDS I 


Shostakovich 
in his strange 
“jazz" mode 
is delivered 
with an aptly 
light touch.. 



■ NEW CDS 2 


... and Webster 
Booth, the popular 
British tenor of 
the 1940s, is 
recalled in a 
new compilation 


their.'son 1 is writing them for her. 


; • Sheila Johnston met her 


F ‘I ^ he actress Gena Row- 
•I lands and the'film 
- director John Cassa- 
-m- .vEtes, a-real-life hus¬ 
band and wife team, made an 


and thousands of people cook¬ 
ing spaghetti in the kitchen. 

“Paces (1968) was shot, back 
and forth between my moth¬ 
er’s house and our hou$e and 


unbeatable team bn screen. < edited in the garage. -John 
She-Jnoughf tiheir films a would have a thing like a boat 
humour, warmth and sweet- pack with foe stnps of film 
oess which illuminated the: banjpng oh it He didn’t like 
macho, boozy,; seedy .settings, the more modem editing tech- 
He was (as his wife once niques: if he couldn* let the 


He was- (as - his wife once 
conceded) ho picnic id work 
with. Bdi he repaid her hand¬ 
somely^ with . great. roles in 
such films as Gloria and A 
WomaaiUnder- the Influence, 


niques; if he cquldn* let the 
film run through his hand he 
wasn’t happy." , . . . 

Hide made his screen debut 
at the age of 11. when 
Cassavetes Sr promised him 


at atiraevyten the pickings for 4 . - some: new toys if he would 
^nmc^ aihusses were woe-- play With them on camera in 
fullysffirL'v-.;:. 1 "- Husbands (1970). When an 

• After >Gassavete§; died in r amdenr ended his hopes of 
1979,' a ’ que^otemark hung. bong a basketball plajrcr. he 
over RowBarafe’s foture as an. said he wanted to go to foe .• 
actress: JSii Gazzara. her co- American"' Academy, where ' 
star in many of. these movies, both his parents had been.' 
once said that no;other direc-. “Everyone should go to drama 
tor . knew qrnte ... ' V.-. -• school.*’ says • 

what to do with ; ' Rowlands. “Its 

her. “1 don’t .CEveiVOne freeing and fan, 
know; that's Ben’s — -s and I think it 

tall” sa^ Rov^ Should gQtO " he^ you in ahy- 
lands. stfll beautt-. - . . _. r .P . • thing that you do. 


lands, stfll beauti-.;. . •. ..,. p ■ thing that you do.. 
fiul at 63. But she • /jratrin ' ; * T don’t know * 

admits: “The best . ... nhat. I -gave him ' 

parts I have ever '• ‘ criVinnl- any adviceexcept 

had. John wrote. - . to say, ’Don't 

If an actress has f-prino anri wastE y° ur tin,e 

two roles m -her . uccmg aitu doing u ,t 

lifetime which foe * — makes you hap- 

realhr exceotional. . Tull 7 . «y • Which hat> 


parts I have ever : 
had. John wrote. - ■ iU 

If an actress has j. •• 
two roles in-her . TTcclI 
lifetime which foe * 

really exceptional, . ■ Tu 

she’s a lucky 
woman. I’ve had 
seven or eight” ' ; ■ 

Over foe past two decades 
she has rebuilt her career with 
parts including a college pro¬ 
fessor confronting the emo¬ 
tional emptiness m her own 
life in Woody Allen’S Another 
Woman; a fragile.but selfish 
Southern belle with dreams of 
fame as a singer in Terence 
Davies’s The Neon Bible; and 


-y\ nnar. i -gave hup 
any advtoe eroept 
L,1US .'lb say, ‘Don't 

r anrl wastE ^ 

* ana doing it unless it 

— makes you hap- 

7 . py.' Which hap- 

_____ pens a lot, esp- 

edally in show 
business. Ift a dazzling fife to 
look at, but it's got a. lot of 
really difficult things emo¬ 
tion ally.” - . . 

In Unhook the Stars Row¬ 
lands plays 2 . wealthy widow 
wife strikes up an unlikely 
friendship with a working- 
class neighbour (Marisa' 
Tomei) and her shy son, 
played by the six-year-old Jake 



NEW ON VIDEO 


Deranged attack 
on the ridiculous 


Gena Rowlands: “If an actress has two really exceptional roles in her lifetime, she’s a lucky woman. I’ve had seven or eight” 


■ I SHOT ANDY 
WARHOL 
BMG, IS, 1996 

MARY HARRON's incisive 
portrait of the Warhol circus 
features a wonderful, transfix¬ 
ing performance from Lili 
Taylor as the disturbed and 
voluble Valerie Solanas. who 
fired bullets into the laidback 
guru of modem art in 1965. 
Alongside stands Jared Har¬ 
ris's eerie impersonation of 
Warhol, so drugged out that 
he's hard pressed to speak at 
all. Rage versus vacuity: the 
conflict generates incredible 
tension, and much incidental 
comedy. Available to rent. 

■ SLEEPERS 
PolyGram, 1996, IS 
AFTER suffering abuse in a 
reform school as teenagers, 
four men band together to 
avenge i hem selves on the sa¬ 
distic guard responsible. A 
simple enough tale, though 
director Barry Levinson 
pumps it up unpalatably with 
grandiose effects. The cast list 
is impressive: Kevin Bacon, 
Brad Pitt. Robert De Niro. 
Dustin Hoffman. But the film 
is best when the characters are 
young, living dangerously in 
Manhattan's Hell's Kitchen. 
Available to rent. 

■ MIDNIGHT COWBOY 

MGM, 1969. IS 
NEW YORK’S seedier sights 
and characters fill the canvas 
of John Schiesinger's first 
American film, a bristling and 
busy study of a Texan hustler 
trying to survive. Technically 
too flashy at times, but Waldo 
Salt’s funny script and two 
dedicated performances from 
Dustin Hoffman and Jon 
Voight keep the film steady. 
Issued with its original trailer 
and smart packaging: one of 
the new Modem Classics se¬ 
ries from MGM. 

■ THIS IS SPINAL TAP 

BMG. IS. 1984 

ROB REINER and company’s 

adorable spoof "rocku- 


mentaiy” returns to video 
with stereo sound, useful for 
catching foe musical subtleties 
of foe veteran English rock 
band and their heavy- metal 
album Smell the Glove. The 
subject is parodied with loopy 
humour, a sharp eye for 
pretensions, and a great flair 
for detail. Album artwork, 
album titles (my favourite: 
Intravenous de Mild, the 


w 
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a stream of television work- Lloyd. “Kids are scene-steai- 
induding the title role in The ers, no question about that. 


Betty -Ford Story, for which 
she won an .Eimny.' But last 
year she was given one of her 
best parts , by her son, Nick 
Cassavetes, in hfetirst film as 
a writer-director. Unhook the 
Stars (reviewed, left). 

His decision tb-foDdw ihTiis 
father's footsteps must have 


but it’s very creative working 
with them.”- 

More difficult -was a- mo¬ 
ment which required her to 
hop into the cab of an 18- 
wheeler truck. “I had on a little 
skirt and high heels and the 
first step is above your eye¬ 
brows. I figured they would 


seemed at caw time inevitable^; _ give me something to stand on 
“Our film sets were, in our and ; go for a dose-up. Nidi 


house a great deal of the lime," 
Rowlands says. “The'children 
couldn’t get away from it if 
they tried. Cables all over foe 
place and cameras and lights 


said. 'No, mean, you can do it 
Other people get in ’em, why 
shouldn’t your Ir was a little 
tricky-'’* 

Of working with her-hus¬ 


band and her son she says: 
"Their personalities are not" 
alike. John’s much more vola¬ 
tile and all over the place — 
noisier Too. Nick is a bit 
quieter. He handles every¬ 
thing with humour. But one 
tiling I notice is that they both 
adore actors and have the 
utmost patience with them. I 
was happy to see that and, 
believe me, it’s not always the 
case. 

The main difference is that 
there was ho improvisation in 
Nick's film. One day 1 didn't 
get one of the lines quite right. 

It would have passed in most 
places. But Nick is very prerise 
about language. John, on foe 
otter hand, dictated his 
scripts. He very seldom wrote 
them down. He had a writing 
secretary who was with him 
for many years. It always 
amazed me. He had the most 
forinidable memory I have 
ever encountered. 

“He was one of the first to 
write speech as it is spoiken on 
the steeet, at least in America. . 
Writers very often are highly 
educated and they have taken 


a kit of writing classes. Not 
only that—writers love words 
and they like to put them 
together in just the right way. 
But people don’t speak like 
thar necessarily." 

Has she ever wanted to 
direct? “I don’t see how anyone 
has foe patience to direct 
anything. I know it’s a ques¬ 
tion of temperament but to me 
it would be torture. People ask 
you questions all day long, 
and not particularly interest¬ 
ing ones. 

“The art director is saying, 
’Do you think that the colour 
of this suit is all right?', and 
the photographer is saying, T 
think we should gel foe win¬ 
dows'. and an actor is saying. 
'I don’t want to wear make¬ 
up.' These are questions that 
would make me want to shooi 
myself in foe head. Not cre¬ 
ative, wonderful questions 
about your character. So you 
have to have extreme love and 
patience, and I don't have 
that" Looking back at Gena 
Rowlands's magnificent work 
over the last 40 years, one 
might beg to differ. 


MERCURY 


Lili Taylor is Valerie Solanas 
in / Shot Andy Warhol 

crass song lyrics, the fuzzy 
BBC dip from 19o5: all seem 
exactly, and wickedly, right. 

■ THE THING 
4-Front, PG. 1951 
“AN INTELLECTUAL carrot 
— the mind boggles!" Dia¬ 
logue like that keeps us smil¬ 
ing, yet this science fiction 
drama deserves its reputation 
for high dramatic tension and 
intelligence. Christian Nyby is 
the nominal director, but you 
can see the fingerprints of 
producer Howard Hawks in 
die portrait, of men under 
stress at their Arctic base, (he 
rapid dialogue, and no-non- 
sense visual style. James 
Amess, from G unsmoke, 
plays the alien visitor, though 
he’s kept offscreen for much of 
the rime. 

Geoff Brown 


CABLE & WIRELESS 


GREAT BRITISH NEWS. 
GUARANTEEP SAVINGS ON 
YOUR CALL BILLS 


NEW CLAS SICAL CDS:-Swinging Shostakovich; choral masses; a fine tenor 

A composer in rare good humour 


Barry Millington 

SHOSTAKOVICH 
a Suites 1 & 2 ; Ballet 
lies 1 

uikfrjrt Radio SO/Kitaenko 
'A Victor Red Seal 09026 
1042. £14.99-kirk 
[E title Jazz Suite for the two 
juences of dance move¬ 
nts assembled by Shosta- 
nch in the 1930s is 
nething of a misnomer. But 
n if the music is hardly 
zzf in the accepted sense, it 
-ertheless shows foe com¬ 
er fo rare good humour. 
*se polkas, waltzes and 
er dances are dose to the 
jm of Johann Strauss and 
nnese operetta, though the 
asional saxophone or ac- 
dion puts us in mind of.the. 
adence of a later era. . 
Jmitri Kitaenko and his. 
rman forces have a. nice 
> jn suave mdodiousness 
I can also breeze confidently. 

T)s reviewed in The 
Tines can be ordered 

mm foe Times:Music 

!hop on 0345 023498 


through the brisk movements. 

While the Jazz. Suites were 
foe result of the Soviet re¬ 
gime’s attempt to neutralise 
foe anarchically alien spirit of 
jazz, the Ballet Suites, contantf- 
mg a similar type of music, 
gather numbers, from Shosta¬ 
kovich’s ballets of the period. 
They contain genial, often • 
witty , always attractive music, 
and Kitaenko delivers them 
with a light touch. 


Hilary Finch 

■.VICTORIA 
Devotion to Our Lady 

The Sixteen/Christophers 
Collins Classics 15012, 

£1449 kick 

MAY is Marys month; but 
better late, than never' 'to hail 
the first volume in a new senes 
of the major choral masses 
and related music of Tomis 
Lfos de Victoria. Victoria 
represents a glorious consum¬ 
mation of 10 tiH»ntury po¬ 
lyphony and was a herald of 
Hispanic music to come- His 
choral .works : draw a; new 
fervour and depth of vocal 
colour from The-Sixteen, con- 
ductedby Harry Christophers 


and here recorded in the 
outstanding acoustic of St 
Jude's, Hampstead. 

The great Salve Regina for 
double choir is gently inflect¬ 
ed, yet moves with a strong 
: impetus of ardour towards 
each “Salve" and each firm 
cadence. The Mass based on 
this eight-part antiphon fol¬ 
lows, loud with sudden pae- 
aris of praise as tempo and 
metre shift A carillon of 
Hosannas rings out in the 
Sanctus. matched only fry foe 
pealing Alleluias of foe Regi¬ 
na coeli. Neglected hymns like 
foe Are mans Stella are also 
included, with an effulgent 
Alma redemptqris. mater and 
a muscular Magnificat. 


mm 




John Higgins 

■ WEBSTER BOOTH 
hi Opera and Song 
Memoir CDMOIR 435, 

£9.99 kk 

WEBSTER-Booth might have 
played for Aston Villa but he 
wisely became a tenor instead. 
Few .British singers exceeded 
him in popularity during foe 
1940s, although he appeared 
wily . a handful of times on 


stage in opera. His feme came 
from variety and concert halls 
and, most especially, from 
radio, often in partnership 
with his soprano wife Anne 
Ziegler. It was an ideal broad¬ 
casting voice: light, fluent, 
each note easily linked to foe 
one before. Booth, most Eng¬ 
lish of tenors, always sang in 
his native language, savour¬ 
ing every syllable. 

The operatic selection on 
Memoir's wide-ranging disc 
does not always show Mm at 
his best, despite foe support of 
artists such as the two Joans. 
Cross and Hammond, and 
Edith Coates. He needs time to 
get into Ms stride. The Butter¬ 
fly duet is foe pick because foe 
soprano (Hammond) is first 
out of the starting gate. But 
give Booth a sentimental bal¬ 
lad such as The Rose of 
Tralee, Gerald Moore accom¬ 
panying. and he is away. He 
puts a very un-American — 
and welcome—spin to Kern’s 
The Way You Look Tonight. 
And he shows in Lehar's Oh 
Maiden, My Maiden that 
there were plenty of Tauber- 
esque reserves when needed. 

★ Worth hearing 
**.Worth considering 
kirk Worth buying 
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OR POUBLE YOUR MONEY BACK. 


As offers go, here’s one BT can’t beat. Use if you don’t, we’ll refund double the difference. 

Mercury UK-Call and save up co 33% on your Just thought we’d flag that., 

UK long distance calls. For details call the number below. Now. 

In fact, we’re so confident that you'll save R il T TT/" 11 

money on your call bill with Mercury (even IVISrCUry UiV 

against PremierLine and Friends and Family), that FreeCall 0500 500 366 


Prittt ani savings wnxa at 30/06/1997, ampated ggaintl BJ's basit narsjm calls of J mrnura ^wrings imrifcjWr for a quarterly fvc £3.75 line. K-ITl. 
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■ CHOICE 1 

Elvis Costello’s 
composition, Tom 
Thumbs receives 
its world premiere 

VENUE: Tfiomdun Country 
Park Suurh. Brentwood 



■ CHOICE 2 

An exhibition of 
Ashes memorabilia 
is a must for 
all cricket fans 

VENUE: Australia House 
in the Strand 


THE! 


sTIMES 


ARTS 
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■ CHOICE 3 

Toyah Wilicox plays 
man alfresco 
production of Much 
Ado About Nothing 

VENUE: At Ludlow . 
Castie in Shropshire 



■ MUSIC 

Michael Berkeley 
has put a 
contemporary 
fizz back into 
the Cheltenham 
Festival 


LONDON 

ACADEMY OF ST KIARTIN-IN-THE- 
FiELDS Sii 

■tie orchestra n me work? dwwh o- 

r*o Tom 

n"Lint>Cr/Etv>i CQjlillri ftilil nJITMiV 

by 2o-;- jna ij;™i Uv. Hs Bv Pjid 
Pnrchva viimnMTa!<cmti> Tjnr,- 4sirvji| 
Wi[b chilOien lien *V4kv.i Etf.vaid s 
M^ihalk. ftul* School inr. 

EicnlvroOG Lftiulins Con.-orj 'S-miOi 
To' .-nm.--: n 41 SLvn ,i ptocafetf tv 
CtiihSC-r.'s DetlomvirvoOillMI ~piT> 

Thomdon Country Parti South 

Brerewood«i:I-7Q2 i377i Toogni 

ASHES TO ASHES 

axniNtto'i at end** 1 nisnjraSiM 

win tv- ot-ie "j i?ir.v iomo 1 jt "w 
•jfCJiOrt! rrijiTiontj cncfctinc mate,- 
bcr.veen Englard end jtraiia The 
•- d'i"iion pviVidK leiowsror iooiag* and 
fttncK-ori e-mpcs 

Australia House. Th? S:o-yi 'ACT 
•0l7l-d9?083m S£-Yu.-d. 1|ii-i-epm 
7frur~ j>3 Ff. J l<bn-90>» Unw 
SeptemlMi 12 

GREAT SALZBURG MASS Thr, 
pcrioaaunc-.- ol H-Nnnch abet sgljruus 
lai^e-w-ik: r iHicpouj /.art loins pan« 
the- City 01 Lowlc-o F«iiv.il an-j iti-? 
icrcenionarv cc+etofaii-yv;©) Si Faul'i 
Caih-cral Foul McCr«>h conouas tw 
Gjbooti Can-jon indP)oy-?>-. and 
Riinhard Goebgl mriilucis Muok£ 

Antojjj V otn 

SI Paul's Cathedral &!■; |6-Jrt>cnn 
& 0 « Oh ice 01 7 1 -633 389 11 Trjregru 9 pm 


■ CLOSER in Paind, Martel's newt 
pid 1 . -.lire *<w t*/ rnonell Salt / let 

«u'«3 LCJWater. Ciaran Hines and 
•:tr.a Owen play «it«r»/R4 *r»j (an 
lorcunuodly oui omen-, in tovj 
National (Cottrslooj. Soun Ban’- 
S£1 >017! S3 225^1 Tomgrt-Sa:. 

7 TOpm rrwl *^1 2 Mpro In rep 

□ DAMN YANKEES WVcul End depul 
lo* Krr. L-iwii. IV «rg an jU-An»ncan 
cwv in fa Reftard A dt&fjotn floss 
mu»:jl aboui [ho baMtutl tor *ha sells 
hb soul to ihe dr.il 

Adetpfii Straps sYC^<ai7[~ttJ 
17771 Mon-Sal. 7 '3i!Jpm na;> Thorn 
and Sal. C Xipm 

□ ELVIS — THE MUSICAL Thici- 
aci'^s-iirigori taFo ua ihiough Tie liic ot 
"faying kiilfi Mid Kiel Dmiiii yjyinQ 
ih? iisaiuie Ehis Three-momh itason 
Ptocadllly Dc-nrr^nSne-H.W1 i017l- 
N9 17 j .11 Men-Thus. Seni. FnandSai. 
5 30pcn aiiO 8 aOptn 

□ THE HERBAL BED Peier VTheUn s 

levTiiiaimg play T«**i j Banna m play? 

SivU-cjcvho ? cUughtet ano Siophen 
&ar« net Ponian injiiisri'Si 
Duchess '2a'hSnr»Sseet. WCT 
10171-S94 S075T MooSai. 7 Xp»n. 
iTiii^'/yedandSai 7 jOpm 

C LADY WINDERMERE'S FAN 

0 i ah am Murray i prcduciion ot VMdc 
'Sihneifc- D'aFi? piays fa -wnan won a 
pail. Rabocca Johnson (he virtuous nVo 
y.ilhoot a ni£ilhOi 

Theatre Royal Hayrnarfe' SVVt 
■0i't-990!>8iXi) Mon-Sai. 8pra mars 
Ttrjrs 3pm Sal 5cxr. Until Julv 17 


NEW RELEASES 

♦ BATMAN A ROBIN 1 PGl 

Sofiwa/jeiioggvr < Mr ftoew »n»i :o 
hr^o CvimaiTi :o larrtom Gmausimg 
epi- w«h i>joig* CUonev Chits 
O Oon n*l jrd Ifcna Thurman Oii^doc 
Jot-i ‘Scnuma^ui 

ABCs: Baker Street .0171 «2S ?77’i 
Tottenham Coart Rood i(tlT 1 -636 
6148i Barbican (g >01H-«J8 80011 
Clapium Picture House 10171 -498 
337Ji Greenwich <0181-73$ Xm< 
Netting Hm Coronet £1 101 71-777 
6. Oat Dtteona: Kensington (0181-31S 
J:i4» Marble Arch 10101-3154316) 
Swiss Cottage i0iSI-3i$ 4220) Rio 
'0171 -’£4 «m Ritzy 1 C 11 71 -737 2121 ) 
Screen/Green iOt T1-SX 35001 UCt 
Whitotoys ig| < 09W SSB-JWi Virgins: 
Chelsea i0l 71-353 5*M6| Fulham 
Road rOl 7 1 -370 S536-I Trocadeto |fi 
•0171-13-a 0*>3n Warner West End 
(Ct7iJ37 4j«) 

THE BATTLE OF ALGIERS 'iito 
Pcnicco* to s fttasKily di wna aboul Tn? 
Jii'jo.idn 6,iugij<a lor inii=pend?nia?. 
nvyj» m 1%6 _ 

ICA Cinema «0tr \-V30 iUjaTi 

FRANTZ FAN ON: BLACK SKIN 
WHITE MASK Apsoiteig p«M 
p>:iail 0 * Tie nM-e=";ioaJ 
Direoior 'ioac Jalien 
ICA Cinema i0i7i «-»36J7i 

e LOVE JONES n Modem 

>n.p 3f-.i3rg '7hi-:-i3o % Waci-i 
Snc-j^irtj i .vTi Loren; Tale 

ar.dNral.jn-; 

Rltey wi7:-7?72t2 ti virgin 
Trocadero i 017U’« "»jt. 


TODAY'S CHOICE 


A dally guide to arts 

Bud entertainment 

compiled by Gillian Maxey 


ELSEWHERE 

DUNDEE' Scottish Ballet s latest 

■leiiona) :->ut -ncijdc^ petionnanc&a ol 
t tupi. U ?r 5y/ph*jes and Tam 
•- SKjrv-a a nett nrj*. cieaied u, 
oomosny -Janca loom Scon 
Rep Tar Square 101382 2335301 
Tonigni and lamonow, 8pm. £{ 

LUDLOW Ludlow Foiiniai s outdaot 
c-roJuc^ijn of Much Ado AOns Nofrwna 
ai Luaoa Cjaie conrimw*. Toyah 
Wiicc- piiw Beonice Gfer. UuPord 
tbecto Hk losiwal rurto uniH July t 
Festival Office iOIS$4 3731SJ) 

Today 3 3Jpri and S 30pm 

NOTTINGHAM Representing Lives 

u an enhitiiiiori try Four womon aitisto 
i.jbair.a Himifl's parmmgi mve?ng3l5- 
m; nsiori ano identiry ol women 
ar :hil«i'» Soma Lawion 1 ? painhng* 
er-xjage with iho Yort-Jwe -s pyp Evorilei 
■srd v.-.m patorial irnaoerv ol duklhood 
an aeries Oordor-rLHaied ihsm«.. occur 
m nuu>J-m-?dU p«C 0 i by Dencr? 
we-jion. and sculpior Hiary Caimel 
eipion?? my demands ol motherhood 
Bonington Gallery. Notimghair. Trenl 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assessment 
oI theatre showing In London 
■ House hill, returns only 
B Some seals available 
□ Seats at all prices 


■ LIVE FROM BOERASSIC PARK. 

Prefer-Dir* Iff s r-alumi tor anotfier lool 

a: itv- Lost world ji Whrte maionfy <uie. 
incJijori; a \i-jrt inam hr, r-id-Stit-i jUo 
Mrs £w«a eeuiruJenhdui, So-Jih Ahica •> 
answei 10 Dame E-3n.j ond &jid ic- bo 
Mandeo's lavounie Wnkaans con 
Tricycle 3SS KSbum Wdh Road NW6 
10171-338 1000) Mon-Sal 0pm mat 
sat. Jam t.'niJ July 5 

□ A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS 
DREAM. R-rchel huvanaugh % doli.ymij 
product ton alorr Jo Uk- conteJy an-j the 
w-Jier,- Edwardian co?iurri» 

Open Ah’ Regeni sFaii-.tJWI .0171- 
■13620311 Mon-Sar 6pm nuts wtwu? 
dot*ion Ned Thurs. In tor-'-’"Sh 

XlSVMThxErtsWell 

□ THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES Peict 
Bowie; boin i-nj-^Vi; and comic <u 
Mokere'idrstuarfhrw Rial Oanre/j 35 
rid Wic*ei -rings rod servant DnociiKj by 
F'eiei Hall 

Comedy Pjrrfon $ae« SW1 (Virr- 
»9 173H Mon-Sai Bpiii m«iW«f. 
3bm. Sal 4 Jdpm Unirf July 36 


CINEMA GUIDE 


GeaR Brown's assessment of 
Rims in London and (where 
Indicated with the symbol *) 
on release across the country 


CURRENT 

♦ THE CHAMBER 1 12) Gloomy 
Death Row drama. irc*n Jchn Gnpum'» 
rwv-?/ wnhChr«O'0onnv«at»J'»acv 
HacFxrian Diredoi. Jimos Foley 

Empire aiowowey^n ua 

Whftotays S «»JW 88S9W< 

• CON AIR < 161 Na&tv pnsorvrs 
hiia-> thev pi 3 nd Fetcocus 
rolleico.Ki 9 i nde wiih Niwlas- Cage. 
Irciri producer Jvrry Bruckheimer 
Grawmlch 1 OI 81 -235 3005) Odaonsi 
Kensington iuiei 3IS42Mi Marble 
Arch (0181-315 42161 Swiss Cottage 
(0181-3154220) West End 1 OI 81-315 
4221) UC 1 WhRdeys ® (OWi 888 WO 1 
Virgin Fulham Road (0171-370 26361 

* THE DEVIL’S OWN 1 15. New tori 
ddp Harnson Fold urMMtingly iHellC-m 
Brad Pill i IRA leinjnM Fo-jlcM diama 
d»ijd-w tv Alan j Pat-ula 
Greenwich iQi3l-235 XPSj Odaorec 
Haymarfccl (OI 81 - 31 S 42I2» 
Kensfngton (0181 - 3 f 5 4 >M| Marble 
Arch (0181-315 42161 Swiss Cottage 
I0i8i -315 42201 ua While leys £ 
«OW0 08 b*Mi Virgins: Chelsea iOT 71- 
35t' 5036) Trocadero 0:0171-434 
Hill. Warner£) '0171-t37474.il 


Unrrstyiy B^-rungion BuMng Diyden 
Sirc-rr .01 >5-943 64J-3. Moo-Thin, 
lOjro-jprn Fn lOim-snm Sal u^rri- 
5pm tlnld Ju<y 25 

WARWICK AND LEAMINGTON 

Today s -?v4ftw ai ih? Warwick and 
Leamtnglon Festival rndud.; coricens 
tri ttw Arafradns- CtWinber Oicbeslra a! 
Si Mar* sOruch V.'arw'CV i ? 4Spm|. 
and b/ iho iuC pwri-n Jessica Williams 

3i ihe- Rovai Pune Roorn. L-: amngton 

Spa i7 45pm 1 

Festival Bo* Office rOIMo 406277) 

1 Jnl.1 July 13 

LONDON GALLERIES 

Arorety Juda Davw Hockney (0171 - 
629 75T8i Art First Landscapes 
ftom South Alr.C-110171-734 
i3386l Barbican Soricu.c. Garre j Art 
Inieracwn Tochodtogy (0171-638 
88911 Christopher Hull Summer 
E>h«yiion [0171-235 050:') 

Eskanazi Chinese Bijddhi-ii Sculpiijie 
tdi 71-493 5464, Gallery 27 Oue^. 

Vuuai Mewpnors Ftecsni Wori-i, by 
Sudna Pwwra 101 ti rn ts-js. 

Harriet Green Purdy Pamimg [Oi7|- 
287 S32&I Lumley Cazalet 
Elis-abern Firr* Sculp; j re and Drawings 
1966-1393 (Ol71-491 4767i National 
Ssurai and ihe Baihen (0171-747 
2885| The Photographers' 

Gallery On Hong Kong Ryur 
Miyamnlo. In u Leurg (017) 83) 

I772i Tom Blau AdglKn 
V.'ordsriand Piinniig rtie Perverse by 
GiaccLaui0i71-379‘l3i»l 


B TOM AND CLEM- Samsung ptu-/ 
-.-tirh Alec and Mirjvwi 

Ganib-an as sober Ante? and 
ttamtoyarii Dnbarg. son mg our ihe world 
ai Potsdam 

Aldwycti AMwych WC2 10171-416 
6007i Mon-Sat. 7 30pm. mais V/ed and 
Sat. 3pm 

□ THE WINTERS TALE Mftu? AJIreds 
brings his award -wnrang )4e1hod & 
Madness Co 10 London lor (his /bar’s 
ensemWe season Shaheswaia J 
biiterw/eei comedy ol paakruiv and 
heatng piaya in repertCMre wtfr Ibsen’s 
.jhosrsr 

Lyric, v inciSsoei Hammersmrh. W6 
lOISl-.*413311] In rep-Mon-Bar. 

7 Jijp-m ijnlil July 5 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brothers Phoeno 1 O 1 71-369 

1733.1 □ Buddy Strand i(ll71-930 

gauo'l O Oreasa C-amOidge 

.017U34 5080) □ An Inspector 

Calls Came)- [ 01 71-494 eo35i 

□ Martin Guerre Pnn-» Edward 
>0171-147 5400) Bln 
Mlserafalea Palace (0171 434 0909) 

H Miss S-aigon (W/Lane 10171JJ4 
54001 □ The Mousetrap 

Sr Martin s (0171 -836 1443) 

□ Oliver! Petadvm (0171-494 5020i 
■ The Phantom ol the Opera Her 
Majesty s 10171-494 34tt>) 

□ Starlight Express Ap-:J)o v-dema 
•0171-4166054) C The Woman In 
Black Failure (0171-636 2238) 

T.oLar mlomwCjon suppled tv E'XJtrv 
Ot London Theatre 


♦ THE FIFTH ELEMENT (PGr FWjby 

epre lion. Luc Boson with Brace 
VVditf. as th= tari-dmur who migm save 
fa world 

Ctapham Picture House I0171-49B 
33231 Empire (0990 688990) 
ammnmkh (0161-235 3005) Odoons: 
Kensington i 0 iai- 3 t 54 >U) Marble 
Arch '0181-3)542)6) Swiss Cottage 
■0T8I-3I5 4220( Rfcy (Or71-737 »I2tl 
UCI Whltel^s Q (0990 088990) 
Virgins: Chelsea <0171 - 352 50%) 
Fulham Road (0171-3702636) 
Trocaderofijl0’71-434 i»j) 1 

JOHNS (161 F/mpartvrdc drarr .4 
UXXJi Los Angttes huirters. -.vnh LuKai 
Haaiar<iDiv*3ArguHre Dnec’or 
Scon Sirrer 

ABC Piccadilly i017l-)37 366i ( 

Metro 10171-437 0757) 

♦ RIDICULE 1 15) Paina s 

*iii/and diverting coiiurr* sol m 

Lou.s At s court, with Fanny AnJanr 
Ji-an R»3ietat 

ABC Swiss Centre fOI71-439 44701 

♦ SCREAM 1 18) Was Cra-.’vn’i 
iduoing honor roiro wlh rf^ve 
Camotwfl and .n-pjAes gatore 
Odeon Mezzanine (giOiSl-315 4215 i 
W ernenOi 71-437 A343i 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S ROMEO 
t> JULIET -,12i Eher.esconr 
orteiroyiri traarmoiit Lc-orjida 
OOpno and ‘rtiue Danes as rh= s:a 1 - 
aoueokMii Dirercr BacLudimam 
Odeon Mezzanine®<0 \fs<-2 1542151 
Plaza gl 10990 8839901 Warner i0)71 

<2- 4343, 


Cheltenham racy course 


The composer Michael Berkeley has given 
one of Britain's oldest music festivals a new 
lease of life. John Allison talked to him 


E ven 10 the relatively small 
audiences that contemporary 
composers reach, the men 
and women behind the music 
are seldom recognisable faces. Michael 
Berkeley admits rhat his high profile is 
the result of his parallel broadcasting 
career. "It can be a nuisance when 
you're trying to become known as a 
composer. But every composer has to 
earn a living, and broadcasting was 
how 1 made mine after leaving college. 
Besides, there's a bit of the frustrated 
performer in me.” 

Berkeley also wears another hat: he 
is artistic director of the Cheltenham 
Music Festival, which opens on Satur¬ 
day. With no fewer than two dozen 
world premieres on offer, there is a 
strong accent on modern music, but 
also an AusrTO-Germanic theme in¬ 
spired by the anniversaries of Brahms. 
Schubert and Mendelssohn. The wide 
scope of the festival encompasses even 
Johannes Ockeghem, 500 years after 
his death. Since raking control of the 
festival two years ago. Berkeley' has 
transformed a parr of British musical 
life once considered, like its home, a 
little staid. 

His connections with new music go 
back to childhood. His father was the 
most Francophile of British composers, 
Lennox Berkeley; his godfather Britten. 
Poulenc and Walton were regular 
visitors 10 the house. For a while he 
rebelled against this background, play¬ 
ing in a rock group called Seeds of 
Discord. "My father scratched his 
head over that especially when we 
were practising in the basement while 
he was trying to compose upstairs.". 
But most of these figures can be 
detected as influences on Berkeley’s 
style, along with his other great 


The BBC Symphony Orchestra 
appears at the Cheltenham Festi¬ 
val on Friday July il at 7.30pm. 
playing Brahms. Mahler and a 
new work by Vic Hoyland. The 
first 25 Times readers to call the 
box office (01242 227979J can buy 
two tickets for Ihe price of one. 


formative experience, singing as a 
chorister in Westminster Cathedral. 

This summer has been a good rime 
to assess the music of the 4#-year-o/d 
Berkeley. Even though his most impor¬ 
tant scores, like the darinet and organ 
concertos, the opera Baa Baa Black 
Sheep and the string quartet Magnetic 
Field, have not been played, both the 
Spitalfields and Aldeburgh festivals 
featured him in "Composer Portrait” 
concerts. Against two general trends, of 
modem music becoming easier on the 
ear and the gradual mellowing that 
most composers seem to experience. 
Berkeley is retreating from easy acces¬ 
sibility. There is less of the lyricism and 
what he calls "the naughty French 
harmonies". ‘I'm a late developer. My 
father was too. I'm now just finding my 
own real language." 


H is own music will not be 
prominent at Cheltenham 
this year, although for the 
first time he will be high¬ 
lighting his father's work. "1 know he’s 
out of fashion — I feel rather sad for my 
mother — but I think his best chamber 
pieces will stand the test of rime. R?ople 
ask if I didn't fall under his shadow, 
but in a way 1 never did. He was quite 
contained and insular, and 1 some¬ 
times found that frustrating, because i 
wanted his music to shout and scream 
at me. There was an awful moment 
when he realised I was getting interest¬ 
ed in a different kina of music, in 
Boulez and those things. I think he 
minded because it meant I wasn't so 
interested in what he was doing. But 
I’ve come back." 

It is Berkeley's policy ar Cheltenham 
to include one work by a living 
composer in each programme. "A 
living composer of whom 1 approve! 
The minimalists can take care of 
themselves, but there is a shortage of 
performing space for those composers 
who have a more cerebral, gritty style. 
The pendulum has swung too far the 
other way from the diktats of the 
Sixties. Now. almost anything goes. 
Under the guise of reinventing the past 
there's a lot of bland music bring 
written, it lacks integrity." 



Michael Berkeley: showcasing his father's music at this year’s festival 


Important orchestral premieres over 
the next fortnight include commissions 
from John Buller, Vic Hoyland and 
Julian Anderson, and each will be 
framed by well-loved masterpieces 
rather than more contemporary music. 
“I know that if we put on Brahms and 
Beethoven the audience will lend me 
their ears for 15 minutes." 

Berkeley is currently writing pieces 


for the Takacs Quartet, the London 
Symphony Orchestra and Colin Davis, 
and the National Youth Orchestra and 
Rostropovich. And before he leaves 
Cheltenham in 2000, he plans another 
opera there, to a libretto by David 
Maiouf based on the domestic core of 
Jane Eyre . 

"-•Ttu* Cheltenham Femal IQ12-L? 2779?J} 
begins on Saturday and runs until July Jti 


ACCORDING to Bobby Wat¬ 
son, small-group acoustic jazz 
reached such a peak of perfec¬ 
tion in the 1950s and 1960s that 
contemporary outfits playing 
in the medium would do well 
to avoid straightforward emu¬ 
lation of the form’s classic 
practitioners: "That's not mov¬ 
ing rhe tradition forward, 
playing their jazz. What does 
is taking what you grew up 
with and adding to it. crearing 
new traditions." Accordingly, 
the 43-year-old Kansas-born 
saxophonist is one of |OQ0s 
jazz's restless souls, his music 
clearly imbued with his love 
and respect for bop and hard- 
bop's classic figures, while 
being thoroughly modem. 

Like his one-time mentor. 


After the bop was over 


Art Blakey. for whose celebrat¬ 
ed Messengers Watson was 
MD in the late 1970s. he is a 
keen stimulator of youthful 
talent. But unlike Blakey he 
does not shape his band 
members into a pre-existing 
musical mould, but uses their 
freshness and creativity to 
fashion those “new tradi¬ 
tions". In this particular quar¬ 
tet. at Frith St until Saturday, 
experience is represented by 
Watson and Essiet Okon 
Essiei — the Messengers' last 
bassist — and youth by key¬ 
board player Orrin Evans and 
drummer Rodney Green Jr. 


JAZZ 


Bobby Watson 
Ronnie Scott’s 


The music is a species of 
polished but passionate post- 
bop. with the emphasis 
strongly on the “post". Having 
captured the audience's atten¬ 
tion with an exuberant, bub¬ 
bling solo alto introduction, 
executed at blistering speed 
and packed with eel-like rwisis 
and turns. Watson led his 


band into an insistent but 
lively theme entitled Thank 
You. creating a platform for 
Evans to execute a sparkling 
solo on acoustic piano, and for 
Essiet to produce a more 
circumspect contribution. 

Watson's is one of the 
brightest, most fluent alto 
sounds in the music, at its best 
when vigorously propelled by 
a sensitive but hard-driving 
drummer. Victor Lewis, the 
doyen of such players, has 
frequently filled Watson’s 
drum chair, but in Rodney 
Green Jr he has found a 
worthy successor. Brisk, as¬ 


sertive, but always alive to the 
many rhythmical nuances in 
Watson's tricky themes. 
Green is as at home hammer¬ 
ing out a regular backbeat 
without allowing ii to lapse 
into robotic regularity as he is 
slyly embellishing breezy orig¬ 
inals like Ode to Aaron dedi¬ 
cated to Watson's infant son. 

Its musical texture varied by 
Evans's judicious use of key¬ 
board effects, but always fore¬ 
grounding Watson’s inven¬ 
tiveness. the quartet provided 
the perfect support for Wat¬ 
son'S artistic objective: “You 
constantly need to redefine 
yourself, because you are your 
main competition." 

Chris Parker 


ART GALLERIES 


THEATRES 


NEW GRAFTON 
GALLERY 
J9 Church Road 
Barmr-. SW!3 
0IS1 74SS850 
Arils is of Today 
and Tomorrow 
Part I 

L'oiil 26 July 


OPERA & BALLET 

COUSEUM 0171SJS SOT 
8 JULY to S AUGUST 

THE KIROV BALLET 

“THE BEST Swan Lake/ 

OwCtaute' 

SflT^nm n C A Geefe* 

Th» Steeong Beauty/ trip Fcman ol 
B»hcrrcaraafff5t3*i1 Dyng Swan, bj 
Swore tie iaftas. PaoAxn 
Danc«/ Rom« & JiAnLes 
Syiptafca. Schemade. The firetad 


COUSEUM 0171 632 MC0 (24hn 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPEHA 
Toni 7 00 (GALA IN AID OF THE 
NATIONAL SCHIZOPHRENIA 
FELLOWSHIP) CA RMEN 
7 ana 7 JO (LAST PfcHK) 

DON PASQUALE 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE017> 3« 
4000 to B» Office a SmtJ/ irto 
Triiasaialacfconiheffly 

The Royal Opora 

Sir 7 30 DENNIS ffNBLL 
bi recital 

Mon 5 00 DIE MEtSTERSlNGER 
VON NURNBERa 
V«x»FMttvaJ 
Ton'c730. Sal ? 00 (last 
MACBETH (1847) In concert 
Ttnor. Tue 7.30 SWON 
BOCCANEGRA (1857) 

Tht Royal Bafol 
Sffl i tepm. Wed 230 S 7 *TIap''5 
pySH C OMES TO S HOVE/ 
forte's STEPTBfT/Guse/S 

thetausman pas oe deu» 

Babrehmes 

SYMPHONYINC ... i 


theatres 

an&PHJ ccMhretnn 3|M 

QQSJ 0171-IS01230 in tkfl l»l 

wmffi 

HENSHALL 


CHICAGO _ 

TlfiDROPOEADmiWAYHT 

PM w C > 1 -zn270a0pgsMS!g. 


ADELPH1 

" Ludicrously oTOBrtatrUfig"D Tgl 

JERRY LEWIS 
DAMN YANKEES 

“SHOULD BE PLAYING INTO 
THE NEXT MILLENNIUM"3 Times 
Eves 7 JOpm Mas Ttvs &■ Sat 
2.30pm Red. price Thura mats. 

Rod. pries Famfly Tidcsts 
01714IJ 1 777 (24hra) Grps 08t» 
614903 Pin 9303000[noise 

ALDWYCH 017) 416 H»7f£l t*g 
lee) 0171 420 0000 p* hrs/no 
bkgtos) 

Evcg 7 so. Wed & Sal mao 3 

“THE BEST ORIGINAL PLAY IN 
TOWN Herald Trftune 
MICHAEL ALEC, 

GAMBON McCOWEN ! 

“TOWERING 

PERFORMANCES" j 

Evening Standard 

TOM it CLEM 

anew play by 

STEPHEN CHURCHE1T 

arecfttlty 
RICHARD WILSON 
Season ends 28 July 
LAST A WEEKS 
ALDWYCH 0171 4166009 
0171420 0000 (24trt.no ttg 'eej 
Frevewi^om July » 

Opens Aug S at t JO 
ALAN BATES 


LIFE SUPPORT 

A new pfay hr SIMON GRAY 

Dretted by HAROLD PINTER 
erasMtK-saa MmWsddSaj 
APOLLO LABATTS BO er (no 
lee) 0171 ai 6 6083 a M bk? tee 344 
4444)420 0000 Gips416*75 
Ireephcne 0800614 903 

SUMMER HOLIDAY 

■*Th8 WHmato Fed Good Show” 

CUfRtdianl ThfSui 

Starring DARREN DAY 
ROSS CLARE 

KING BUCKFI&D 

HILARY O'NEIL 

Lnrirf Simmer Season 
Prevs tram law OparsBJuly 
Mon-Sal 720 Wed&SajM3B330 

APOLLO VICTORIA cc 0171 at6 
6055 CCMKfltfl 344 44440171 
420 OXBGrpa 416 6075(4(33321 

Andrew Lloyd Webberti 

STARUGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 

WHeKnuddenna I945da*y 
Tig&Sai3omTd^l5(ramC1250 


APOLLO 2«T cc 0171 494 5070 
ccQ17i 344 4444 (Wgiew) 
lips 0171434 5454 
BEN ELTON’S 

POPCORN 

"Fast, hmny and downright 
sexy" Ewwg Standard 
"A Woody good night out." F T 
Mgn-SatSOQpm 
Mats Wed 100cm Sal 4 OCpti 

j CAMBRIDGE 494 MB0/416 6060 
344 4444/420 00001* t*g Iwt 
Groups 434 5454 
4166075M13 3321/436 5588 

CREASE 

Starring SHANE RICHIE 
"A Monster HR" D Mntr 
MofrSai 7.30pm. WW S Sat mal 3pm 
GREASE NOW BKG INTO 199S1 

COMEDY 0171 369 1731 

344 4444(43) 0008 Cams) 

Ewm a. Ua« Wed 3 6 Sal 4 30 
THE PETER HALL COMPANY 
PFiatBOWtiS , 

CARMEN SNAIERA HENRI McGEE 
PAUL DANIELS 1 

ti fctortre's nfcarous comedy 

THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES 

■POanVELY GUTTERING.. 
THIS IS AS GOOD AS IT OsTB" 
_ Daft Mal _ 

CRITERION 369 1737/344 4444 

REDUCED SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY in 

THE COMPLETE WORKS 
OF WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abridged) 
«37Pttyin97Mnre5 
"HBarious" Tmes 
Wats77war3.32!ar5 
Sun a 4. Eves X 8pm 
TOE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (abridged) 
Tuesdays 8pm 
New Booking to Jan 9S 

AIR CONDITIONED TVEATRE 

DOMINION 017165613890990 
JC302QTO90 TOmtll 714200000 
(Dkg l»l Grps 0171 416 086.1)171 
3121»7/IB»6U903 

London has felan in tom with 
DISNEY’S 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

THE NEW HIT MUSICAL 
“AN ENCHANTED EVENING- 
GENUINELY GLORIOUS" D Tei 
"A FEAST OF GOOD FUN" D Maf 
MonSa 7.30 Wed 8 Sal Mats’230 


DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 

SSrc (EW|F*|.24hr7ctctf;0l7i -*34 
5000W 4W0) (TOO *p> 
5454,-413 33 1 i/3i 2 MOO 

MISS SAIGON 

THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
OF OUR TIME" 

NOW IN ITS 

BTH EXTRAORDMAHY YEAR! 

Eves 7 45 Mas Wed fi Sa 3pn 
Good seats avail (or Wed Mat 
A Borne porta - apply B.O. 
FOR TELEPHONE/POSTAL 
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■THEATRE 2 


Neil Bartlett 
goes to hospital 
to offer a 
quiricy lecture 
on Poussin's 
paintings 


THE) 


sTTMES 


ARTS 



■ THEATRE 3 


Odd goings-on 
on an ocean 
liner, as the 
1920s sensation 
Outward Bound 
is revived 



■ TOMORROW 


Saxophonist 
Ornette Coleman 
reveals why he 
has a new partner 
on his explorations 
of free jazz 



THEATRE: Bad days of the good time had by all; a .ghostly ship sails again; fine Americana; spirituality old and new 




MARLVN KINGWBLL 


fUfts**r*' 



W hen Tallulah 
Bankhead played 
Cleopatra, John 
Mason Brown 
dedajed that “she barged 
down the Nile and sank”. 
When she took a genteel role 
in Henry James's Europeans, 
another critic wrote that “only 
Mae West as Snow White 
could have seemed more un¬ 
stated to a part”. 

In the one-woman play she 
has written for Kathleen 
Turner, Sandra Ryan Hey¬ 
ward cites the first of those 
put-downs, but not the second. 
It is to her credit that she does 
not let the evening become a 
stream of anecdotes and funny 
one-liners, for Bankhead was. 
the source of more of both than 
any American actress who has 
yet lived. 

What does ihe offer instead? 
A reminder, often enjoyable 
and sometimes more, that solo 
biography is a tricky dramatic 
genre. Together, Heyward 
and Turner try to provide 
background, report the odd . 
key event, evoke their subject's 
character, assess her acting 
and offer some homespun 
psychoanalysis. All this while 
pretending that Bankhead is 
throwing a party in support of 
President-to-be Truman that, 
by some weird quirk of time, is 
also occurring after she played 
Blanche in A Streetcar Named 


Tallulah 

Minerva, Chichester 


Desire,. which was deep in the 
Eisenhower era. 

rt is all rather a Jumble, and 
it has an odd effect on Turner. 
She handles the play's difficult 
bats better than the easy ones. 
In the first half, she seemed to 
be displaying a tension rather 
different from the sort you 
might expect from an over-the- 
hill Bankhead about to face a 
lot of smart guests. Her diction 
was sometimes scrambled, the 
timing of her sharper tines 
slightly oft But in the second, 
when Bankhead exposes more, 
sottishness, insecurity and 
self-hatred, Turner is painful¬ 
ly effective. ....... 

Either way, the portrait that 
emerges is of a wayward' 
Southern belle, spoilt by her 
famous father yet unsure of 
his love and consequently 
desperate for applause. Hence- 
her exhibitionism, which var¬ 
ied from doing cartwheels in 
the Algonquin foyer with: no 
knickers on. to flaunting her 
erotic adventures (“sex is sim¬ 
ply the business of the three 
people involved*}. Hence her 
halfconsrious decision, not of 
course uncommon in the pro¬ 
fession, to become a great star 
rather than a fine actress. 


Actually, she was a stronger 
actress than legend claims.' 
The reviews of her go-getting 
Regina in Lilian Heilman'S: 
Liale Faxes —' “cold, calculat¬ 
ing and calmly cruel, her 
wrath a rumble of thunder 
with flashes of lightning" — 
surely suggests that. But Hey¬ 
ward skims very cursorily 
over all this. Onoperson life- 
stories seldom go deep. 

“You've been in a relation¬ 
ship like that." remarked 
Turner's Bankhead after de¬ 
scribing her affair with the 
reckless. bisexual "Naps". 
Aldington.. “Hell, isn't it?": and 
there was a sage nod finom the 
bespectacled chap in the front 
row she was addressing. The 
pretence that the Chichester 
audience are her guests comes 
across as facetious. 

But despite that, and despite 
the fact that Turner lodes 
..more tike a glamorous blonde 
Amazon than her subject ever 
did, Michael Rudman’s pro¬ 
duction has its true, touching 
njqmpnts JVheri this TaluHah 
talks of her contempt for her 
own follies, or, after a spectac¬ 
ularly drunken episode, of a 
shame "so thick and blade I 
could taste ir. I fell (Hie good 
actress was inhabiting the 
viscera of another. 

Benedict . 
Nightingale 



H ere is a play that so 
caught die public fan¬ 
cy back in 1923 that it • 
. became something of a reper-' 
toiy standard between the 
wars. "Obviously, it is the duty 
'■ of every serious playgoer to see 
...this play," wrote tiie man in 
The Sunday Times. But over 
' the past four or five decades 1 
dont suppose many of us 
playgoers, • whether serious, 
casual or unashamedly flip¬ 
pant have even been offered 
the chance to see Sutton Vane’s 
"strange, queer, original, fan¬ 
tastic” piece of dramatic mys¬ 
tery and comfort 
An assortment of passen¬ 
gers find themselves on board 
an ocean liner. They do hot 
remember exactly how they 


I have seen some memora¬ 
ble plot twists and some 
twisted plots, but few that 
compare to the second half of 
Nob’s latest “Americana” 
play. He may be economical punchlines with minimal fuss, 
with his name, but the writer- - and maximum impact With a 
director who had a small hit leer never far from his lumpy 
with Blue Eyes Red on the face, he uses bis moments of 
fringe two years ago is never emotional blackmail to worm 
less than generous. with his way through Beth’s stiff- 
unsavoury truths. tipped defences. 

Here, in a small American In a play as manipulative as 

backwater, he laboriously sets-, this it is probably a nonsense 
up a doomed relationship to talk about unbalanced per- 
between Beth, a woman past fonnances. But yes, CTMea- 
her prime, and David, her 23- • re’s rather luckless role as 
year-old infatuated boyfriend. David, die mechanic with the 
We see them plodding rather 2CV brain, would certainly 
unconvincingly between the benefit from a 40ft screen, 
bedroom, the fridge and the Here he gets steamrollered by 
sofa like teenage lovers, until Bryer’s dharismarically ugly 
Beth’s unpleasant former bus- Bifi. while Jean Stanley steals 
band Bill, a former convict, the rest of the stage as the 
arrives like a bad dream. - haid^bftttm soft-centred Beth. 

Not only does this paunchy. There are several passages 
middle-aged redneck seem in- of writing-that mark out Noli 
capable erf leaving, he starts "as someone who can turn a 


Daddy Come Home 
: BAC.SW11 


'One good actress inhabiting the viscera of another: Kathleen Turner gets to the nitty-gritty of Tallulah Bankhead in Sandra Ryan Heyward’s play 

Dead in the water? Yes and no SStSSS 


arrived; their attention wan¬ 
ders when asked where they 
are bound. -In the Smoke 
Room (quaint period touch) 
dass distinctions generate the 
conversation fur-quite some 
while as unpleasant charac¬ 
ters such as Mrs Cliveden- 
Bariks — who is “very 
particular about her hyphen" 
— display the range of their 
unpleasantness. 

Everyone behaves scrupu¬ 
lously according to type: the 
young wastrel drinks, the 
parson dithers, the business¬ 
man hectors and although 


Outward Bound 

Palace, Watford 


Mrs Midget'S shabby clothes 
may come from the Lambeth 
Road her heart is gold. 

What sort of ship is this 
where Scrubby, the attentive 
steward, is the only crew 
member ever to be seen? And 
why do the pair of droopy 
young lovers keep mentioning 
the smell of gas? Inevitably, 
the first act denoument cannot 
be the sensation it apparently 


was in hs time, for we have 
since become familiar with the 
“assortment of passengers" 
genre. Even the notion that 
Heaven and Hell are one and 
the same place is no longer 
particularly new. though Vane 
may have been the first to tell 
us so. 

My old agent learnt his craft 
from the woman who had 
Vane as a client, and during its 
first triumphant run an Italian 
composer wrote asking if he 
could base an opera on the 
play. She indignantly refused; 
this masrerpiece was not to be 


set to music by “some Italian 
organ-grinder!". So he wrote 
Turandat instead. 

To be brutally honest a 
librettist's hand would greatly 
improve Vane's play, striking 
out the repetitions and irrele¬ 
vance that dog the movement 
of the first two acts. Once the 
ship has docked ar the end of 
its voyage, and the clouds 
visible through the portholes 
have turned a rosy pink, there 
are passages that become un¬ 
deniably touching. When Si¬ 
mon Coury’s parson rerites a 
childhood prayer the play 


could tumble into an abyss of 
sentimentality, but the sincer¬ 
ity of his bearing prevents 
this. 

There is nothing special 
about the acting (although l 
did see the play at its'last 
preview at the Palace Theatre 
in Watford), or about Giles 
Croft's direction either one of 
the downstage comers is poor¬ 
ly lit, and the young lovers are" 
often cruelly exposed with 
nothing to do but hug and 
keep silent But Outward 
Bound is strange, queer in the 
old sense of eerie, original and 
certainly fantastic, and that is 
almost enough. In the absence 
of arias. 

Jeremy Kingston 


By some miracle, it works 

L ike some venerable MvdervPlavs chers have been usurped b 

comet the cyde of Ches- J * •* armies of schoolchildren, woi 

ter Mvsterv Plavs now Chester Cathedral thy community groups am 

Green 


unwrapping and par ad i n g 
Beth’s less than exotic past like 
so much dirty laundry. 
Smalltalk along the lines of 
“Who’s the toyboyT create 
predictable flashpoints with 
Daniel O’Meara’s increasing¬ 
ly surly David.. 

After a few more visits to the 
fridge, the play starts lurching 
like a drunk, not from the beer 

consumed but because of Bill’s 

increasingly heady revela¬ 
tions. The fact that it does not 
lurch into farce is a tribute to 
Chas Bryer’s paunchy, griz¬ 
zled Bill, who-delivers his 


cheap dramatic thrill into 
something morally sticky and 
desperate; That these mo¬ 
ments are as unexpected as 
chunks of realhym a spaghetti, 
western does not mean that 
they are any less welcome. 

Like Tracy Letts, who wrote 
the trailer park chiller. Killer 
Joe , Noli finds rich pickings in 
American white trash culture. 
His work is hot as stylish or as 
mardandy funny as Letts’S yet, 
but it’s not for beyond him. 

James 

Christopher 


L ike some venerable 
comet, the cyde of Ches¬ 
ter Mystery Plays now 
xomes around eveiy five 
years, James Christopher 
writes.. That it manages to 
crime around at all is some¬ 
thing of a miracle. It is a 
tribute really to an astonish¬ 
ing act of faith and a particu¬ 
larly stubborn breed of 
northerners who have been 
replaying the Bible’s greatest 
hits since Middle Ages monks 
wanted to be the Rudolph 
Valentinos of their day. 

These plays on carts, how¬ 
ever, never truly came into 
their own until the local 
guildsmen started performing 
their own fantastically hack¬ 
neyed episodes to the irrever¬ 
ent delight of a largely 
bevvied dty. For seasoned 
collectors of medieval cycles it 
is always a joy to discover 


bow little has changed. For 
the rest of us it is utterly 
bemusing how Chester man¬ 
ages to pul together such a 
hopelessly unprofessional re¬ 
vival of Britain’s most endur¬ 
ing piece of theatre. 

Inevitably there are innova¬ 
tions which will depress the 
purists. Hie artistic director, 
George Roman, has corralled 
the whole sbebang into a 
giant tent on Cathedral 
Green; the 19 stories from the 
Creation and Fall to the 
Judgment are split into three 
parts spread over three nights; 
and the guilds of Skinners. 
Tanners, Daubers and Tbat- 


T he venue is the first oddity, Jeremy . The Seven Sacraments 

of Nicolas Poussin . 

wheeled in there on a trolley to meet a Royal London Hospital, El 

man with a knife. Bin a teaching hospital __-- 

is also a place for instruction, and Neil 

Bartlett venue Bartlett enters, in white coat and at full 

part speed, as one who has just completed his 
for his latest solo piece* P?**.iS^^the evening round, the audience can feel that 

B1 ^*f tl LSE k SntirK!s mm? in die for the next SO minutes they are students: 

suite of seven paintings in this case, students of a sort of life. 

scant The journey begins with Baptism and 

1 W i^S^imnoitio^Qnmy ends at Extreme Unction, that is to say, 
attention rotltesecwnposj ^ Death, for, as Bardett points out we may 

m Pf to Edinburgh. bu be the last generation for whom religious 

meditated upon than cwr many^ graves Sn be uttered without foot- 
looking for a way^ m disown notes. Between these terminal points the 

treatment . other five are readied in an order puzzling 

vvmerxe. TheresulMsa gmnj ^ f orrae r Cathobc, for whwn Finance 
thought-provoking J***“J“ • had to come before Confirmation, but the 

whereajxmpare^t^^job^. ^ governed a 

17th and die : ®^^ n ^ hel j c ^|nd feeling^artistic rhytiun. allowing the 
curving route between aestneucs emotionally more detached- sections to 


Bartlett enters, in white coal and at full 
speed, as one who has just completed his 
evening round, the audience can feel that 
for the next SO minutes they are students: 
in this case, students of a sort of life. 

"Hie journey begins with Baptism and 
ends at Extreme Unction, that is to say. 
Death, for, as Bartlett points out we may 
be the last generation for whom religious 
references can be uttered without foot¬ 
notes. Between these terminal points the 
other five are readied in an order puzzling 
to a former Catholic, for whom Penance 
had to crane before Confirmation, but the 




use there is probably not a line of enmson 
curtains across the - blackboard^ nor 

wide screen above them, but when 


emotionally more detached - sections to 
alternate with the confesrionaK .. 

Each Is ato. approached differently, at 
one time parodying the. lecture-hall ap¬ 
proach and spelling blit the difficult 


ziaznes. at another going straight into 
identification with die. figures in the 
composition,-At his boldest the thoughts 
of Mary Magdalene washing the feet of 
Jesus become the thoughts of a contempo¬ 
rary man involved in humiliating coition, 
where sex and forgiveness meld together, 
fcfound myself shifting uneasily here. 

Only one of the paintings is ever shown 
in its entirety, and then it is projected 
upon Bartlett’s body so that he must 
shuffle sideways to identify the individual 
apostles for us. But details of a dove, a 
key, a ceremonial lamp, are projected 
upon the screen, and Bartlett's collabora¬ 
tor. the artist Robin Whitmore draws a 
succession of hands on the blackboards. 
These sapiences coincide with what 
Bartlett is saying at the time and 
powerfully reinforce it lines seemingly 
drawn at random almost magically 
connect to form a palm pouring water, 
hands at prayer, hands with or without a 
wedding ring. Nothing is drawn for the 
final sacrament, but Bartlett himself 
becomes the modem equivalent of ks 
central figure, resting his own hand on a 
bed from which life has at last departed. 


chers have been usurped by 
armies of schoolchildren, wor¬ 
thy community groups and 
scratch theatre companies. 
Carnal knowledge, like acting 
talent, is out of the question. 
To think that an eight-year- 
old Adam and Eve might be 
doing anything other than 
scrum ping apples in Eden is 
not an issue. Other efforts to 
update it are, on the whole, so 
comically anachronistic they 
almost work- 

in Cain and AbeL a proces¬ 
sion of cars and jeeps drives 
through the tent, characters 
wear suits and cany mobile 
phones, and Rob Pomeroy’s 
Cain murders Abel because 
the EU has lifted the ban on 
British beet But there are 
ancient compensations. Chris 
Lonsdale’s Lucifer is a famil¬ 
iar yob, and God, confined to 
a loudspeaker, is, as ever in 
the Scriptures, an interfering 
egomaniac. 

On the negative side there is 
barely an actor in Part I who 
can make the wiry, rough 
poetiy sing. The adult leads 
all wear glasses and act like 
geography teachers, which 
engenders a puritanical lack 
of bawdiness. The notable 
exceptions are Janice Webb, 
who plays Mrs Noah with 
scarlet exuberance; and Mike 
Evans, who plays Herod like 
Richard III; Despite Evans's 
efforts. The Magi and Inno¬ 
cence is like watching paint 
dry. The rest of his cast 
managed to massacre the 
verse long before they got 
round to massacring the 
children. 

The real charm is the native 
wit and homemade props that 
go into orchestrating such an 
epic endeavour, it is no better 
demonstrated than in_ Noah's 
Flood, where the spirit and 
sheer size of the commitment 
actually bring a tear to the eye. 
There is. nothing: like a 
healthy dose of organisational 
and technical chaos to dull the 
critical faculties. 
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the chance to win one of 50 pairs of YJP tickets ro the 
Songs & Visions concert on Saturday August In which 
indudes a champagne dinner at Wembley Stadium's 
grand stand rest a u ra nt. 

Songs C' Visions — The Cavlsberg Concert '97 is set to 
be the musical event of the year with, an expected 
audience of 74.000. The greatest hits of the last 40 
years are going to be sung by Rod Stewart. Jon Bon 
Jovi. Sealk.d. lang, Steve Wimvood. Robert Palmer 
and Mary J. Blige as solos, duels, trios and more. 
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Becoming the jewel 
in her own crown 


Lawrence 

James 

celebrates the 
Indian passion 
for politics 


B ritish India ended 50 years 
ago. Note, like James 
Fruude's Middle Ases. ii 
has become a "faded pag¬ 
eant". far disium and glimpsed 
through photographs of Simla 
tennis' parties and confident sahibs 
posing before the corpses of freshJy- 
shor tigers. Or. there is the newsreel 
footage which opens each episode 
of The Jew! in the Crown. The 
King Emperor. George V. si is in an 
elaborate howdah on the back of a 
caparisoned elephant which carries 
him to a pavilion where he will 
receive the homage of rajas dressed 
in their gala finery. All around 
swarm plumed officials and tur- 
banned soldiers. 

The theatre of imperial power 
was awesome but deceptive. The 
Raj was always precarious. .As one 
Victorian governor-general ob¬ 
served: "If each bluck man took up 
a handful of sand and by united 
effort cast it upon the white-faced 
intruders, we should be buried 
alive." Only with the passive acqui¬ 
escence of the Indian masses and 
the active cn-operarion of hundreds 
nf thousands of soldiers, clerks, 
policemen and village functionar¬ 
ies could the outnumbered British 
survive as rulers bent on the moral 
and physical regeneration of India. 
Behind the facade lay a scaffolding 
constructed from compromises'. 
Over a third of India was governed 
by princes who had thrown in their 
lot with the conquerors. 

Echoes of the spirit of quietism 
and collaboration can be found in 
Patrick French's fascinating, well- 
wrirten and richly detailed survey¬ 
or the Raj's dissolution. At Amritsar 
he discovered an old Indian lady 
who had been a child when Rex 
Dyers soldiers shot down several 
hundred demonstrators in 1919 
Her father, a professional man. 
had told her that those who died 
deserved to. simply because the 
general had banned all public 
meetings. But he had. at a stroke, 
severely bruised the moral reput¬ 
ation of the Raj and reinforced 
Gandhi's claim that, in essence, it 
was an ungodly imposition on the 
Indian people. 

Like the British. Gandhi had a 
recipe for rhe salvation of India. 
They wanted to modernise, while 
he believed that all would be well 
once they had departed and his 
countrymen stayed in their vil¬ 
lages. bartered, spun cloth, looked 
for the truth within themselves and 
had regular bowel movements. 
French's politely irreverent treat¬ 
ment of the Mahatma is a welcome 
step in the right direction or a 
thorough, unemotional reappraisal 
of a man whose saintliness capri- 
vaied the peasant masses and 
whose political cunning astonished 
successive Viceroys. His greatest 
contribution to India's emancipa¬ 
tion lay in his ability to step up the 
momentum of constitutional 
change and compel the British to 
recognise that the Indian National 
Congress was a power to be 
reckoned with. greater even that 
that of their old allies the princes. 

Concessions came slowly and 
Congress's appetite increased to the 
point where it would only be 
satisfied with complete indepen¬ 
dence. Pressure was evened 
through mass protest campaigns 



Amity masking division: Jinnah and Gandhi feign friendship after abortive talks in Bombay. 1944 


which, despite Gandhi's pleas fur 
non-violence, always turned nasty . 
But the Raj had enough informers, 
policemen, and soldiers to hold die 
lid down. Gandhi temporarily dis¬ 
countenanced the British, bur he 
failed to make India ungovernable. 
Once it was clear that the Raj 
would be terminated. Indian col¬ 
laborators began to make terms 
with the profes¬ 
sional politicians 
who were destined 
to be their new 
masters. 

Civil servants 
led rhe way in 
what became a 
scramble for pow¬ 
er. although Clem¬ 
ent Attlee, who 
gave the orders in 
1947. naively 
hoped that the Raj 
would end with a 
dignified transfer of authority to 
governments which would remain 
stalwart friends of Britain. French 
rightly rates the man-rm-rhe-spot. 
Mount batten, as a "bit part actor", 
a powerbroker with no power to 
dispense, which explains why he 
repeatedly deferred to those who 
possessed* it. Whereas his predeces¬ 
sors had been driven by high 
principles. Mounrhatten followed 
the chicanes of expediency. French 
tries hard to be fair, hut the Iasi 
Viceroy's record speaks for itself: 
the shameful treatment of the 
princes, his open hostility to the 
Muslims, the tampering with the 
Indo-Pakistani boundary and the 
failure to take adequate measures 


to forestall the Punjab massacres. 
Mounrbanen saw things differently 
and spent the rest of his life puffing 
himself as a Solomonic ruler who 
achieved the impossible, a view not 
shared by his more reticent col¬ 
leagues. Auchinleck and Ismay. 

Much water has flowed under 
the bridge since die slaughter that 
marked the birth of India and 
Pakistan and. to 
judge from 
French's conversa¬ 
tions with the sur¬ 
vivors and their 
descendants, bit¬ 
terness has van¬ 
ished. The new- 
state of India soon 
had other preoccu¬ 
pations which are 
the subject of Pro¬ 
fessor Khilnani's 
perceptive and 
stimulating study. 
It is part of the history of India's 
first 50 years of independence and 
part a quest for a definition of what 
is to be Indian. 

He is at his most interesting 
when he traces the fortunes of 
democracy in India, it was a 
Western import, set down in a 
nation where the codes of caste 
obviated against equality-. Democ¬ 
racy has flourished, the author 
argues, because Indians have a 
passion for politics, and the brief 
period of Mrs Gandhis personal 
rule gave them sharp notice of what 
the alternative might be. The 
resilience of Indian democracy 
marks the country out from its 
Asian neighbours. 


A common faith in democracy 
mvist be considered an ingredient of 
that Indianness which " Professor 
Khalnani often finds hand to pin 
down. The founding fathers of 
Congress had dreamt of a sense of 
nationality which transcended reli¬ 
gion. caste and regional patriotism. 
But Muslim apprehension of a 
Hindu Raj succeding the British 
shattered this vision and with it the 
geographical unity which the Brit¬ 
ish had imposed. Today the drift is 
towards smaller partitions as the 
secular, rightly-knit state which the 
Nehru dynasty did so much to 
foster is being challenged. Political 
parries which are unashamedly 
Hindu in their appeal and the 
persistence of local particularism 
are opening up old fault lines. But 
the outlook remains favourable, 
just because Indians have such a 
strong attachment to democratic 
values. 

There are also what Professor 
Khalnani calls "human skills": the 
talents of Indians, which have 
somehow perpetuated the balanc¬ 
ing act that has held together a 
nation uf such great diversity. 
Pragmatic good sense prevails over 
ideology. w hich is why Sikh sepa¬ 
ratists and Hindu nationalists can 
manage to work in tandem to 
govern Punjab. Like the Raj. con¬ 
temporary India rests on a founda¬ 
tion of compacts and bargains. 
There are few bener ways to run a 
nation. 

Laurence James's The Rise and Fall of 
ihc Briti-h Empire if published by 
Abac:is. priced £9.Q1. 
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Roger Boyes on one man’s brush with the Stasi spies 


MARKUS WOLF, retired commu¬ 
nist spymaster. is on a tour of 
Germany promoting his memoirs. 
In a panel discussion the other day 
somebody asked him: “In which 
part of German society did you not 
have agents?" Wolf gave one of his 
unreliable smiles, took the com¬ 
ment as compliment and said 
norhing. 

Tim Gartan Ash. one of the 
shrewdest contemporary observers 
of Germany and Central Europe, 
lived in East Berlin between Janu¬ 
ary and October 1980. He was 
spied upon, has since been to see 
ms Stasi secret police file and can 
answer some of the questions left 
open by the likes of Wolf. The File 
actually does much more than that: 
it is a scintillating, extended essay 
on the nature of memory. During 
his stay Germany and Europe were 
edging closer to disintegration, 
from one age to another; Ga rton 
Ash. undecided about the course of 
his life (historian, writer, journal¬ 
ist. spy?) was groping towards a 
decision. He came to Berlin as a 
bright postgraduate and left as a 
man with a powerful inreUecfual 
and emotional commitment. 

Looking through his 325-page 
police file, he tries to reconstruct 
rhal period, comparing the Stasi’s 
notes with his own diary entries. In 
truth there is not much meat in the 
Stasi sandwich. The reason is 
simple: the Stasi was fishing to see 
if Carton Ash was a British spy. He 
was not (though he toyed with an 
offer) and no amount of East 
German tniffling could make a 
convincing case. 

The book gains substance with 
his musings about life in an 
authoritarian system, its ethical 
boundaries. "What is it that makes 
one person a resistance fighter and 
another the faithful servant of a 


Trove of 
secrets 
and 
lies 

dictatorship? This man Stauffen- 
berg. that a Speer." 

Tracking down the people who 
informed on him and their Stasi 
controllers. Garton Ash nibbles 
around this question. The inform¬ 
ers reported on him for a range of 
motives: a British communist, bril¬ 
liantly brought to life, seems to 
have shopped the author out of 


THE FILE 

By Timothy Garton Ash 

HarperCollins. £12.99 
ISBN 000255823 8 


obscure vanity; others included a 
poisonous cultural apparatchik 
who traded travel privileges for her 
small betrayals; others were old 
communists, true believers or sim¬ 
ply unable to learn new tricks. 
Some were blackmailed into col¬ 
laboration but no one needed to be 
pushed very hard. His university 
supervisor appears to be an in¬ 
former — but when Garton Ash 
probes harder, he finds the supervi¬ 
sor to be innocent, a victim of 
sloppy file writing. 

The File is about the limitations 
of files. For German readers it will 


be a useful corrective. They believe 
all too readily leakages from the 
[wo kilometres of files stored by the 
so-called Gauck authority in Ber¬ 
lin. There were, of course, huge 
numbers of Stasi informers but 
they remained a small minority", 
the' number of people who with¬ 
drew into their shells, who tried to 
keep their distance from the secret 
police, was far higher. Stasi history 
is not the history of East Germany, 
nor are Stasi files a substitute for 
the real, complex biographies of the 
people who lived in that defunct 
state. The least satisfactory part of 
the book is Garton Ash's 
doorstepping of the Stasi officers 
who supervised his file. They have 
nothing left ro say. 

There may be an argument for 
winding down the Stasi archives, 
for concluding, with Ernest Renan, 
that a united nation bonds as much 
from the shared forgetting of 
divisions as from the manipulation 
of common symbols. Bur I agree 
with Garton Ash's judgment that 
Germany is best served by keeping 
the files open. There will never be 
any easy bridges between East and 
West Germans. This psychological 
gulf will nor be narrowed by 
dosing down Gauck and mothball¬ 
ing the files. It needs time, candour 
and healing. 

Garton Ash’s book resembles in 
some ways the personal memoirs, 
now in vogue, that chronicle a 
quest for a dead father. But 
ultimately there will always be a 
missing piece in Where-are-you- 
Dad books. And so it is with The 
File. Garton Ash acknowledges the 
problem and passes on: "I am a 
father now. In just a few years rime, 
as the century ends, my own sons 
will set off on that perilous journey 
between childhood and maturity, 
each to their own personal Berlin.’ 


No children of men 


T his is not. as the title may 
suggest, a feminist tract, 
but a very significant book 
on the role of chemicals in 
possibly reducing our ability to 
reproduce. Cadbury tells a fasci¬ 
nating story of rhe science which 
has provided evidence that a wide 
variety of man-made chemicals 
are accumulating in our bodies 
with potentially serious effects on 
the incidence of cancer and the 
reduction of the fertility of males. 
It is a story based on extensive 
interviews with the scientists in¬ 
volved, and it provides an excel¬ 
lent picture of the scientific 
investigation of this complex prob¬ 
lem which could affect us all. 

The class of chemicals in the 
environment which could be dan¬ 
gerous for normal sexual develop¬ 
ment are those that can mimic the 
effect of the female hormone, 
oestrogen. These include the pesti¬ 
cide DDT and chemicals that are 
used to make plastics. They can be 
active at frighteningly low concen¬ 
trations. but the real danger lies in 
the fact that they may not be 
destroyed by the body and so 
persist and" accumulate. They 
could, in principle, both promote 
or repress the normal actions of 
oestragens. “In principle" is im¬ 
portant — it is very difficult to 
establish not only their effect but 
whether there is an effect at all. So 
while they could be the cause of 
the falling sperm counts in males 
— there are claims that it has 
fallen by almost half over the past 
25 years — the statistics are 
complex and die results not uni¬ 
versally accepted. But the evidence 
is persuasive. 

Something very worrying is 
also occurring with the sexual 
identity of animals in the wild. 
Alligators in the Florida swamps 
seem to be changing sex. And one 
of Cadbury's heroes. Theo 
Cnlbom. working in the Great 
Lakes of the United States, found 
reproductive abnormalities in 
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Illustration of a damaged sperm: threat to human fertility 
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wildlife ranging from minks to 
birds. Bui because the evidence is 
not conclusive with respect to the 
causes, the question of what to do 
remains difficult. To suggest ban¬ 
ning all potentially dangerous 
chemicals is naive. The cost to 
society would be enormous, as 
they are so widely used for so 


many products. As one of the 
leading scientists puts it “To get 
rid of them would actually intro¬ 
duce a revolution, the like of which 
we have not seen before, in our 
way of living." 

Her book raises issues that 
should make the anxieties that 
have been raised over the cloning 
of Dolly the sheep look less 
important than a mosquito bite. 
And one should ponder why all 
those biomoralists have taken so 
little interest. Could it be that, like 
the more than 3.000 deaths a year 
from motor cars, the issues are 
real, complex and uncomfortable 
and do not lend themselves to self- 
righteous pronouncements? 
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Beyer recording evil 


The soundtrack to a holocaust 


F or more rhan half a 
century now. Germany's 
Nazi past has been the 
dark, inexhaustible '.veilspring 
of rhe country's fiction. Marcel 
Beyer's virtuoso new novel — 
his first book to be published 
in English and ’.he work of a 
writer bom 20 years after rhe 
Third Reich ended — can rank 
among the most vivid and 
unsettling responses to the 
subject. 

Mixing history with provoc¬ 
ative invention. Beyer views 
Nazi Germany through the 
eves of Hermann Karnau. Or 
rather, he listens to ii with 
Kamau's ears. Fur Kamau is 


a sound engineer of extraordi¬ 
nary skill and dedication. In 
the stadiums and rallying 
grounds of the Third Reich he 
amplifies die message of the 
chief of propaganda, manipu¬ 
lating the great manipulator's 
voice so that its lies are heard 
to best advantage. In occupied 
.Alsace he plays his pan in 
"linguistic culling", silencing 
any sound that is nor German. 
Sent to the Eastern front, he 
crawls within earshot of death, 
listening for the whisper of 
enemy wireless through the 
thunder of the guns. Licensed 
to pursue his acoustic obses¬ 
sions in the lethal laboratories 


Ian Brunskill 
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of Nazi “science", he inflicts 
unspeakable torments in an 
effort to understand speech. 

Kamau's work is his life. In 
every spare moment, on frag¬ 
ile wax discs and purloined 
roles of magnetic rape, he 
records Germany’s descent 
into evil and ultimate defeat 
No voice is without signifi¬ 


cance. no sound too small to 
figure on the soundtrack of his 
country's self-destruction. He 
captures the murmur of stifled 
dissent, the propagandist's 
rant the bullying shour of 
command, the roar of popular 
approval, the rattle of parched 
tongues, the whimpering of 
children, the screams of the 
wounded, the laboured 
breathing of the crippled, the 
sneezes and wheezes and 
coughs of the sick, the snores 
of elderly sleepers, the silence 
of deaf mutes, the last gasps of 
the dying, the rasp of throats 
constricted in fear. 

Kamau's own voice — fas¬ 


tidious, plausible and quietly 
demented — alternates with 
that of Helga. the teenage 
eldest daughter of the (name¬ 
less but identifiable) Nazi pro¬ 
paganda chief. Hers is a more 
innocent, but no more reliable, 
narration. “Herr Kamau's the 
only grown-up here who isn’t 
crazy.” Helga thinks, once her 
family’s formerly privileged 
world has shrunk to the 
claustrophobic confines of a 
dank underground bunker in 
Berlin, where Kamau has 
been called to record a lost ^ 
leader's final ravings. And by 
then it hardly matters whether 
she is right. 


Favourite of divine providence 


"IF THE EXISTENCE of nat¬ 
ional distress is looked on as a 
reason for organic change in 
tin? constitution or in the 
individual* who comprise the 
Government." wrote Lord 
Melbourne about Cum Laws 
agilurinn in February IR42. 
"there is an end to all stability 
in public affairs." 

The reason Melbourne 
lasted so long in rhe upper 
echelons of government was 
that although by birth, breed¬ 
ing and conviction he was an 
ardietypal Whig, he made 
such consistently Tory noises 
that he retained the confidence 
of Parliament and country far 
longer than any genuine radi¬ 
cal could have. His desire to 
avoid rows has led some 
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reviewers ol this book to 
compare him to John Major, 
but in his ruthless confiscation 
of the Tories’ clothes lie is. in 
fact, far more a prototype for 
Tom Biair. 

"1 consider that England 
has been in the special protec¬ 
tion nf divine providence at 


certain periods of her history." 
he once told an embarrassed 
Cabinet, going on to cite the 
Spanish "Armada and the 
abortive 1798 French invasion 
of Ireland as instances. “The 
whole duty of government," he 
also explained in a thoroughly 
libertarian mood, "is to pre¬ 
vent crime and to preserve 
contracts." Talk of this kind 
led Tories to trust Melbourne 
in a way they never could 
Charles James Fox ur Lord 
John Russell. 

Once he had grown out of 
his Etun and Cambridge infat¬ 
uation with Bonaparte. Mel¬ 


bourne became a strong patri¬ 
ot during the Napoleonic 
Wars. His attitude towards 
Prince Albert's short-sighted 
attempt to set up the monar¬ 
chy as a national role model 
for family life was forthright 
“This damned morality will 
ruin everything." he stated, 
presumably referring to the 
monarchy's future rather than 
his own messy and licentious 
private life, which featured a 
fascination for pornography 
and flagellation. 

When Queen Victoria sug¬ 
gested that Albert be made 
King Consort he retorted; “For 


God's sake, ma'am, let’s have 
no more of it. If you get the 
English people into the way of 
making Kings, you will get 
them info the way of unmak¬ 
ing them.” Not all his remarks 
were so wise; on Words¬ 
worth’s Excursion, which he 
had not read, he claimed: "it is 
amazing when you leave a 
book upon the table, how 
much you know what is in it 
without reading it". 

As he attempts to reform the 
political honours system. 
Tony Blair might enjoy two of 
Melbourne’s most cynical 
jokes on the subject. "Give him 


the Thistle!” he once exclaimed 
about the honouring of one 
particularly uncouth Scottish 
peer. "Why, he'd eat it!" When 
someone suggested Mel¬ 
bourne take the blue riband of 
the Order of the Garter him¬ 
self he was nonplussed. "It 
may attract to us somebody of 
consequence which nothing 
else can reach. But what is the 
good of my taking it? I cannot 
bribe myself." 

With Lord David Cadi 's 
sublime 1939 portrait primari¬ 
ly a work of literature rather g 
than political analysis, and w 
Philip Ziegler’s superb 1976 
life now out of print, this 

thorough and well-researched 
life will easily do for the n&ft 
two decades. 
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Victory after terrible risk 


A partnership that was vital: Roosevelt and Churchill 


A vast literature has al¬ 
ready been devoted to 
Anglo-American rela¬ 
tions during the Second 
World War. and In particular 
the relationship between 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Winston Churchill The latest 
offering, from Professor War¬ 
ren Kimball, covers extremely 
familiar ground, but it has the 
special interest of being the 
work of an expert on FDR as 
war leader (Kimball has writ¬ 
ten a separate book on the 
subject, as well as editing the 
Churchill-Roaseveit corres¬ 
pondence). and one who at 
least tries to give a balanced 
account of the President's 
actions and motives. 

Kimball has a dear answer 
alike for admirers of FDR 
who beb'eve that he did ail that 
he could to bring his country 
into the struggle for freedom, 
as a full participant, and for 
critics who accuse him of 
plotting to undermine Ameri¬ 
ca's sound policy of neutrality. 
■“What he wanted." the author 
writes, “was to gain victory 


and global political influence 
withour paying the price. He 
had followed that course since 
1939, and there is every indica¬ 
tion he would have continued 
that ambivalence until events 
overtook the policy." 

The events occurred in De¬ 
cember 1941. and Kimball is 
realistic about them — up to a 
point. He admits that Pteari 
Harbor did not, in itself, bring 
the United StaTes info the 
European war. and might 

well nor have done so bur for 
Hiller’s obliging declaration 
of war four days later. But he 
suggests that this followed 
automatically from rhe Tri¬ 
partite Pact of September 1940 
— "a serious mi sea leu I a lion" 
by Hitler — which bound 
Germany and Italy to enter 
the war on Japan 7 s side. In 
fact, however, it bound them 
to do so only if Japan was 
attacked. Hitler would have 
been acting within the letter, if 
not the spirit, of the Pact had 
he chosen to make a lofty, 
American-style declaration of 
neutrality in relation to the 
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Far East, so presenting FDR 
with the surely impossible 
task of securing a declaration 
of war an Germany (and Italy} 
from the United States Senate, 
at a rime when Americans 
were overwhelmingly con¬ 
cerned with the threat from 
the Pacific. 

Of course it can be argued 
that Japan was forced 'into 
war. and so was, technically, 
the victim of aggression. 
FDR’s embargo on hish-oc- 
rane petroleum, following Ja¬ 
pan's occupation of southern 
French Indn-China two 
months or so before Pearl 
Harbor, “guaranteed war un¬ 
less the militarists in Tokyo 
were willing to back off." But 


those militarists did not have 
to make a direct attack un the 
United States in order to 
break the oil embargo. They 
could have obtained oil by 
occupying rhe Dutch East 
Indies, an outpost of Euro- 
jvan colonialism. Would the 
Senate have sanctioned a dec¬ 
laration of war on Japan in 
such an event? 

Since FDR wisely perceived 
Hiller as the greater threat to 
America, and had therefore 
bent American neutrality — 
without abandoning it — for 
the purpose of supporting 
those who were fighting Hit¬ 
ler. if is very strange indeed 
that he should have gratu¬ 
itously provoked the Japa¬ 
nese. " as he unquestionably 
did. and even stranger that 
Churchill should have encour¬ 
aged him in doing so. The 
consequences of this policy 
could easily have been disas¬ 
trous far the United States, 
and literally fatal for Britain. 

The actual outcome — that 
.America was attacked by Ja¬ 
pan. and then subjected to a 


declaration of war by the 
European Axis powers — was 
in no way predictable, but 
utterly providential. The war 
became a world war. with 
America comprehensively in¬ 
volved, and FDR was free to 
pursue his policy of bearinc 
Hitler first. Kimball dues not 
consider all that might have 
happened in December 1941 
had our enemies acted differ¬ 
ently. FDR. with Churchill's 
backing, took appalling and 
quiie unnecessary risks in the 
Far Easr. Fortunately for him 
— and for ail of us — his folly 
was far surpassed by that of 
the Japanese leaders, and then 
by Hitler's. 

Kimball Treats FDR and 
Churchill as men of roughly 
equivalent stature, even say¬ 
ing that they were both "mas¬ 
ters of the English language". 
One might suggest that Chur¬ 
chill. for ail his flaws, was by 
far the greater man, but that 
he had commend with the fact 
that FDR was presiding over 
by far the more powerful 
country. 
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Malcolm Bradbury on a writer whose 
adventures have overshadowed his work 
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L iterary travellers to the old 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe were often startled to 
be fold by their hosts that—in 
the century of Hemingway, Faulkner. 
Stein, Fitzgerald. Dos Passos —■ : the 
greatest modern American novelist 
was. naturally. Jack London. Meetly 
remembered in the -West for his 
adventurous tales of the Yukon, the 
South Seas and the wild, and for a 
prodigiously prtxfoctiwwritiDg career 
partly s upported by bujoijg m.,plots 
from other writers. Jack 'LiShdot had 
long since slipped dow5r^|#dd^ 
order of American ffietatur^-r k . 

In his day (1876-1916), London -ach¬ 
ieved a formidable reputation, as much 
for his impassioned 
socialism as for his 
novels and stories. 

Like H.G. Wells in 
Britain, he was a writ¬ 
er for his times; that 
daring, adventurous.- 

dangerous dawn of--_ 

the 20th ■ century. -. •" 

when revolutionary, 
socialism and the application of science 
to soda! problems joined rite conviction 
tliat the moden age was everyone’s for 
the asking. like Wells, he was an 
autodidact, a self-taught hero who 
preached from books (Darwin, Nietz-. 
sche. Marx, Herbert Spencer) and with 
his own flamboyant life adventure, 
like Wells, he offered global solutions, 
while operating as a free-thinking 
individualist, a very entrepreneurial 
capitalist of writing, bn the end-, he, 
made over a million dollars from 
writing, and published over SO books, 
from 1900, when he started effective 
publishing, to 1916. when, he committed 
suicide. 

Ills an odd irony of American 
literature that two bold figures who 
pointed it in opposite directions were 
bom within two years of each other 
and grew up in Oakland, California. 
For Gertrude Stein, Oakland was 
"food and books, books and food”, a 
place where she learnt to be “evertast¬ 
ing". She went on from there to 
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Harvard, pragmatism, to the Paris of 
Modernism. For the illegitimate young 
London, it was the canning factory, 
waterfront bars, oyster piracy, the 
Barba ry Coast 

He journeyed to Japan as deckhand 
on a sealer, then joined the march of 
rite unemployed on Waslungton dur¬ 
ing the Depression of the 1890s — an 
education in police brutality, immi¬ 
grant misery, prison, the life of what he 
always called "the abyss". Soon he was 
heading off to the Klondike gold rush, a 
literary-political mixture of -evolution¬ 
ary socialism and personal adventur-. 
.ing already-in place. If Stein was the 
pnofo-Modemist, he was a radical 
-Naturalist, the Muckraker as man of 
"■ action. And the Klon¬ 
dike, where he hadn’t 
made a single cent, 
now gave him what 
was to be his literary 
main lode. 

As he quickly real- 

_ ised himself, London’s 

- . life was always worth 

the telling, and it was 
as much adventure story as a literary 
matter. Many of his best-books — 
Martin Eden. John Barleycorn —are a 
form of grand self-romancing, and 
many of the cithers gain their weighi 
and strength-from the brute experience 
of the autiior’s life. His biography has 
been often written, from a variety of 
perspectives. Philip Foner emphasised 
the political rebel; Irving Stone saw its 
fictional potential. 

Now Alex Kershaw, a British jour¬ 
nalist who has re-researched the 
material, sees him as an inspirational 
figure, a real literary hero in an age 
short of heroes. Though the tale is 
mostly familiar, Kershaw tells the 
human — or. for London, "superhu- 
. man" story — well, admiring the man 
but not ignoring his many 
contradictions. 

For, from his sudden emergence as a 
writer on the century's turn, London 
•was a contradictory figure. His early 
success was as a writer of Yukon 
stories, a teller of tales, of survival and 



the laws of nature. But a journalistic 
commission sent him by chance to live 
for seven weeks in the urban jungle of 
the East End of London; the result was 
the highly successful The People of the 
Abyss (1903). The author appears as 
impassioned socialist, observant re¬ 
porter. and Nietzschean superman, 
stalking the jungle in disguise. It was 
promptly followed by The Call of the 
Wild, still his most famous book, the 
tale of the dog Buck, who becomes a 
primal killer, leader of the pack, the 
“dominant primordial beast". It was 
an adventure for strenuous, Roosevelt- 
ian times, reaching, like many deeply 
American novels, into the world be¬ 
yond the constraining rules of 
civilisation. 

This was the age of the writer- 
journalist (nearly every writer did a 
stint at one of the battlefronts) and 
Kershaw is good on London's enter¬ 
prise, and his excesses, in the Russo- 
Japanese war. He confirmed his fame 
with The Sea Wolf, only to begin on a 
depression and a selMisiliusionment 
that was to dog him thereafter. 
Socialism was on the rise in America; 


London now became its most famous, 
crowd-pulling spokesman, supporting 
not only meliorative reform bur violent 
revolution [The Iron Heel). At the same 
time he was gradually withdrawing, to 
his mountain ranch and the call of the 
sea. Hence the voyage of the over- 
expensive Snark — his attempt to 
repeat the idyllic Pacific journeys of 
Herman Melville and Robert Louis 
Stevenson. 

It was, in its way. the beginning of 
the end. Paradise was not paradisial, 
serious illness struck. Jack lost his 
“ineradicable smile". Like many man- 
of-action writers, not the least of them 
Hemingway. London was beginning to 
exhaust his resources. Kershaw care¬ 
fully and persuasively traces the later 
phases of the fame and the decline; 
writing just a job, the rewards never 
matching rhe dreams: “world-sick¬ 
ness”, pessimism, physical decay. 
Deeply ill with uraemia, he committed 
suicide at 40. Never the great writer he 
was thought in Russia, he was no 
negligible one either, and Kershaw's 
book, the lively story of a vitalisric life, 
should help us look at him again. 


Sowing the seeds of his damnation 
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THE INTERNATIONALLY 
acclaimed geneticist Dr Bene¬ 
dict Lambert has made it his 
life’s work to identify the gene 
which causes the mutation 
achondroplasia — dwarfism. 
What makes this the more 
remarkable is that Lambert is 
himself a victim of this error in 
the genetic aide for inheri¬ 
tance, a brilliant scientific: 
mind trapped in a deformed 
and stunted body. Dr Lam¬ 
bert's own condition js every 
bit as exciting for his audi¬ 
ences at Imperial College as 
the content of his lectures: 
“There is standing room only. 
The aisles are packed. But 
don’t imagine for one moment 
Thai they have come to hear 
about, the HOX7 gene and 
Woif-Hirschhom syndrome. 
They haw come to see the 
performer. The spotlight is on 
the midget the hanging gar¬ 
dens roar and dap. It is 
better than the arcus." 

The kind of research Ben 
Lambert does tetters between 
genetics and eugenics. For 
conditions like spina bifida, 
cystic fibrosis and diabetes 
could be detected in the em¬ 
bryo. if would, in theory, be 
possible to terminate pregnan¬ 
cies sd as to eradicate mere 
conditions. Herein- lies the 
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huge irony for Lambert him¬ 
self! in cracking the DNA code 
which identifies the cause of 
his own grotesquely deformed 
body he risks signing a death 
warrant for people like him¬ 
self. Simon Maker's Mendel's 
Dwarf is a gripping, life and 
death exploration of this oh 
lemma, worked out with pain¬ 
ful precision in die novel’s 
intricate and flawless plot. 

Reproduction is constantly 
on Ben Lambert’s mind. For 
his sexual drive is in no way 
diminished by his stature, and 
his vivid imagination is trig¬ 
gered by mere glimpses of 
female flesh, glimpses, which 
his ]ow vantage readily af¬ 
fords: "I am an expert on legs. 

I live at the level of legs." 
Mostly such moments provide 
Ben with only fantasy fulfil¬ 
ment. But when his longstand¬ 
ing, tragnmnfe relationship, 
with the aptly named Jean. 
Piercey is eventually eonsuni- 
mated,.the issue of the genetic 


transmission of dwarfism be¬ 
comes a nail-bifingly urgent 
one.' 

Alongside Lambert's own 
story Mawer unfolds a paral¬ 
lel one, equally poignant in its 
loneliness and disappoint¬ 
ment — that of Gregor Men¬ 
del; the father of generics, and 
Benedicts distant relation, 
like Lambert, the monk from 
Brno inhabits a world of petty 
failure and sexual frustra¬ 
tions, with scientific research 
his only solace. Unlike Lam¬ 
bert, Gregor Mendel does not 
even have the satisfaction of 
recognition by his scientific 
peers — his eight-years of 
painstaking experiments on 
the inherited characteristics of 
peas are ignored during his 
lifetime and his genius goes 
unrecognised until 30 years 
after his death. 

In Mawer’s ingenious tale, 
Benedict's life and that of his 

great-great-great unde Men¬ 
del criss-cross and interweave, 
heightening the reader's un¬ 
demanding of both men’s 
minds and of the intricate 
beauty of fundamental genet¬ 
ics, Ills a tribute to the artistry 
of Mendel's Dwarf that the 
denouement is at once brutally 
unexpected and yet at the 
same time all-too predictable. 


HULTOM GETTY 



Gregor Mendel: father of genetics, ignored in his day 


Poets score 
despite gloom 


I t's been an open secret chat 
the best poetry written in 
these islands in the last 20 
years or so has been by 
Irishmen. What is new, 
though, is that the better 
younger British poets — Jamie 
McKendrick and Don Pater¬ 
son among them — have 
begun to learn from it. Jn bolh, 
1 can hear the cool syntactical 
windings of Paul Muldonn. 
the Pied Piper of our day. 
Further, McKendrick has 
adopted some of the scatty 
concision of Tom Paulin and 
the tactile sonorities of Seamus 
Heaney. While in Don PateT- 
son there are the dever glooms 
and charmed lighlenings of 
Derek Mahon and Louis Mac¬ 
Neice: he has a poem about 
childhood ( Baldovan ) that 
bears comparison with Mac¬ 
Neice’s great Soap Suds. 

The Marble Fly. McKen- 
drick's third collection, is con¬ 
sistently excellent. An appeal¬ 
ingly,dry and musical voice 
talks the reader through a 
debacle with a bicycle, the 
morning after a vintage car 
f'RIP Wolseley 1500, MOT/ 
failure cum laude"). a hum¬ 
bling encounter with an 
upscale hotel, hitching rides 
from long-distance psycho¬ 
paths f*the HG man done for 
GBH’i and a rash tangle with 
an ivy plant. 

A lot of British poetry of the 
moment is like this, dwelling 
on the scruffy and inglorious, 
self-deprecatingly funny, 
snatching small defeat from 
die jaws of small defeaL It has. 
to coin a word, a "commisera- 
bilist" tendency. Where Mc¬ 
Kendrick scores is in his 
expert salvaging of beauty 
from squalor, wit from adver¬ 
sity, delicacy' from grossness. 
There is not a poem in die 
book that is not immediately 
attractive, well-turned and 
well-crafted. The connections 
between the poems — an 
occasionally overlooked part 
Df book-making — are also 
noticeably well thought-out. 

Don Paterson made his 
debut as a poet with Nil Nil in 
1993. The title poem, about the 
infinite slide of a Scottish 
football team into abjection 
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was both uproarious and vir- 
tuosic. "Thinning down to a 
point so refined/ not even the 
angels could dance on it", it 
established him as a navigator 
of negative space, a scholiast 
of nothing. 

Cod's Gift to Women . his 
sardonically entitled second, is 
a much more up and down 
affair than McKendrick*. but 
it contains six or eight abso¬ 
lutely outstanding poems: the 
already mentioned Baldovan. 
Prologue, Les Six, A Private 
Bottling among them. They 
are worth the price of admis¬ 
sion on their own. Some of the 
orhers I am still wrestling 
with: the long rirte-poem and a 
sequel to The Alexandrian 
Library look to me like glori¬ 
ous wrecks of follies. 

H ere. Paterson is zero¬ 
ing in on his obses¬ 
sion with non¬ 
existence. A never-built 
cathedral is the site and sub¬ 
ject for one poem: while the 
moving Addenda describes 
incidents from the life of a 
younger brother who was 
stillborn. Whiskey, trains, 
women and stars waltz 
through the book, ontological- 
ly challenged. There is a sense 
of unmentionable atrocities 
and guilts, banished — only 
jusi — offstage, often by a 
dismayingly bleak wit. or by 
unexpected gorgeousness in 
this savage Romantic: “O 
whiskies of Lnng Island and 
Provence!/ This Tittle number 
catches at the throat/ but is all 
sweetness at the finish; My 
tongue trips/ first through 
burning brake-fluid, then nic¬ 
otine,/ past is, Diorisslmo and 
wet grass .,." 
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Books 


for the 
beach 

Our reviewers 
on what’s hot 


PETER ACKROYD 


I HAVE just come back from 
holiday and took Familiar 
London Birds by Frank Finn 
(our of prinr. Hutchinson, 
1923). I am very interested in 
natural history and especially 
in the origin of the pigeon: a to 
The Ecclesiastical History of 
Ihe English People by Bede 
(Penguin. £8.99). 


IAN MCINTYRE 


EVER since ii was published a 
couple of munths ago i have 
been dipping with pleasure 
and profit into Pleasures of 
the Imagination: English 
Culture in the ISth Century’ 
(HarperCoilins, £30). John 
Brewer's enthralling explora¬ 
tion of rhe roots of English 
high culture. I shall also take 
with me the incomparable 
Anne Tyler's Breathing Les¬ 
sons (Vintage. E5.9Q). ihe novel 
which won'her the 198$ Pulit¬ 
zer Prize, hut which I missed 
at the time. 


BELMOONEY 


I AM reading masses of 
Australiana in preparation for 
my next novel. I would take 
Poor Fellow My Country 
(HarperCoilins. only available 
in Australia): an Australian 
classic by Xavier Herbert, 
which is huge. .Also. Ted 
Hughes's Tales From Ovid 
(Faber, £7.99). 


LAURENCE NORFOLK 


RACHEL CUSKS latest nov¬ 
el, The Country Life (Picador. 
£15.99). is hilarious and anar¬ 
chic. L’Amaieur de Cuisine 
by Jean-Philippe Derenne is 
an impassioned polemic about 
consumption disguised as a 
rather good cook book. A 
willfully eccentric magnum 
opus, iT is — unfortunately — 
written in French and over 
1.000 pages long. One’s 
holiday books should always 
include something that one 
has no intention of finishing. 


ROGER SCRUTON 


SUMMER is the time for 
recuperation and reflecton, 
hence the rime for re-reading, 
preferably among woods and 
fields and certainly not on the 
beach. Among hooks that I 
have recently re-read I recom¬ 
mend the following: Conrad's 
Nostro mo (Penguin. £4.99). 
that wonderful examination of 
mafioso politics and of the 
nobility and apartness of the 
English public spirit: J. Ken¬ 
nedy Toole’s A Confederacy 
of Dunces (Penguin. £6.99). 
surely one of the most under¬ 
rated satires of our century: 
and Dr Faustus (Minerva. 
£7.99) by Thomas Mann. 


ANTHONY STORR 


I WILL be taking Theo Rich¬ 
mond’s Konln: A Quest (Vin¬ 
tage. £8.99); The Undertaking 
by Thomas Lynch (Cape. 
£9.90) and Isaiah Berlin's 
Sense of Reality (Chann. £20). 


PETER STOTHARD 


THREE partly read books 
with guaranteed pleasure to 
come: Joseph Brodsky's Less 
Than One (Penguin. £9.99). 
the poems oi Propertius (Pen¬ 
guin. £6.99) and John Brew¬ 
er’s Pleasures of the 
Imagination. 


SARA WHEELER 


I HAVE recently read two real 
treats: Serpent's Paradise, by 
Dea Birkerr I Reader. Elfj.99). 
the only other travel writer of 
my generation who makes 
money out of it. I don’t see her 
as a threat but as barring for 
the same ream. Also Jeremy 
Lewis's Cyril Connolly: A Life 
(Cape, £25) a Tat tome idea! for 
immobilised, heavily preg¬ 
nant women like me. 


MARIANNE WIGGINS 


I WOULD recommend Small 
Gods by Terry Pratchett (Cur- 
gi. £5.99). And Katharine Gra- 
ham’s' autobiography. 
Personal llisfory (Weidenfeid 
& Nicolson, £25). She was 
wonderful nn Start the Week. 


More summer reading 
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Bargains of the week: A week in China from £515 including hotel; a student’s Europe air pass for less than £60 


HOLIDAYS 


MAJORCA for £209 a person for a 
fortnight is available from Co-op 
Travelcare, with half-board on a 
First Choice holiday and a flight 
from Leeds-Bradford on Tuesday. 
Details: 0541500376. 


■ ITALIAN "Explorer" fly-drive 
holidays, taking in mountains, 
lakes and Tuscan rides, are avail¬ 
able from Inntravel with a flight 
from Heathrow on July II Price 
£656 a person, including a week's 
half-board in three hotels and car 
hire. Details: 01653 628862. 


■ NILE cruises from £361 a person 
for a week, including full board 
and all excursions, are available 
from Destination Red Sea with 
flights from Garwick and Man¬ 
chester (£20 extra) on July 13. 
Details: 0181-MO 9900. 


■ ANDALUSIAN highlights and 
a week in the Algarve are featured 
in an Archers coach tour for E545 a 
person for a fortnight, flying from 
Garwick. Birmingham or Man¬ 
chester on July 13. 20 and 27. 
Details: 0181M66 6745. 


■ KUONI is offering China for a 
week from £515 a person, including 
four-star hotel. Flights from Heath¬ 
row between July 14 and August 11. 
Details: 01306 740500. 


■ PICARDIE “PAUSES" offering 
two nights for the price of one at 
more than 30 hotels, plus discounts 
on Le Shuttle and Hovers peed, are 
available from the region's tourist 
office. Details: 0171-836 2231 


■ MALTA’S jazz festival is fea¬ 
tured on a weekend break from Le 
Meridien Holidays with a flight 
from Gaiwick on July 18 and three 
nights B&B in a hotel. Price: £349 a 
person. Details: 0181-748 0460. 


■ A SEASIDE hamlet in the 
southern Peloponnese is available 
for self-catering holidays at £423 a 
person a fortnight for departures 
until July 19 from Sunvil Holidays. 
Details: 018J-568 4499. 



LUFTHANSA has a Discover 
Europe air pass for students or 
passengers aged under 26. Flights 
cost from €50 each (minimum 
four, maximum ten can be pur¬ 
chased). A route such as 
Birmingham-Dusseldorf-Rome- 
Frankfurt costs £236. Details from 
Campus Travel: 0171-730 3402. 


■ AIR UK has Flight Saver fares 
to Copenhagen and Murudi for 
£89 and Zurich for £139. Book by 
today. Details: 0990 074074.' 


■ JAPAN Airlines has a special' 
package for students up to 29 
years of age. A price of E688 covers 
return flights to Japan, a seven- 
day rail pass, transfers and two 
nights' accommodation. Details: 
0171-4951775. 


■ GLOBETROTTERS are offer¬ 
ing an £839 Round the World fare 
covering destinations in Asia, 
Australasia and the US for depar¬ 
tures provided travellers depart 
before December 10. Flights are 
with Virgin Atlantic and Air New 
Zealand. Details from Travel 
Mood: 0171-25S 0280. 


■ FUTURA Direct has a £99 
Garwick to Palma excursion for 
departures after November 1. 
Details: 0990 772233. 


Free entry to the Summer Exhibition at the Royal Academy of Arts in Piccadilly, London, is 
included in a special dinner package available every Sunday this month at The Restaurant at 
Brown’s. Two-course dinners cost £2450 and three courses E29 with a complimentary glass of 

Pimm’s on arrival. Details: 0171-518 4121 


■ BE IN Paris for Bastille Day — 
July 14 — by flying from Heath¬ 
row to Charles de Gaulle on July 
10 with British Midland for £30 
return, plus £13 tax. Details: Luna 
Poly flight hotline 0990-811111. 


TWO people each paying £5 for a 
24-hour return on Ramsgate-Ost- 
end receive two free day returns on 
Ramsgate-Dunkirk with Holyman 
Sally Ferries. The offer is valid 
until July 16. Details: 0345 160000. 




9.45am from Dublin on any Wed¬ 
nesday. Details: 0990 171717. 


■ DUBLIN for £99, including a 
car and up to five adults, is offered 
by Irish Ferries until July 16. The 
offer is valid on the 3.45pm sailing 
from Holyhead, returning on the 


■ SCANDINAVIAN Seaways has 
eight nights at a holiday centre in 
western Denmark, departing July 
11. for £836 for two adults including 
ferry; two children travel free. 
Details: 0990 3331II. 


■ THREE-DAY returns Folke¬ 
stone-Boulogne are offered from 
£55 by Hoverspeed, for a car and 
up to five passengers, until August 
31. A £10 Saturday supplement 
applies. Details; 0990 240241. 


for a car and five passengers on its 
new FIshguard-Rosslare forty. De¬ 
tails: 0990 707070. 


■ STENA Line has introductory 
offers from £158 (down from £238) 


■ IRISH Femes Holidays has a 
five-night B&B package including 
-three nights in Galway and two 
nights in Dublin, departing July 15. 
Tne price of £229 per person, based 
on four travelling, includes, return 
ferry on the H oly head -Dublin 
route. Details: 0990170000. 



EDINBURGH Tattoo twcwight. 
breaks are being offered by tl» 
Glasgow Hilton on the Bisi two 
weekends in August, .including 
accommodation, some weals ana ■ 
tickets, at £215 a person based on 
double occupancy, a TO" per 4cent 
discount on the normal price in 
the Hilton weekend breaks bn* 
chure. Details: 0800 856 8002. 


such as - free-use of .the fitness 
facilities and a late checkout. 
Details: 0S0Q181123. 


■ THREE-NIGHT weekend 
breaks at £ 127.50 a person cn..& 
half-board basis are available at 
the new Broomhill Art Hotel-near' 
Barnstaple, North Devon. -The- 
hotel features an art gallery and 
sculpture park and offers a senes 
of workshops and performances. 
Details: 01271 850262. 


■ THE luxury MSy- Fair Inter- 
CdntihentaL Hotel in Central 
London is offering aivupgrade to 
a .one-bedroom suite -or studio 
.with whirlpool bath for a’.£75 
supplement on normal rates until 
the end of the year. Details: 0345 
581444. 


■STAPLEFORD Park in Uices- 
tershire is hosting open air- con- 
oens. cm. Augu5T 2 and 10, ini hs 
extensive grounds. Prices range 
frbm £18 to : E22.' ; with accommoda¬ 
tion starting a t £165 a room a flight: 
Details: 01572787522. ‘ 


■ THE Mollington. Banastre ho¬ 
tel in historic Chester is offering 
weekend breaks featuring high¬ 
lights of the city's past, including a 
ghost tour cm the Saturday night. 
Two nights’ accommodation, plus 
dinner and English breakfast, 
cost £150 a person based on 
double occupancy. Details: 01244 
851471. 


■ THE SAVOY; group of holds 
has a number, of theatre and ballet 
packages available, covering final 
performances ai;!he Roijral Opera 
House an d Oliver and other 
shows. Offers iridude Tickets and 
jneals within the group’s hotels. 
Details: 0171-420 2379. 


■ ROCK H’ roll every Friday 
until September 30 at the matinee 
performance of Buddy, the. rode 
musical, and stay at the four-star 
Kenilworth Hotel Offer, through 
Superbreak-Mini Holidays, costs 
£89 a person induding English 
breakfast. Details: 016 1-238 5257. 


■ SCOTTISH HOTEL offers from 
Highlife Breaks include a rate of 
£20, a person for bed and breakfast 
at the three-star Dee Motel in Aber¬ 
deen, with breaks for a minimum 
of two nights taken over the week¬ 
end. Highlife has other special 
summer offers at Scottish hotels. 
Details: 0800 700 400-. . 


■ STAY at the three-star Russ Hill 
Hotel near Gatwick airport cm any 
weekend night in July and August 
and get 15 days* free parking while 
on holiday. Price, through Golden- 
rail, is £35 a person a night based 
on double occupancy.' a saving of 
E6 a person on normal rates. 
Details: OI61-23S 5206- ... . .. 


■ ASHDOWN Park Hotel in East 
' Sussex has a Taste of Jazz evening 
on July 20, induding reception, 
buffet dinner and dancing for £45 a 
person, with special overnight ac¬ 
commodation rates of £120 a room. 
Details: 01342 824988. 


I THE 


■ THE Hotel Eden in Rome has a 
two nights Summertime in Rome 
package available through Leading. 
Hotels of the World from July 20 
until August 31. Ar £206 a room a 
night, based on a minimum of two 
nights, the offer indudes extras 


Hyde Phrk hotel in 
which is now part 
ig-based Mandarin 
Oriental hotels group, has a sum¬ 
mer weekend rate of £245 a room a 
night Including VaT and service. 
The price also indudes champagne 
on arrival and afternoon tea on the 
Butterfly Terrace. Details: 0171-235 
2000 .. 


In The Times on Saturday: Sandy Gall and Hilary Rubinstein in South Africa; Paris with children; in and around Budapest; Stapleford Park 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 
0171481 1989 


CHECK-IN 


FAX: 

0171782 7824 




NILE CRUSE I CANADA I FLORIDA I NEW YORK 


July-Sept 
Full Board 
7 night Cruise 
inc Excursions 


U FUGHTS FROM ONLY 1 I 

Toronto 179 U 

Unnhaal MQ B 


£329 


FUern; FROM ONLY 
Toronto 173 

Montreal 

269 

Hafifax 

1S9 

Vancouver 

299 

Car Rental 

180 

Hotels 

30 


SUMMER DEPASTURES 
Fly Drive 

£169. 

14nts Holiday |-j 

£249 



jr INC. 2 NTS 
HOTEL 
&FLT 

KD 


CONNECTIONS 


NEW ZEALAND 


WORLD BREAKS 



IKMwl 




NEW YORK 

£189 BOSTON 

£220 SEOUL 

£449 1HNIAND/INDIA 

£299 | 

MIAMI 

£249 DENVER 

£269 JO’BURO/HARAHE £329 H-UM^R/STORE £370 ] 

SEATTLE 

£285 MEXICO 

£269 DUBAI/BAHRAIN £289 HONGKONG 

£399 

CALIFORNIA 

£275 CARIBBEAN 

£269 EGYPT/ISRAEL 

£199 MORE DBT. AVAILABLE!! | 


CHRISTMAS 

DEPARTURES 



- OptiOWi StOBS fcl 
las Angles, fip & AuttnBe 
on (OMduied aiiflnM 



PRICES INCLUDE FLIGHTS A HOTEL - 

Fans- e 


Venice -2nts 189> Atari 2ms 299 




LJ H. Kong Srts* 599 Bail 7nts.489 


Thailand 7nfe 439 Horowii 7nCs 899 


Egypt 7nts-189 Malaysia 5nts 599 
Prague 2nts 229 Vegas - ?nts 399 


UK - BANGKOK - HONG KONG - RTN £4 85 - UK - COLOMBO - SINGAPORE - K. LUMPUR - RTN £559 - UK - MIAMI - LA - NEW YORK - RTN £499 - CALL FOR OUR AUSTRALASIA'BROCHURE 

AMERICAS 0171 495 5010 • WORLDWIDE 0171 495 5545 • EUROPE 0171 4084405* FAX ( +44) 171 408 4450 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE ££££’S ON FLIGHTS HOTELS • 


fwmm 

EUROPE! 


jlCE 

{GENEVA. 

{ZURICH. 

{AMSTERDAM 

j ATHENS. 

{LISBON 
j MILAN 
IPRAGUE 
{COPENHAGEN 

{OSLO. 

j biiSSELOORF 
iFRAMFilRfr 


144 
98 
115 
79 170 
153 250 
ISO 255 
167 265 
148 260 
131 260 
136 295 
S7 170 
121 205 



WORLDWIDE 

DISCOUNT 

FLIGHTS 

*********** 


access visa '.vEixor.-E 
DISCOUNTED INSURANCE 
ATOL 3712 


0181 669 8607 



[Monument Travel] 
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l Cmrto* OT'ikato* rail 
L Balswtom C9 CyptM 

(Portugal Of USA 
I Malta OS Canada 0*1 

Bafy OSAuaMa | 


Faresavers 


.MALAGA MSS 

JALKAKTE ESS 

FARO £59 
TENERIFE £69 
LAS PAIMASEGS 

IANZAR0TE £69 

BALEARIC! £59 


GREECE fr £69 
TURKEY £109 
MALTA £79 

CYPRUS £119 
ITAUT £89 

CARIBBEAN £189 
CANADA £229 


01476 592095 


FLIGHT BOOK 




travelling freestyle 

ASTA D0806/Y8800 ATOL 2562 IATA 


GUARANTEED LOWEST AIRFARES ON SCHEDULED AIRLINES 


Los Annexes £275 , DciIiyr ^ r ' 

S.Francisco £275 j^ng Kong 

^000 

£480 

Chicsgo 

£225 Singapore 

£405 

Las Vegas 

£230 Vietnam 

£459 

T cron to 

£225 India 

£349 

Vancouver 

£315 Harare 

£369 

Sydney 

£570 Nairobi 

£369 

Auckland 

£668 Jo'burq 

£349 


*The American Dream * 

3 nights MEW YORK 
3 nights LOS AMGELE5 
and u nights MIAMI 

fr £539pp 


_ 10% OFF] 
1 TRAVEL i 
INSU RANCE 
■BJULYj 


| AMERICAS & EUROPE 

0171 
757 2000 


| AUSTRALIA &NZ| 

WORLDWIDE 

1 0171 8 

0171 

i 757 2468 | 

757 2444 


, GATWICK 
101293 568 3001 

Open Tin- 10pm daft 


inc. .flights and 
accommodation 
basedon2 
travelling 
■^together 


Glasgow office no: 0141 204 1919 and for First & Business Class enquiries no: 0171 757 2500 

Best Value:- Air Fares - Car Hire - Hotels - Insurance 

All i-sre-5 ar? r*t£'.-n s-jriec: ‘.o Gvalsnii;?/ sciscrici £, rsQicnf.i supplements, c c. surctf-argas i. liras era apon 
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i Coach Toms * 

; * Saif Drfwa 


GATWICK TO VANCOUVER 

.V:iV ;X.;ra r'.IS'i: !o-< 

Only £440nn+i.w« 


STATES AVERS 

0990 133 343 



★ STA TRAVEL * 


WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


DubDo 

Geneva 

Munich 


Hat mV 

Jatamedta) B79 

Buenos Ains SSI 
Rla do Janeiro HO 
huh £5» 
Sydney £599 


£59 

Copenhagen 

(89 

fauito 

£216 i 

m 

Athens 

£126 

II- - l ,1, 

£355 ; 

£56 

KewYtek 

£168 

Sngapom 

£399 ! 

£96 

Washington 

£170 

KoogKoog 

m l 

£89 

Us Angeles 

£258 

BaS 

£499 1 
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01713616161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 Ml 6162, EUROSTAR: 0171361 6143 

CCOMMODATIDN • CAR HRE • IMUBAWIAND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 Ml filCO 

mt/j 

^ TRAVEL 


FLIGHTS FROM £79 
WITH BRITANNIA THIS SUMMER 


Ft! m., 


TimcnY* t 

fs’in-^rc^ 

£69 

Uar;.nctv i 

lbi:s 


F.jio 

Alicante 

£99 

R<li. 


£99 

Q«ronft 

Venice 

£9-3 

Plus iozer 


For details of availability visit ycur ic 

0990 502 580 


i 

* 


FABEAST 
_ irtsia mob 

!S&w m 




Prt«i mo fa; rvujrz flighti, inc. airport and 


NWT 


017r402 7 4044 


r*o'.rw£-R[ r rM kwc 



Charter 

FLIGHT CENTRE 


***** 11 * .wotoffl,. .._j* gomfefc 33 $ Ccfag 


Crrt* H» SwittTmd U9 



CwmiJW-.T«*4i 

fawn 1W TunhlQ 
Fora W Tuifcw 


brad 

EEBBBBaa 


1T . OrthMD 249 X-ZMtod 5W 
109 1Z7 lis.AapteOT 

Ill ffufa 249 team. 219 


Mm 


Sims 


Sl.laa4«aSWIV IHR 


0171 565 6804 


01476 iTunaev w 

Ituvelutd 


fcAirif^j^gg 



KENYA 


SPECIALISTS 

For Taflormmit Safaris, 
Erode Beaches or just 
Flights Video Brochure 
Available 


0181840 8881 

& 


N/UOR TRAVEL 
offer great 
value on low 
cost flights 'o 
all destinations 
in the USA f 
with the leading 
' scheduled 
airlines. 

Car hire, hotels and fours available. 

TM RESERVATIONS 

mm 



CHEAPEST 

FLIGHTS 

0181 943 9431 
0161 476 4764 


:(jr;SHARE VACATIONS 


nticumni n awn Irliob 


■RO&1.7W 33QX. ABTA 
85703 uamet 18S8.M 


FLIGHTWISE 


CHEAPEST FLIGHTS 

FROM Ate. OK AIRPORTS 

4UCAMTF. SS* Lunub) ■ ■** 


fcVJJ UDO 5» IUUU 

clubman m tfxewff 

C\TM» IITTUKE1 

*wn 59 unuu\ 
OMNI ■ »cmDi 
i.uumif. HiiM 

hnh . 

—- --— 


LEISURE CARS 


Worldwide Car Rental 
within your Budget! 


SPAIN 


CANADA 


£94 


£147 


£1791 


FRANCE 


MALI PKft 1 


Call us now we are 

Open 7 days a week 


01923 850085 


■BBUBKBWKlBWLMMlffiBBL 


^o^nrp^nrpN 


CFTOC/V facFCTCV 


SYDNEY £599. 
PERTH £599 
BANGKOK £556 
BALI £692 
MEXICO £382 
PRAGUE £183 

m 


AUCKLAND £649 
SINGAPORE £611 
TOKYO £499 
DELHI . £322 

RIO £512 

WARSAW £129 


FOR THE BEST FARES & 
STOPOVERS CALL TODAY 

Alima run MDonnuc. 


0161 272 8433 -^hau 





WORLDWIDE HOLIDAYS * 93 WlMPOLE STREET LONDON W1 • ATOL 3369 • IATA - www.connect2-uk.net * Low season early buyer prices 


JETLINE 



/efworld 


CHEAPEST FARESAV/VLABLE 
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01373 27 78771 


cm 1 r me 111 




Planning a European 

Summer 

Holiday? 

rhprk nnt' nur Inw fArcc 


Hurry! Call today 

0541 500 300 
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TRAVEL NEWS 45 


IN BRIEF 


A1RUNES flying into and 
over Britain-have been given 
three years in which to fit-a 
collision warning system in 
an attempt.to prevent a repeat 
of last year's mid-air crash 
which killed more than - 350 
people over India. The. Qvfl 
Aviation Authority has or¬ 
dered afl airlines with aircraft 
carrying more than 30 passen- 
geis to fit a Tactical-Collision 
Avoidance System by 2000. 

□ Cypriot hotels are now 
selling Pravda, with chicken 
Kiev and borscht on. the 
menu. The island wasinvad- 
ed by 130,000 Russtanteurists 
last year, comptired -with 
Zl.OOCHn 1993. The number of. 
Britons dropped from 970.000 
m 1994 to720,000 in 1996. 

□ A survey by Dalamorutor 
predicts that travel spending 
using the Internet wiH have 
reached. £3 billion-a year-by- 
20 Q 2 i compared wift .£i ran- 
Kon this year. Airlines sttcb as 
British Airways and British 
Midland will dominate the 
market, the survey claims, 
selling tickets direct to the one 
in three customers who.'wiU. 
have a computer at home. 

□ Pride of Britain Hotels, the- 

all-British consortium" of. 
quality, privately owned ho¬ 
tels, has fanned an affiance 
with three overseas partners, 
overtaking the French-led 
Relais & Chateaux group in 
size. - - — . 


Tourist boom for Hong Kong pfsT 




□ Three international -air¬ 
lines will share a ticket office 
in London's Conduit Street 
from-next .week as a new 
alliance involving Air Cana¬ 
da, Lufthansa and United 
Airlines begins, to pay dzvir 
dends. The Star Alliance will ; 
be extended in October when' 
the Scandinavian group SAS 
joins. 

□ Da Nang which, gained 
notoriety during the Vietnam 
War, is trying to become a 
holiday resort’ The Hong 
Kong-based Majestic Interna¬ 
tional hotel chain has an 
agreement with Vietnam Air¬ 
lines to offer all-inclusive deals. 


i By Harvey Elliott • 

HONG KONG predicts: that 
' Ate number offoreign visitors 
will rise by nearly 30 per. cent-’ 
over, the next three years, al- ; 
though it expects asharp drop. - 
during thefirst few months of ; 
Chinese rule. 

The tourist association in 
tfte Special Admire stratiue Re- - 
g>on (SAR) predicts that in 

■ 2000 Hong Kong will attract 
.15 million visitors, compared 
with 11.7 minion last year. By 
{ar die biggest increase is-, 
likely among tourists from 

' Asia, who already outnumber 
Western visitors by almost ten 
to one. ; . 

Every flight from Britain 

■ had been booked.. solid for 
inanths in. fheruri-up to the 
handover, bat thousands of 
empty aircraft seats, and hotel 
rooms are now available to the 
end of September: ‘ : " 

.. The association says that 
bookings always fall sharply 
at; this’time of year because — 
as the world saw on television 
.pictures of the handover cere¬ 
mony — it is the room's rainy 
season. 

Lunn Poty.Britam’s biggest, 
travel agency chain, says That 
holiday. - bookings tp Hong 
Kong from November, 1996, to 
the end of May, 1997. were up 
-by S3 per cent on tile same 
period last year whfle num¬ 
bers fell by 54 per cent during 
the four months to October. . 

The decline. Has led to a big 
fall in the price of a package 
holiday and some remarkable 
bargains at high street travel 
agents. Kuoni, which sells 
more holidays to Hong Kong 
than any other tour operator 
in Britain, is offering five 
nights at the Metropde Hotel, 
induding return air lares, for 
£899 between. July 24 and 
August .31. This falls to. £599 
betwrai September 1 arid Sep¬ 
tember15 and rises to £699 for 
foe rest of the month. " 

.. British Airways Holidays is 
fully booked until July 10, 
when prices fell by GOO a 
month, until’they reach £699; 
for five, nights at-the Grand 



Travel expats predict that the appeal of one of the world's liveliest cities will increase, regardless of China's takeover 


Tower Hotel in September, in¬ 
cluding return flights. 

Hong Kong now has 34,168 
rooms in 91 registered hotels. 
By 2000 12064 more rooms 
wU be available in three new 
hotel sites. Another five are 
being built and are due to 
open by 2007. 

The demand for business- 
class travel to Hong Kong 
remains strong, despite fares 
that are about four times as 
high as economy. And none of 
the airlines .that fly there — 
especially BA. Virgin and Ca¬ 
thay — has any plans to 
reduce them. A first-class re¬ 


turn fare to Hong Kong costs 
£4,721 at weekends, business 
class £3,232 and a standard 
economy £982. 

Rowland Cobbold, the ass¬ 
ociation's regional director, 
says: “I think our larger of 
15 million visitors a year by 
2000 is reasonable. It assumes 
a growth of about the same 
level as we have achieved in 
the past few years and though 
we may see a decline in foe 
number of American. Euro¬ 
pean and British visitors, 
there will be a rise in numbers 
from Asia which, will more 
than compensate, ftopie from 
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Britain are still unsure what 
will happen. It will take a little 
while for them to appreciate 
that little will change and that 
they' will be able to come and 
go in much the same way as 
before." 

A visa, for example, will not 
be needed for Britons to enter 
Hong Kong, provided they, 
stay for six months or less. The 
only change will be that a visa 
will be needed for anyone 
wanting to study or work in 
the SAR. 

Next year Chek Lap Kok 
Airpon will open with a 
capacity to handle 35 million 


passengers a year. It will gra¬ 
dually expand to reach a maxi¬ 
mum capacity of S7 million a 
year. 

Among last year's 11.7 mil¬ 
lion visitors to the then Crown 
Colony were 400,000 from 
Britain and 1.2 million from 
foe Continent 

The Chinese authorities 
have promised that Hong 
Kong will continue as a free- 
trade area with low taxation, 
so it is likely to continue to be 
a shoppers' paradise, selling 
low-cost goods made on the 
neighbouring Chinese 
mainland. 
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More than just low cost flights worldwide 

WITH UP TO 6^% DISCOUNT ON HOTELS ft CAR HIRE 

Gall Traitfinders for the complete tailor-made travel service . 

^ LONDON Longhaub0171-938 3939 
* Transaliantfc&European:0171-9375400. [S3 

Fast* Business Class: 0171-9383444 ' M»i 

-. BIRMINGHAM Worldwide: 0121-2361234 Ik 

..-BRISTOL Worldwide:0117-9299000 iata 

GLASGOW Worldwide:0141-353 2224 . rai 

MANCHESTER -Worldwide: 0161-839 6969 ' L9 

• .First & Business Class: 0161-839 3434 55 


Ships may solve 
hotel shortage 


By Harvey Elliott 



CRUISE TUNERS may be 
moored in the Thames as 
floating hotels to cope with foe 
demand for millennium par¬ 
ties. The idea has been put for¬ 
ward amid claims that tens of 
thousands of potential tourists 
and visitors will be turned 
away because of a lack of 
hotel accommodation in 
London. 

Michael Hirst, the chair¬ 
man of foe Joint Hospitality 
Industry Congress, says: "We 
are the only country foat has 
set itself foe objective of cele¬ 
brating with an international 
event — but we do not have 
nearly enough hotel bed¬ 
rooms." 

Hotels are dosing faster 
than new ones can be opened, 
says Mr Hirst, who is hotel 
consultant to the estate agents 
Knight Frank. 

He adds: "Some of the 
rooms were of such a low 
standard, barely scraping 
through on safety grounds, 
foat even foe homeless were 
reluctant to stay there. Those 
around Netting Hill, Padding¬ 
ton and Bayswater are now 


bring ‘recycled", providing 
fashionable, boutique town- 
house hotels, or reverting to 
residential use." 

A few vacant office blocks, 
such as County Hall, foe 
former GLC headqua ners. 
have been converted to hotels. 
"But," says Mr Hirst, “this is a 
drop in the ocean. By the mil¬ 
lennium. we will still have 
only about 5,000 rooms on 
stream. London needs proba¬ 
bly double that if we are to 
capitalise on this wonderful 
opportunity' and sustain the 
impetus for generations to 
come." 

Mr Hirst says London has 
fewer centrally located mid¬ 
budget quality hotels than any 
other big capital dty. Tourists 
cannot not afford rhe £200-a- 
night bill for a room in Lon¬ 
don and will be disappointed 
if they are moved to the 
suburbs. 

“Cruiseliners moored in foe 
Thames are a wonderful 
idea." he says. "But we cannot 
afford to delay creating more 
London hotel rooms to match 
the needs of foe millennium." 


Feast for choral fans 


By Iola Smith 


TWO THOUSAND musi¬ 
cians and dancers from 35 
countries will converge on 
Llangollen. North Wales, next 
week to celebrate rhe town’s 
fiftieth international 
eisteddfod. 

The festival- was created 
after the Second World War 
in an attempt to promote 
reconciliation through music. 
Since then, it has helped to 
launch foe careers of singers 
such as Luciano Pavarotti and 
Placido Domingo, both of 
whom have long had links 
with foe festival. 


This year’s operatic high¬ 
light is a concert on July 13 by 
foe soprano Montserrat 
Caballe. She will be joined by 
Montserrat Marti, her daugh¬ 
ter, the Halle Choir and foe 
BBC Philharmonic. Other per¬ 
formers taking foe stage dur¬ 
ing the week include the so¬ 
prano Lesley Garrett and the 
pianist Joanna MacGregor. 

The main event is the Choir 
of the World Award. Along 
with competitions for singers 
and instrumentalists, there 
will be dancers from as far 
afield as Albania and Zambia. 




Time to rebuild 
Spain’s hotels 


V icente Arocas knows 
what visitors will say 
when Ihey first see 
the botel Almirante Farra- 
gut that he runs in Menorca. 
“It's horrible," he admits. 

The ugly concrete block¬ 
house style of architecture 
that once swept the world 
did not spare (lie Balearic 
islands. Along many of the 
most attractive coasts of 
Majorca. Menorca and Ibi¬ 
za property developers — 
aided by politicians and 
urged on by the tour opera¬ 
tors — threw up hundreds of 
hideous hotels. 

Mass-market tourism 
gained a bad name because 
of their low ceilings, breeze 
blocks. metal window 
frames, rows of 
small, potentially _ 

dangerous bal- "Hid 

conies, low-quali¬ 
ty meals and lack Usy 

of facilities for 
children. rmf i 

But holiday- 5 UL1 

makers are no 
longer prepared illd. 

to put up with f ■ 

poor quality ac- tuuu 

commodation, i , 
however cheap. D3Q I 
So tour operators 
are haring to en¬ 
sure that the standards in 
those hotels are raised. 

Some are convinced that 
as cruising becomes more 
affordable and common¬ 
place. foe demands will rise 
further. Already 65 per cent 
of Airtours cruise passen¬ 
gers spend a week on board 
ship followed by a week in a 
hold. And they expect the 
same facilities and service 
they found onboard. 

Airtours. Thomson, First 
Choice. Unijet and other big 
British operators claim that 
they can meet that demand 
because of the control they 
can assert through "vertical 
integration", which brings 
travel agency, airline, tour 
operator, handling agent 
and even some hotels and 
ships under a single umbrel¬ 
la- And, pragmatically, they 
want to stay ahead of ever 
tightening European safety 
and hygiene legislation. 

Last weekend in Majorca 
and Menorca 1 saw hotels 
where the standards of food, 
service and facilities were 


‘Hideous 
hotels 
got mass 
market 
tourism a 
bad name 


undreamt of even three 
years aga 

Hoteliers who have joined 
in what amounts to a revolu¬ 
tion in mass-market budget 
holidays are able to increase 
their prices to reflect iheir 
investment; they enjoy rec¬ 
ognition of their efforts by 
the tour operators and in¬ 
creased repeat bookings. 

Senor Arocas is no excep¬ 
tion. He is now confident 
(hat Airtours, which pro¬ 
vides the bulk of his clients, 
will this year give him a top 
award. There is no doubt 
that his facilities for fam¬ 
ilies. the standard of food, 
and foe level of service is 
higher than even a five-star 
resort hotel could have pro- 
____ rided ten years 

ago. 

IOUS But * s * iav ‘ 
ing to work in 
sic near impossible 

conditions. The 
mec hotel was built 

l “ a:> more than 2D 

Uj- years ago when 

foe exterior de- 
sign of the pro- 
m a perty mattered 

, even less than its 

3JT16 interior. So diil- 

_____ drens* dubs and 

" dance floors, 

bars and lounges have had 
to fit into the existing space 
— often completely made 
quate — while outside foe 
garish orange-painted bal¬ 
conies. puts any casual visi¬ 
tor off. 

Tour operators have done 
much to improve the fadli- 
ties of these old hotels by 
refusing to use those that fall 
short of their demands. 

Now they must go further 
and urge the local council to 
order their destruction. It is 
already happening to a lim¬ 
ited extent and new projects 
tend to be low-rise and 
attractive. 

Give Senor Arocas and 
those like him. struggling to 
work in the wreckage of the 
Sixties architectural brutal¬ 
ity. a chance to show what 
they can do with an attrac¬ 
tive modem building. We. 
who may have no desire to 
stay there, but have to live 
with the results, will cheer 
them on. What you see from 
alar matters just as much as 
what is inside. 


Minister’s remark on 
branding irks agents 


By Harvey Elliott 


NIGEL GRIFFITHS, foeCon- 
sumer Affairs Mitiister. sent 
feathers flying in the travel 
industry this week when he 
appeared to pre-empt the Mo¬ 
nopolies and Mergers Com¬ 
mission (MMCJ inquiry into 
Jinks between tour operators 
and travel agents. 

When in Opposition. Mr 
Griffiths had been outspoken 
in his views that travel agency 
chains that are part of a bigger 
travel group should go under 
the name of their eventual 
owners. So foe Lunn Poly 
chain of shops, which are part 
of foe Thomson group, for 



Griffiths ruffled feathers 


example, should be called 
“Thomson", he had long 
maintained. 

The argument is fiercely 
rejected by foe big, vertically 
integrated travel groups who 
are now patiently putting their 
case to the MMC in a series of 
hearings. Thomson and Lunn 
Poly are both due to appear 
today and are sensitive to any 
suggestion that the Govern¬ 
ment has already made up its 
mind even before they have 
put their case. 

So when Mr Griffiths was 
asked during a travel industry 
conference in Athens whether 
he still believed that there 
should be “continuity of 
branding” in the industry, foe 
300 delegates held their 
breath. "Absolutely." Mr Grif¬ 
fiths said. 

That one word was enough 
to send Ian Smith, managing 
director of Lunn Poly, 
“apopleptic" according to one 
observer. Within hours, foe 
Thomson group was phoning 
its lawyers. 

The MMC was remaining 
inscrutable about the episode 
and remains on course to 
deliver its .report to Mr Grif¬ 
fiths’ boss, the President of the 
Board of Trade. Margaret 
Beckett, in November. 


Firms swoon over the kroon 


BRITISH business executives are wak¬ 
ing up to opportunities in "Estonia which, 
with its currency, the kroon, pegged to 
the deutsdiemark, is considered foe most 
successful. among former foe Soviet- 
occupied satellites. 

The number of passengers using 
Estonian Airis non-stop route from 
Gatwick to the capital Tallinn has soared 
from just 2.000 in 1995 to 16,000 in 1996 
and a projected 33,000 this year. 

Charles de Chassiron, the outgoing 
British Ambassador, says: "Inflation is 
down to 10 per cent Britain is the fifth 
biggest, investor here. We’ve even had 
delegations from the City of London. 

“Britain is liked. There is a warm 
feeling towards us. It goes right back to 
when Nelson's boats were built from 
Estonia timber." 

The danish airline Macrsk Air wasted 


By John Roberts 

no rime in taking 49 per cent of Estonia 
Air. which was formed in 1991 after the 
communist collapse. It uses Boeing 737- 
500s on the London route and has phased 
out Soviet-built Aeroflot planes. 

British tourists are also discovering the 
country in growing numbers — 18,000 
last year—and the state tourism director- 
general Syhti Bljumovitsh. says: “We 
hope to open our first tourism office in 
Britain — al Estonia House in London — 
in April next year. - 

Before that, more holds in Tallinn are 
badly needed. The dty was virtually sold 
out in early June; but the new Santa Bar¬ 
bara Hotel has 90 rooms and a 22-storey 
hotel is in the planning stage. Hotel 
chains are beginning to get interested, 
but Syhti says “We have fburctar hotels. 


but for our image it would be good to 
have a five^star." 

A four-star hotel is about £50 a night 
and an average tourist hotel £15 to £20- 
B&B costs E5 a night and a good three- 
course meal can be had for £10. Beer in 
the historic old town — all quaint alleys 
and cobbled streets — is about £1.25p a 
pint 

Amidst all this, British entrepreneurs 
are hying their luck. Mr De Chassiron 
says: “We have three timber firms, ship¬ 
ping companies, and Shell and Next are 
here. Land Rover is in and Jaguar is 
opening a garage.” 

Estonian Airis businessrdass return 
fare is £650 compared to the standard 
£1,032 Its unrestricted oneway fare is 
£468 against £516, Lowest economy fare 
(requiring a Saturday-night stay) is £230 
return against the normal Apex £265. 
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Interim relief in support of foreign case 


Credit Suisse fides Trust SA 
vCuogtii 

Before Lord Bingham or Comhill, 
Lord Chief Justice. Lord Justice 
Millet! and Lord Justice Potter 

judgment June Ill 
On an applimtion under section 25 
of the CivQ Jurisdiction and Judg¬ 
ments Act 1982 for interim relief in 
support of foreign civil proceed¬ 
ings. the focus of the English 
court's attention was the expedi¬ 
ency or otherwise of granting relief 
having regard to the absence of its 
jurisdiction apart from section 25 
over the subject matter of the 
substantive proceedings in ques¬ 
tion. 

On any such application the 
court had accord ingty to recognise 
that its ride was ancillary to and 
supportive of that of the court 
seised with the substantive 
proceedings. 

Where a world-wide Mareva 
(asset-freezing) injunction was 
sought againsr a defendant to 
foreign civil proceedings who was 
resident and domiciled in England 
the fad that the English court’s 
jurisdiction derived solely from 
section 25 did not of itself make it 
inexpedient to grant world-wide, 
as distinct from domestic relief. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
dismissing an appeal by the defen¬ 
dant. Mr Sergio Cuoghi. from Mr 
Justice Mance who had refused to 
discharge a world-wide Mareva 
injunction and associated 
dislosure order granted in favour 
of the plainliiT, Credit Suisse Fides 
Trust SA. under section 25 of the 
1Q82 Act in aid of its claim in civil 
proceedings brought in Switzer¬ 
land alleging the defendant's 
complicity in the misappropriation 
or US $21.06 million by one of its 
employees. 

The Court or Appeal also dis¬ 
missed the plaintiffs cross-appeal 
from the judge's order directing 
the defendant to swear an affidavit 
defining the scope of his claim that 
disclosure would incriminate him 
in Swiss criminal proceedings. 

The defendant, who was res* 
idem and domiciled in England, 
carried on business here. He was 
alleged to have assets in other 
jurisdictions but. since he was not 
resident in Switzerland, the Swiss 
court had no power to order him to 
disclose their whereabouts. 


The |982 Act as amended by the 
Civil Jurisdiction and Judgments 
ACT 1W1. incorporated the Lugano 
Convention on Jurisdiction and the 
Enforcement of Judgments in Civil 
and Commercial Matters of 1968 
which extended to Its contracting 
states the prindples of the Brussels 
Convention on Jurisdiction and the 
Enforcement of Judgments in Civif 
and Commercial Matters of 1968 
also incorporated by the 1982 Act. 

Since, for the purposes of section 
25 of the 1982 Act. Switzerland was 
a Lugano contracting state and the 

subject matter of the substantive 
proceedings fell within the scope of 
the Brussels Convention, rtie High 
Court had jurisdiction under sec¬ 
tion 25(1) to grant interim relief. 

By section 25(2) the court on such 
an application might refuse to 
grant relief if. in its opinion, “the 
fan that the court has no jurisdic¬ 
tion span from this section in 
relation to the subject-matter of the 
proceedings in question makes it 
inexpedient for die court to grant 
it". 

Mr Michael Bill 
defendant: Mr Je 
the plaintiff. 


:. QC for the 
Onions for 


LORD JUSTICE M1LLE7T. 
having referred to article 24 of the 
Lugano Convention, authorising 
the grant of interim relief in 
present circumstances, section 25 
or the 1982 Act and to the recent 
extension to the court's jurisdiction 
provided by the Civil Jurisdiction 
and Judgments Act (982 (Interim 
Relief) Order |S11997 No 302). said 
that the wording of section 25(2) 
was inelegant and perhaps not 
readily susceptible to dose textual 
analysis, but its meaning was 
tolerably plain. 

On an application for interim 
relief under subsection (1) the court 
was not bound to grant relief but 
might decline to do so if in its 
opinion the Ida that it was ex eras¬ 
ing an ancitlaiy jurisdiction in 
support of substantive proceedings 
elsewhere made it inexpedient to 
gram it. 

It was the ancillary or subordi¬ 
nate nature of the jurisdiction 
rather than its source which was 
material and the test was cine of 
expediency. 

The structure of subsections (I) 
and (2) and the way in which their 
scope had been progressively wid¬ 
ened indicated a parliamentary 


intention that the English court 
should in principle be willing to 
gram appropriate interim relief in 
support of substantive proceedings 
taking place elsewhere and that h 
should not be deterred from doing 
so by the feet that its role was only 
an ancillary one unless the circum¬ 
stances of the particular case made 
(he grant of such relief inexpedient 

His Lordship could not acc ep t 
the defendant's submission that it 
was inappropriate to exercise the 
section 2 jurisdiction to grant a 
world-wide Mareva in support of 
proceedings pending in another 
country: there was no reason in 
principle why an English injunc¬ 
tion should not restrain a person 
properly before the court from 
disposing assets abroad. 

The order operated in perso¬ 
nam. It was a strong thing to 
restrain a defendant who was not 
resident within the jurisdiction 
from disposing of assets outside 

the jurisdiction. 

But where he was domiciled 
within it such an order could not 
be regarded as exorbitant or as 
going beyond what was inter¬ 
nationally acceptable. 

To treat it as such merely 
because the substantive proceed¬ 
ings were pending in another 
country would be contrary to the 
polity informing article 24 and 
section 25. 

Where a defendant and his 
assets were located outside the 
jurisdiction of the court seised of 
the substantive proceedings it was 
most appropriate that protective 
measures should be granted by 
those courts best able to make their 
orders effective. 

In relation to orders taking 
direct effect against the assets, that 
mean! the courts of the stale where 
they were located; and in relation 
to orders in personam, including 
disclosure orders, that meant the 
courts of the state where the person 
enjoined resided. 

While recognising that an an¬ 
cillary jurisdiction ought to be 
exercised with caution and that 
care should be taken not in make 
orders which conflicted with those 
of the court seised of the sub¬ 
stantive proceedings, his Lordship 
did not accept that interim relief 
should be limited to that which 
would be available in the court 
trying the subs I an rive dispute, or 
thai by going further the English 


court would be seeking to remedy 
defects in the laws of other 
countries. 

The principle which underlay 
article 24 was that each contracting 
state should be willing to assist the 
courts of another contracting state 
by providing such interim relief as 
wou Id be available if its own courts 
were seised of the substantive 
proceedings. 

By going further than the Swiss 
courts would be prepared to go in 
relation to a defendant resident 
outside Switzerland, the English 

court would not be seeking to 
namely any perceived deficiency in 
Swiss law bur rather to supple¬ 
ment the jurisdiction of the Swiss 
courts in accordance with article 24 
and prindples which were inter¬ 
nationally accepted. 

His Lordship referred to the 
defendant's reliance on /tossed !W 
v Oriental Commercial Shipping 
(UK) Lid (fl99Q[ I WLR 1357], 
which was not a section 25 case, 
and S&TBauirading v Nordling 
{Lin reported. July 29.1996: CA (Civ 
Div) Transcript No KN8 of 1996) 
which did concern section 25, for 
the proposition that the English 
court should only make orders 
having extra-territorial effect in aid 
of foreign substantive proceedings 
in "very exceptional 
circumstances''. 

In the latter case the court 
appeared to hove given no consid¬ 
eration to the terms of section 25(2], 
to the question whether the mak¬ 
ing of a world-wide order would 
have been inexpedient, to the fact 
that the defendants were domiciled 
in England or to the absence of 
conflicting jurisdictions. 

It was regrettable dial a gloss 
had been placed on the words of 
section 25(2). The question for 
consideration was not whether the 
circumstances were exceptional 
but whether h would be inexpedi¬ 
ent to make the order. 

Where application was made for 
in personam relief in ancillary 
proceedings two considerations 
which were highly material were 
the place where the person sought 
to be enjoined was domiciled and 
the likely reaction of the court 
seised of the substantive dispute. 

Where a similar order had been 
refused by that court it would 
generally be wrong to interfere; 
but where the other court lacked 
jurisdiction to make an effective 


order against a defendant because 
he was resident here h did not at 
ail follow that that court would 
find the English court’s order 
objectionable. 

The judge's derision was un¬ 
assailable and the defendant's 
appeal would be dismissed. 

THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE, 
agreeing, referred to the generally 
cautious approach adopted by the 
court where Mareva. particularly 
world-wide, relief was sought in 
support of substantive proceedings 
brought In England. 

Where such relief was soughr 
under section 25 where substantive 
proceedings had been commenced 
elsewhere, his Lordship said that 
the coun would be even more 
cautious in granting it. having 
regard to the terms of subsection 

P). 

It would be unwise to attempt to 
list all the considerations which 
might be held id make the grant of 
relief under section 25 inexpedient 
or expedient, whether on a munici¬ 
pal or world-wide basis. 

But it would obviously 
heavily, probably 
against the gram of interim relief if 
such grant would obstruct or 
hamper the management of the 
case by the primary court, that is. 
the court seised of the substantive 
proceedings, or would give rise to a 
tide of conflicting, inconsistent or 
overlapping orders in other courts. 

Ir might weigh against the grant 
of refief by the English court that 
the primary court could- have 
granted such relief and had not 
done so. particularly if it had 
declined an application for such 
relief. 

But it might be thought ro weigh 
in favour of granting such relief 
that a defendant was present in 
England and so liable to effective 
enforcement of an order made in 
personam always provided that by 
the grant or relief the English court 
did not tread on the toes of the 
primary court or any other eourt 
involved in the case. 

On any application under sec¬ 
tion & the English court had to 
recognise (hat its role was subordi¬ 
nate to and had to be supportive of 
that of the primary court. 

Lord Justice Potter agreed with 
both judgments. 

Solkaconc Judge Sykes Frixou: 
Clifford Chance. 


Court cannot substitute 
lesser verdict after plea 


oasis. 

bviously weigh 
r conclusively. 
F interim relief if 


Regina v Horsman 
Before Lord Justice Waller. Mr 
Justice Tucker and Mr Justice 
Bennett 

Pudgment June 13) 

Where a conviction-had to be set 
aside, the Court of Appeal had no 
jurisdiction under seCTion 3 of the 
Criminal Appeal Act 1966 to sub¬ 
stitute a conviction for an alter¬ 
native offence where the appellant 
had pleaded guilty prior to being 
pur in charge of die jury. Section 5 
applied only where a jury had 
convicted the appellant 

The Court of Appeal, Criminal 
Division, so held in a reserved 
judgment allowing the .appeal of 
Richard David Horsman against 
conviction following his plea of 
guilty on April IS, 1994 at 
Barnstaple Crown Court (Judge 
Neville) to two counts pf obtaining 
property by deception contrary to 
section 15 of the Theft Act 1968. On 
May 25. 1994 the appellant was 
sentenced ro a total of 15 months 
imprisonment. 

Section 3 of the 1968 Act pro¬ 
vides; "(1) This section applies on 
an appeal against conviction, 
where the . appellant has been 
convicted of an offence and the jury 
could on the indictment have 
found him guilty of some other 
offence, and on die finding of the 
jury ft appears to the Court of 
Appeal that the jury must have 
been satisfied of facts which 
proved him gnflty or the other 
offence. 

"(3 The court may. instead of 
allowing or dismissing the appeal, 
substitute for the verdict found by 
the jury a verdict of guilty of the 
other offence, and pass such sen¬ 
tence in substitution for the sen¬ 
tence passed at the trial as may be 
authorised by law for the other 
offence, not being a sentence of 
greater severity.’* 

Mis Sarah Mu/ira. who did oat 
appear below, assigned by the 
Registrar of Criminal Appeals, far 
the appellant; Mr G. M. Mercer 
for the Crown. 


Liability need not be fixed before damages limited 


Caspian Basin Specialised 
Emergency Salvage Adminis¬ 
tration and Another v 
Bouygues Offshore SA and 
Others 

Ultisol Transport Contrac¬ 
tors Ltd v Bouygues Offshore 
SA and Others 
Before Mr Justice Rix 
(Judgment ApriT30| 

It was not necessary for liability to 
be established or admitted before a 
limitation action under the Mer¬ 
chant Shipping ACT J995 could be 
commenced, or a declaration of 
limitation obtained. 

Mr Justice Rix so held in the 
Admiralty Court of the Queen’s 
Bench Division in a reserved 
judgment, inter alia, granting the 
plaintiffs' applications for declara¬ 
tions limiting their liability, if any. 
in connection with the kiss of a 
barge owned by the first defen¬ 
dant. Bouygues Offshore SA. 

The barge was being towed to 
Cape Town. South Africa, pursu¬ 
ant to a charterparty between 
Bouygues and Ultisol. The tug was 
owned by Caspian and chartered 
by Ultisol. The barge was lost off 
the coast of South Africa. 


Bouygues had commenced 
proceedings against Caspian and 
Ultisol in South Africa and in 
England, alleging, inter alia, mis¬ 
representation and claiming dam¬ 
ages in excess of £50 million. Both 
Caspian and Ultisol had com¬ 
menced limitation actions in Eng¬ 
land under what became the 
Merchant Shipping Act 1995. and 
had made applications for declara¬ 
tions limiting their liability to a 
(imitation fond constituted by 
Ultisol in the amount of £573.717. 
Liability had not been admitted or 
established. 

Among the issues raised was 
whether a declaration of limitation 
could be obtained without liability 
flrst being admitted or established; 
artd whether there was a right to 
limit in respect of a claim in 
misrepresentation. 

Mr Nicholas Hamblen. QC, for 
Caspian; Mr Angus Glennie. QC 
and Miss Clare Ambrose for 
Ultisol; Mr David Steel. QC and 
Mr Simon Gault for Bouygues. 

MR JUSTICE RIX reviewed die 
relevant authorities, starting with 
Hill v Audits ((1855) I K & J 263L 
which appeared to establish that 
the determination of liability was a 
condition precedent to the 


commencement of a limitation 
action. 

In his Lordship's judgment no 
authority survived with unbroken 
force because the derisions were 
based on jurisdictional issues 
which were not now relevant and 
were pursuant to statutory pro¬ 
visions which were no longer in 
force. 

It was true that among the 
reasons given m Hill v Audus for 
the construction placed upon the 
statute was the practical consid¬ 
eration that a limitation action 
without an admission of liability 
might be a waste of time. 

However, his Lordship said that 
if the matter was one of discretion 
rather than of jurisdiction there 
were obviously circumstances, 
such as those in the present case 
where the sum claimed was many 
times greater than the limitation 
fond and a declaration of limita¬ 
tion would enable the parties to 
know if the matter was worth 
litigating, in which the determ¬ 
ination of limitation could sensibly 
and profitably precede the deterni- 
marion of liability. 

Since the jurisdictional con¬ 
straints which in those rases 
required a determination of liabil- 
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icy before the court could pro¬ 
nounce upon limitation no longer 
applied, in his Lordship^ view, 
there was nothing in theory or 
logic which demanded that the 
right to limit liability was pos¬ 
sessed only by one who owed 
liability. 

Any modern rule which stated 
that liability was a condition 
precedent to limitation was there¬ 
fore not a rule of law hut a rule erf 
practice, best expressed In terms of 
a presumption, and his Lordship 
could not see why any presump¬ 
tion that liability should precede a 
decree of limitation should not be 
rebutted in certain circumstances, 
such as when there was no dispute 
as to die right to limit. 

Furthermore, the terms of the 
Convention on Limitation of 
Liability for Maritime Claims 
1976. incorporated into English 
Law by section 17(1) of the Mer¬ 
chant Shipping Act 1979. now- 
section 185(1) of the Merchant 
Shipping Act 1995. envisaged that 
limitation actions could be com¬ 
menced without admission of 
liability. 

In his Lordship's view, that was 
a pointer that there was nothing 
wrong in principle wjih the court 
pronouncing upon limitation 
when liability was still in issue, 

Nor was there anything in 
Order 75 of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court which was in¬ 
compatible with a declaration of 
limitation being granted prior 10 
an admission of liability. 

In a normal rase where liability 
was admitted, distribution of the 
fond and stays of proceedings 
followed a decree of limitation. If 


liability had nor yet been deter¬ 
mined. dearly there could be no 
staying of the liability action which 
remained to be fought. However, 
his Lordship saw no reason why 
distribution should not await the 
outcome or the (rial of liability. 

As to the issue of whether there 
was a right to limit under the 1976 
Convention fo respect of a claim in 
misrepresentation, his Lordship 
considered that there was. 

Mr Steel had submitted that a 
claim in misrepresentation was 
nata'*claim in resped of... kiss or 
damage to property ... occurring 
... in direct connection with the 
operation of the ship" as required 
by paragraph 2.1 of the 
Convention. 

As to the first limb of that 
requirement, his Lordship said 
that a daim in a convention 
dealing with limitation of liability 
was prima fade a demand for 
financial recompense, and that 
was what the misrepresentation 
daim was. 

As to the second limb, his 
Lordship rejected the submission 
that the daim did not arise in 
“direct connection with the opera¬ 
tion of the ship". If that submission 
were adopted, many contractuo] 
daims for breach of warranty 
which were within the 1976 
Convention could be presented as 
daims for misrepresentation and 
therefore outside the convention. 

Moreover, paragraph 2.1 pro¬ 
vided that claims within its scope 
qualiBed for limitation "whatever 
the basis of liability may be". 

Solidtors: Edwin Coe; Thomas 
Cooper & Stibbard: Clyde & Co. 


LORD JUSTICE WALLER, giv¬ 
ing the judgment of the court, said 
that following the derision of the 
House of Lords in R v Preddv 
QI996] AC 813. which dem¬ 
onstrated' that despite the appel¬ 
lant's admitted dishonesty do 
offence under section 15(1) could 
have been committed, he applied 
for an extension of time for 
appealing his conviction. That was 


granted by *e deputy regisuw- 
Leave to appeal was granted by the 
single judge, dearly -on the 
expectation dial the Court of 
Appeal would' have power to 

substitute convictions .for. some 
other offence under section 3 of the 
1968 ACT. 

The question raised squarely 
before the Court of Appeal was 
whether the court did in fact have 
that power. 

For the appellant h was submit¬ 
ted that on the wording of *CTton 3 

or the 1968 ACT, unattractive as it 
might seem in the light of the 
appellant's admitted dishonesty, 
there was in fact no power to 
substitute where the appellant had 
pleaded guilty. 

Miss Munro’S argument was 
straightforward. It was that if the 
wording of section 3 was fouawed 
it contemplated substitution only 
where there had been a verdict of 
the jury. That appeared right, 

Mr Mercer submitted that it 
would be most unfortunate and 
indeed anomalous if the power to 
substitute did not extend to appeals 
against conviction on a guilty plea. 
Again, that also appeared to be 
right. 

However, the powers of the . 
Court of Appeal flowed only from 
statute and however anomalous if 
the vrords of the section were dear 
there was no room for construing 
diem in any other way. 

A Further difficulty for the 
Crown was created by the fact that 
R v Shannon fll975j AC 717) 
demonstrated that die original 
wording of section 2(1) of the same 
Act created a lacuna not dissimilar 
to that which their Lordships 
suggested existed in relation to 
section 3. That lacuna was cor¬ 
rected by amendment by which the 
words “the verdict of the jury" 
were removed and replaced by the 
words “the conviction". 

In their Lordships' view, most 
unfortunately, the power of the 
Court of Appeal to substitute a 
verdict did not exist where a- 
defendant had pleaded guilty prior 
to being put in charge of the jury. 
The words in section 3 which 
provided the Court of Appeal with 
the power to substitute contem¬ 
plated expressly a verdict from a 
jury, and there was no other power 
provided. 

lime haying been extended and 
leave to- appeal granted, the appel¬ 
lant's appeal against conviction 
had to beat 


Tachograph rule applies after 
end of working day 


Director of Public Prosecu¬ 
tions v Guy 

Before Lord Justice Simon Brown 
and Mr Justke.Garland 
(Judgment June I7| 

A driver was guilty of theoffenoeof 
driving a vehicle when the 
tachograph was not working even 
when he was driving home haring 
finished work for the day. 

The Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court so held allowing an appeal 
by way of case stated by the 
prosecution against the acquittal 
by Barry Justices of David Andrew 
Guy of driving a vehicle in whkh 
recording equipment was installed 
but not in use as required by article 
15(2) of Council Regulation 
EEC/3821/85 (QJ 1985 L3TO/S) con- 
irary to section 97 of the Transport 
Act J968L 

Mr John McGuiness for the 
prosecution; Mr Hugo Keith as 
amicus curiae. 


LORD JUSTICE SIMON 
BROWN said that on July 21,1995 
the defendant was driving home in 
Dinas Pnwys in a tractor unit 
when he was stopped by the police 
who found the tachograph was not 
working as there was no record 
sheet in it. When questioned, he 
said: “I thought it was all right for 
personal use." 

While the justices had held that 


the vehicle came within the excep¬ 
tion in article 4(12) of Council 
Regulation 3820/85 ' (OJ 1985 
L370/I) it had been correctly con¬ 
ceded by the parties that thtir was. 
not the rase. The exceptions listed 
in article 4 only exempted vehicles 
by description as to their general 
use. it did not provide exemptions 
for individual vehicles. 

Article 15 of Regulation 3821 
staled: “(2) Drivers shall..use tbe 
record sheets every day on which 
they are driving starting from the 
moment they take over the vehide. 
The record sheet shall not be 
withdrawn before the end of the 
daily working period..." That 
article had to be read subject to 
article 15(3} which gave details of 
time to be recorded. 

The prosecutor, contended if one 
drove a vehicle to which a. 
tachograph had been installed, 
any driving time came within the 
daily working period. The defen¬ 
dant contended that driving home 
from work constituted part of the 
rest period. 

No problems arose when a 
driver drove his own vehicle home 
because there was no obligation ro 
install and use a tachograph in 
such a vehide. In this case how¬ 
ever the defendant drove home in 
his employer's vehide. 

Both parties, referred to Marc 


Michelson and Geybels Transport 
Service NV (GTS) (11994-61ECR b 
2497) from which it was dear the 
daily working period ended when 
die rest period began. However, 
tijat due did not answer the 
question whether a driver driving 
home was in his daily working 
period or his rest period.. 

The regulations themselves were 
not helpful as they did not define 
rest period- 

While his Lordship had strong 
initial sympathies with the defen¬ 
dant. he conducted that he had 
committed the offence. It was dear 
from the first sentence of artide 
15(2) that the daily work period 
started from the moment the 
driver took over the vehide and it 
would be curious if a driver was 
not required to use a tachograph 
when driving home when his day's 
work had ended. Prime v Hosting 
(The Times December 30.1994) cm 
a similar point was no help. 

Given the considerations above 
and the general purposes of the 
legislation to promote piblic 
safety, for the purposes of artide 
15(2) tbe work period did nor end 
until a driver ceased to drive.. 

Mr Justice Garland agreed. 

Solidtors: Crown Prosecution 
Service. Cardiff; Treasury 
Solicitor. 
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Certain aspects should be re¬ 
emphasised. , first, the faa ina: 
substitution was not avauable on a 
plea of guilty was dearly a 
material drnunstance in consid¬ 
ering whether in justice an exten¬ 
sion of time and leave a> appeal 
should be given. 

It was only once leave was given 
that the court was compelled by 
section 2 to allow the appeal if the 
conviction was wrong in law. 

■without being able to do that which 

justice would appear to demand of 
substituting the alternative which 
would have been available if the 
point had been taken at the trial 
itself. ■ 

The fact that if The point had 
been taken at the triaL substitution 
would have taken place by means 
ot an amendment was a highly 
materia] factor in considering 
whether to grant an extension of 
ante: see R v Hawkins {]1977) 1 Cr 
App R 234, 240). 

Accordingly, until there was an 
amendment to the law. applica¬ 
tions for an extension of time for 
appealing and for leave 10 appeal 
against convictions where there 
had been a plea of guilty needed 
consideration by the full court.. 
unless leave was refused, so dial 
the Court of Appeal's hands were 
not tied. 

Second, it was pointed outby Mr 
Mercer that there might be situa¬ 
tions where if an appellant, who 
had pleaded guilty to an offence 
but it turned out there wa s no 
offeree in law on the particularised 
fails, was refused an extension of 
time and leave to appeal simply 
because there was no power in the 
Court of Appeal to substitute; that 
might in some cases create an 
injustice to the woukl-1* appellant. 

At the least it would place the 
oou rt in a dilemma as to whether to 
give leave to appeal with the 
consequence of the conviction hav¬ 
ing to be quashed, or refuse leave 
rather than allow the appellant to 
escape punishment for some dis¬ 
honest conduct. Accordingly, the 
question of amending the law 
should be looked at with some 
haste. 

Finally, it should be made dear 
that under compulsion the appeal 
had been allowed, but the appel¬ 
lant should appreciate that he had 
only the most technical of acquit¬ 
tals. No injustice had been done by 
his serving a prison senience. 

Solicitors: Crown Prosecution 
Service. Exeter. 


Intercepting office telephone calls is breach of privacy 


Halford v United Kingdom 
(Case No 73/1096/602/884) 

Before R- Bernhardt, President 
and Judges L-E. Pettiti. C. Russo. 
A. 5pieImaim. I. Foighd. J. M. 
Morenilla, Sir John Freeland. M. 
A. lopes Rocha and P. Curis 
Registrar H. Petzold 
Deputy Registrar P. J. Mahoney 
pudgment June 25| 

Interception of telephone calls 
from an office in Merseyside Police 
Headquarters was a breach of the 
right of privacy. 

The European Court of Human 
Rights held that there had been 
violations of both articles 8 and 13 
of the European Convention on 
Human Rights in respect of Ms 
Halford's complaints that tele¬ 
phone rails made from her office in 
Merseyside Police Headquarters 
had been intercepted in breach of 
her right to respect for her private 
life and correspondence and that 
she had not had available to her 
any effective remedy for that 
complaint. 

Article 8 of the Convention 
provides: 

"1 Everyone has the righi 10 
respect for his private and family 
life, his home and his 
correspondence. 

“2 There shall be no interference 
by a public authority with the 
exercise of this right except such as 
h in accordance with the jaw and 
is necessary in a democratic society 
in the interests of national security, 
public safely or ihe economic well 
being of the country, for the 
prevention of disorder or crime, for 
The protection of health or morals, 
or for the protection of the rights 
and freedoms of others." 

Article 13 provides: "Everyone 
whose rights and freedoms as set 
forth in [the] Convention are 
violated shall have an effective 


remedy before a national authority 
notwithstanding that the violation 
has been committed by persons 
acting in an official capacity." 

Ms Alison Halford was bom in 
1940 and live in the WirraL In May 
1983 she was appointed assistant 
chief constable with the Mersey¬ 
side Police and as such was the 
highest ranking female police of¬ 
ficer in the United Kingdom- 

After she had failed on several 
occasions to be appointed to a 
more senior post in 1990 she 
commenced proceedings against 
the Home Office and Merseyside 
Police Authority in the industrial 
tribunal alleging discrimination 
on the ground of sex. She withdrew 
her complaint in August 1992 
following an agreement under 
which she was to retire from the 
police force and receive ox gratia 
payments totalling £15.000. 

Ms Halford alleged that certain 
members of the Merseyside Police 
Authority launched a campaign 
againsr her in response to her 
discriminaiion complaint. That 
look the form, inter alia, of leaks to 
the press, the bringing of disci¬ 
plinary proceedings against her 
and the interception of her tele¬ 
phone calls. 

For the purposes of the case 
before the Churl, the UK Govern¬ 
ment accepted that there was a 
reasonable likdihuod that calls 
made from her office telephones 
had been intercepted but did not 
accept that any such likelihood had 
been established in relation to calls 
made from her home telephone. 

In December 1991. Ms Halford 
complained to the Interception of 
CbmmunicariiYts Tribunal. In 
February 1992 the tribunal in¬ 
formed her that it was satisfied 
that there had been no contraven¬ 
tion of (he Interception of 
Communications Ad 1985 in rela¬ 
tion to her home telephone, but. 


under die terms ot the Act, h was 
itot empowered to specify whether 
that was because there had been 
no interception or because then; 
had been an interception which 
had been carried out pursuant to a 
warrant in accordance with the 
Ad. 

In a fetter to Mr David Alton. 
MP. Ms Halforeris member of 
Parliament, the Home Office ex¬ 
plained that eavesdropping by the 
Merseyside ftjlice an their own 
internal telephone system fen out¬ 
side the scope of the 1985 Act and 
would not require a warrant. 

The applkaticn to tbe European 
Commission of Human Rights 
which was lodged on April 22, 
1992. was declared admissible on 
March 2.1995. 

Having attempted unsuccess¬ 
fully to secure a friendly settle- 
menu the Commission drew up a 
report on April 18,1996 in which it 
established the facts and expressed 
the opinion that there had been 
violations of both articles 8 and 13 
in relation to the applicant's office 
telephones (26 votes to 1); that there 
had been no violations of articles S. 
10 or 13 in respect of her home 
telephone (unanimously): that it 
was nca necessary to examine 
separately her complaint under 
article 10 in relation to her office 
telephones (unanimously), and. fi¬ 
nally. that there had been no 
violation of . article 14 
(unanimously). 

In its judgment, the European 
Court of Human Rights held as 
follows; 

A Artide 8 

1 Applicability of artide S 

it was dear from the Court's . 
case law that telephone cells made . 
from business premises as well as 
bun the home might be covered 
by the notions of "private life" and. 
“ correspondence- within the 


meaning of article- 8: see, for 
example, the judgments of Ktoss 
and Others on September 6, 1978 
(Series A No 28); Malone v UK of 
August 2. 1985 and Kruslin v 
France; Huvig vFrance (The Times 
May 3,1990; Series A No 176). 

There was no evidence of any 
warning having been given to Ms 
Halford, as a user of the internal 
telecommunications system op¬ 
erated at Merseyside Police Head¬ 
quarters. that calls made on that 
system would be liable to intercep¬ 
tion and the Court considered that 
she would have had a reasonable 
of privacy for such 


Article 8 was. therefore ap¬ 
plicable to the complaints relating 
to both the office ■ and - home 
telephones. . 

2 Tbe office telephones: 

(x) Existence 1 of an interference 

There was a reasonable Efceli- 
hood, as the UK had conceded, 
that caffs made by Ms Halford 
from her office had been inter¬ 
cepted by the Merseyside Police,, 
probably wfth the primary aim of 
gathering material to assist in the 
defence of the sex discrimination 
proceedings brought against them. 
That constituted an interference by 
a public authority within the 
meaning of article SJ. 

(5) Whether the interference was 
in accordance with tbe law 

The Interception of Gammon- 
icatians Act 1985 did not apply to 
internal communications systems 
operated by public authorities, 
such as that at Merseyside Ptrfice 
Headquarters, and .there was no 
other provision in domestic law to 
regulate ihelntenxptiofi of caJIson 
such systems. ' 

Since English law provided no 
protection to Ms Halford, it could 
riot be said that the-interference 
was in accordance with the law.as. 
required by article s. There-had 
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therefore been a violation of that 
artide. ... 

3 The home telephone: Existence 
of an Interfere n ce 

TheCourt did nor consider that 
the evidence established a reason¬ 
able likelihood that calls made wi 
die telephone in Ms Halford'S 
home had been intercepted. ■ In 
view of that conclusion, fr did-not 
find a violation, of artide: 8/-in 

- relation to the home tdepborift.-'-:-' 

B Article 13 

The Court found a violatian 'of 
artide 13 in respecr. of Ms' 
Halfords complaint about- the 
interception of calls made on heir 
office telephones, in view of-the fa a 
thai'Jhe 1985 Act did not apply id. 

. the intemaT telephone system op¬ 
erated by Merseyside Police and 
-there was no other avenue in 
" domestic law for her complaint. . 

It did not find a violation.of 
artide 13 in relation to her am- 
plaint concerning her home tele-, 
phone, because artide 13 wily - 
required an effective remedy be- . 
fore a national authority in'respect' . 
of arguable claims. under-; foe 
Convention. 

Ms Hafford, however.- had not 

adduced enough evidence to make 

- out an arguable daim. Judge. 
Russo dissentedon that point . 
CArtidesl0aiuri4 V- 

The allegations in relatiaQ'-tO . 

. ar ticles 10 and 14 were tantamount .- 
■ to restatements of the complaints 

- under arrideS. Itwas not therefore - 

necessary forthe Court te consider 
them. - . ; < • 

D Artide50 . , .' 

The Court awarded Ms Halford 
£ 10.000 hr compensation fer 
intrusion into her privacy i__ 

.■ £600 towards her personal ex- . 

. Ponses incurred m.. bringing, foe.. 
casern Strasbourg. ItalstrawardeJ 
..BUBO of the £r42S75 fcgaI■costs .; 
arid expenses she fiaddanuet ; 




7 -• 




■4 





••ai-ijpv 


















THE TIMES THURSDAY JULY 3 1997 


LAW 


rent s 
paedcn 
T Sul]] 
XI (Kx 
ior is i 

. who 
ckup u 
w boil. 
■XJWSOL 
■e child] 
P in fti! 
t (he bif 
life anvl 
Jherhobi 
n be assi 
erWayn 


ic hisior 
d it is n 
sen is st 
Joes nui 
and the 
it the n 
> study I 
• key evt 
■ (hose \ 
: dsewh 
i’ Ynune 
xntrate 
akein b 
an inch 
t Bara 


ewsdav ( 
vaSMtt 
ichuben 
aenct 1 It 

flmGttr 
wshourS 
mara A 
: Bntam E 
OTheWc 
tirac* S 
70.30 
Hit Cut 
n0u&3 
■ope . 


Court of Appeal _ Law Report July 31997 __ Court of Appeal 

No credit for VAT on incentive Returning abducted child 


^“nusaouers of Customs 
and Excise v Redraw Group 
pie 

Before Lord Justice Simon Brown, 
Umi Justice Peter Gibson and Mr 
Justice McCullough 
[Judgment June 9| 

A taxpayer company, which as 
part of a sales incentive scheme 
pa w the fees of estate agents who 
(he existing homes of prospec- 
hve purchasers thus enabling 
mem to buy the company's newly 
built homes, was not entitled to 
recover as an input tax credit the 
value-added tax paid on the estate 
agents'fees. 

The Court of Appeal so stated 
a bowing an appeal by the 
Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise from the judgment of Mr 
Justice Potts made on December A 
1995 whereby he dismissed their 
appeal against the decision of the 
VAT tribunal dated April b. 1995. 

The tribunal by their derision 
had allowed die appeal of the 
taxpayer company. Redraw Group 
pic. against a VAT assessment of 
E5SJ53 and E6£3S.I2 default in¬ 
terest made to recover input tax 
claimed and deducted by the 
company during 48 consecutive 
monthly accounting periods. 

The company built houses ior 
sale in the private sector. Most of 
their prospective purchasers had 
existing houses to sell and. until 
they were sold, could not proceed 
with their purchase from the 
company. As a marketing device 
the company devised and operated 
a sales incentive scheme called the 
estate agents package scheme 
under which in certain circum¬ 
stances the company paid the fees 
of estate agents who sold ihe 
existing homes of prospective 
purchasers. The company claimed 
die VAT paid on those fees as input 
tax. 

Mr Paul Lasak. QC and Mrs 
Melanie Hall for the commis¬ 
sioners; Mr Richard BramwelL 
QC and Mr John Dick for the 
taxpayer company. 

LORD JUSTICE SIMON 
BROWN said that the question 


was whether or not the taxpayer 
company was entitled to the bene¬ 
fit or that input tax. 

Fundamental to both the tri¬ 
bunal's and the judged derisions 
was the conclusion that the estate 
agents’ services were provided in 
both the company and the prospec¬ 
tive purchasers. That was die 
decisive consideration. 

Was that amdusion support¬ 
able? In submitting dial it was. Mr 
Bramwell relied on the earlier 
tribunal derisions in PS O Femes 
(Dover) Ltd v Commissioners of 
Customs and Excise on June 29. 
1992. and Pfessey Co Ltd v 
Commissioners of Customs and 

Excise on October 17,1994. for the 
proposition (hat die same services 
could be supplied to two different 
people. 

In contending for the contrary. 
Mr Lasok submitted that die 
earlier cases, and, the tribunal's 
approach in the present case, 
needed now to be re-examined in 

the light of the decision of die 
European Court of Justice in BLP 
Group pic v Customs and Excise 
Commissioners (119951 STC 424) 
and die House of Lords'derision in 
Robert Gordon's College v Cus¬ 
toms and Excise Commissioners 
Q1996| I WLR 201). both decided 
later, and chat on a true analysis 
Che supplies in the present case 
could only properly be regarded as 
having been made to the prospec¬ 
tive purchasers, rather than to the 
company, the latter merely (Attain¬ 
ing a collateral benefit from them. 

The strength of Mr B ram well's 
case appeared to his Lordship to lie 
in the following considerations. 

First, that it was the company 
who chose, instructed, and in those 
cases which resulted in a com¬ 
pleted purchase of a Redrew home, 
paid the agent. 

Second, (hat in (hose cases (he 
company benefited from the estate 
agent's services equally wirti the 
prospective purchaser. 

True, those services were them¬ 
selves directed to the sale of the 
prospective purchaser's home, but 
that sale provided thecnmpany not 
merely with a prospective pur¬ 


chaser with vacant possession but 
rather with an actual purchaser 
who simultaneously completed the 
purchase of a Redraw home. 

The sale of the prospective 
purchasers home. Mr Bramwell 
submitted, was the key which 
unlocked too the sale of the Redraw 
home There was no chain of 
transactions and no intervening 
transaction involved; rather there 
were interlocking, contempora¬ 
neous transactions and a dear 
community of interest between (1* 
prospective purchaser and the 
company in using the agent to sell 
the former's home. 

The broad merits of the compa¬ 
ny’s case seemed to his Lordship 
plain apd it was difficult to think or 
any good commercial reason why 
in those circumstances they should 
not recover die input tax in 
question. VAT law, however, was 
no respecter of merits. It required a 
careful analysis of each trans¬ 
action undertaken. 

it was clear, first, that the 
identity of the person providing the 
consideration did not in itself 
indicate the person who was the 
recipient of a supply. 

Section 14 of the Value Added 
Tax Act 1983, which defined input 
(ax. moreover, now had to be 
considered in the light of the 
European Court’s derision in BLP. 
Thar derision was applied by the 
House of Lords in Robert Gor¬ 
don's College. 

Mr Bramwell sought first to 
argue that those two derisions 
went only to issues that had been 
conceded by the commissioners, 
that is. the questions whether the 
company used the agent's services 
for die purpose of their business 
and whether those services were 
attributable to the company's tax¬ 
able supplies. 

His Lordship rejected that 
contention. It seemed that BLP 
necessarily bore too on the central 
question arising in the present 
case; to whom was the supply of 
services made? It required one to 
ask with what transaction the 
supply had a direct and immediate 
link. Similarly. Robert Gordon’s 


College required each transaction 
to be examined separately and 
forbade a global view. 

Could Mr B ram writ's analysis 
survive such an approach? His 
Lordship had reluctantly con¬ 
cluded dial n could not. 

Even if one accepted that in 
certain circumstances the same 
services could be supplied to two 
different people, otherwise than 
under a conventional contract 
made between the supplier on‘the 
one hand and the other parties 
jointly on the other, in his Lord- 
ship^ judgment that could only be 
» when there ousted not merely a 
mutuality of interest in receiving 
the services, as in P & O Ferries. 
but also no more than a single 
transaction in which both recipi¬ 
ents shared that interest 

In the present case, however, 

there were two discrete trans¬ 
actions. certainly for VAT pur¬ 
poses; one, the non-taxable supply 
of the purchaser's home, the other, 
the taxable supply of a Redraw 
home. True, they were closely 
linked both as to time and as to 
ultimate aim: to rehouse the pur¬ 
chaser. now unencumbered by his 
first home, in a Redraw home. 

But two transactions there un¬ 
doubtedly were, and when one 
examined each “separately to as¬ 
certain objectively what output tax 
is payable and what input tax is 
deductible” (Robert Gordon's 
College), and when one asked with 
which transaction the agent's ser¬ 
vices had “a direct and immediate 
link” (BLP). ignoring as one must 
“the ultimate aim pursued by the 
taxable person' (BLP). there 
seemed only one conclusion. 

The agent's services were sup¬ 
plied and their fees incurred in the 
sale of the purchasers home. That 
was a service provided, as the 
commissioners contended, to the 
purchaser, not to the company. 

His Lordship would restore the 
commissioners’ assessment. 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson and 
Mr Justice McCullough delivered 
concurring judgments. 

Solicitors; Solicitor. Customs 
and Excise; Mr lain Mason, Mold. 


In re A (a Minor) (Abduction: 
Non-convention country) 
Before Lord Woolf, Master of the 
Rolls, Lord Justice Ward and Lord 
Justice Mummery 

[Judgment June 111 

Before ordering the peremptory 
return of on abducted child to a 
country which was not a party to 
the Hague Convention on the Civil 
Aspects of International Child 
Abduction (Cmnd 8281). an Eng¬ 
lish court had to be satisfied that 
the child* welfare would be pro¬ 
tected by the courts of that foreign 
country. 

The Court of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment dismissing an 
appeal by the Father of a child aged 
two against the derision of Mr 
Justice Singer on February 20 to 
refuse his application for a sum¬ 
mary order dial the child be 
returned to the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates, her country of habitual 
residence. 

Mr Paul Focke. QC and Ms 

Salty Cahill for die faihen Mr 
Michael Harrison, QC and Mr 
Roger Bickerdike for the mother. . 

LORD JUSTICE WARD said 
that the mother had submined 
that, on an application for a 
peremptory return order to a non- 
convention country, the best in¬ 
terests of die child was the court's 
paramount consideration and 
therefore it was necessary that the 
court had regard to the way in 
which that issue was likely to be 
resolved in the c o mpet in g jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

The mother had referred to 
authorities since the Child Abduc¬ 


tion and Custody Act 1985. which 
incorporated the convention into 
English law, and submitted dial 
the thread linking them together 
was the common assumption that 
the foreign country would apply 
law and practice broadly ®»- 
parable to ours. 

The only authority which might 
be inconsistent with that view was 
In re M (Minors) (Abduction: 
Peremptory rearm order) (The 
Times November 20,1995; [1996| 1 
FLR 478) where Lord Justice Waite 
had said; 

“Underlying the whole purpose 
of the peremptory order was a 
principle of international comity 

“Very exceptional drcumstances 

would be needed to show that in a 
particular case the English court 
would be justified in departing 
from that general principle. No 
such grounds have been estab¬ 
lished here." 

In the present case the judge, to 
much die same effect; had said: 

The English court must act with 
comity towards the courts of other 
jurisdictions, accepting that dif¬ 
ferent traditions in different cul¬ 
tures have their own value and 
that it is wrong and unacceptable 
for the English court to evaluate 
them comparatively in a way that 
would- be critical.” 

The mothers submission was 
that: 

1 The duty of the court was to 
determine the question by the test 
which made welfare the para¬ 
mount, and therefore the domi¬ 
nant, consideration. 

2 The court could not be satisfied 
that it was in the best interests of 


the child to return it to the court of 
habitual residence in order (fun 
that c ou rt might resolve the dis¬ 
puted question, unless that court 
was satisfied that the welfare test 
would apply in that foreign court. 

3 Consequently, the court could not 
abdicate its responsibility suttfity 
by assuming mat welfare would 
apply. 

4 The choice of residence in the 
foreign country might imply the 
voluntary assumption of dis¬ 
advantage. personal and judicial. 

by a parent but it did not justify the 

court in imposing any consequen¬ 
tial detriment oh the child. 

5 While h might be necessary for 
the applicant for die peremptory 

order to'show that comparability 
when inviting the courts assis¬ 
tance.'nevertheless. since foreign 
law was presumed to be the same 
as die English law by virtue of the 
established rules of' private inter¬ 
national law. the practical result 
was that it would be for the 
respondent to adduce evidence of 
dissimilarity. 

6 It was only when the court was 
satisfied that the child's welfare 
would be protected by the foreign 
court that the court could entrust 
the derision to that foreign court- 

His Lordship found tie logic of 
that submission compelling. In re 
M was an obstacle to easy adop¬ 
tion of ft However, the authorities 
before the advent of the 1985 Act 
seemed clearly to establish that h 
was an abdication of the respon¬ 
sibility and an ab neg ation of the 
duty of the court to the ward under 
its protection to surrender the. 
determination of its ward's future 
to a foreign court whose regime 


might be inimical to the child* 
welfare.. 

If driven to it his Lordship 
would reluctantly say that the 
derision of the Court of Appeal in 
In n M was derided per incuriam. 
U was perhaps not necessary to 
suffer that embarrassment 
because in the present case there 
was evidence of the law which 
would be applied in the Emirates. 

The court's powers in the Emir¬ 
ates were limited and there was no 
indication that welfare was the 
test. 

If the mother returned to the 
Emirates with the child, there was 
no power in the court there to 
permit her to return to England 
with the child if the rather objected 
to that move, whatever die best 
interests of the child dictated. 

The medical evidence showed 
that the risks to the mothers 
health, and consequently the 
child's care, by being kicked into a 
life in the Emirates against her will 
took the case out of the ordinary. 

Furthermore, the lack of judicial 
remedy to alleviate that har dship 
made the case very different from 
those where the court knew that 
the foreign court would be guided 
by the best interests of the child. 

Consequently, his Lordship was 
persuaded that the ordinary need 
for die court of habitual residence 
to deride the child's future was not 
of sufficient benefit to outweigh the 
other risks inherent in return. 

The Master of the R olls a nd 
Lord Justice Mummery agreed. 

Solicitors: Cranswick Watson. 
Leeds; Purser White Mackechnie- 
Jarvis, Cambridge. 


Limited waiver of privilege 


Recovering input tax for subsidiary services 


Commissioners of Customs 
and Exrise v Svenska Inter¬ 
national pic 

Before Lord Justice Butler-Sloss. 
Lord Justice Auld and Lend Justice 
Aldous 

[Judgment June 5| 

Regulation 34 of the Value Added 
Tax (General) Regulations (SI 1985 
No 886), allowing for recovery of 
input tax where a party used or 
appropriated for use a supply in an 
activity other than the making of 
taxable supplies, had to be read in 
the light of the whole scheme for 
the payment of VaT. from regula¬ 
tion 23 dealing with when continu¬ 
ous supplies were to be treated as 
made, to section 29 of die Value 
Added Taxes Act 1983. which 
treated what had been separate 
entities as one taxable group and. 
therefore, a change in use could be 
caused by the change or account¬ 
ing provisions brought in by a 
change to VAT group status. 

The Court of Appeal so held in 
allowing an appeal by the 
Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise against a derision of Mr 
Justice Camwaih setting aside an 
order of the London Value Added 
Tax Tribunal that Ihe commis¬ 
sioners could recover by assess¬ 
ment input tax allowed to Svenska 
International pic. 

Mr Nigel Pleming, QC for the 
commissioners: Mr David Milne. 
QC and Mr Rupert Baldry for 


Svenska. 

LORD JUSTICE ALDOUS said 
that Svenska was a United King¬ 
dom subsidiary of a Swedish bank 
which had set up a London branch 
in December 1989. When the 
London branch was formed it had 
no premises or staff and it was 
agreed that Svenska would pro¬ 
vide all management services for 
which the’London branch would 
pay. 

The London branch was not 
resident in the UK and was not 
registered for VAT purposes. From 
August 1,1991 the London branch 
was included in a VAT group with 
Svenska and Svenska was the 
representative member of the 
group for VaT purposes. 

Up until July 31. 1991 Svenska 
had incurred input tax on expen¬ 
diture in respect of services which 
were ultimately supplied to the 
London branch. The input tax was 
recovered as a credit in a manner 
agreed with the commissioners. 
The London branch was not 
invoiced for those services at the 
time they were supplied but in 
June 1992 after the London branch 
had become part of the VAT group. 

The commissioners issued no¬ 
tices of assessment in respect of the 
input tax recovered by Svenska for 
services supplied to the London 
branch up to and including July 31. 
1991. Those were the assessments 
disputed by Svenska. 

The issue for derision was 


whether the commissioners could, 
by assessment, recover input tax 
credited to Svenska. correctly at 
the time, as tax incurred on goods 
and services which were to be used 
in providing management services 
to the London branch. 

Regulation 34 had to be read as 
part of the scheme for the payment 
of VAT which provided the way 
that the tax had to be charged and 
paid. By necessity that did. in 
certain circumstances, require that 
things were to be treated as having 
occurred at times which did not 
coincide with what actually hap¬ 
pened and that supplies should be 
disregarded or treated as made by 
persons who did not make them. 

That interpretation meant that it 
had to be borne in mind that an 
event forVAT purposes was said to 
occur on a particular date but also 
that that date was one which was a 
deemed date for a particular 
purpose. 

In the instant case it was 
accepted that credit was properly 
claimed because Svenska intended 
id make taxable supplies. It was 
also accepted that those taxable 
supplies were treated for VAT 
accounting purposes as not being 
supplied at the actual time of 
supply and that the actual date of 
supply for accounting purposes 
would be the date of invoice or 
payment. 

That was the actual intention 
and therefore the time for payment 


had not arrived as of August I, 
1991. On August I. 1991 Svenska 
and ihe London branch became a 
group with the result that a new 
accounting procedure became nec¬ 
essary. Section 29 provided that a 
supply by Svenska to the London 
branch had to be disregarded and 
any supply by the London branch 
was treated for VAT purposes as a 
supply by Svenska. 

Svenska had claimed credit for 
an intended supply to the London 
branch which could never take 
place as such supplies had to be 
disregarded. The London branch 
had used (he relevant costs make 
supplies to third parties and those 
supplies were for accounting pur¬ 
poses to be treated as made by 
Svenska. 

It followed that forVAT account¬ 
ing purposes the credit had been 
claimed in respect of an input 
attributed to an intended supply to 
the London branch which had 
never taken place. However. 
Svenska had used or at least 
appropriated for use the intended 
supplies to make exempt supplies 
to third parties. 

In essence the change to group 
status altered the way that VAT 
had to be accounted for with the 
result that the supplies were 
considered as used or appro¬ 
priated [or use in making supplies 
that were in part exempt. 

Solicitors: Solicitor, Customs 
and Excise; Beachcroft Stanley. 


Gotha City v Sotheby's and 
Another 

Before Lord Justice StaLighten, 
Lord Justice Aldous and Lord 
Justice Hutchison 
pudgment June 19| 

The waiver of privilege in respect 
or one party did not automatically 
mean the waiver of privilege in 
respect of the whole world. 

The Court of Appeal so held in 
allowing an appeal brought by the 
second defendants. Cobert Finance 
SA. from the decisitt) of Mr Nigd 
Baker. QG sitting as a deputy 
judge of the Queen* Bench Di¬ 
vision, on December 3. 19% 
dismissing Cobert's appeal from 
Master Trench ordering them to 
disclose various documents to the 
plaintiff, the City of Gotha, on the 
ground that there had been a 
waiver of privilege since the docu¬ 
ments in question had already 
been disclosed to the first defen¬ 
dant. Sotheby's. 

Mr Bankim Thanki for Gobert; 
Mr Alexander Layton. QC and 
Miss Monica Carss-Frisk for the 
plaintiff; Sotheby's did not appear 
and was not represented. 

LORD JUSTICE 

STAUGHTON said that there was 
a consolidated action pending in 
(he Queen* Bench Division 
concerning the ownership of a 
painting "The Holy Family with 
Saints John and Elizabeth and 
Angels" by a minor Dutch Master, 
Joachim WtewaeL 

It was currently in the custody of 
Sotheby* who held it on the 
instruction of Cobert. a Pana¬ 
manian company who claimed to 
be the owner of the painting since 
March 1989 when they had bought 
it from a Mrs Mena Breslav. The 
rival claimants were the Federal 
Republic of Germany and the City 
of Gotha. 

In the present case the order for 
discovery was very wide indeed 


National Trust is empowered to fence its land 


National Trust for Places of 
Historic Interest or Natural 
Beauty v Ashbrook and 
Others 

Before Mr Justice Lindsay 
[Judgment June 20] 

Notwithstanding the broad duty 
under section 29(A) of the National 
Trust Act 1907 to keep National 
Trust common land as open space, 
the language of section 23 of the 
National Trust Act 1971 was dear 
and unambiguous and was wide 
( A enough, in an appropriate case, to 
1 ~ empower the National Trust to 
erect fences. 

Mr Justice Lindsay so held in a 
reserved judgment in the Chan¬ 
cery Division when granting 
declaratory relief in respect of an 
originating summons brought by 
the plaintiff, the National Trust for 
Places of Historic Interest or 
Natural Beauty, against (he first, 
second, third and fourth defen¬ 
dants: Kate Ashbrook, Rodney 
Legg. David Beskine and Philip 
Aldis. members of both the Nat¬ 
ional Trust and the Commons, 
Open Spaces and Footpaths Soci¬ 
ety each of which was a charity. 
His Lordship by way of a 
rep r esentation order bound others 
titan the parties in the instant caseL 

Section 29 of the 1907 Ad 
provides: there shall be im¬ 

posed upon the National Trust 
.. with respect to any of the trust 
O property which consists of com¬ 
mon or commonable land the 
following duties and the National 
Trusr shall (subject to the pro¬ 
visions of this Act) have with 
respect to the same property the 
following powers (namely}:— (A) 
Except as this Act otherwise pro¬ 
vided they shall at all times keep 

such property unenclosed and 
unbuilt on as open spaces for the 
recreation and enjoyment of the 
public'' 

Section 23 of the 1971 Act 
provides: "(I) Subject to the pro¬ 
visions of this section, in addition 
to the powers conferred on the 
National Trust by section 29 
(powers exercisable over certain 
mist property) of the Act of 1907. 
the National Trust shall have 
power with respect to any trust 
property to which that section 
applies to do anything appearing 
( ito the National Trust to be de¬ 
sirable for the purpose of proyid- 
ing, or improving, opportunities 
for the enjoyment of the property 
by the public; and in the interests 
of persons resorting thereto, and in 
particular- (a) to provide or 


arrange for the provision of facil¬ 
ities and services for the enjoyment 
or convenience of the public 
including meals and refreshments, 
parking places (hr v-ehiclcs. shel¬ 
ters and lavatory accommodation: 
(b) to erect buildings and carry out 
works." 

Miss Sheila Cameron. QC and 
Mr Frank Hinks for the plaintiff; 
Mr David Ainger for the 
defendants. 

MR JUSTICE LINDSAY said 
that the originating summons 
raised a question as to the extent or 
a power conferred by statute upon 
the National Trust as to whether, 
in certain circumstances, it was 
perminud to fence common land 
which it held. 

Some member; of the National 
Trust who were also members of 
the Open Spaces Society were 
disposed to oppose any fencing of 
the trust* common land even 
when other trust officers or mem¬ 
bers held it to be necessary. 

In 1995 the Attorney-General 
suggested that the differences as to 
the true construction of the rele¬ 
vant statutes should be resolved by 
the issue of proceedings for 
declaratory relief. The issues 
raised were far from academic 
since as regards one common or 
group of commons where as far as 
the trusr was concerned it was only 
the resolution of those issues which 
was delaying the erection of fences. 

His Lordship emphasised as to 
the identity of the persons bound 
by his judgment and the order 
made [herein, that no one was 
bound other than present and 
future members of the National 
Trust as such and that his judg¬ 
ment was concerned only with the 
relevant statutory powers to be 
described fa ter in [he judgment. 

A person who. for example, was 
entitled to rights of common over 
the trust* common land or who 
asserted some other rcfevant right 
other than deriving from the 
provisions to be construed or 
otherwise than merely by way of 
his nr her membership of the inisi 
was not intended to he bound in 
any such other respect or a parity, 
whether or nui he or she was also a 
present or foture member of the 
trust. 

The report Royal Commission 
on Commun Land 1955-1958 
(Cmnd 462,1958) noted that the Iasi 
50 years had seen a sharp decline 
in the use of commons for grazing 
due to a large extent in the advent 
or the car. Without systematic 
grazing vegetal ion changed where¬ 


by turf gave way to scrub, thicket 
and forest. 

The concern in that report was 
still present and if anything exacer¬ 
bated. Common land owned by the 
trust on the Quantock Hills where 
fencing had been proposed by the 
trust was resisted, inter alia, by the 
four defendants in their capacities 
as members of the trust and was 
resisted also by the Open Spaces 
Society. 

A report by an inspector follow¬ 
ing a public local inquiry in 1994as 
to the proposed erection of the 
fence proposed concluded, inter 
alia, that the open heath land was 
being lost to scrub due to under¬ 
stating. The proposal considered 
by the inspector included the 
provision of 15 gates amd stiles. 

He held that the proposals 
represented no practical impedi¬ 
ment to entry by the public. It 
could be argued that so far from 
harming them fences cwikS in 
some circumstances p re serve the 
natural aspects of the land fenced. 

As for the Jaw relating to fencing 
on or about commons before 
statutes intervened, the position 
was far from dear. Mr Ainger 
relied on there bring what he 
called the rule in Arictt v Ellis 
((1827) B & C 34o) namely, that a 
commoner had a right to throw 
down any fence he found on 
common land. 

His Lordship after reviewing 
that argument held that no un¬ 
qualified rule emerged from that 
case such that any commoner 
might uproot that fence by way of 
abatement 

His Lordship said he was chiefly 
concerned with section 23 of the 
1971 Act and section 29 of the 1907 
Act both of which wire private 
Acts. Miss Cameron argued that 
the duty in section 29(A) of the 1907 
Act was one whidi was “Except as 
(his Act provided". Also other 
paragraphs of section 29 qualified 
or encroached upon the paragraph 
(A) duty. 

Miss Cameron also drew atten¬ 
tion to the great width of power in 
section 23 of the 1971 Ad “to do 
anything appearing to the trust to 
be desirable" for the purposes 
there specified. 

The word “works" in section 
23{lj(b| had a wide meaning and 
extended beyond the erection of a 
building or a shed. Section 23 
inescapably encroached further 
upon the broad duty under section 
29(A) to keep uusf common land as 
opto space than had section 29(B) 
and (Dj of the 1907 An. 


The trust* case was thus a 
simple and attractive one the 
erection of a fenoe on a common 
would be works carried oul If that 
was bona fide seen to be to be 
desirable by the trust to provide or 
improve opportunities for the 
enjoyment of the common by the 
public then the trust was em¬ 
powered to erect that fence by 
section 23(11] which empowered it 
“to do anything" as there 
described. Not every fence would 
impede or prevent access by the 
public to trust property: consider 
Hambledon RDC v Hinds (fl9bS) 
19 P & CR 212.218). 

Miss Cameron emphasised (hat 
the instant proceedings repre¬ 
sented no attempt to avoid the 
consent of the secretary of state or 
the use of public inquiries where 
such was required but rather to 
determine upon the construction of 
the relevant statutes. At first blush 
the trust* case was difficult to 
resist 

Mr Ainger drew his Lordship* 
attention to rases showing that in 
cases of ambiguity, private Acts 
such as those of 1907 and 1971 
should be construed against the 
promoter, here the National Trust; 
set Altrincham Union Assessment 
Committee v Cheshire Lines ((1885) 
15 QBD 597,603). 

However. Lord Esher was there 
referring to a case where the 
private Aa was "obtained by 
persons for their own benefit". By 
contrast section 23 was promoted 
by a body whose purposes looked 
to the public good rather than its 
own profit. 

Second, the citation went on to 
make the point that where ihe 
construction was perfectly dear 
there was nn difference between 
tin.* modes of construction. In the 
instant case no relevant ambiguity 
was lo be found. 

Although Mr Ainger submitted 
that the legislative purpose of the 
1907 and 1971 Acts should be kept 
in mind, his Lordship did not 
understand there to be any such 
relevant purpose behind section 
23. a provision plainly directed 
towards the improvement of 
opportunities for the enjoyment of 
Trust common land by the public 
which obliged or encouraged him 
to depart from the ordinary mean¬ 
ing of the words used in the 
section. 

Mr Ainger argued that in section 
194 of the Law of Property Act 19Z 
Parliament showed that when it 
meant to refer to fences it did so 
expressly, tint the provisions of of 


section 194(1) were so akin to those 
of section 23(2) of the 1971 Act that it 
must be taken that the 1925 Act was 
being used as a model for the 1971 
provision and that it was thus 
significant that the word “fence" in 
the 1925 mode] was dropped from 
the 1971 formulation. 

His Lordship did not find that 
approach helpful; the 1971 pro¬ 
vision had to be construed by 
reference to the language used not 
the language not used. Neither did 
Mr Ainger* reference to section 
9(3) of the Countryside Act 1968 
assist on the true construction of 
section 23, 

There was no reason not to 
accept the trust* submission. He 
was not concerned with the facts 
relating to any particular fence or 
wall on, the trust* common land 
nor would his derision deprive any 
commoner of any right to object to 
any particular construction. 

Nor would his order deprive any 
member of the public of his or her 
right to object to any particular 
work save in the rase where the 
objection was wily to the technical 
vires of the trust and where he or 
she was a member of the trust and 
objected as such. 

Although the court should ap¬ 
proach declaratory relief of a 
general nature with some caution 
it was right, in his Lordship* 
discretion, both to grant relief of 
such a nature and. try way of a 
representation order, to bind oth¬ 
ers than those before him. 

Accordingly, he declared that 
upon (he true construction of 
section 29 of the 1907 Act and 
section 23 of the 1971 Act and 
subject first to- its bona fide 
appearing to the trust to be 
desirable for the purpose of provid¬ 
ing or improving opportunities for 
the enjoyment of the property by 
the public and in the interests of 
persons resorting thereto within 
the meaning of section 23(1) and. 
second, to the consent of die 
Secretary of State for the Environ¬ 
ment being duty obtained under 
section 23(2) where access by the 
public to any such property would 
thereby be prevented or impeded, 
the trust had power to carry out 
fenring, walling or similar works 
intended to stand for a long term 
on the whole or any part of any 
trust property to which section 29 
of the 1907 Act applied whether or 
not the same enclosed such prop¬ 
erty. 

Solicitors: Winfcworih & 
Pemberton; Brooke North & Good¬ 
win. Leeds. 


and was unfortunately typical of 
the son of orders sought under 
Order 24, rule 7 of the Rules of die 
Supreme Court. 

The parts in dispute were as - 
follows: 

Paragraph 7 — Copies of letters, 
opinions or other documents what¬ 
soever provided to Cobert by its 
legal advisers in which legal 
professional privilege had been 
lost by virtue of them baring been 
copied to third parties, including 
the first defendant. 

Paragraph 8 — Minutes or 
attendance notes of any meetings 
or telephone conversations be¬ 
tween November 29. 1988 and 
March 30, 1992 between the 
Cobert. their legal advisers and 
third parties. 

The ground of the judge* de¬ 
cision was that there had been a 
waiver of privilege since the docu¬ 
ments or the information in them 
had been disclosed to Sotheby's by 


Cbbert, and that that amounted to 
a waiver of privilege th relation to 
die whole world. 

At the time of the hearing before 
the deputy judge, there were 
thought to be only two documents. 
The first was a letter dated 
November 5,1990 containing legal 
advice and was certainly privi¬ 
leged when senr by die solicitors to 
Cobert. 

However, it was argued that 
there had been a waiver of privi¬ 
lege when the letter was sent to 
Sotheby*. That raised a question 
under paragraph 7 of the judge* 
order. 

The second document was min¬ 
utes of a meeting which took place 
between Cobert,. their solicitors 
and Sotheby* on November .14. 
1990. The meeting was far the 
purpose of giving legal advice and 
it was agreed that it would have 
been privileged if only Cobert and 
the solicitors had been present but 


there was said to be a waiver of 
privilege since Sotheby* were 
present. That raised a question 
under paragraph 8 of the order. 

. The issue really amounted to 
whether the documents and 
information were disclosed to 
Sotheby* in confidence. While the 
disclosure of the documents and 
the meeting were not expressly 
agreed to be confidential, it ap¬ 
peared to his Lordship to be a plain 
inference that those commun¬ 
ications were intended to be 
confidential- 

in his lordship* judgment, the 
right solution was to set aside the 
whole of paragraphs 7 and 8 of the 
order of the master and upheld by 
the judge. 

Lord Justice Aldous delivered a 
concurring judgment and Lord 
Justice Hutchison agreed. 

Solicitors: Herbert Smith: Frere 
' Cholmetey BischofL 


Jailing bankrupt justified 


Regina v Mungroo 

Before Lord Justice McGowan. Mr 
Justice Ognail and Mr Justice 
Sediey 

pudgment May 22| ' 

A bankrupt defendant, against 
whom a judgment debt had been 
entered, who concealed assets and 
used them to pay personal ddss. 
could expect to receive a custodial 
sentence, even if of previous exem¬ 
plary character. 

The Court of Appeal, Criminal 
Division, so held in dismissing an 
appeal by Ivan Kimble Mungroo 
against a sentence of two months 
imprisonment imposed on May 2, 
1997 at Portsmouth Crown Court 
fay Mr Recorder Martineau on his 
plea or guilty to fraudulent dis¬ 
posal of property contrary to 
section 357(3) of the Insolvency Act 
1986. 

Mr Peter R. Collins, assigned by 
the Registrar of Criminal Appeals. 


for the appellant. 

MR JUSTICE OGN ALL. giving 
the judgment of the court, said that 
in 1992 while the appellant was 
serving as a soldier in Germany he 
took out a loan to buy a car but did 
not keep up the repayments. 

On August 1.1994judgment was 
entered against him in the sum or 
£18337.53; on December 18. 1994. 
die loan company made a statu¬ 
tory demand for repayment and on 
February 22. 1995 a bankruptcy 
order was made: 

As it turned out; in October 1994 
the appellant, haring had a long 
and excellent army career, left the 
service and received a gratuity of 
£31.000 in addition to his pension. 

Neither the judge nor the judg¬ 
ment creditor was informed that 
he had received that gratuity 
which he used to pay off gambling 
debts and debts to members of his 
family and for an extension to die 


family home. The. recorder, in 
passing sentence, observed as fol¬ 
lows: 

"Those who stand to gain from 
the release of bankruptcy but 
conceal their assets, try to haw 
their cake and eat iu attack tile 
whole basis on which the bank¬ 
ruptcy legislation is founded." 

Their Lordships entirely agreed 
with and endorsed those 
observations. 

Mr Collins invited the court to 
say that that offence did not cross 
the custody threshold but their 
Lordships wished it to be dearly 
understood that it certainly did 
and at the end of the day. 
notwithstanding all the mitigating 
features, of which proper and 
sufficient cognisance had been 
taken by [he court in passing 
sentence; this offence demanded a 
custodial sentence. 

The appeal was dismissed. 



Departs 23rd September 1997, from only £1298 


T imes readers are offered this superb 
eight-day package to the 1997 Ryder 


1 eight-day package to the 1997 Ryder 
Cup m Valderrama, Spain. You will fly to 
Lisbon, where you will board the m.v. 
Funchal and cruise to Algeciras, which is 
20 minutes south of the golf course. Each 
person will receive a five day official pass 

YOUR PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return scheduled flights from 
London to Lisbon. 

• Seven nights accommodation on 
board the m.v. FunchaL 

• Five-day officialpass which gains 
admission to ail Ryder Cup 
matches andpractice days. 

• AH meats on board ship. 

• AU leisure facilities and 
entertainment on board ship. 

• Coach transfers throughout each 
day to and from Valderrama. 

• Services of Festive Cruises staff. 

• AO port taxes andairport taxes. 


to all the Ryder Cup match and practice 
days. The ship will be your base throughout 
this eight-day holiday, with all meals and 
entertainment included. 

An early booking discount of £100 
per person is available for bookings 
made before Jody 31st. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS SEND THIS COUPON TO! 
The Times Ryder Cup 1997, 

Festive Hofidays Lintited, Pate Court, 
North Race, Cheltenham, Gtos GL50 4DY 
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GOLF: DEFENDING IRISH OPEN CHAMPION KEEPS EYES ON THE PRIZE 

Montgomerie gets the buzz 


BARRYQ REENWOOO 





From John Hopkins, golf correspondent, in Dublin 


THE professional golf season 
in Europe has reached irs 
midway point somewhat be¬ 
draggled and with shoes 
squelching after the wettest 
June since the days of hickory 
shafts, yet there "has been no 
dampening of spirits raised by 
the prospect of watching many 
uf tiie world's best golfers 
compete in tournaments in 
Ireland and Scotland over the 
next three weeks. There is a 
buzz in British sport and 
notwithstanding the fact that 
the golf action this week 
centres on the Murphy's Irish 
Open. 20 miles south of Dublin, 
this buzz is evident in golf. too. 

This is what politicians call 
fhe"feel-guod” factor. It is due, 
in part, to Colin Montgom¬ 
erie's performance in the US 
Open last month, in part to the 
reflected glory from the 
success of tennis players at 
Wimbledon and the British 
Isles rugby team in South 
Africa and also to the mouth¬ 
watering prospect of the Ryder 
Cup, which is now less than 
three months away. 

“It's great the success that 
British sportsmen are having 
at the moment." Monrgomerie 
said. “The British Lions were 
fantastic. What they have 


achieved away from home has 
been fantastic." 

Montgomerie watches sport 
on television not only because 
he enjoys it but because he 
likes to see how other leading 
competitors conduct them¬ 
selves. “It is good for me." 
Montgomerie, who is a tennis 
enthusiast and shares the 
some management company 
as Tim Henman, said. "You 
can leam from watching oth¬ 
ers and I can apply it to my 
own game." 

Montgomerie is the defend¬ 
ing champion here at Druid's 
Glen and he gives the course 
high marks for its condition 
and the degree of difficulty it 
offers. “This is Ireland's big¬ 
gest international sporting 
event and it is taking place 
among a good field on a 
quality golf course. That is 
good to see — and 1 am in a 
good frame of mind." 

This is an important three 
weeks for Montgomerie. Next 
week comes a tournament at 
Loch Lomond that has attract¬ 
ed a stellar field to a magnifi¬ 
cent golf course north of 
Glasgow and the week after is 
the Open Championship at 
Royal Troon, the course that 
Montgomerie knows best in 


STAMPINGS 


Psi Player (counfryj 

1 C Monrgomate I Scot) 

2 I Woosnam (Wateal _ 

3 DOafteiNtrej. 

4 B Langer (Gen . • • 

5 L Westwood (Eng) 

6 P-»J Johansson (Swai 
J M A Maitfri (Spl 

8 T Bpm iDcn]. 

9 C Ftocca (U) . .. 

10 P Browtunst iEngi 

11 J M Gtalbal (Spf.. 

12 s Torrance iScot) .. 

13 I Oarrtdo rSp) . 

14 P Mitchell (Eng) . 

15 M Janes (Engl 

16 H McF&iane (Sc®) . 

17 0 Gltord (Eng) 

18 P Harmgton (Irel. 

19 Juana*Velde(Fr). 

20 R Chapman [Eng) 


Points 

688.04192 

45B.3ffi.82 

410.33884 

364.027.96 

321.732 72 
316X56 30 
317.054 as 
296,914 85 
291.983 47 
230.844 68 
223.47042 
314.707 57 
21290122 
198*18 07 
185.375 86 
1B4596.29 
181.120 95 
178.971 63 
17H.86622 
176,067 00 


the world. His father, James, 
will retire as secretary there 
after the Open. 

Montgomerie and the Irish 
Open are a nature! partner¬ 
ship, but there is no such 
harmony between Montgom¬ 
erie, who has missed the cut at 
four of the last five Opens, and 
the game's oldest champion¬ 
ship. As Troon approaches 
and the pressure on him 
increases, he is visibly erecting 
his defences. "No Troon ques¬ 
tions, please," he said. "1 don’t 
want to be thinking abour 
Troon until 1 get there." 

It is rare, these days, for 


Nick Faldo to be present at 
three successive events in 
Europe. His sights are set on 
the Open and he has begun 
his preparations with thor¬ 
oughness. Since returning to 
these shores after the US 
Open, he has played at Royal 
County Down, in Northern 
Ireland, and Royal St 

George's. Sandwich, to reac- 
qua'int himself with links golf. 

"Hitting a ball in the wind 
woke me up." Faldo said. "In 
the US. you cut your shots into 
the wind. Here, you have to 
aim ten yards to the right of 
the rarget and cut the ball." 

Faldo also hopes that, by 
playing well these next three 
weeks, he will boost his pos¬ 
ition in the Ryder Cup points 
table. At present, he lies 26th 
and after the Open he will 
compete in only one more 
counting event, the US PGA. 
There is no likelihood of Faldo 
being left out of the team, but 
Severiano Ballesteros, the 
Europe captain, would prefer 
he won his place on merit 
rather than relying on one of 
the captain's two selections. 
A win in the Irish Open, 
which would be Faldo'S 
fourth, would be a big step in 
the right direction. 









Hodgson acclimatises at Ewood Paris yesterday 
before taking up his managerial responsibilities 
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football 


quickly with bid 

to enlist Dahlin 


By Peter Ball and Russeix Kempson 


THREE months after accept¬ 
ing the job. Roy Hodgson 
finally took over as manager 
of Blackburn Rovers yester¬ 
day. He wasted little time in . 
making his presence felt, fore^ 
casting the early arrival _ ax 
Martin Dahlin. the Sweden 
striker, and registering an 
interest in Paul luce. - 

Dahlin is expected to join 
Blackburn within the next few. 
days for a fee of about £2 
millio n. Dahlin, who has 
scored 27 goals in 51 appear¬ 
ances for Sweden, is regis¬ 
tered with AS Roma, bul 
spoil most of last season on 
loan in Germany with his 
former dub, Bofussia Mon- 
chen glad bach, who also want 
to sign him. 

Hodgson, however, is conn- 
dent of getting his man, 
having had a strong influence 
on Dahlin’s early career at 
Malmo. “We’re very dose to 
an agreement, we’ve already 
had permission to talk to 
Martin and 1 think hell be a 
very interesting signing," 
Hodgson said. "He’s 29 and at 
the height of his powers. He 
has many good years left and 
has accumulated some excel¬ 
lent experience in the five 
years since he left Sweden.” 

Of Blackburn's ambitions. 
Hodgson said: "Oar target is 
to get into the Uefa Cup this 
season. 1 wouldn't have come 
if Jack Walker [the dob’s 
owner] and Robert Coar [the 
chairman] had not convinced 
me that they still have the 
ambition ’ and the commit 
raent tor regain Blackburn'S 
place as a leading Premier¬ 
ship dub.” 

The signing of Ince, who 
played for Hodgson at 
Internationale last season, 
would help, but although 
Hodgson has told Massimo 
MorattL the Inter president 
that he would like Ince if the 
player decided to leave Italy, 
he seems likely to be too late. 


ATHLETICS ‘ ' 

CHERBOURG. Franco: Joan Humbert 
Cup schools International: Boys: 1. South 
Africa SOOpts; 2. France 757: 3; England. 
7i5f«, China 097: s.v/Vaefta 094:6. Spain 
678 Girts: 1. South Africa 752.2 Franca 
740. 3, SpaiD 755.4. China 6BB; 5. Stawtua 
68 «. 6, England 062. 

BASEBALL 


Ince was having talks with 
Liverpool yesterday and is 

still expected to join the Mer¬ 
seyside dub. • 

Dean Sturridge. whose 14 
goals last season helped Der¬ 
by County to retain their FA 
Parting Premiership status, 
has.- asked for . a transfer. 
Derby have agreed to his 
request,: but will be looking 
for a fee of about £7 million 
before he is.aBowed to leave. 
Sturridge, 23. feds that he 
needs a bigger stage, even 
though Derby will play in a 
new 30000 all-seat- stadium 
from next mqnth- 

Middlesbrough reiterated 
yesterday that they had yet to 
receive a written. bid from 
Attetteo Madrid for Juninho. 
their Brazil midfield player. 
Despite Haims from Atietico 
that they had made an im¬ 
proved offer of EI2J> million 
and that the player had 
agreed to .sign for them. 
Middlesbrough maintained 
that they had accepted only 
Tottenham Hotspur’s valua¬ 
tion of £tl million. 

“At the moment, it’s imma¬ 
terial whether any other bids 
have come in from anywhere 
. else," Keith Lamb, the Mid¬ 
dlesbrough chief executive, 
said “If Spurs can teach 
agreement with Juninho. he 
wiD be their player." 

Andy Johnson, the Nor¬ 
wich City midfield player, 
completed a £22 ■ million 
move to Nottingham Forest 
yesterday, while Geri Hughes, 
the Luton Town midfield 
player, is expected to join 
Wimbledon today for 
£750,000 if be passes a medi¬ 
cal exiunination. 

Ireland bowed out. of the 
world youth.championship in 
Malaysia, yesterday when 
they were beaten H) by Argen¬ 
tina, the champions, in the 
semi-finals. Uruguay will be 
Argentina's opponents in the 
finaL . . 







mi. m 
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BASKETBALL 

EUROPEAN CHAMPDONSHP: Group E 
fln Graonal: Graeco 85 Israel 82; Tiahey 82 
France 71. Russia 93 Lithuania 64- Group F 
(h Badbkmaj: Poland 86 Gemvany 76: ■ 
Yugodara 79 Spate 70; Italy 74 Croatfa' 68 . 

BOWLS 

WORTHNG: British champto reh lpe: 
Team: Wataa b* Scotland 137-104 (Wales 
slaps Brel DVWBdneMG Robertson 2 B«.-W. 
Thomas bt J Aahen 22-lft J Plica bl W W 
Wood 27-18, R Whale bl R Corse 29-15: S . 
WifaMre lo&l to G Affran 1452. M Anstey 
lest In A Marshal 17-23]: betendU England 
117-04 (boland sHps Btst. 9 Aten bl LMier 
59-11; P Smyth M D Ward 221ft. OScoB W 
A ASoock 19-13: N Graham lost to A 
Thomson 14-23. G McCtoy bl D Denison 
20-15: E Partonran tost to D Cutler 13-22). 
Singles finet J Henry (be. Portrush) bl D 
WHore (Wales. Portrtiydvteni 21 - 6 . Junior, 
singles Hnat N Coflen Wtetaa. Penyian) bi 1 
M &Krileid (Ireland, Ouibattnn) 21-15. 
Pafax Rnat ScoBand (A Gtmu and G 
Madoe . Kacaldy Wfiel fend) bl Engfand (t 
Maddooc and R Strtey. Bankhouw Hold. 
-WorceslerliSMl.'MpMa: Float Ireland (P 
Oaly, B Daly and O HamBWn. Belniort) U 
Wafcs (Jonathon Sntton. John Batton and B 
Pawed. PcntrtiydyfsEil 17-18 Fours Final: 
Wales (BSD ana R Weafe Pied^ne) bt 
baland (M Sfenarc H and M McHugh and w 
Keys, wrutehead) 20-13 

CRICKET ~~~ 

MINOR COUNTIES CHAMPIONSHIP. 
Ffrsl day of two: Toft: Chastteev Devon No 
play, ran. Second day of two: Jeamond: 
Nortramtaertand v Sum*. No play, rain — 
match abandoned 

AON RISK TROPHY: Bradford: YoAatfre 
182-4 1C A Chapman 88 not out): Durham 
175-5 (S Hutlon 67). Yorkshire wci by eoven 
rune. Bristol: Somerset 159-6 (M E 
TreaaitHck 58). Gtouwstorettro 16M (N J 
Trtfnor 77 not oufl Gtoucestershae w by 
seven ahdteis. Cheam: Kant 1696 v 
Sunoy . Match abandoned as a draw 

FOOTBALL 

MALAYSIA: World youth eftampkmahip: 
SernFfinate Uiuguay 3 Ghana 2 (at Shah 
Alamli Argentina 1 baland 0 (A* Kuching). 

GLIDING ; ~~~ ' 

ST AUBAN,' France: World champtan- 
stilps: Lmdhg positions: standard dess: . 
Second day (573km, Rve.fcns, 39 oompte- 
bons or 49) Equal T. B Sdeh (Hid) 
11l.B5kph and D Jaoobs (USA) 111.84, 
77Bpta-. 3. H Wtess (G«) 1096. 748; 4. J 
Waaiar fUSV 1093. 745; &. J.Kssar 
(Stovakffl). 10S9. 733; 6, A Dtefe (GB) 
106 8. 738:9. B SprecWey (GB) 1078.725 
Ovorat 1. Jacobs 1,41Gbts., 2, Solan 1,396; 
3, P Hanmaim (Auana) 1J71. 15m: Rnt 
day (312km. Dvo tegs, 32 earapieUons tit 
33) 1. L Gaudrtaan (SA| 1131, 905:2. G 
Gatetto 011-113. 302. 3. E Napoteon CFr) 

11l 6'a81.4.Gteras(ft)lliiaBft'5.S' 
FMmcnd (HoB) 1106. 867; 6. ft Ittrw (US) 
nos. asl equal 17: J was (GS. S'Jonas 
(OK.AKay (GB 1 S 8 . 1 .67B.CteetE Flratday 


■ • - - HOCKEY 

S60UtrfateCdm-Cup: HoSand 3 A 
naCL Sbuffi Korea 3 Canada a Great 
1 Australia 1. - - - • 


RUGBY UNION 

Tour matches 

USSbuttiXV 3-Wales XV 94 
United States South RapraaantelNe XV: 
Dropped goat De Kodt Watoa XV: Tries:. 
G ^>aa 14). Jemea (3 1. Mcagan (2). Jams 
(2). S Moore. C Wyatr. G Thomas 
- Comraraionsc Jams (IQ. 

NBJSPRUtr. South Africa: : lAaumalanga 
24-Scotland XV 21 

- SAILING ~ 

BT GLOBAL CHALLENGE: Sixth leg: 
Boston to Southampton (posKiona aJ 
14A0GMT yesterday, with rrtlea to 
Southampton) 1,3Com 2550: 2. Toshiba 
WM Warrior 2557; 3,'Cdnoot 2557; 4. 
Group 4 2,558: 5. Motorola 2.SB; 6. Save 
The. CMtfren 2.569. 7. Nuclear Bectric 
2.560: 8. Oommactal Unton 2.561; ft 
Ocean Rover 2.582; TO. Coviaulds W 
21504: 11. Global Teamwort: 2564; 12 
HeaQt Insured U 2506: 13, Pause To 
RemamOar 2570; 14. Time & Tata 2,581. 

SHOOTING 

BtSLEY: Services champtonsinps: Roy»J 
Air Force: Ledger . Cup pWof ohamp- 
nrehip]. 1. Sgt JPnctor (ConecO (Broggenl 
35ft Z. "FySgt C Webb' (North l uttonhaml 
357 ; 3. CpI .S EfH3 (Brizo Norton) 345 


(Aldararavel 288; 3, Sgt P Lovett (SI Alton] 
282 Royal Nwy and Royal Marines 
Queen's medal (ptacfrigs after suge 
three)- 1. WO T Sands (Wffl S8ft 2. CUR 
Osborne (FW) 578.3, AEM TreadwsB (FW) 
570. 

KMGSBURY: Midland Coundes ''Bkmtng- 
ham BhtkHr”: Gcand annmgnbv 1, P 


40PIS; 2. M 
32244: 3. R Bs- 
ueen EKzebem U 
Coronation. PrtetK Stage one: Efe 100.1B 
Stage two: Johnson 14U21 Stage throe: 
Johnson 3ET.48. ' / 

KQUVDLA. Finland: European day pi¬ 
geon chemptonaMpe: Double tap: 1 . R 
DeUds (GB) T87tds: Z R Kaupp4a Fn) 


Sheet: T. D Harvey (GB) 145 Women: 3. S 
.ftairieyfG^. 

SPEEDWAY 

AMATEUR LEAGUE: St Airstel 44 M4 
Revrai Sprodrote (Reading and SwndcnJ 

34. . . 

TENNIS 

YOULLCUP: Ouemr-anahc MtOWd bt 9' 
Georgafo 2-0: tong Edward's, Be m inflli a re 
U Qjbton's 2-1; Reptonbi Charterhouse 2- 
0: Sevenoaks bt Haberdashars' AsMe's 2U 

VOLLEYBALL - ~ 

MOSCOW: World League: Ffritrie: Cubes 
BrezK ft. Pteeda 3 Bulgaria 2; HoSand 3 Italy 
1; Cuba 3 Bdgaria 2 Hofland 3 Rusaa 2: 
Italy 3 Brazfi 0. 

POOLS DIVIDENDS . 

JJTTLEWpgbs: Treble charice: 2 «fe 
Eft483 85. 29 £127.40.22 £920.21 £3-65, 

. Halt-nine rasdt pints., madmimti.' 
C15W2D. Four draws £7.10. 10 -homos. 
£480.Sorways£77.50. ^ . . 

VERNONS: Treble chance-- 24p&> 
E3.427.7D, 23 £60,40. 22 £9 40. ■ 
ZETTERS: Treble chance (thraa dvldencb' 
onlyl: 24pls.£552.75, 23.S9.00, 22 £a75 
Thee draws £2.00: ElgW homes.E1.40fS. 
aways E133.2D • - - ■_ 


Sehroeder (Gor) aid J Ander s en (Den) 
lisa. 918:4. R Tdwy (US11157.8M. 5/ 
H BretoatU (Don) 1152. 890: & & Moot 
(US) 114.1,872. B, R May (Gg.112.4, B44: 
10.PJot»«|G^iri.anE7 . 


Call osoo 600 500 (quoting 97231 Of send this coupon to BURA FtoeposL Kln^arnjporhThames KT2 6BR (no stanipneeded) 


/fosteqdej ^''-..'l 


Name (Miff.mr.'tes/Md 


Ddte of birth 


_ Date of KrthqFflWes* » be covered 


Are yuuin odstmg ^URA mernbefA.Yes C 


BELTON WOODS: European CftaSange 
Tora overt Teadirn two-round scores (an 
GteatBrasaii-. 138:5 Andrew69.67.13® P. 
Alabasw 73, 65: S Dodd 70. E8.13® C 
6 rare 72. 67. L Vamte 68, 71. 141: -C 
Coftper 73."6B: 'S MacFtiersah‘71,' Zft .'P. 
Lyons 71.70 142: S Armstrong 72 -70; u 
Roberts 70. 72 A TBman T4r 6ft -D 
Thomson 72. 7ft N Widietaw 7S, B7;-S 
Thoropcon 70,72; R WraflB 73,6&. - 


CRICKETLINII 
ENGLAND V 
AUSTRALIA 

mmm 

0930 161 567 

0930 161 555 
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PACING: MOOD OF RECONCILIATION LEADS ROATO ENTER DIALOGUE FOR IMPROVED FUNDING 


SPORT 49 


with courses 


THE first public sign that 
racing's diverse and often 
warring factions may be pre¬ 
pared to forget their differ- 
enoes and concentrate on the 
sport's best interests emerged 
at hie annual meeting of’the 
Racehorse Owners -Associ¬ 
ation (ROA) in London yester¬ 
day. 

Too often the ROA gather¬ 
ing is an excuse for internal 
bickering, settling old scores 
and giving vent to welt-wom 
prejudices. Only 12 months 
ago. Lord Wakeham, chair¬ 
man - of the British 
Horseracing Board (BHB),- 
and Peter Savill were involved • 
in a typically unedifying ex¬ 
change. 

However, a much-needed 
wind of change appears to be 
blowing through racing’s cor¬ 
ridors of power and yesterday 
owners concentrated on the 
sporTs long-term problems 
and objectives, while their 
leaders disclosed a thaw in 
relations with Britain’s 59 
racecourses. 

The enmity which has tend¬ 
ed to exist between the two 
groups is borne out of a belief 
by owners that racecourses 


By Richard Evans, racing correspondent 


contribute little to prize-money 
totals and profit at their ex¬ 
pense, wffli: the-help, of a 
generous levy.snbsidy. Own- 
-ers also look enviously at foe- 
way racecourses receive E12 
million a year from SIS for the 
right to beam pictures of races" 
into the nation's betting, shops. 

' The media rights for such 
pictures, it has been argued, 
should belong to owners of the 


Nap: ZAMHAREER 

(250 Catrerick) 

. Next best: Snow Kid 

(3.00 FbOtericne) " 


performing horses rather than 
the tracks and there have been 
dark mutferings of legal chal¬ 
lenges and court action. 

However, after a series-of 
informal meetings, involving 
racecourses, owners, breeders 
and trainers, a distinctively 
more co-operative mood is 
now prevalent The appear¬ 
ance of Angus Crichton- 
MUler, the'new chairman erf 


the Racecourse Association 
{RCA), as guest speaker at 
yesterday's annual meeting 
■and the reception he received, 
was testimony to the new 
relationship. 

- He quiddy won aver his 
audience by aligning himself 
with the progressives within 
raring, who believe the sport 
needs "radical solutions” and 
the injection of a further £100 
‘ million in revenue. 

■ On the thorny issue of 
media rights, he said exploita¬ 
tion was the key issue rather 
than who owned them. “Ev¬ 
eryone will have a view as to 
whether they have been ex¬ 
ploited well in the past." 

Peter SavilL the incoming 
president of the ROA recipro¬ 
cated the change in attitude by 
distancing himself from those 
who believed racecourses did 
not put sufficient cash into 
prize-money and should face a 
legal challenge over owner¬ 
ship of media rights. 

"The key alliance in racing 
is the one between the race¬ 
courses and the owners so we 
can solve all these problems 
- by sitting down and having a 
dialogue and working to¬ 


wards foe common good of 
racing." he said. 

If foe new partnership 
forged between racecourses 
and the sport's other key 
groups flourishes, the implica¬ 
tions are considerable, not 
least when the present SIS 
contract expires in 2002. 

Savill added: “We all hare a 
common goal to try to improve 
the funding of raring. We 
should not be involved in a tug 
of war. There has been too 
little dialogue between key 
organisations in the past.” 

The success of recent be¬ 
hind-the-scenes talks casts fur¬ 
ther doubt on the role of the 
SMB’s industry committee, 
chaired by Matthew McCloy. 
Several BHB members would 
like to see its wings dipped. 

Gerald ‘ Leigh, a leading 
owner-breeder, commented: 
“The four new members on 
the BHB — ftfer Savill. . 
Angus Crichton-Miller, 
Rhydian Morgan-Jones and 
Andrew Parker-Bowles — will 
make a tremendous difference 
to the way things happen. The 
industry committee should be 
just an advisory body, while 
the board gets on and leads." 



Savill believes there is a common goal to improve funding 


THUNDERER 

2.20 Shirleys Girl. 250 Zamhamer. 3.20 Walkabout. 
350 High Spirits. 4.20 Sharp ’N* Shady. 450 
Warrant's Well 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT 
DRAW: 5F-7F, LOW NUMBERS JBEST 

2.20 SAINT-CLOUD SELLING STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £2,303:(f5 runners) 


3.50 LONGCHAMP HANDICAP 

(3-Y-Q: £40Q3:7f) {13} 


t 005 ANGRY ALBERT ID (V) CSmidiB-11__ CLMher(7)U 

2 5 BOCGOUNO 24 T Bonn 8-11_:_n Unto 1 

3 0504 GENERAL JOEY 7 (B) 14 Dm 8-11_P RotertS(5) 6 . 

4 0060 HAYBURHERfiMWExttiyB-U__ Usm»U 

5 0515 WILFRED SHHMK 53 ffl) J Bary 8-11 .... PFsswy{3)12 

6 300 BEECHW00O QUEST6 (D) B MmcO 8C __ LChmocfc* 

7 00 CANDY TWIST?! Hon r&psonfWt __JBmM(5)7 - 

3 S ffiSPa BIERALD 15 5 fWtad B-fl ... J Futon IS 

9 00 EBTREASURE 7N Bum!84___ DHottadIO 

10 0533 WEL tSRL 10 M P Ewns M _UJS Esn IS • 

11 330 SEA US’72 (Bn 1/ 

13 00 SHARP PET £) (B) 

13 0 SHIRLEYS GRL 6 * Storey 8-6 

14 E65 .TALAHEAHT 8IB)CAlan8-6_JDSnWlMSV 

15 25 TURF BOOR 45(B) JJDTWU 84. _JCamjflS' 

70 BuxnHna. 4r» Oral GM. 5-1 MM Stamm. 13-2 Tub Mn. >-1- 
BmJmaxI ftgd Set tag. 14-1 e«ml Joey. 16-1 <***■ 


-Jl Egan 15 

-R Brisknd (712' 

— _BMUd3- 

. . NKamdyS... 


-I Defeat B 

.G DoOteM 7 

11 — Me Ga»soa2 

.. DHoftnlll 

a 8-9 _ J Fontne 1 

- JCSRM3 

— CLMber (7) 12 

_JFEoanS 

84(GaO LQannck9 

2_1 Laos) fi 

- PFesscy (3) 4 

— R Bnstond (7) 10 
-* Kennedy 13 

.3-1 Htf> SpMs. 70 IBeray. 5-1 Uuxm. 7-1 1 UaL 8-1 Gran Tim 12-1 
Bstet. fttKftn Aspect 14-1 others 


4.20 DEAUVILLE LIMITED STAKES 

(£2.511:70(7) 

. 1 5821 TBfflAD 3 (D.6) T Barron 4-W_ J Carrol 3 

2 - 040 0UMKR GOLF 1WE 27 (V5FDJF) Lou) Hottagdu 4-8-11 

L Omni 7 

158-11_R Lmta 5 

04441 „ 6M&U6 

_D Hotted 1 

--J Forme 2 

..._MW_HmTMhr4 

5-?Daw« Go* Tirol 3-1 Toted 7-2 Step Stay. 4-1 Steytnk. 5-1 Lend 
ltWt-20-1 Kfcasd. 25-1 P mrateoij n. 



2.50 TURMERIC HANDICAP 

(£2,940: im 71177yd) (7), .. 


4.50 AU1BNL HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0: £2,940:51212yd) (7) 


1 1212 HASTA LA MSTA10 (BgCAFAS) U WENta* 7-8-10 

' ■ LQeflMtG 

2 ttt» BVMCRAKTCER 5408) Gttdmes J Fume 2' 

3 6104 DURGAMSFRST7 (CJA Ota M RMqr 544 

' C'Mn—rjWt 

4 562- KARAyiAR 309YKSkrey 6-4-2—jFwlng7 

5 0*03 ZAMHAREER 10 (D£)WStaey6-8-1 — kmWMdt0>4 

6 6514 TAMCHED MSCHEF3 (D»F^3) DBsta 6-8-12 1 

Jenny Benson (7) 5 

7 tfSJ GYMQWK CYTWKJ 12 (FS) * Qnratofatn 6-6-4 

NKnnady3: 

13-8 Has u ifco. 7-2 Imnd MfedhrL 4-1 FteL 74 lUadar. 10-1 

Zartwea 12-1 GymnA TigB. G*mn* CyRro 


3.20 CHANTILLY RATING RELATE) MAIDEN 
STAKES (3-Y-O: £2.511:1m 51175yd) (4) 

1 0046 WALKABOUT 19 BHibiMI-■— I-DHotmdl 

2 -502 WELLCOME WN 3 JETRefijM -JDTM8y4 

3 4M ITAllMGA4BMState841---BOutleM? 

4 0643 0UEST TO BEST 13 MJ Grata 641 ™—. L Dettori 3 

64 Quest Fi» BesL 9-4 Magi. 5-2 IMebui. 6-1 Wfltatas ta. 


1 0623 TWO OH THE BWDGE 12 DSmBi 9-7-Ctta4her(7}2 

? 1541 RUM LAD-7 (COA J J (Mm 9-6 (7a)_J Lorn 4 

3 3502 FWBEOfPWMSIOMJBetiyW ... PFWmb( 5)B 
-4 5112 WBJLU1T5 WELL 7 IBif.C/.G] U W E»aerDy 9-1 L Dettori 5 
5 -332 DOMUrSDANCER 15(BJNTmUo8-13 ... KknTHder3 

. 6 3660 PROWCNT10MrsVAartty8-12 . MDmrtng7 

7 0412 KMG UNO 7 (VJFJLG) Mn J Ransdoi B-5 JFMnel 
M NOB Un 3-1 WHmVw*l., 4-1 ftep Led, 5-t W*e 01 Pqm 6-1 Tm> On. 
Ike Bridge. 124 Domis Draw. 25-1 Proranwl' 

. "COURSE SPECIAUStS " 

CATTERCK: Traterc: RHBs. IB wain tarn 47 lams, 404%, J 
GJorer, 4 bn 12. 333%. X Trtlei. 5 liom 24. 208%. Ua U 
Rontay. 19 ban 103,18.4%. C BWL 4 tan 22.1BJ2%, M Stede. 3 
tan 1/. 17J%. Jockeys; J Eon. 6 wtaras tan 23 ales. 25.1%. D 
HoBand, 5 torn 29.17.2%; J CmolL 25 turn 160,15.6%; JFbttane. 

. 16 bn 110.145%;P tony. 5 him 45.11.1%, R A to® - 
38.10J%. . - . _ - : 

YARMOUTH: Trmers: B HDK lO'tewrs tori 38 nmas.256%, H 
- Cofl, 21 bn88,23^%; Dialer. 11 ton 58.220%; M Cbsmob. B 
tan 4i: 193%: M Btfl. 15 tan 80.18J%. L CmnL 12 ban 64. 
18.8%. Jocteys: Pal Eddery, 17 nonen ton 79 rides. 2U%. K 
FaBon. 4 bn 19,21.1%; R Im. 31 ton 148.20J%i J Stack. 6 ton 
33.182%: WRyn. 22ton 123,179%; Enina O’Canoa. 5 tan 29, 
17.2%. 


YARMOUTH 

THUNDERER 

2.00 Faith Alone. 2.30 Ftvro'dodc Shadow. 3.00 
Imroz. 330 Karinska 4.00 TROJAN HERO (nap). 

4.30 Mazboon. 5.00 Sedas Gate Boy. 

Private Handtcapper's top rating: 4.30 MAZBOON. 
Our Newmarket Correspondent: 3.00 SNOW KID 
(nap). 3.30 Listed Account 4.30 Mazboon. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE SIS 

2.00 FRED ARMSTRONG HANDICAP 

(£3,278:6f 3yd) (IQ mmers) 

1 12) -415 FAmALM10(BFJ) l F.S)[:uUI44[W RUofcn(5) 91 

2 (31 -066 WILD PALM 9 (V.C.6.S1 W CGonun 5-VW 

Emus 0 bnran 90 

3 (51 -000 OGBWrS DART 12 P Mata 4-10-0 . S Santos 85 

4 16)84)1 DON P&E 22 (CDJULSI R Boss. 6-9-10 K Felon 95 

5 (1) 2522 NEVER THHK11MCE 3 [BiTAtit hay 4-9-7 

ItetmOmerp) 94 

G (8) 4)00 SHAWINSKY29 PHoBhng 4-8-1? ... Pad Kfey 95 

7 (10) 0600 SHARPRETUW31 (D.S)MRfOi3-8-9 , KDay 93 

8 (9) 0001 ARNE 13 (BJLS) J Purita 5-8-4 . AnwCa*(5) 95 

B (7] 0005 ASTRAL NVADER14 (DJ.S) U Swuta; S-B-i JQufnn ffl 
10 (4) 0A- ETBMALlYGflAiBU. 385 Khnv 4-7-10 S Cusco (7) - 

5-2 Dan Pepe. 4-1 Fan Akae. New The* lute 13-2 MU (ten 7-1 Arne. <0-1 
Otevis tat Anal loader. 14-1 Drives 

2.30 DUNST0N SELLING STAKES 

(2-Y-0: £2.406:613yd) (11) 

1 (7) 3444 CAPTAIN BLBS 12(B) NTrtto 8-11 . . PH Eddery 78 

2 (9) 400 ESTOPPED23MCtenai8-11 . PPMuphy(3| 75 

3 (10) 3250 FMHra.0CKSHADOW78 Ifcerian B-11 . MTeMuB ffl 

4 (4) 65 FRHTS HUE KNOW 22 Cltaay 8-11 .. JQtan - 

5 (1) 5425 NEWHAR6Bn6(B)PEim 8-11_ K Futon 77 

5 (5) 00 HGH CARRV ID J Baits 8-6_J Stack 72 

7 (2) 0 JAYffiE SILVEfl 55 M limptita 0-6-DBqgs - 

8 (ill 00 KATIES TREAT 14 DTInm 8-6 _ D Hanson - 

9 (3) 0 LA VBELLE B R Quest 8-6 __ J Rod - 

10 IB) 00 RUTHS6B< 14 0Than6-6- . WRyw - 

11 (6) TENDER DOLL C Dwyer 8-6_Jo Harem (7) - 

54 R v eo'cte* Stab*, 5-1 NMtegan. 13-2 0apt» Bfei. 6-1 Eslopped. 12-1 
Hgh Cany. JayUe SHm. ROKGam. 18-1 oOm. 

3.00 HBRSBY CONDITIONS STAKES 

(£5.188:7f 3yd) (6) 

1 (6) 1460 ROYALE BSLTO* 13 (W&S) U FfttacMyGottey 6^3 

If Ryan ^ 

2 (4) 11 SNQWND8(D^Diader34-12 -. Pa Eddery B2 

3 (5) IM RMGALORE 4BJDJ) B tab 3-8-6_lift 91 

4 (I) 646 SHOCK VALUE 77(F) MStatiWW-J Raid 88 

5 (2) 214- HAXXAMTAH348 IF)DMariey 34-1 RHte ,81 

6 (3) 51-2 MVE37(BFAF.G)HCaJ34-1 AMcGkre 96 

64 SOar Nd. 94 tms, 5-1 Roiflta Flgobr. 3w* VjHb 10-1 often 


3.30 LODDON FILLIES HANDICAP 

(£3.369-712yd; i4) 

I ;»i 0-54 LISTED ACCOUNT 30 Ltt-;*-i 3-9-1& Pat Eddery 96 

: -as rrr giesi 9 iKi p to*-, w . _ _ s sanun ee 

> :5, 6C0 !8> SSL liB> 23 PUttM 3-9-13 U Henry (3) 97 

4 £200 KAViSKA 15 ICDJ.Gi Ul a^nvin 7-8-9 S Canon |7) ffl 

!-ii LTB toj:; t-l i:, OjcI. 12-7 Uy &ni Lu^. 12-1 nansia 

4.00 CATHELD CLAIMING STAKES 

(£2.670: lm3ydj(u) 

I (10- -461 TROJAN hffRO 31 |D.F( Ih W Rr*(rv 5S-9 K Fatal M 

: ll- 5022 WHAT A F135 1 3 Hactwry A-9-9 J Stack 81 

J IS- 0103 t£V£R GOLF EAGLE 52 T Nanrsm 4-6-U 5 Sanden 82 

4 ;7j 0042 SPAMSH STfiJPPER 14 (F) U CMjman 6-fl-i? 

S Caron i?j 65 

5 (Hi -605 CROSS Of VALOUR 5 IFlPHoMng 4-6-12 Paid Eddery ffl 

6 16 - -210 SPANIARD'S U0UN15 l5l M1gin*atE-B-ll UHenyP) 90 

: <2| -020 S00A POP 20 C 5r,turn 3-V9 .. .. WRyan 92 

£ ill -400 fflurem P-meBSa> IV> A HflJr 58-5 . GBudni 80 

5 (91 5 AjaAH10KH2fts34-r . R Ms 90 

10 il> 00 CERTAMY 14J rtratem 3-54 _ DHarsan - 

II i-f| 040- TYROLEAN DANCER ?48Sffloat 7-84 . .. Dfl®= 82 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


n —--- 

ft Sheehan on biudge 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

When the opposition bid themsrives into bizarre contracts, it can 
be quite difficult to find the best defence. This is a hand from the 
quarter-finals of the 1997 Vanderbilt Trophy, the premier event 
at the American Spring Nationals. Put yourself in West's 
position, and cover up the South and East hands. 


Keene on chess 


Folkestone 

Going: soli 

SLOT (61 189yd) 1. f 


Dealer East 


*7 

V6S32 
♦ AJ43 
+ A763 


J»_ 

Sotoway 


North-South game ' 

«KQja 


VAK47 
♦— • - 
4KQ954 

t'-ssjft'ss 


^Wrjl *8 ■ 

V1D94 
*01097 6 5 
■ ’ + J 10 8 

♦ AID 8 54 32 
VQ8 
ft K 8 2 
«2 

W _ N _ 

Weinstein Goldman 


Stewart 

3D 


Contract She Hearts (sk:) by South. Laatfc aca of dtenpntfa 


nein led the aoe of dia- 

s in an attempt to set up 

s for the defence, and 
ay discarded a 'spade 
dummy. What should 
do new? 

»t could see no future in 
; to cash the ace of du bs, 
it was surely never going 
away, so he switched to 
de. Now Soloway won 
ns. drew trumps in four 
s, and took the rest of 
cks wffli six more spades 
le king of diamonds, 
what was going on? 
ay thought Goldman 




was showing the two lower 
unbid suits when he bid Five 
No-Trumps. SoJoways hearts. 
were better than his chibs, so 
what could he do but bid Six 
Hearts? I think that is a 
reasonable interpretation — 
most experts would double on 
three-suited hands in Gold¬ 
man’S .posiiioa Mind you, 
Goldman has won foe Bermu¬ 
da Bowl a few times. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


By Raymond Keene • 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Aarhus details 

The complete scores in the 
tournament at Aarhus in Den¬ 
mark were as follows: 
Khalifraan 6/9; Adams and 
Rcoentalis S h: Hellers 5; 
Kengis and Hansen 4*2; Niel¬ 
sen 4: Schandorff and Stefans- 
son 3*2; Larsen 3. 

One of the best gdmes of the 
tournament was won by 
grandmaster Mfchael Adams, 
now ranked Nol for Britain 
on foe world ratings list. After 
a. game of quiet manoeuvres 
resulting from an unsophisti¬ 
cated opening. Adams broke 
through with a singularly 
brilliant display of tactical 
pyrotechnics. 

White: Michael Adams 
Blade Peter Nielsen 
Aarhus. June 1997 
. Ghwco Piano 


20 Qxe3 a5 

' 21 bxa5 Nxa5 

22 Qc5 Nd7 

23 Qxb5 Rtbfl 

24 Qe2 R*2 

25 Qxbe Nc4 

26 RxaS Nxh2 

27 Rbl Nd3 

26 Ra7 . c6 

29 Rbb7 N3C5 

30 Rc7 g6 

31 M 15 

32 Nd4 
Black resigns 

Diagram of final position 



2-30 (61 189yd) 1, PEXT ROUND IM 
Fcrton. 9-4); 2. Flow By (T Sprake. 9-2|: 
3. Fawning {J CXJnn, ALSO RAN 
2-1 lav Latin Nexus (5th), 10 EB* Magic. 
Jazz Sngef |Bh). UMo Emily, 12 
Campan (4th). 25 After Dawn. Gay 
Abandon. Suetepy, 33 Siena 12 ran. 
1 tel. 41, H2bl.nk M BoU ai Newmartvei 
Tote 020. El 33. E2.90. El 3 30 DF- 
£11.50 Trio C260 60 (pari won Pool ol 
£8812 carried toward to 410 al 
HaydocJv Pak lottay). CSF. Ei3 07 

3.00 (61 1B9yd) l. ITSINTHEPOST (C 
Runer, 16-1); 2. Sea Spouse (N Adams. 
10-1), 3. Caste! Roseola (R Pace. 5-2 
favi: 4, With A Will (Nicola WriqhT. ID-11 
ALSO RAN 9-2 Mybolye. lS-2 Ccxjrt 
Mins&ei, B Havago (6th). 9 Blushing 
Grenadier. 12 Oawahb. inctan Blaze. 20 
Ladybower, 25 Riwr Same. Shermood. 
33 BartoraBen. F s mce ZLam (5lh). 50 
Cariibea Beach. 16 ran. 21.21, nk fcl. sh 
hd. V Sore at Aston FTourarri. Toie. 
E2240. £300. £210. C1OT. £2 70 OF' 
£59.80 Trio: E115 60. CSF. C164 77. 
Trteast ES27.0S. 

3OT (50 1. EASTWELL MINSTREL [J 
Lowe. 8-1): 2. Verdant Express (D 
Sweeney. 3-1); 3. Bradbury Fafc (J 
Oumn. 3-1) ALSO RAN 11-10 lav Jack- 
N-Jfflv (4th) 4 ran H ML 31 R Gums al 
Epsom. True; E7 50 DF El 260. CSF 
£26 88 

4.oo dm 71 geyd) i. zafarelu (s 
S anders, 10-1). 2 Nick Ot Time (T 
Ouina 7-1): 3. Cadbury Castle 1J Quinn. 


201) ALSO RAN 4-1 lav Nte Valley. 
11-2 Bisqua-Oe-Bouche (6lh». 6 
Eponne. Mo) combi. Ctub (4th). Sipowrtz. 
10 Alania i5fh|. 2S Bint Rosie, 33 
Hppws. 50 FMna Esprit. Foxford Led 13 
ran 21. 3H 41. ia. a J Jenkins at 
Ftoyslon Tae- E12.00. £330, £2.50, 
£5 40 DF £3810 Tro £25610 CSF 
E70 72 Tncasl £1.273 66 

4OT dm 4I| 1. STAHR (C FUmer, 17-2). 
2. BfonhaOow (F Non on, 10-1). 3. Glow 
Forum (D Hofland. 7-2 fi-lov) ALSO 
RAN ■ 7-2 ji-lav Tonka. 5 May hing 
Mayhem [5lh|. 7 Top Shell. 9 Nothing 
Dong. 11 Dunrombe Hall. 12 Sadei'B 
Blaze, 16 Certan Magic. 25 Foutdaned 
(4th). 33 Asking |6lh) Happy Medium 13 
ran. 41. nh, 1*1. *1. k-l H Candy at 
Wantage Tote Cl060 D3&0. £3 10. 
£1.50 DF- £7080 Trw £140.60. CSF 
£92 14 Tncast £334 67 

5.00 (Im 11149yd) 1, JONA HOLLEY (C 
Rutler. 100-30 lavi; 2. VlftMt A Fuss (R 
Murien. 11-2). 3, Battle Ground (R 
Ffrench. 11-1) ALSO RAN 9-2 Grand 
Horel. 7 Arzary (4ihl. 8 Zamatek (5th), 9 
Runt Symbol (6lh). 10 Degree. 12 
Flagstatl. 16 Doyenne. 25 Baranov. 
Khabar. 33 MysLc Strand. Sulcdva 
Dancer. 14 ran NR Aliican-Rard 31. nk. 
2tl. ». HU. G L Moore at Brighton 
Tore £4 30. £200. £220. £4 00 DF 
£1220 Trio £7620 'CSF' £21 20 
Tricasl: El 79 61 

Jackpot not won (pool ot £4,857.94 
carried lotward to Haydock Frirk 
today). 

Ptacepot £S,771.40. 

Quadpot £567.60. 


1- 

04' 

e5 

' .2 

Bc4 

rJf6 

3 

03 

Bc5 

••4 

Nf3 ' 

NcS 

5 

C3 

a6 

- 6 

Bb3 

Ba7 

7 

MJxJ2 

d6 

' & 

h3 

he 

9 

Nft 

Ba6 

10 

Bc2 

Od7 

11 

Ng3 

d5 

12 

Qa2 

dx&4 

13 

dxe4 

b5 

14 

0b3 

OO 

.15 

OO 

Bxb3 

16 

axb3 

Qe6 

17 

b4 

Bb6 

18 

Ra3 

Kh7 

19 

Be3 

Bxe3 

ii! 

it*- ■•>r 

fw-rSSA.—'-i 




V-.-Sv.'-J 


After 32exd4 33 cxd4 Black 
suffers a disaster along his 
back ranks. 

Times book 

The Times Winning Moves 2 
contains 240 chess puzzles 
from international grand¬ 
master Raymond Keene’s dai¬ 
ly column in The Times, and is 
available now from book¬ 
shops or from B.T. Batsford 
Lid (tel: 01376 321276 al £6.99 
plus postage and packing). 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


Coastal Bluff has 
July Cup option 




Bv PMfip Howard 


VALSALVA 

a. Puffing 

b. Cricketers sunblock 

c. Hungarian smoked sausage 

SHAGANAPPI 

a. Japanese bridal dress 

b. Cheap or inferior 

c. A freshwater fish 


dovekie 

a. A small oval hffi 

b. Beer testing device 
c A small sea-bird 

kabeuod. . 4 

a. A Lapp reindeer-herd 

b. Large' marine fish 

c. A South African .arid area 

Answers on page 53 


By Raymond Keene 

White loplay-This position is from 
the game Staunton — Amateur, 
London 1852- 

Alihough (he black pieces ore 
somewhat tangled up it appears 
that the generally Nocked nature 
of the position eliminates any 
immediate danger- How did White 
prove that this is notihe case? 

Solution on page 53 



DAVID BARRON could de¬ 
lay Coastal BluFPs seasonal 
reappearance again La launch 
a surprise attempt on next 
Thursday’s Dartey July Cup 
at Newmarket. 

Last year's Stewards' Cup 
and Ayr Gold Cup winner. 
bad been pencilled in for 
Saturday's listed Sandown 
Park Sprint Stakes. But his 
trainer said yesterday. “Our 
other option is the July Cup. I 
have spoken to the owner and 
Kevin Dailey is coming down 
to ride him in a gallop 
tomorrow. If he were to work 
exceptionally well he might 
go straight to the July Cup.” 

Coastal Bluff has been slow 
to come to hand this term and 
has not raced since last Sep¬ 
tember. He has been entered 
for foe Stewards' Cup again 
this year, but Barron said: 
“Well have to see how he gets 
on in his first run erf the 
season. It was an entry made 
Justin case he misfired He is 


more likely, to go for foe 
bigger spruits and. if he were 
to pick up a penalty, he would 
miss the Stewards' Cup.” 

Edward St George's Kool 
Kat Katie has had a minor 
setback and will miss the 
Falmouth Stakes at Newmar¬ 
ket next Wednesday. She 
looked an exciting prospect 
when justifying favouritism 
in a large field of maidens at 
Newbury in mid-April, but 
has not been seen out since. 

The three-year-old is named 
after the daughter of St 
George, while Deadly Dud¬ 
ley, named after his butler, is 
also likely to miss his engage¬ 
ment, the Darley July Cup. 

But the blade and white 
colours of St George’s 
Lucayan stud will stiQ be 
carried in the group one 
sprint by Lucayan Prince. 
Lucayan Prince was runner 
up to Anabaa m the race last 
year, having won the Jersey 
Slakes previously- 


HAYDOCK PARK 


2.10 Ballard Lady 
2.40 Tindaya 

3.10 Sheltering Sky 


THUNDERER 

3.40 Bally Souza 
4.10 Gamock Valley 

4.40 Foreign Rule 


; GUIDE TO OMR RACECARP I 

132 d?j D-04& GOOD TUtfS 74 |CD£F F.OSi (W. D lb!iin»i'l B W9-1J-0 B WfcJ (4l 8t 


Fta»«i8 Out bi brdil: Su-ligue 

tain f — idi p — puiiert up u — urcerad 
ntv 6 — CrowN ita»n Z — slipped up R— 
rdusaJ & — diu^jhlicd) liases name, fays 
snee Ua nftng J it ium(s F H Hal iB — 
,1-a H • - HJM. E - E»nlK>4 
C — eorvmrftr 0 - diaenct wiflea. CD— 


GOING- GOOD TO SOFT 
TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


come end douna ww BF — beden 
tr.ttilif in a;si iat*t Gang on WiUJi nr* fis. 
<mn If — 1cm oeoj rum tmd u - g ticjl 
i —»ft. good to sin. heavy 1 Cwna ci tvattts. 
Tr«w tqttxid itirghl ulusoil ■tturioe 
In* limes Pimu itadcanm's Ring 


DRAW- 6F. HIGH NUMBERS BEST 
SIS 


2.10 HALEWOOD APPRENTICES HANDICAP 

(E2.949.7130yd) (9 runners) 

1 C 1 Ml 000792 CAUDILL0 7 i5l 9* Kamcn-ftiani Mrs P DulitM 4-9-1D DUri5af5n(3| SZ 

102 (7, 404)180 BSAKlOWlLU 16 (Di| fp Giuwljt N Tirfo 4-9- 9. B Sludhohnc (5| 4! 

103 Ifi, HKMOG NKAPFN ROCKS 1? Hi), Utadl J H SWIM" *^4 -- . . K Stas! 9S 

IM 111 M-5W6 AU0e9*3Zl8)H*--F W^v*-6-l- , - ftCody-Ruon* l5| P? 

105 (Si WECSE, IftTHYWIBUWIBtD.rtjJRHoftircJHH-frll P FfrfendB i.5j 95 

106 (71 &IDD100 THEATRE UAEC I? |Dj 'been Oianond RJCingl D Sr™ 44-4 S Righto*'V 90 

107 til 5D0MZ0 3ALIAR0 LAffV X |CD.£j (Mr; F mwnJ nv™ "Sir 5-8-7 PtteOi 56 

me 111 OO-dOM N0RTHEW1 JUDGE 6 (B D.Gi |GW] Juajcnwil F“Jt) A 6LUiger< ffl 

109 (9i 0-060U HVUEFWRTJCT7|GliF3wrttM£3aeit»«4 R Wnmon 97 

BETTWG: ? ;■ CiuJiHo 4-1 Pin»Pom 11 -? EjtedLadi. 6-1 Eteowion-’. 7-; Amoeta B-i 

HertwaiUt U 0 «. 10-1 urter: 

1996 BALLARD LADY *-MD P D» ‘9-1 1 J V^turrjhl 1 1 nn 

FORM FOCUS 


CAUULLD hsd od 13 Id Amay si harnficap al 
Safrftuy (61. tthl BRAHDONVLLE t«l lecenl 
eOon beat SupatniK ?t-I m tun&ap a (71 
Mhl. NKAPEN FtOCKS 4'AI 6 Bl ol li B LfcJB 
Wtertomd si r«lcso al t-p i7l 9001)1 TlffATRE 
MAGIC tea ctc*m cltai teal fawahb ml si 1J- 
nmu handtew ? I'.'uhanamaon 'L\V 7i; 


2.40 SUMMER SELLING STAKES 

(3-Y-0- £2.542.6f) (8 runners) 


BALLARD LADY 1 HI m ol 10 lo Ud, Shout si 
lamhcap at Mwcaflle 151. uocdi M0RT1CRII 
JUDGE 4KI 4ih o( 8 Id Ambe Fon n tuteisn J 
Ccodawd (71. bwm is vtii PR DAE PARITIES 
tea Bedazzle SI in 15-nmci appenDo? seflv*; 
lundcte a «E«n (Im. goodi on penJIuirfc sart 
Sefeuorc CAUDLLQ 


201 

ti> 

0 HOPE VALUE 15 (BI ill Lt!at)i I Eaueto 2-11 

D UcKtmm 

74 

20 : 

iBt 

2 KOLBY 17 (BJiFi if.t*. J Eaiifyl * Bctei B-i 1 

D Wng« 

© 

M3 

111 

ME SUM PRIOR 9 iTil/ECflinfioBuic 6-11 

E Doyle 

65 

204 

|7| 

C JA mWYA27|JSLTJ0JiF trail Ml 

Core anwa 

8'" 

m 


COO COWANYS GAU2LE SB ftte friMni B iaajn f-F 

A Cutovx 

’■) 

:k 

(6) 

00 STRAVSEA 17 ie Betkiionj B Baugn f-6 . . 

II Canale 

— 

207 

»l 

00250 SYLVAN CLOUD 12 IV| I'ii. jo* liace Frnsj C fittuzo 5-t 

Darren Motion f3j 

70 

Me 

‘5: 

00 1HTEE TENNERS 21 ;T: Wietm J Pn» B-6 

KOflk-y 

7’ 1 


8ET1WG 1 8-5 rsibv 9 ? Icvdata 5-1 Inree low. 7-1 ifcfe vaht?. 8-1 Sisn Prim i£-l Csmpar- liTte-. 
Stavooi ED I SytWi Dourt 

1996. VICTORIA'S DREAM 6-6 W Casen dMl M Ctenvi 6 ian 

FORM FOCUS 


HOPE VALUE 171 7ft ol ll to Carr,' The Fog m 
zudan nudn al This* (71 gold) H0L6Y nee* 
2nd Hi 14 10 Udead in seller a Witetav IM. good 
k) Ami) TUOAYA 3£'616m ol 1 to Central Pal ft 
maiden aye aura arm (istext irjooJ la fumi 
C0WAHYS GAABLE « «h a 13 id lAaMy Sir 
m se8e al DaicLta (M. good; nUi SUM PRIOR 


8 1 2th STRAVSEA 1 SI las) al 17 la Pxky Cel if. 
aiciiai notflen al PonXtod 1 61. good! 

SYLVAN CLOUD l9f 9ft ol II la Lmnarsmg m 
Letter a Redoi i71. aa*)i THREE TENMERS i5i 
ah ol 9 in Woil n sf* 111 auction rrsmkn Jl CailrJc 
1 51. him) 

Setecten: kOLBY 


J-l Taijft Rea. 7-2 Wta A Firs 5-1 Aeebte. 6-1 Spawnr! Mom 7-1 Sote 
Fes. iD-1 Smim-i Snmse. I4 -t ifeve SoH Eagle (6-1 onus. 

4.30 EBF HAPPISBURGH NOVICE STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £3.720: 71 3yd) (5) 

1 iS) 1 MA2B00N 21 IG) E Dollop 9-4 . . . R Hfc ffl 

2 O) 2103 7JMSCEFPB17/S)MBeflW . . . flHl*n<5) 84 

3 |4) 01 KM'S BRAVE 17 (F) B Median 8 - 1 ? UTrbtol 73 

4 12) LONE PPER C BittOi 8-1? WRyan - 

5 i3| 1 BEHOLD 37 (F) J Fvctew B -11 . D Hanson 90 

10-11 Uutoon. i-1 Behold. 9-2 Ttaneteepa. 8-1 Lone Pipe. 16-1 lums Bon 

5.00 HICKUNG LADY RIDERS HANDICAP 

(E2.322:1m2l 21yd) (10) 

1 (l) 2121 MARJAANA » ff^)P»tojn 4-11-7 

SaohSan»nrfli(5) 94 

2 (5) 1014 BLOCKADE ID (BF.CD/.G) M Bell 8-W71 

Grargira Boll (5| m 

3 (11 2634 CALMXJU310Ntaley4-10-11 . .. JmeAdfcai SO 

4 (6) 4444 NOT FORGOTTEN 48 P hetaar 3-10-8 

AleaiHulcfimsw (5) 98 

5 (3) 0351 ANCHOR VENTURE 24 (DJF) £ Woods 4-10-1 

OamJcnes 98 

E (41 1240 BELLAS GATE BOY 6 (FIJ P»M 5-10-0 Lytte Pearce 05 

7 (9) 0400 SQUARED AWAY 20 (B.F) J WPUyne 5-9-10 

Catwlre Late 15j 90 

8 DO) 0025 CAPTAIN MARMALADE 41 (D.S) P Than &-0-8 

Fm Burke (Si 95 

9 (BI 0-61 ARf 6 (SJBCwley 5-0-5(5eii Amteda Stow (5) 93 

10 (21 0433 ACER&U5 DULCtS 201 M Ctaannn b-9-0 Sarah Bodey 91 
7-2 Adi. 4-1 QdnUa. 5-1 Mmaara. 11-2 Btotiodt 8-1 NU Eorguien. Bate 
GaK Bor. 10-1 Snowi Vomre. 14-1 ados 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Cadent*: ? 20 Angry Albert. OteJ Gal. 
Sharp Pel Turt Moor 2 SO GymcrOi Tuer SOT Vtogga MOMl 
Haydock Park: 2.40 Hope Value. Sylvan Cloud 


3.10 HEUBACH MAIDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-0- £3.966:7130yd) (14 runners) 

XU |T| BLAU TUDOR iMiiA WyafllMes l 5ddall M . T Suuta (7) - 

30? (11) BU91WHAGXBI (Btad itai Racing CWb) C Egenon 9-0 . RHutfis - 

MB W BUSTDPIER JONES (L Brastel C Lgerun 9-0 Dane OTtel - 

304 |i) 0 GENERAL HASTIE 16 lUn J fiEmUl) C Ihomion 9-0 0 Ucheown 72 

305 |14] 0 HGLEB0R0UGH IS (V3prann Ptener^il 0 Uanra 9-0 Daren Monte (3) - 

306 IS] 0-0532 KHAFAAQ 22 (H al-Utooiani W Heat 9-0 . . T Sprake ffl 

307 (6) 5- PERFECT BEAR 367 (Mr. S Smell) Urs t Smalt 9-0 . . 0 Pears pi - 

308 (4) GO PHARLY STAR 2fi (A Wrajgi D 9-0 . . . . C Teague 13) - 

309 |l?) G SFELTBflNG SKY 33 (V Bcteifts (5 AMbd RjcmqM J Oirtap 9-0 X Dartey 95 

310 (10) 00 TARflEN ?1 ID Miyiel K BuU A-Q. B Doyfc 79 

311 ($) 540(0-0 DANEHLL PHMCESS 173 (J Eratunj P Hudnstete 8-9 .. D Orltfdte (3) 85 

31? (91 MADGES PET (Mrs C Hsadil & BameU 8-9. N Carfcle - 

313 (?) 0 POLEAXE 10 (Lady Hamid de VUaMen) Mic J Deal 8-9 .. JTalc - 

314 (U| 362-6 SUMMER0SA 40 (Un -1 Maqmeii P Dopple-Htani 8-9 . . RHavtn(3) 97 

BETTHG: 9-: Nnteq. 5-2 SaranenKj. 3-1 SheUein) Sky. 13-2 PoteM 18-1 BiekUib Joie 20-1 OunuU 
Haste. Paler Beai. Pterty 3ar. Item DandiU Pmreti 33-1 «nere 

1995: RIVERS UAOC 94) 8 Thwrojn (20-1 1 0 Chappe* 13 ian 


FORM FOCUS 


WGlSCfflOUGH 19 8t ol 12 ra Vain TempesJ ft 
KUdeD A fhpan (Im. goodl KHAFAAQ 51 2nd al 
10 to W Soane m maidai» SaMuy (71, qood 
to ton). PffiRECT BEAR about 20WI Mi at 7 lo 
Nqraane In conttuc race at Pontefract (EL good 
In tom SHELTERNG SKY 6UI Ml <9 8 lo 
The Pmce in modal Jl Nevnakel lira good to 


ton] DAN&Rl PRINCESS mi 3id ol 6 lo 
Kiomua n auction maiden al Wohatonoinn imn 
7t) dti pentUnato ' 4 aa POLEAXE 16199a od 16 to 
Senate in maiden d Wmfcoi 11m 67yd 
SUMhEROSA aboul fiv.1 tali ol 15 to Coijudiiiit* 
m tiradoi A Wa%<ck (71. good m ton) 
Setectore KHAFAAQ 


3.40 WEATHB1BYS INSURANCE SERVICES FILLIES HANDICAP 
(£3,579: Im 31200yd) (6 tunneis) 

401 (4| 2154-20 MADAME CHHNEHY14 |G) iCMrnrr PSetoerJiip) J Eustace 3-9-12 JTate 97 

4K fl) $-32465 PB’PBRS 9 (BF) (M Nahnes-Ciodiei) k Bute 4-9-11 ... . B Doyle 98 

403 16 ] -142231 KATHRWS PET 8 (D.S) (B Broun) Mk U Reieley 4-9-11 (5eu) ACuDsne 32 

404 (2) 46000-0 DEBUTANTE DAYS 19 (C.F.S) iWt 5 Brateer) A Stoaart $9-10 . R Hughes 96 

405 ($1 035624 BAUY SOUZA 9 (Miss B Lee) M Jatnion 3-9-7 . J Weaver 97 

406 13) 620-036 DALWWilE 13 (In Racing Caimuiyi J Wtalm 4-9-5 K Dartey ffl 

BETTING 50 hauiyn'i Pei 7-2 Madmt Ctomer/. 4-1 Bail* Soura. W F-cppcr^ $ I Dtatmnie. $1 Deteeame 

fav*. 

lass' LALNX 5-100 T Own (7-2 f, to) D Eturth 7 on 

FORM FOCUS 


tandKte al Lingfida (Im 21 good to lemi BALLY 
SOUZA 51 2nd ol 9 to Honourable n iwiflicap fl 
Ptmefrad (im 3. goodl on penutlitnalc 3art 
DALWHSOC iw» and I’ftl 3i<l ct M lo Anoert 
Quest >n hnfiop al Merrmarlet (Im 4t. good Ki 
soti on petutomate -lui 
Setedtoa MADAME CHBffERY (nap) 


MADAME CHWNERY wck 2nd ol 9 to Piotoeol in 
Handle a Sandwm I im 3191yd. good to r»ml on 
peiaititrate start. PEPPERS atjoU 2tel 5li d 7 to 
AfcoMe Lfterty m teaeoice hanmeap al Lingteld 
(im 21. goodl. KATHRYN'S PET heal Mana.ii 1%l 
■i 6-iunnei handuap al Dteas (im 41 66yd. 
DEBUTANTE DAYS 61 3to ol 13 lo Amah* ft 


4.10 ECCLES HANDICAP 

(£3,736:61) (13 mmers) 

501 112) 0424040 GARNOCK VALLEY 5 (B.CDJ.G5) (FI Art) J Baiy 7-9-13 G Cartel ffl 

502 i?| 220-330 MAITEAM1A68 (BJ3.G.S) (MisZ 6rart| 9 Bowing 4-9-9 . SWeteW 95 

503 11) 0-04004 DEPtttCMTE 12 (DJ31 (V R Sedkyi C Jaws 4-9-8 _ . .. C Runs 97 

504 131 0-236 FREDERICK JAMES 13 (F Safruduyi M Heflon-fllb 3-9-6 . . SVyKtemdi 94 

505 (13i 033000 DESERT LYNX 9 (D.S) (Mi; R Waboo) 1 Watam 4-9-5 . . R Ht0KS 90 

5D6 HOI -263036 BEE I4ALTH BOY 5 {B.COSSi M W Extaby 4-9-4 . . . G Parkin (S) 56 

507 19] 3212041 IMPOSHGTORE 3 (D.FRl (J Hanoi Gar Wtenay 6-9-4 — .. JWewa 94 

508 (41 3121400 FfflST 19 (DJi^l (D Sscncej M W Eaderhy 5-9-2 . X Dartey 98 

509 (Bl -002050 SABO 66 fG)(Mra K Uaytcni A Bailey 4-Wi .. DWn*n 97 

516 (6) MMXJ5 CniSSEUB fCF\ Uto-C JOnacni R HoUnitead 4-8 13 . F Lynch ® 

511 (11) -001000 HALMANERROfl 19 (D.F.G.S) IMnJfm*] IftsJftwtaten 7-8-17 DUcKeoim 95 

512 (21 (UMKO MACGILYCUDOY 8 (BXI.G5I M; F' Duddd E-B-ID . T E Porcan (5) 90 

513 15) 54)54(13 B0LLH DOROTHY 26 (51 [Ltoy Wtairooii I Eaoeinv 4-8-7 . T imams 96 

BETTING: 9-2 Boftm OanOty. 5-1 Bee HmMU Boy. 6-1 Depeoaie. 7-1 farmdi Valley- 8-1 toocclnq lm.F*.i 
10-1 Ua*eania. Ftedend Janes. Haunanencn. M-1 omen 

1996. MAID OCAMflE 5-8-6 1 Oumn (9-21 M W Exiertv 9 ian 

FORM FOCUS 


MALTEAMIA ?v>I 3id a IB lo tench Gm n 
handicap u Rmai (61. good to fair) ai peaitemate 
dart, wtti HALUANEffaOfl 4MI I3li DEPRECI¬ 
ATE atewi 2»l 4tn ol 11 to The Hanw Ft» to 
handkan N Wohertarpton (AW. 61) FREDERICK 
JAMES bed lean eflol 41 2nd m 13 to SovteJ 
Leads m audtai maden at Nortmdijm (61 w*(JI 
BEE HEALTH BOY abaft 5'4I 6lli ol 18 U> Cieta 


Gft in tendrcap al Nema^le (61 ha^i wtti 
GARNOCK VALLEY aboil ^1 6ft MPOSHS 
TME 13 8ft ot It io Tinka OanEton n Ian *qp 
fl Wmfcra (61. good to jM) SAFK) 7v?l Sft oil? 
to Ntohl Futfd m landicap al Ftfietad (61. goodl 
BOLLBl DOROTHY KI 2nd ot 9 to Almsu n 
hanfccao al Qoncada i6i. goodl 
Seteetnt BEE HEALTH BOY 


4.40 HOUGHTON GREEN HANDICAP 

{3-Y-0: £3,556- Im 6f) (6 runners) 


601 16] 06-421 THOHNBV PARK 6 (Dil (AgpleDy Lodge Stan J Dunlop 9-1114a) T Urate 97 

602 111 5-14 BRAND NEW DANCE 36IJ Guttmj [i Aruumnol 9-4 . . . 5 WhltwniL 9B 

603 (3) 3G224 FOREIGN RULE 24 (R Sang^cr) P Cteppie-Hyasn 9-1 RHavto (3) 97 

604 (4) 6-53 KHTEAR 20 (H fl-MaHoun| P WaiHyn 5-13 . . . Fl Hotfe: 92 

605 (S| 0450440 INARRUN 8 (CJasgoB Hoeb Raonq Syndicate) C FfltlMd M . - G Cater 52 

606 (21 4320142 SKELTON SOVEREIGN 6 IF) IG Bairtey) R HoUioefteto 7-11 R Fhench (5| ffl 

BETTHG; 15-8 Iliiiifty PWX. 3-1 Brand Nw Ctftce. <-1 UBra. 9-2 Foreign fad? 10-1 SkeJtcn Scr.eraijn 17-1 
Vltaftl 

1«6- THE SWAN 9-7 W Canon (5-6 te) J Dunloo 5 ran 


FORM FOCUS 


THORtffiy PARKbefl M9y0(The Valh IMIinS- 
runer tondica] al Gowhnmd (Im 61 good to 
sob). BRAND NEW DANCE 35*1 «■ d 9 to Pie- 
ata Hg4 m Itandnap id ttetebn (im 51 blyd. 

C lo ton) F0REGN RULE B 2nd ol 6 id 
tart m maiden fl BngWon lira 41. torn on 
peiultoiflt dart KHTT5AR 6tel id id 5 lo 


Rtdamna in maiden fl RtetrJon dm 4t. good to 

ton) WAR RUN 6«-l 4* ol 12 to Fope m aiiaen- 

uce iBAdtem V Mnaetwnji ilm 61 goodl on 
prwItoBte start. SKELTON SOVEREIGN 412nd ol 
1? Id Twibgte Sleep to dame fl Yrtirartianrla. 
lAW. im if) 

SdeOOT TH0RHBY PARK 


COURSE SPECIAUSTS 


TRAINERS 

ser* - 

A Soon 
Mrr M Reveler 
M HffltovEBfi 
P WUiwyn 


Danetime 10-1 

DANET1ME, the Woking¬ 
ham Stakes runner-up. domi¬ 
nated the early betting on foe 
Stewards’ Cup after publica¬ 
tion of the weights yesterday. 
The three-year-old; set to carry 
8st 71b, is 10-1 favourite with 
William Hill and S-l with 
Ladbrokes for the £75,000 
handicap on August 2. 


Rnis 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Y7mera 

Rite 

% 

34 

215 

T Sptate 

10 

49 

204 

103 

22.3 

Dane O NtiU 

3 

15 

MU 

31 

3)0 

J Wtava 

1? 

109 

lSi 

97 

155 

A Culhane 

a 

5G 

14 3 

27 

148 

h Dartey 

IE 

163 

110 

34 

14 7 

G Cater 

10 

W 

10.6 
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CRICKET: ATHERTON CONFIDENT OF RETAINING INITIATIVE 

England prepare to 
resist counter-attack 


By Aian Lee, cricket correspondent 


ENGLAND must resist a rising 
ide of Australian confidence if they 
ire to cany their lead into the 
iecond half of the Ashes series. For 
he first time on their fractured 
our. the Australians are entering a 
rig match believing that they will 
atul Old Trafford. starting today, 
rould be a watershed for the 
summer. 

Manchester is home to the 
majority of the England hierarchy, 
but it will seem an alien place if it is 
here that the rare and special sense 
of supremacy over Australia is 
dissolved. On a damp, greenish 
pitch, a positive result seems as¬ 
sured if the weather holds and 
Mark Taylor, the Australia cap¬ 
tain. recognises the moment “If we 
win this Test, we will be very hard 
to stop ." he said. 

There is an “if" to be considered, 
though, and it is a far greater “if" 
than has applied in any recent 
Ashes series. England won the first 
Test on merit as well as adrenalin, 
and saved the second with dignity 
preserved. They have lost none of 
their past seven Tests and have 
become harder to beat than any 
England side of recent times. 

This match, the third of six in a 
ComhiU series that continues to fill 
grounds and stir emotions despite 
the vagaries of the weather, will 
fully examine the resilience of the 
new England created by Michael 
Atherton and David Lloyd. If they 
emerge unscathed, I believe they 
will go on to redaim the Ashes; 
lose, and the Australians^will 
regain the high ground as 
favourites. 

Atherton, the captain, was un¬ 
derstandably reluctant yesterday to 
concede that his team has lost its 
early momentum. “We went away 
from Lord's the happier side on the 
last day." he said, adding grudg¬ 
ingly, “but Australia are on the up 
a bit." 

As one who finds it increasingly 
difficult to rouse himself for games 
below international level. Atherton 
is not at ail mewed by the Austra¬ 
lians' innings victory over Hamp¬ 
shire this week. He would not 
dispute, though, that things are 
certain to get tougher from here on. 

Australia still have their problem 
areas, but the team now has a 
shape and air of purpose that was 
oddly lacking before Lord's. The 
return of Jason Gillespie, recalled 
today at the expense of Michael 
Kasprowicz, can only help. 

Gillespie bowled distinctly brisk¬ 
ly at Southampton, his first match 


LV *Eii 


ENGLAND (bom) M A Athwten (capran), M A 
A J Stewart, N Huaaan. G P Thotpa, J p 
Crawtay, M A EaBttm. R D B Crofl. 0 Gaucrfv A R 
C*Jd2k a W HKKfcy. AM&mK 0 EmS££i 
SyStTOUfcMA Taylor (rapWi), M T G EBtoK, G 


SBfewrtt,M e Waum. S ff Saugh. M G Bevan. IA 

rtMjy. SKWane. JNGarapte.pRReatel.GD 

McGrath 

Lfcnpire* G Sharp and S VankataraghaMn ftntSa) 
Match referee: RS 

fWsdugafe (Sri Lenta). 

COVERAGE- Television: B8C1; Live 10 50am- 
13.35pm, Live wrth Wimbledon 1.40-1.10pm. 
HW? 11 10-1150pm BBC3: Uve with 
Wmfedon 12J0-8J3pm Radm BBC Radio 4: 
10.55am-HO€.30prn (Long Wine). 


back from hamstring trouble, but 
more impressive than his pace was 
his line; he compelled a stroke at all 
times, other than when Matthew 
Hayden elected to shoulder arms 
and lost his off stump. Robin Smith 
reckoned that it was the best 
bowling he had faced in a consider¬ 
able time. 

Kasprowicz is unfortunate. He 
has done little wrong in two Tests 
and. if the bail swings, he will be 
missed. McGrath, Reiffel and Gil¬ 
lespie are sufficiently different to 
avoid a one-dimensional attack, 
but all of them move the ball off the 
pitch rather than in the air. 

Shane Wame completes the at¬ 
tack, which goes withour saying on 
all occasions but so obviously here, 
where he made- Ids sensational 
Ashes .debut in 1993, that Taylor 
would hade been entirely justified 
had he given a more withering 
answer when be was asked if he 
might exclude him to play four 
seamers. The captain was too polite 
to scoff. 

Taylor is also beginning to look 
more his old self with the bat and. 
like Wame. he has fond memories 
of this ground. Four years ago. 



Gillespie: returning 


Taylor made 124 here in a match 
dominated by spin and lie emerged 
contented from his century at 
Southampton this week. “1 don't 
dunk l played and missed in 4*2 
hours," he said. 

Neither captain can be convinced 
about the merit of winning the toss 
this morning. Despite a good, 
drying day yesterday, the pitch 
remained under cover, indicating 
that the England management was 
happy with its look and texture. 
Taylor, indeed, said: "ft has a lor of 
moisture in it and wont have any 
pace." Logically, one might choose 
to bowl first in such conditions, but 
precedent dictates caution. 

No Test on this ground has ever 
been won by a side putting the 
opposition in and, in 1993, Graham 
Gooch ignored the warning and 
'paid for it. Gooch and Mike Gatting, 
now England selectors, have good 
cause to recall that game for their 
dismissals — Gooch "handled the 
ball" for 133. Gatting was confound¬ 
ed by Warned wonder ba.lL 

Atherton was giving nothing 
away about his possible toss deci¬ 
sion yesterday, but there is a strong 
hint that England will emulate 
Australia by preferring seam to 
swing. Dean Headley has been 
given (wo long bowling stints 
during training and, providing his 
back and hip show no adverse 
reaction, he will be preferred to 
Mike Smith for a debut. 

Both, according to Atherton, 
have fitted well into the team 
environment. "It is a welcoming 
dressing-room nowadays," he said. 
“There are no superstars." This, 
indeed, is one reason for the 
advance of the team, another being 
a belated but significant improve¬ 
ment in forward planning. 

England, for instance, are to 
send a properly representative 
team to the Hong Kong Sixes 
tournament in late September, 
where previously they have dis¬ 
patched a mishmash of anyone 
available. The Hollioake brothers 
have both been selected. Adam as 
captain, and the rest of the special¬ 
ist squad is Alistair Brown. Dougie 
Brown, Mark EaJham. Graham 
Lloyd and Matthew Fleming. 

For today, however, such mat¬ 
ters will seem tririal. The Ashes are 
there to be won and the coming five 
days will have an immense tearing 
on their destination- “If we win 
here." Atherton said, “well be in a 
very good position to win the series 
... and we are not looking to sit on 
a 1*0 lead." 


Can Wame still turn the screw? 


Simon Wilde says the 
key question waiting 
to be answered at Old 
Trafford concerns the 
Australia leg spinner 


L ife has changed somewhat 
for Shane Wame since he 
surprised himself and the 
world with (hat breathtaking ball 
to Mike Gatting on June 4,1993 at 
Old Trafford. the venue to which 
he returns today with the weight 
of a nation’s expectations on his 
shoulders. Australia are under 
intense pressure to win the match 
and level the series — and Wame 
is under intense pressure to win It 
for them. 

Anyone who doubts bow seis¬ 
mic has been that change should 
have been at the ground yesterday 
as the Australians made their 
final preparations. As ever these 
days, Wamc's every move was 
monitored — by cricket fans, 
journalists, admirers and even by 
a team-mate or two. assessing this 
different kind of celebrity through 
narrowed eyes. 

Before entering the nets; 
Wame, chewing gum all the time, 
obliged the autograph-hunters 
and cast an occasional glance of 
his own across the great divide 
between fame and the relative 
anonymity that was his territory 
until 1,490 days ago. 

"It was the greatest ball I 
have ever bowled." he would say 
later. "1 was pretty nervous before¬ 
hand, knowing of all the history 
and tradition that goes with Ashes 
Test matches, and I just tried to 
land it When it hit the stumps, 
you could tell from my reaction 
that I was pretty pleased.” 

There was, though, one ques¬ 
tion on people's lips more than 
any other, and in the thoughts of 
those who dared not speak it is 
Wame; whose wicket-tally in the 
series to date is a derisory three, 
still capable of bowling the ball 
that ripped past Gatting’s outride 
edge? 

The question was on Wame's 
mind too. judging by the number 
of leg-breaks he sent down. He 
often does not try too hard in 
practice, idling a few seamers to 
save his shoulder, but yesterday 
he really tried. No sooner did he 
bowl a ball than he dived into 
conversation with Terry Jenner, 
who was doing a spot of monitor¬ 
ing of his own. 

Jenner is Wame’s guru and 
whenever he is around — he 
arrived to lead a supporters’ 
group before the Lord’s Test, 
when Wame showed" signs of 



Wame, his fingers protected by plasters, warms upjbefore 
the Australians’practice session at Old Trafford yesterday 


returning to form, and goes bade 
to Australia next week—Wame is 
generally reckoned to be a more 
content and serene figure. 

"Of course Shane can still bowl 
the big leg break," Jenner said. 
“He has still got the biggest leg- 
spinner in world cricket He just 
produces it less often these days 


and everyone wants to analyse 
him piece by piece. | 

"1 watched the first Test'match 
at Edgbaston on television and 
thought 'His action lorries great 
— why is the ball not Spinning?’ 
He uses me as his Jboundng- 
board and I would s^nd him a 
fax if 1 saw anything wrong, but 


I have had no need to on this 
four." 

Jenner has known Wame for 
six years. They met at die cricket 
academy in Adelaide, where Jen¬ 
ner, who played nine Tests for 
Australia in the early 1970s. was 
■ coaching and Wame a prom ising 
but raw youth. Jenner had recent- 
ly been in jail for embezzlement 
Wame was something of a rebel 
and they struck up an immediate 
friendship 

Jenner concedes there are dif¬ 
ferences between Wame now 
and the way he was in 1993* “In 
those days, he was still discover¬ 
ing himself. Every ball w as an 
adventure, every hall more excit¬ 
ing than the last He actually 
bowled two balls to Graham 
Gooch at Old Trafford four years 
ago that were better than the one 
he gave Gatting, but everyone 
remembers that one because it 
was the first 

“An awful lot of water has 
Bowed under the bridge since 
then. He bowls a ball it does not 

‘Jenner seemed 
unaware it isn’t 
planned to let 
Wame near a 
dry, dusty pitch’ 

spin and he asks himselfwhy. It is 
hard to bowl like an exuberant 23- 
year-okl when you have found out 
everything, but Shane has put in a 
lot of hard work and he will have 
an impart on this series before it is 
over. We have yet to see him bowl 
on a wearing{ritrit on a fourth or 
fifth day." 

Jenner seemed unaware that it 
is not planned to let Wame 
anywhere near a dry, dusty pitch, 
that the damp weather and emer¬ 
ald pitches are all part of the 
English conspiracy. Wame him¬ 
self spoke of his belief that he 
would eventually come across a 
favourable pitch and this perhaps 
signals the main change in him. 
Four years ago, he turned balls in 
flue most unpromising conditions 
and thought nothing of it. 

Life has changed for Wame in 
another way. East weekend, his 
wife; Simone, gave birth to then- 
first child, another Impo rtant 
delivery he wfll forever associate 
with a tour of England. There was 
talk that he might-briefly return 
home after die game, but dial idea 
has been scotched. Whether fa¬ 
therhood has expanded his sense 
of adventure and will have a 
positive effect on Lris game, the 
next five days may tdL 


EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER 



The Times offers you a selection of adventure 
sports throughout Britain this summer with 
discounts of 50 per cent off normal prices. 

You can choose from more than 15 activities 
anytime before September 30,1997, subject to 
availability. Details will appear in The Times 
daily until July 12. Collect four tokens, attach 
them to a voucher and book your visit in 
advance with the relevant company. When 
you make your payment forward your 
voucher and tokens to validate your discount 
Readers are responsible for taking out their 
own holiday and accident insurance cover. 

•Owing to a printing error, yesterday's token and information 
about rally driving appears today. 



'Lu-- _ _.— 


THE TIMES ADVENTURE SPORTS VOUCHER 


Send this form with the necessary numbor of differently numbered \ 
tokens to the address of the adventure sport you want to take up. I 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms-Intel. 

Address.—--- 


.Surname 


-. Postoode, 


Day Tel — 


Evenings 


If you would prefer not to receive information and otters from 
carefully selected by The Tkrm, please tick 

____— --—— _.______—i 
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cars. 


. with a voucher whidi 
.:dther: ; Brands 

^rivituLitAri "•»*.-'*.* '• :v-..aft 


To .experience the true sensation of flying, take to the air ina microlighL 
Soaring 1.500 feet above fields and forests is thrilling—and safe. Flowered..' 
by a small engine, its relatively slow takeoff and landing speeds, coupled - 
with remarkable stability, make microlight flying affordable and fan. And 
with one-to-one tuition from experienced instructors you. wifi soon learn how 
to master the thermals and makefile most of the wind currents,. . ./ 
Readers can choose from three microlight specialists across the country -. 
saving 50 per cent on their normal prices. Windsports Training offers •. 
readers one hour's tuition with a trial flight for just £32^0or £37-50 for half; 
an hour. Ultraflight Aviation gives you a one-hour flying lesson for £35. Arid 
Microlight Sport Aviation offers a 20-minute flight with pre- and post-flight 
briefings, plus, a certificate which can be logged towards farther training for . 
a pilots licence, for £25. ‘ _ 

Send your tokens, payment and the Voucher below to either: Windsports 
Training, Microlight Aviation Specialists, WomWeton Aerodrome, 
Kiikbymoorside, N. Yorks Y06 5RY. Tel: 01751433358; ' 

Ultraffight Aviation Ltd, Roddige Lane, Fradfey, Lichfield, Staffs-WSJ3 
8QS. Tfck01283 702193; Microlight Sport Aviation,' 3 Sflver Lane, West 
••Wickham, Kent BR4 OSG. Tel 0181-3250197. . , . 


TOMORROW; OUR EXCITING MULTI-ACTIVITY OFFER 
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LOCBRJDCE first-day of Jour; 
L anca shire won toss): Lanca- 
shhv, with all first-innuigs 
wickets in hand , are eight runs 
ahead of Middlesex * 

PLAYING alongside the Eng¬ 
land captain has cut both 
ways in the career of Peter 
Martin. He believes that it 
assisted his elevation to .Test 
status two years ago but ■ 
hastened the return journey 
when his form began to dip 
last season. The oitiy pity, for 
Martin yesterday was drat 
Michael Atherton was not In 
the slip cordon to witaess the 
best performance of his career. 

Arriving at Uxbridge ex¬ 
pecting die customary flat 
pitch, he was pleasantly sur- 
prised to discover that the 
surface contained - enough 
moisture to assist his medium 
pace and even happier on 


ByRichardHobson 

-hearing that Neil Fanrbrother 
had' won the fos^ After J6 
overs, Middlesex, the champ¬ 
ionship leaders, stood on 42 
for .seven and, despite a-part¬ 
nership of 54 betvreen Owais 
■ Shah andJamie Hewitt,'they 
succumbed for 118,. foe lowest 
total atthisground. 

‘ Martin, who later described 
the conditions-.as ^perfecr, 
. accounted for the first five 
widcris Ydiumg a;-nevv-ba]l 
spell of sevea overs from the 
Kavilion End fo'-which’-he 
conceded just eight runs. Ian 
Austforenroved RjcfaanUohh- 
son and; J^ques -^Caffis, and 
Martbr rriutned after lupch, 
this time from the tmipmanti- 
cally christeded-Tovm End, to 
finish.. the."innings;.. Only 
Waqar. Younis .lids .recorded 
bett^figijie^g^seasraithan 
Martin’s ttgmfor32. * 

**I have been -disappointed 


Cambridge easeinto 



By Jack Bailey 


LORD’S (first day of three; 
Cambridge won toss): Oxford 
University, with nine first- 
innings wickets in hand, are 
32S runs behind Cambridge 
University 

CAMBRIDGE University 
forsook the -practice estab¬ 
lished in recent tunes, of 
asking Oxford to bat upon 
winning the toss. Oxford's 
score-of more than 500 'last 
year and their own" slender 
bowling resources dictated a ■ 
course of piling on the runs / 
and hoping foat the sheer 
weight of them would prey 
upon , the enemy. So for. the 
mission is wefl on its way to- 
accomplishment. .. ' •• 

Cambridge emerged from 
an indifferent start to belae • 
hour Oxford’s bowling with 
gusto. The initial progress 
was made, by; Amu^[ v 55fogb,,, 
and Robin Jones, dofipg a 
partnership of 1% from 34 •' 
overs, after Oxford had re¬ 
moved both openers for 48. 
Then. W3I House and David 
Churton increased the tempo. - 

House was dominant in a- 
partnership of 124 for foe 

Belligerent 
Brown 
lifts gloom 

By A Correspondent 

EDGBASTON (first day of 
four; Warwickshire won toss):.- 
Surrey have scored 757 for six 
wickets against Warwickshire 

THERE was an early-season 
feel to proceedings on a rain- 
shortened day at Edgbastnn 
yesterday. The cobi. showery 
weather was more reminis¬ 
cent of April than Juty-.and- 
both sides looked rusty after a 
shortage of match practice 
during a soggy June. 

Only 50 overs wane possible 
between three interruptions 
for rain and bad light and, the 
only entertainment for • a 
sparse crowd was provided-by 
Alistair Brown’s belligerent 
46. 

Brown, with two champion¬ 
ship centuries in his previous 
four games, drove straight 
and often as he took eight 
fours and a pulled six off the 
Warwickshire attack before he 
nibbled Allan Donald to first 
slip, ■ , 

Donald also had Ward-tak¬ 
en by Frost the wicketkeeper, 
who was called up - when 
Piper, who was due to return 
from a suspension for drug- 
taking. withdrew with an 
Achilles.tendon injury.. 

Surrey contributed to their 
own downfall with some rash 
strokes and Welch was re¬ 
warded for some excellent 
swing bowling with figures of 

three for 44 of 20 overs- 


fourth w£dket and, after that.it 
was chiefly a matter of piling 
on foe runs before having ago 
at Oxford before! foe dose. 
Chariie Ughtfoot bore a, 
charmed fife before bong well 
taken low. down atfoe wcket, 
bur ■ Oxford met with no 
further disaster. 7 , ' . • • •' 

Oxford badLafeeady suf¬ 
fered enough disapporntment 
for 6qe day. Eariyhopeshad 
been c^sejJ by foe dismissal; 
of Ed _ S^th, second in the 

paid then rimgirf at sfip 
off thesapne bowler nine nuts 
later. Ratie&ge soon followed, 
playing fro stroke to Battar- 
bee’s first ball. 

. It also-led to false hopes of 
Oxford glory.-Singh quickly 
.established his mastery, mov¬ 
ing sergnely to 91 from 128' • 
Jmls. T??cn came House. Jike . 
Snuth under contract to Kent. 
His qufckfire 94 included 14 
fours and two sixes to foe 
short square fog boundary. 
AD three fell victim to Pateh a 
wholehearted trier, whose six 
for 110 was by some way a 
career best " 


•. over the last 12 months to have • 
slipped from being the fourth-; 
choice England bowler to 
about ihe twentieth. If I keep 
: bowling like this, then maybe 
somebody will pride up an 
ear,". Martin said. 

■ That certain somebody 
might be Mike Gatting. The 
England selector became the 
fond, of Martin’s victims when 
Andrew FUntuff took a catch 
off bat and pad at third slip. 

: Gatting . took out his frustra¬ 
tion on one of the squash 
courts behind the pavilion, but 
. saw enough later to recognise 
-. Tlw quality of the performance. 

- As the pitch began to dry. so 

- batting became easier. When 
-. Lancashire replied, Nathan 

•Wood recorded his maiden 
championship half-century 
and helped his side to take the 
lead without the loss of a 
wicket before heavy rain 
brought a premature close. 

-In achieving their first win 
of the season against Worces- 
.. tors hire on Monday Lanca¬ 
shire “removed the weight of a 
grand-piano from our shoul- 
. - ders" according to Martin.To 
follow it froth a second success 
immediately wOl be no mean 
achievement, considering the 
absence of Crawley. Galtiah, 

. Watkinson and Wasim 
Akram as well as Atherton. ' 

" An. element of good fortune 
helped them on their way 
yesterday. In the fifth over. 
Weekes. attempting to drive 
Martin-through mid-wicket, 

• hit Wood, at short leg, on foe 
neck, and saw foe fielder 
grasp the • ball instinctively. 
After a long deliberation the 
- umpires, declared themselves 
satisfied: that ball had not 
strode Wood on foe helniet 

- before resting in his-haiids. ' 

Four balls later, Raropra- 
kash edged an expansive drive 
to Hegg, before Ifooley offered 
a. second catch to the 
wicketkeeper in attempting to 
fendoff a rising ball. 
Fairbrofoer held a smart 
chance offered by Kallis while 
Johnson, perished, shoulder¬ 
ing arms. • • 

Hewitt went for his strokes 
immediately and Shah under¬ 
lined his promise with some 
crisp shots off his legs. How¬ 
ever. Hewitt drove Martin 
tamely to mid-off and Shah 
fell leg-before. 


A grinning Martin is congratulated after taking his seventh wicket yesterday 

Determined 
Byas spoils 
festive air 


Robinson grasps his 
chance to impress 


By I vo TEnnant 


CHELMSFORD (first day of 
four, Somerset won loss): Som¬ 
erset, with eight firsx-innings 
wickets in hand, are 23S runs 
befundEssex 

BUOYED by the failings of 
the championship leaders at 
Uxbridge, Essex, who are two 
points behind Middlesex, ulti¬ 
mately made something of 
their first innings after they 
had been pu t in to bat and lost 
nine wickets for 21f. A tena¬ 
cious innings of 78 by Darren 
Robinson and a last-wicket 
stand of more levity between 
Ashley Cowan and Peter Such 
enabled them to reach a total 
of 280. Mark llott then took 
wickets with the first two balls 
of Somerset's reply. 

As Keith Fletcher admitted. 
Robinson is irvneed of a decent 
run in foe side. The difficulty 
Essex have is how to accom¬ 
modate him when Hussain is 
available. This was his second 
championship half-century of 
the season, made with 14 fours 
in almost 4b hours, but it was 
only his fourth match. 

There was little movement 


through foe air or off the pitch, 
but few batsmen gathered 
their runs with alacrity. 
Gooch, who. hallway through 
the season, is averaging 245S. 
was taken at second slip in foe 
sixth over. Stuart Law was 
bowled playing across the line 
at Kerr and only Prichard, 
whose half-century came at 
almost a run a ball, countered 
the seamers with any aggres¬ 
sion — that wasuntil Cowan 
was joined by Such. Their 
partnership realised 66 unex¬ 
pected runs, for although the 
former is conceivably an all- 
rounder in the making and 
should be batting above llott. 
Such en terrains in every sense. 

In spite of being hit on his 
helmet, which prevented him 
from fielding at foe start of 
Somerset's innings, he played 
with no little spirit The 
match is splendidly balanced 
after llott had Bowler leg- 
before offering no shot and 
then, with his next ball, had 
Ecclestone caught at second 
slip. Prichard knocking the 
ball up for Gooch to take the 
catch. 


AFTER counting lost time, 
points and revenue, Leicester¬ 
shire, the county champions, 
belatedly launched their an¬ 
nual Grace Road festival yes¬ 
terday through the purposeful 
bowling of Vince Wells and 
James Ormond. Yorkshire 
countered with David Byas 
making .a pugnacious, un¬ 
beaten 66. including 12 fours 
from 75 balls, as the visitors, 
after winning foe toss, 
reached 149 for five. Play was 
restricted to 42 overs through 
a combination of wet run-ups 
and bad light 

Byas drove freely off the 
front foot and also prevented 
a hat-tiick after Wells had 
lured Lehmann into spooning 
a catch to cover and dismissed 
Parker leg-before. 

Two of the contenders for 
the championship, Glamor¬ 
gan and Gloucestershire, 
were frustrated by rain at 
Swansea, where only seven 
overs were bowled. Glamor¬ 
gan, put in to bat on a slow, 
seaming pilch, had reached 19 
without loss when the persis¬ 
tent drizzle turned into a 
steady downpour. 



MAIDSTONE (first 'day of 
four Northamptonshire won 
toss)r’Kent have scored 306 
ageanst Northamptonshire 

SINCEKent first pitched their 
marquees in Maidstone in 
1857, Mote Park has gamed 
something of a reputation as a 
place to score runs. Percy 
Chapman made foe top score 
,bwepf260 agabist Lancashire 
1 in I927-. and two years ago, 

; Kent.and Derbyshire, spear- 
• headed by double centuries 
from Aravinda de Silva and 
Chris Adams,-, churned out 
1,532.runs in thefr.champion¬ 
ship match. 

'•.Yesterday, tlfougTi. it 


By Barney Spender 

changed character. It was a 
day for the bowlers. The rain 
had left foe pitch a lively shade 
of green and the overcast 
conditions, which prompted 
Rob Baileys derision to field, 
gave his bowlers enough assis¬ 
tances have Kent struggling 
for runs all day. 

Had luck gone their way, 
Northamptonshire would 
have skittled Kent for 150, but 
as often happens when sides 
are struggling, fortune fa¬ 
voured their opponents and 
Kent dug themselves out of 
trouble, with spirited fifties 
from Nigel Liang and Paul 
Strang. Indeed, by the dose, 
they could claim to have 


Drakes sets the tone 
for Sussex revival 


Pakistanis in go-slow 


TRENTBRIDGE(first day of 
three: Pakistan A won toss): 
Nottinghamshire have 
scored 298 for .nine wickets 
against Pakistan A 

DESPITE Pakistan A’s con¬ 
temptible over-rate at Trent 
Bridge yesterday—they bare¬ 
ly managed. 12 *2 ' overs an 
hour —the tourists, in their 
opening fixture; made steady 
progress through foe Notting¬ 
hamshire batting lrne-up (Ru¬ 
pert Cox 'writes). Only a 
surfeit of extras, plus a bris¬ 
tling innings from Graeme 
Archer, permitted the home 
team to reach 298 for nine 

before bad tight truncated 

proceedings. 

The Pakistanis* 21-yearokt 


fast bowler, Shoaib Akhtar. 
epitomised their tardiness in 
the day’s second over. It lasted 
11 minutes, contained four no¬ 
balls. several false-starts and 
foe wicket of a bemused Paul 
PoDanL However. Akhtar re¬ 
covered sufficient composure 
to capture four for 71, and 
expase.a genuine talent 
Nottinghamshire made a 
flamboyant start, capitalising 
on some erratic bowling, and 
were - later stabilised by a 
.thud-wicket stand of % be¬ 
tween Archer and Ashley 
Metcalfe. Archer constructed 
a season’s-best 81 with a six 
and ten fours, spanning 125 
balls, before becoming one of 
five victims for the 
wicketkeeper, laved Qadeer. 


enjoyed the better of the 
day. 

With the Cambridge pair of 
Ed Smith and Will House 
joining foe county after the 
Varsity match, Llong may 
have been feeling under in¬ 
creasing pressure of late, but, 
coming to foe crease in foe 
tenth over when Taylor and 
Akram had reduced Kent to 31 
for three, he played with solid 
assurance in making 57. He 
hit eight fours, including two 
in the same over off Boswell — 
a rasping square cut followed 
by a fine on drive which owed 
more to timing than power — 
and found a staunch ally in 
Wells, who was watchfulness 
personified in making 26 from 
117 balls as the pair added 94 
in 33 overs. 

Then Akram returned to 
pluck out Wells’s middle and 
leg stumps and the innings 
went into decline as Kent 
slipped to 149 for six. Llong 
fished outside off stump and 
edged to second slip and 
Fleming topedged a pull to 
Taylor at mid-wicket three 
thrilling boundaries having 
been his only scoring shots. 

That brought about Kent’s 
second recovery, a partner¬ 
ship of 67 between Strang and 
Marsh. The captain became 
the third of Akram*s four 
victims when he hooked to 
Snape at long leg. but Strang, 
m his uniquely inventive style, 
worked his way to an excel lent 
55 and. with some ebullient 
hitting from Phillips, assured 
Kent of a third batting point 


By James Allen 


ARLWDEL first day of four: 
Worcestershire won toss): 
Worcestershire have scored 
J85 for eight wickets against 
Sussex 

SUSSEX did not perform yes¬ 
terday like a ream for whom 
the season is already a lost 
cause. In conditions favouring 
swing bowling, they restricted 
Worcestershire to 185 for eight 
before rain brought a halt to 
play at tea. It was a whole¬ 
hearted effort, but until Sussex 
bat. what constitutes a good 
score on such a slow surface is 
a matter for conjecture. 

If ever a team should be 
inspired by its surroundings, 
it is here and Sussex began as 
ir galvanised by the wonderful 
setting, no one more so than 
Vasbert Drakes, who was 
Worcestershire’s principal tor¬ 
mentor. Pitching the tall up, 
the Barbadian took the first 
three wickets and would have 
had a fourth had Mark New¬ 
ell been able to hang an to an 
edge from Spiring. 

Curtis was legtafore to one 
that nipped bade and Weston 
was adjudged likewise when 
only halMorward. Having 
found foe edge of Hicks’ bat, 
Drakes completed liis distin¬ 
guished days work with a 
diving catch at point that 
removed Leather dale. 

On Hick’s departure, Wor¬ 
cestershire were a parlous 38 
for three. Moody, who had 
opted to tax first established 


himself with some imperious 
strokes that suggested he was 
intent on justifying his deri¬ 
sion single-handed. He seem¬ 
ed nonplussed when Kirtley 
switched to the Castle End. 
from which Drakes had pros¬ 
pered. and had him taken at 
the wicket 

Moody h3d dealt harshly 
with Khan, the leg-spinner, 
and Martin-Jenkins, who was 
making his first champion¬ 
ship appearance for nearly 
two years, but nobody could 
matd) his authority. Spiring 
sparred at a wide one from 
Kirtley and was caught on foe 
third man boundary. A simi¬ 
larly rash stroke was 
Leafoerdale’s undoing and 
Keith Newell, who swung the 
ball appreciably, collected a 
second wicket when he bowled 
LampitL 

For Sussex, it was a far cry 
from foe detade at Swansea 
last week, yet it remains to be 
seen whether foe management 
reshuffle that followed has 
any profound effect, because it 
was the batting that let them 
down there, as it has for much 
of the season. Tony Pigott. the 
chief executive, is taking a 
keener interest in playing 
matters, but it was the coach. 
Desmond Haynes, whom the 
team grouped around on the 
outfield before play began. 
The bowlers responded: now it 
is up to Haynes and Pigott to 
get some more runs out of the 
batsmen. 


YESTERDAY'S SCOREBOARDS 


Britannic Assurance 
county championship 
Essex v Somerset 

CHELMSFORl- ifra eat „| love StvrxiT-ff 
non Dfi) SOfKfCet. rr!h irtih* !f;,'-tnr.rKir. 
k ictels m tonfi. ac 236 ion'-. 

ESSEX; F«M Irnifi— 

G A Gooch c Pariori. h Srm..- £ 

-P J Puchad c £;cJey-:i.v- o 51 

D D J RotooHon c end b S-jr-? 76 

Si5l3*bKen 5 

R C ||£I a C Hefitcra Ci *v."r !4 

A P Gtevscn b net* e 

D R Lnt Bat D Rose t 

iR i Raflow tew; b Ken 77 

U C lion to* b Ken . 0 

A P Cowan not col 

P M Such c Iuitki 0 Snvie 14 

Etfras (0 4 to 13 «3i 75 

Total (84.4 over:)... 280 


FALL OF WICKETS 1IJ 2 72 ^78 4-1E 
S-143. fries 7-51 r. 6-91C. 9.0:4 
BOWLKG Shine rt -S-E-73- 1 . Rose 2J-& 
79-2. Ken 25-4 Si-i c^oo-c. 13 ' 17-0 
Herzbetg 10-5-0 

SOMERSET; F*-l lr.nr.gi 
*P D Bcwrlci few t> lie': 0 

P C L Holkwiay ol.i 10 

S C Ecde-Jone c cVvch b itan 0 

M N LaJfTAt-S rej> iul j£l 

Extras 1* 2| 2 

Toni (2 wMsl 17 oversi_ .42 

M Bums. K A Paeons. IP J Turner. G 0 
Rase J1D Ken K J Sr«ne and S 
10 bed 

FALL Cf WICKETS 1-0 20 
BOWUNG UM1 7-2.20-2. Co«.r, -1J6-0 
Suofi -J -' j-V Outsort CO-5-i.- 
Bonus points 2 Sameisd 4 
Urnpues ft Jukan ar<0 M J ► I'ctxn 

Glamorgan v 
Gloucestershire 

SWANSEA I’lifsJ Ojy ;our LMxiseSKr 
shire won lossl - GGrrioi gen fuse 19 

lor no mdel otw-rs: Gkxjcezietchti 
GLAMORGAN Far Inrj^p; 

S P Janes r<M out e 

H Morns nos cut ICi 

Emai it- 1.nb2i 3 

Tort I no wfcL 7 oversj __19 

A DMo. -M P M.-ryni-a p t Coney. '5 P 
tA D Euan t,7ao -ji Yot.n>* £- 0 
Thomas E L '.Y£Tm i-id D A Cb1>4M 10 UL 
COWLING Lean: 4-1-9-0 loung J-fr?-4 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE; TJ J Trsir**. A J 
Wngh) > P Sheerer M A Lynch S l'yjnq. 
•M W ASeyne. :P C Pit-sea 7 H C. 
Hmtcgc*. M C J J J Lews, ft P C'j/r. 
Umpires ACIaitsMiandAGTYSriiiehc-ad. 

Kent v Northamptonshire 

MAJOSTiTNf iIjs: da,- o' ou 
d men ore nre *w» ic-ss) Kets *uvt scorch 
30o jgamsr M.'iAmp.'onsmro 

KENT: Fast Innings 

D P Futon Jtw b 1 £ 

U J Ha&ja c Wanen b Taykx . . 6 

T R Kbib C Rlpte, b Akrarr, . . 9 

A P Wens b Ahrarr. ...26 

U J Lionel c Suiey b Taytc* 57 

M V Ftenwig c Taylor b Curran IS 

P A SI rang c Bosneii b Snape . 55 
*fS A Mareh c Snaps b Akram . 22 

B J Philips b Akram . 47 

J 3 D Thompson b Snape 11 

A P Iggtesden not out 0 

Eoras |D4 lb6. m3. nb24i . 37 

Tort (101 3 ovemt ..306 

FALL OF WICKETS MO 2 31 3-31.4-125 
5-141, 6-149. 7-215. 8-248. fr274 
BCNVLKi/G. Mosn 213-6-56-4. Taylor 26-2 
95-3. Bosurt 16-0-66-0. Curan 156-32-1; 
Snape 23-8-47-2 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE-' M £ Loye. R J 
Warren. ‘R J Bailey. K M Damn. T C 
Wdton. O J G Sales. tDRpley.JN Snape. 
J P Tayta. M Akram. S A J 
Bonus pomls Kent 3 Nonh^npronsrirc 4 
Umpires H DB*d and V A Hotter 

Leicestershire v Yorkshire 

LECESTER iftrsl -iay 0/ lour Ytttshue won 
Icbss.I VorksTwe have scored 149 lev five 
unckefs agarrsr Leicesters/we 

YORKSHIRE: Fm innings 
M D Mcnon b Miibly . 21 

A Modem tow b Omano . . 28 

■DByas.no/ out .. .... 66 

D 5 Letirunr c Maddy b WOb . . 3 

B Parker BwbWefe ... 0 

C Wire b Pierson 17 

TR J Biatwy not out . .0 

Extras lb 1.1b 3. r*. 101 _M 

Tort (5 wtete, 42 oweral..—. 149 

P J Harttov. C E W S-hienwod. R D Skmrp 

and R J Sidebonom To bar 

FALL OF WICKETS 141.2-67 3-86 4-86 

5-146 

BCWJNG- MSns WF3frO. MutJy 156- 
44-1. Ptersor S^-11-1. Ormond 6-2-19-1; 
Wefc 6-0-352 

LEICESTERSHIRE: V J Welfc 0 L Maddy. I 
J Suickfle. ’J J Wlwaker. M C Johnson. B F 
SrirlK tP A Nbph D J Mdlns. .1 Ormond. A 
H K Person. A D MuliEv 
Bonus pons: L«ces1ersh»e 2 YorksTmo 0 
Umpres N T FVnvs and P WiHey 

Middlesex v Lancashire 

UXBRIDGE ffttsr day el lour: Lancashire 
won loss). Lancashte. *i!/i jB firsr-mnmgs 
wickets H hand, ae eight runs ahead of 

Middlesex 

MIDDLESEX; Fusl limmgs 
PNWeeM&c Wood b Marlin 9 

J H KaB6 c Farttoihei b Austoi . 14 

•M R RampraJjasb c Hepg b Martin . 0 

M W 6aHmg c Fkruoll b Marlin 0 

J C Pootoy c Hegg b Martin 1 

TK R Brcwn c Flimolt b Martin 0 

O A Shah Ibw b Mamn .... 32 

R L Johnson b Ausim . . 0 

J P Hertftt c Fochaid b Martn 29 

ARC Fieset c Uoyd b Martin . 7 

P C R Tufr** nro -xil 11 

Exiras (t> 2 .nb 14i _J6 

Tort P9.S ov*«s) 


FALL OF WJCkfTS T-16. 2-16.3-20 4-32. 
536. 536. 7-12. 596. 9-101 
BOWLING Martin 14 5-4 32-8 ^vadiord 7- 
0430; Ausim 12-4-352. Keedy 5350. 
Yales i-1-OO 

LANCASHIRE: Frzl Irmmgs 

S P T*chard no/ cm.49 

N Wood not oui 67 

E>*as fw2, nb8j . .. 1b 

Tort (no wkL 50.1 ewers)_126 

•N H Fartxahef, G O UovC. A Final. 1 D 
Austin. tW K Hegg. P J Mann G K*ody. G 
Yales and D J Shader d 10 bar 
BOWLING Heiwi 10-332-Cr Fraser 11-2- 
330. TumeB 14-2-29-0; Johnson 9 1-324- 
ft Kate 3-1 -7-0- Weekas 3-2-10 
Bonus ports- Mridlese* 0 Lancashire 4 
Undoes- J Haidar and J C BaUMsJone 


Sussex v Worcestershire 

AFUNOSL (.‘asf day e! tour Waccatrchae 
mcmioiii Mtorcestfishinr nave -ewed 185 
for cqT'I * r.cfois agara Sussex 

WORCESTERSHIRE Fire; Irmc^s 
7 SCurto bwb Drakos . . .-3 

W P C Werfon tew1 b Drakes . . 8 

G A Hek c M«in.JeT*jns b Oatri 4 
K R Sp«inn c Khan b Fjiiley 36 

■T M rJaofly cfJaac-bKniicy .. 43 

G R Havne? c Moore-, b Robinson 2 
D A LeairwUi-} c DreAec b K Ne-«« . 34 
tS J Rnodiis r.cJ art . 20 

S R L&.T4MI b K. Noisioll . 5 

P J HCMtKrt nor out J J 

Edias ilb ia. w J. nt 2) . 16 

Total 18 wto. 704 owera) ...-185 

A s»w:y» 10 to l 

FALL OF WOE1S- MU. 2-19. 3 V 4-102. 
5106 5111. 7-154. 8-15? 

BOWLING. DlukCS 200-333. Kjfiicv 164- 
6-39-2 RtWvxfl 13?-351; Martrt- JenHns 
6-0-250: khan 51-340- K kfe-.v.ini-4-19- 
1 

SUSSEX.- C W J A;ney. UTE f^nce N H 
Taylor, b M ftenrfl R S C Maw- 

Jcrkir*. • fP f3o«es. V C Drakes. A A Khan. 
MAflobUHJfi. RJKrtoy. 

£jnns ports Suseex 3 Wdrcafitert/we 0 
Ump»t3 A A Jones and R Palmer 

Warwickshire v Sumy 

EDGBASTCW (liral oay o» tew. Uamrok- 
5h»e won toss). Surrey have scored IS7 tor 
»rrt£13 agam Wjrm&itvfo 
SLBWEY; Irwins 
j P Paidflc- Km b Welch 9 

G J Kerins t- Wal* . • 16 

< J .’.aro z Fica b OonoJd 18 

■AJ HokivSeter*-1 Brawn 31 

A D Brown c OsH« b Donald . 46 

C C Lews c Hemp b Welch . 9 

1 j A knee noi out .2 

1.1 P EiCkrtfl na out 11 

E rtf as lb 4. to 3. nb 21 15 

Total 16 writs, 50 oven).157 

A J Tuda. 1 D K Salisbury arrt SaqLam 
Mosrca^ 10 ton 

FALL OF WICKETS' 1-25.2-26 3-5V 4-95. 
5144. 6-144 

BOWLtkj Donald 14-3-4B-2; Walcn 20A 
44-3 Giles 2-O-e-O. Bio-Jin 12-6-JO-1 imrth 
1-0-10-0 

WARWICKSHIRE. A J Motr-s ’N V Knew 
C L H«.rrp. D P dollar. T L Penney. 0 R 
Erown N M ft Smflh. tl Fro-j. G Welch A F 
Giles. A A Donald 

Bonus ff.wlH Waranci*jdw* 2 Surrey 0 
UmpcK- D J CotKiani and ft E Palmer 

NO PLAY: CTwslw-W-Street Durham <r 
HatTiporrao 


Tour match 
mfo: 
'aki« 


Pakistan A 

TREWT BRIDGE ihrst day iN mree P-JrsMn 
A won mss) f Jon -ngt-ams tntu have scored 
2SS lor rime nzkcls sgainsl Parisian A 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE; Fiisl kwigo 
P R F-oilaid c Jsvcud b Shoaib 
■R T Robnscr c Javard b Abdul 
G F Araner c Javnid b Azh -11 . . 

A A Mercaile o All b Shacto 
M P Dcwvman c Javaid b Azr>at 
U Alzaal c Muhammad b Shoaib 
C M Tofley Ibw b Atrtul 
TL N P WaKea Ibw b Snoate- 
R T Bale? c JaL-ard b Arlrar 
P J Frank* not «jt 
M N Bowen nor oui 
Edias (b 2. lb 4. nb 46] 


Total (Bwkts) - 


. 10 
. 18 
. 81 
39 
3 
..17 
.2 
34 
13 
29 
0 

• 

_298 

FALL C«F WICKETS 1-23. 2-59. 3-155. 4- 
164. 5193. 6 - 202 . 7-217. 5266. 9-279 
eOWUNG Abdul Razak 161-3802 
Shoaib Akhtar 152-71-4. Azhar fjlahmood 
25569-3 Shoaib Mall 14-1-f.l-O Mu*omd 
Jamshed 1-0-11-0 

PAKISTAN A: Saleem Elatn. All Naqvi, ■ 
Muhammad Waseem. Muyihid Jamsned. 
HassanPlaza. Shoaib Mol*. Rana Oayyjm. 
t Javaid Oadeer. Azhar Mahmood. Shc-aib 
AUriar Abdul Razzok 
Umpires B Duflmon and N G Cawiev 

University match 

Cambridge v Oxford 

LORDS 1 lua day m rrn^e; CimbnOge man 
lass) Oxford, wuh rune htsf-mnngs vtickeb 
m hand, are 333 runs behind Cambridge 

CAMBRIDGE; Fksi Innings 
J Rarledge lb* b BaHarboe . ...19 

E T Strum •; Morgan b Panel.14 

■A Smgh c Batiaroee b Paid . . . 91 

R 0 Jonas c and b Pawl. 58 

W J House Ibw b Paiel ... 94 

O J Hughes tew b Paiei .... 4 

ID R H Churton c Hudson b BaTuebao 44 
P S Jones nor ow . 5 

A N Jamscti c Morgan b Part 4 

Edras (b 2. t> 11. wd. nb 4| . _25 

Total (Bwktsdec) -358 

J W O Freefh and E J How dd not oat 
FALL OF WICKETS 1-30. 2-48. 5186. 4- 
217.5223. 5351. 7 353.5362 
BOWLIN'S- Averts 18-1-88-0 Patel 253- 
1108. Balrthee 16-1-552 WagnCI-3-69- 
0 Hudson 2-0-22-0 

OXFORD: First Inrungs 
C G R bghttooi c Churlcn b Hew . .. .8 
B W Byrne no) 01/1 ..10 

TA P Scnv noi out. .3 

Edias Pb 1w 6) ^9 

Total (1 wkt)-30 

-M AWagh PG Morgan JAGFuBon. RD 

Hudson. C Part. J M M Avoirs L G 

Buchanan and C M Ram art** 10 bat 

FALL OF WICKET 1-25 

BOWUNG- P S Jones 8-2-150. How 7-3- 

151 

Umpreo- B Leadbeara and D R Shepherd 



Phillips: scored 47 for Kent 


FIXTURES 


CRICKET 
Third ComhR Tea match 
1 1 0. (ksJ day or live, 90 overs mjtrrrjir 
OLD TRAFFORD: England v Australia 

Brteemic Asowance 

county championship 

1 1 0 second day of tour. >04 overs 

jimtMfnjny 

OCSTER-LE-STREET: Durham v 
Hamoahlre 

CHELMSFORD; Essex v Somerset 
SWANSEA: Glamorgan v Gtouceorerahm;- 
MAl DSTOkC : Hem v Ncdnamplonsbae 
LEICESTER: Lacdsienhie»YorksNe 
UXBRIDGE Mlddloceri v Lancasbre 
ARUM3EU Sussex v Woccesieftore 
EDGBASTON: Ylawncftshir v Surev 
Tour match 

11 0. second day erf ttnee 

TRENT BRIDGE' Noningharndvre v 

PNuaranA 

University match 

tl 0. second day at three 

LORD’S; CMad v Cambridge- 


SECOND XI CHAMPIONSHIP (rtwd dav of 
louri Chestertrtd: Cftibysnue v Leiceslus- 
rtnre [second day o) rnmei Btfeloi: 
GKuOfeSlershiio v Sumi-y Uxbridge, RAF 
Vteia Lane: hfcddlesen v Vrardown 

Park; Norrhamprcnsruic u heni Worksop 
CC: Nottm^framshre v Esse* Taumon: 
SomeracH v Glamorgan Worcester 
Wotceuudvie v Wanvrtudrire Tod- 
morden: Yorkshri? v Durham 
MINOR COUNTIES CHAMPIONSWP (fi¬ 
nal day ol iwtii Cannodc Sidttcrdibne v 
Cambndgedr'ire 

OTHER SPORT 

BOWLS: Men's home inKvnaiionai ia>d 
Bidisai toamptonship:. iai Wonnmgi: Scot¬ 
tish women's national ctarr**onsUp£ i« 
Ayr). 

GOLF: Miaphy s lush Open id Drias Gfcn. 

County IMcMdm: Lawrence Baity Senrcrs 

far HuddHsJrtdj 

ROWMG: Hcnlev tcvN togaia 

TENNIS: A# England Champnonsitps ia 

Wmbfedonj 
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The Spread ofbets we’re offering on the Ashes won’t leave you stumped, for choice 

offer on ihe’Ashes is enormous faets beiveen fwo batsmen or bowlers. Hov/s | lb: Gty Index Ud. f Cardinal Court, 23 Thomas More Street, London El 9YY. 247 .fr : - ' 

tfiat for fl extbi hfy? i Plotac send me informaJkjn cicxrf Spraod Boding n Please coll me about your service* n ' " CITY J 




Tlw fcmg&'af bds we 

ancf knocks axwentidnal bating for. six. . 

Apart bom backing who is going to win/you can 

- bet on rf* total scored by a batsman,; total 

- wkkds taken by a P°Hicular bowler and even match 

NBiSpnad b^samy a, 


To find out more call David Harvey now on 
017-1 528 9887 or fill in the coupon. 

Spread belling is going to bowl you aver. 


i Nan*..__ 


..Address... 



j W: Day.... .1.-.. . ...... Evening. 


For a Great 

Spread of Bets 


i money yoc? can afford to lose. Spread betting may not be suitable for ail investors; therefore ensure that you Mly understand the risk mvoived and seek advice if necessary. 
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Class acts renewing their chivalrous rivalry 
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Sampras record in sight 


THE cheers rolled around No I 
Court like a summer storm, prompt¬ 
ing previously silent spectators to 
break into a spontaneous chant 
This came as same surprise to Pete 
Sampras, since a certain Tim 
Henman, the object of the crowd's 
affection, was nowhere to be seen. 

Sampras, struggling to come to 
terms with the false sense of security 
that threatened his progress to the 
quarter-finals, was too preoccupied 
by Petr Korda’s challenge to take 
offence. British tennis in its present 
guise might be a force of nature, but 
it would be a mistake to forget the 
sport's eternal verities. 

The world No 1 has had his bad 
match, survived in five sets yester¬ 
day afternoon. The bookmaling 
industry, hardly a charitable institu¬ 
tion, regards ram as a short-priced 
favourite to win his fourth Wimble¬ 
don title in five years. 


Koumikova 
passes 
’ with flying 
colours 


L et us be controversial 
today. No. let us be 
downright perverse. Let 
us start off by talking about 
Anna Koumikova's tennis. We 
will get down to the knickers 
in due course, but let us first 
talk about forehands and 
backhands. 

Koumikova, of Russia, un¬ 
seeded and 16. took an Iva 
Majoli, of Croatia, seeded 
No 4 and aged 19. Koumikova 
prevailed in the face of form 
and expectation and. to the 
shutter-clattering delight of 
the courts ide photographers 
{“great knicker shot"), won 
7-6. fr4. 

It was a match of revealing 
contrasts. With die intense, 
almost hysterical concentra¬ 
tion of these two teenagers, 
one was reminded irrestibUy 
of exams. Majoli was like the 
class swot doing her A levels: 
Koumikova like a teacher’s 
pet doing her O levels. 

They approach their exams 
indifferent ways, these school¬ 
girls. Majoli plays her tennis 
by the rote method. “Here, 
Shakespeare makes it clear 
that Polonius is an old man 
..She has studied how to 
pass, read all her Key Facts 
crib-sheets and she knows that 
if you do enough work and 
don’t forget your lessons, you 
generally pass. 

Her game is based on the 
principle of the metronome. 
Whack it to one side, whack it 
to the other. Sooner or later, 
your opponent will make a 
mistake. If you keep on and on 
banging the ball, it becomes 
inevitable that she will make 
more mistakes than you. So 


SIMON BARNES 



At Wimbledon 


you will win. It wont be pretty, 
but it will be victory. 

It is a philosophy that has 
brought her within touching 
distance of a top-three spot, 
but yesterday she came up 
against a schoolgirl who has a 
real feeling for her subject 
Koumikova has flair, inven¬ 
tion. courage to tty things and. 
when she gets a bit of height to 
play with, she has a forehand 
to die for. It travels hard, East 
and downwards, a tracer bul¬ 
let of a shot She delivers it like 
a Dostoevsky heroine slap¬ 
ping the face of a faithless 
lover. 

You had to be sorry for 
Majoli — or Iva the Diva, as 
she is nicknamed, for her 
locker-room fits of grandeur. 
This really was the draw from 
hell. For there happens to be a 
very well-kept secret in 
Majoli’S life: It is die great 
skeleton in her cupboard and. 


In the unlikely event of it being 
viewed dispassionately, today’s 
Centre Court collision with Boris 
Becker has a scope beyond 
Henmania and a substance the 
transcontinental cult built around 
Greg the Grin mil never acquire. It 
will be tinged with history, not 
tainted by hyperbole 

"This is what the game's all about 
for us, Boris and I,” Sampras 
acknowledged. “Wimbledon. The 
grand slams. Walking out together 
in front of a packed house. We've 
had some unbelievable matches in 
the past. We have a lot of respect for 
each other and know what to 
expect" 

Becker spoke like a kindred spirit 
**I always have a similar feeling 
about Wimbledon," he said. This is 
just ‘the place’. It is the most 
important, the most prestigious, the 
oldest tournament in the world.” 


Michael Catvitt welcomes a quarter-final 
clash of two of the game's greatest players 


These are not rheumy-eyed tradi¬ 
tionalists, relying on the invulnera¬ 
bility of hindsight They are serial 
champions with a darity of purpose 
developed by experience, mutual 
respect and a growing sense of their 
places in the sports structure. Each, 
remember, has won Wimbledon 
three times. 

Sampras has won ten of their 17 
meetings and regards the last, a 
tumultuous five-art victory in the 
ATP finals in Hanover Last Novem¬ 
ber, as “one of the best matches I've 
ever been part of. Neither has 
anything to prove to the other, 
except perhaps their ability to 
redefine the depth of their desire. 

“I've always admired him. how he 


handles being a superstar in 
Germany,” Sampras stressed, after 
he had allowed Korda to keep him 
on court for 3 hr 21min by winning 
third and fourth set tie-breaks. “It's 
so different for me in the Stares, 
where I'm kind of a regular guy. As 
a person and as a tennis player, 
Boris is a dass act." 

Becker, conscious of the cumula¬ 
tive strain of injury, believes he has 
another grand slam title in him and 
understands instinctively that this 
afternoon could be a pivotal occa¬ 
sion. He has a statesmanlike stature 
and the type of rational, reflective 
personality that earmarks him as 
the sport's natural successor to die 
late Arthur Ashe. He unashamedly 


hails Sampras as "a great champi¬ 
on" and will stir powerful emotions 
on the Centre Court, which he 
stresses is “that bit more special 
than any other in the world”. It will 
be an ideal stage, because anyone 
with such reverence of tradition 
strikes a chord. 

“Boris is a little older now and, in 
the eyes of the crowd, he might be 
the underdog,” - Sampras acknowl¬ 
edged. “I don’t look at ft this way. 
He’s as favoured to win as I am. I 
am sure the fans are looking 
forward to a good, dean match.” 

When Sampras is obliged to peer 
into the future, he sees nothing but 
the past. Hie has won nine grand 
slam tides and needs three more to 
equal the record, held by Roy 
Emerson. Bjorn Borg, Rod Laver 
and Bill Tilden are die only other 
three to have won more than 
Sampras. 







Koumikova bounds across court to attempt a forehand pass during her impressive victory over Majoli yesterday. Photograph: G31 Allen 


in revealing it, I believe I have 
something of a world scoop. 

Here is comes: Majoli is the 
French Open champion. No, 
really, 1 mean it This year’s., 
yes. she outbiffed Martina 
Hingis in the final. Most 
people with an interest in 
tennis will remember Hingis's 
defeat; only real buffs will 
remember Majoli "s victory. 

Now this is not something 
that gives Majoli deep and 
lasting pleasure. She is not one 
of those Sampras-like players 
who revel in a peculiar kind of 
stellar anonymity. She feels 
hurt, unwanted, unloved, un¬ 
cherished. The school swot 
wants to be teacher's pet and 
feels that she has a right to be 
loved as well as admired. 

And she has spoken up 


about this loud and dear — 
complained that the Women's 
Tennis Association (WTA) is 
keener on pushing its market¬ 
able kids than on cherishing 
its champions. They work to 
the detriment of those who 
have worked, sweated and 
actually won something. 

Majoli mentioned Venus 
Williams, who is unquestion¬ 
ably promising, American and 
black — but has done nothing. 
And she mentioned Koumi¬ 
kova, won nothing, but looks a 
million dollars, literally. 
Needless to say, these remarks 
did not go unappredated by 
Tsarina Anna and her equally 
unserf-like mother. 

So there were a few mean¬ 
ingful looks on court, a 
marked tendency to walk 


about a bit when your oppo¬ 
nent was about to serve. It was 
a pouting match and though 
you would always have 
backed Koumikova to win a 
pouting contest, the fact is that 
she also had the edge in tennis. 

And in knickers. Bade in toe 
1960s — at toe period when 
they were swinging rather 
than during toe follow-up to 
the Summer of Love — Mary 
Quant remarked that toe focal 
point of modem male and 
female fashion was toe crotch. 
It was a fearfully scandalous 
thing to say at the time. 

Short skirts come and go in 
street fashion, but they cannot 
do without them in tennis, 
which has made knickers a 
vital fashion item since the 
days of Gussie Moran. Frills 


are rather viewcjeu these days, 
but the Koumikova fashion 
statement, is black knickers 
beneath a white dress. The 
effect of this startling and 
determinedly eye-catching 
contrast might be more obvi¬ 
ous if she carried a notice that 
said “please look at ray knick¬ 
ers" — but only might 
But then Koumikova does 
not exactly play it as a little 
innocent Stalking through 
Roland Garros at the French 
Open this year (did you know 
that some one called Majoli 
won it by the way?) she was 
wolf-whistled at by a pair of 
chaps aware that Paris has its 
sordid reputation to keep up. 
She tossed them a contemptu¬ 
ous look over her shoulder and 
said: “You could not afford 


me.” No wonder the WTA is so 
keen on promoting her., - . _ 

Showing what she is made off 
is rather KoumSkoim's stAck-ih- 
trade — she was photographed 
in one of the Sunday papers 
with about a foot and a half of 
naked midriff on display—but 
yesterday she added more than 
a spot of tennis to the equation. 
She has a great appetite for the 
ball and a desire to work magic 
with it 

Whether she wffl have quite 
enough ammunition to get past 
Martina Hingis in the semi¬ 
final is another matter altogeth¬ 
er, but with her victory 
yesterday. Koumikova showed 
that she has arrived. We will see 
a great deal more of the tsarina. 
Tennis. I was talking about 
tennis. 


"Now I'm on my ninth tide, the 
record has been talked of a little 
more." he said. “Breaking it is 
something that I’ve talked about 
and thought about, because it is 
realistic that I could do it Itn 25 
and I feel I have five, six, seven 
years left in my career. But at this 
point I’m not worrying about 
anything but playing Boris." 

Inevitably, before he left to 
prepare. Sampras was prevailed 
upon to anoint Henman as The 
Next Big Thing. Being an essential¬ 
ly decent mart, he duly obliged. 
“Tim’s playing very well," he said. 
"When you’ve got that level of 
support from the fans, it can raise 
the level of your tennis. Last year, 
he came out of nowhere and he’s 
proved he’s for real. He'S here to 
stay." 

So, for toe record, is Pete 
Sampras. 


Tarango 
bows out 
on his best 
behaviour 

By Nick Szczepanik 

JEFF TARANGO has ac¬ 
quired something of a reput¬ 
ation over toe years: talented 
but wayward, at odds on 
different occasions with both 

S 'res and opponents. Yes- 
y. however, although the 
American finished on the los¬ 
ing side, he and his doubles 
partner, Jens Knippschild, of 
Germany, had nothing much 
to bellyache about 
They lost but then they 
probably expected to — they 
were playing against the No 1 
men's doubles seeds and hot¬ 
test of favourites, Mark 
Woodforde and Todd 
Wood bridge, of Australia. The 
Woodies are akin to a force of 
nature, you might as well 
complain about a volcano or 
an earthquake. True. 
Knippschild and Tarango had 
two break poirtts in the second 
game of the second set and 
could have pulled bade an 
earlier break, but toe 
Woodies, as they usually seem 
to. pulled things around. 

There was a disputed call by 
a line judge, but it was against 
the . German and when the 
official received a hard stare.it 
was Tarango who came over 
to act. as peacemaker - some 
mistake, surely? 

In the seats, there was an 
Australian cheering section, 
but the largest following for a 
doubles pairing is for the other 
Australians. Mark Phil- 
ippoussis and Patrick Rafter, 
who attract an international 
crowd, mostly female, for 
some reason. Yesterday they 
advanced tc the quarter-finals 
at tiie expense of StoUe and 
Suk before a packed No 18 
Court, the new show court 
Also through are Neil Broad, 
of Britain, and Piet Norval. of 
South Africa, who were 
straight-sets winners against 
the number six seeds, Ferreira 
and Galbraith. 


THE PITNB&B FPAtlRANCE BY RALPH LAUREN 
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Men's singles 
Winner £415,000 
Rwmer-vp E2O7J0O 
Holden FI Krefrra* (Hal) 

Fourth round 

P SAMPRAS (US) blP KORDA ICfl 64. 6 
3. 6-7.6-7. B-A 

T HENMAN (GSB) tX R KRAJICEK (Hoi) 7-6. 

6- 7, 7-6. 64 

Men's doubles 
Winners- Cl 70,030 
flunrwrs-t^r E85.Q10 
Holders T A Woodbridge (Aus) 
and M Woodforde (Aus) 

Third round 

J [WORKMAN and N KULT1 (Swe) H R 
LEACH and J STARK (US) 6-3,3-6, 6- 
3 

N BROAD (GB| and P NORVAL (SAJ W E 
FERREIRA (SA) and P GALBRAITH 
(US) 7-6. 7-6 

D JOHNSON and F MONTANA (US) U S 
Notetwom and F Wtbier (Hoi) 6-4. 64 
W Bach (2m) and J Grabs (US) bt B 
Bohrens (US) and C Haggard (SA) 7- 

T A WOODBRIDGE and M WOODFORDE 
(Aus) bl J Knippsctfld (Go) and J 
Taret-iqo (US) 7-5.6-4 
M PHIUPPOUSSBand P RAFTER (Ausl bl 
S STOUE (Aus) and C SUK (Crt 64. 

7- fi 

M DAMM and P VI2NSI (CZ) bt M 
KNOWLES (Bah) and D NESTOR 
(Cart 64. 6-4 

J aCNGH and P HAARHUtS (Hoi) bt S 
Groan (Hall) and S (frozen (Cro) 7-6. 

64 

Second round 

ELTNGH and HAARHUIS bl M dndrusha 
and G Staflud (SA) 6-4. 6-3 
Tuesday's late reofl 

WOOOBWDGE old WOOOfOfSK bl B 
MacPhe (US) and O Ml** (SA) 6-4. 

FMUPPOUSSIS and RAFTER U H Holm 
and N Hofan (Sen) 6-3, 64 

Woman's singles 
VWrar £373500 
Runner-up: CIB6 750 
HoWarSGral (Gor) 

Quarter-finals 

M HINGIS (Swtz) bl D CHodtara (CzJM. 

65 

A Kourrivova (Russ) bl I MAJCXJ (Cro) 
7-6,64 

J NOW3TNA (Cz) bl Y Bazufd flndd) 66.6 
A SAWCETEZ V1CAFTO (5p) bl N TauTiai (Ff) 

Forth round 

Tuesday's late result 

MAJOU bl ISPIRLEA (Rom) 67.6-1,9-7 

Kounfcova bl K SUKora (Cz) 24,6-2.63 

Woman's doubles 
Wroets' £147,010 
Rumen-up £73270 
Hokters: M Htags (Suritz) and 

H&AjowHGzT 

Third round 

E 5 H CaflonG (Befl and G Hdgoaan- 
Nfefafin (US) ft A FRAZER andKPO 
(US) 7-6,63 

M 4 FERNANDEZ and L M RAYMOND (US) 
bt KM ADAMS and LM Mcfffil (US) 
61. 76 

L A DAVENPORT (US) anJ J NOVOTNA 
(Cz) bt A FUSA1 (Ff) and R GRANDE 
(0)61.61 


M HMGiS rawtt) and A SANCHEZ 
VICARtOjSp) bt C RU81N (US) and B 
SCHULTZ-McCARTHY (Hah) 7-6. 67. 
1611 

Tuesday's late kbu# 

S APPELMANS (Bel) and M OREMAN5 
(HolJ U Y BAZUW (MO) and C M VIS 
(Hoi) 7-6.61 
Second round 

N KLUMUTA and N MJYAQ (Japaril ti A 
Kourtivova and E Lfthouteava (Russ) 
4-6. 62. 7-5 
Tuesday's late resifl 

Catena (Bel) and Hetgeson Nielson (US) bl 
AHuber fGer) and M Seles (US) 62. 

Mixed doubles 
mneraOZSOa 
Rumors-up £36,100 
Holden: C Suk (Cz) and 
HSukova (Cz) 

Second round 

K Braascfi and B Rtttnar (Gw) W K Jones 
(US) and K Kiras (Aus) 62. 67.64 
W Anhun (Aus) and T Krban (Staverta) M 
P ALBANti and M Paz (Aig) 64.62 
M Barnard (SA) and K Boogen (Hon bl A 
O'BRIEN and C MORAFUU (US) 2-6,6- 
4.63 

MBHUPATH (tofiaj aid R HRAKI (Japan) 
51F Masson and F Perfert (It; 66,7-5. 
63 

L Poos (Incfia) and R Dragorm (Rom) w/o 
M KNOWLES (Bah) and A 
KOURMKQVA (Russ) scr 
K Kteneor [US] and N Ifiyaqi (Japan) ttL B 
JENSEN (US) and K MADAMS (US) 7- 

D ADAMS (SA) and A FUSA1 (Ff) W Q 
Raoujf(Ff) aid LGotaraa fll)63,64 
G CONNELL (Can) end LA DAVENPORT 
(US) M D Orsartc and F Latsat (Arg) 6 

T Mfddtokxi end L M MgNd (US) U M 
Mmyi (Beta) and E UkhovCseua (Russ) 
7-6.64 


A O'BRIEN aid C MORARttJ (US) bl D 
MacPhoroon wid R McOuton (Aus) 6 
7,7-6.13-11 

P ALBANO and M PAZ (Arg) bl A 
Kratzmam and ICA Guse (Aus) 62.6 
4 

M Kei and G Hataason Nieteen (US) bt P 
Kfldeny (Aus) and S Tetliid (Fr) 4-6.6 
a 63 

T Nfcew Matt and Y Bxjjkr (Mo) bt L 
PMEK m 3 APPELMANS (Bal) 7-5, 
4-6,61 

5S011E (Am) ard MJ FERNANDEZ (US) 
H C Brandi rai end A Occhaure- 
Baton* (Fr) 7-6, 66, 7-5 

Men's ovar-S5 doubles 

Minas: £14,000 

Rumcns-Mp. £11.000 

Hdtfenc W J Ftak (Poll and 
TVWdnson (US) 

First round (rtwnd robin) 

WJ Fibak (Fbl) and T WHason (US) WPB 
MeNwnara end P F McNarnw (Aud) 6 
3, 6-4 

A A Mayer and G Mayer (US) bl M R 
Edmondson aid R J Frawtey (Aus) 61. 
63 

HPfi3terendLStwas(US)btCDowteffl«l 
and C J Maoism (GB) 61.67.166 

J B Ffezawaid (Aus) and A Janyd (Sue) tot A 
M Jarran (G81 and J R Snflh (GB) 46. 
61.62 

Tuesday's Luo result 

H Guanmandr (Sued and 8 Torocw (Hun) 
bl M Bantam (tan) and P Dupre (US) 
7-6.61 


Men's over-45 doubles 

Winere: £11000 

Rwnsrs-Cf? 8.750 
Haidenc J Alexander (Aus) 
and P Deni (Aus) 

Ffcfl round 

B E Gotdned and T R GiAson (US) bt R L 
(Aus) and G Masters (Aus) 64 62 

Women's over-35 doubles 
WrvuK-ClOAOO 
Runners-up- £7,500 
Holders: J Durte (GB) and 
ASmtti (US) 

First round (round robin) 

WM Tumble (Aus) and S V Wade (GB) bt 
M Jausowc pS-wrija) and Y Vonrac* 
(SA) 63, 6-4 

H Mandfewa (Aiic) and J C Russell (US) M 
RNKJefler (SA) andS Wateb (US) 6-1. 
63 

Boys' singles 
HoMar VVbBchfccw (Beta) 

Fhatround 

X Mafcoe (Bel) bt Z Pap (Hun) 63, M; J 
Lfcnard (Fr) H D Mufta (ke) 62. 62; D 
Saner (Gcr) W J Haehnaf (Fr) 64, 62; D 
Showed (GB)bt L Chramosta (Ci) 63.6 
2; B Vahrfy (US) bl F Babe) (Stnaida) 64, 
3-6,6-3; Fuinl ffl) bt S Lae (5 Kor) 6-3.6 
7.6-4: A Simonl (Br) bl P Srichaphan (ThN) 
63.46,61: JOmaenstti (See) bl H Rtzo 
(Mex) 3-6,62.64; W Wbitahoiwt (SA) bl A 
QuresM (Pak) 64.6-3: T Messmer (Ga) bl 
N Healey (Aus) 7-6.66.64; L Hewiu (Aus) 
bl A Ram ibr) 6-3.6-2:0 Rocbus (Bel) bl V 
Romero (Mex) 63, 62:1A Bales (GB) bt J 
vande Westtuzen (SA) 7*5.64: R Vfc (CSJ 


3, 63: N Massu (Qele) bt F WknysHo 
flndoj 63. 63: T Terachl (Japai) bl L 
Kutafyac (Cro) 4-6, 61 64; FCartSnafi 
(Arg) bl □ Sctorilno OB 7-5. 63: J 
Jeanptena (Fr) H BVati (Hun) 63.62: M 
Uodro (Fr) bl J DowsmJsoI) 7-5. 8-3: A 
Barnes (GB) bl S Zaher (Egypt) 4-6,62,6 

a 

Gkfe’smgtes 

Holder A Moueamo (Fd 
First round 

S Rtzd p] bl L Herbert IG8) 7^, 62; C 
BteeH(artMMN>e)frhai6a,62B 
Coloao (Bn bl M bioue (Japan) 7-6,4-6.6 
4; A Totloa (OBJ bt K cSe3ar (Fr) 2-6,6 ' 
0.63: HColln (G6) btS Taylor (fe) 62,6 
2. E Offbem (DentftAPBayfSA) 63.63,' 

B SteeartjAm) bt J Slnfllan (US) 7^. 64; 

(Rusal 7-5. 3^7?K EBW (STbTo 
Knfliovle (Cro) 7-6.6-3; J Hanln (Bel) bl T 
CMow (GB) 62. 6K H Farr(GB) H G 
Ladre (us) 4-6,7-5,63: i veae po) w J 
wtfls (GB) 63, 7-5; J Wbehr (Gw) 12 C 
CMtand|poB64.61:R Futlware (Jspnri 

Grantfin (SA)blLvSodpa61,64; K 
aeftotn* (Sfcwenta) bt H undgu fQU 7- 


WMs (GB) 63, 7-5; J Wbl 
Catsno ipofl 6-4.61; R Fu 

Grantfin (SA)btLWoorip 
Sefcam* (Sfcwental bt H Os 
5.60; M Infer (US) DIP Ana 
4, 63; I SeMtea (Kaz) bl 
(US) 46 62 62: M Saqu 
Osman (GB) 63,7«Ana 
Rejnak (Pol) 61,63; Y JO 


Qb(MGX) 6 
Brsverman 
l Wen) bl J 
arfU^blO 
{Sto)WL 


Sanchez (Ft) 3-8.61.62; L van Rooyen 
(SA) bt S Lydon (OB 7-8,60:2 Gubacsl 
a*M bl f Bracui (Cro) 61, 62; E 
DomlnluMc (Aus) U R Teperberg (ter) 6-2, 
64; M hreraan (Deh) bl C Caombe (GB) 6 
0,64: R Sandu (Rom) bt N j Woodhouse 

S i-6. 66: G Popascu (Cart bl 8 
ra (SfawAia) 67. 7-6, 63; A 
Morl^ml (Japan) bt W Prahusya 3nd0) 6 


Stich still hopeful 
of one last hurrah 


By Our Sports Staff 


MICHAEL STICH, the 1991 
men's singles champion; reit¬ 
erated yesterday that whether 
or not he goes on to win a 
second title at Wimbledon this 
year, he will not return as a 
player. 

Stich. who plays' Tim 
Henman today for a place in 
toe semi-finals, was the world 
No 2 in 1993 but is now 
Languishing at No 88 in the 
rankings and took the decision 
that this would be his last year 
of active competition because 
of a persistent shoulder injury. 

“The pain comes and goes," 
Stich said after his victory in 
the fourth round ova: Mark 
Woodforde. “My decision to 
retire won’t be affected, how¬ 
ever, whatever my result here, 
and I have no intention of 
playing at toe United States 
Opal. 

“1 would love to win this 
title,” he said, adding mischie¬ 
vously, “then I could see next 
year what the All England 
Gub is going to do, because 
the defending champion can¬ 
not open the tournament cm 
Centre Court on the first 
Monday." 

Stich stiff retains Che confi¬ 
dence that won him the title 
six years ago: "I won this 
tournament once before and it 
was no accident. Of course I 
am ahle to do it again.” 

□ Steffi Graf, unable to com¬ 
pete at Wimbledon thisyatr 
because of surgery to her knee, 
will fall to her lowest world 
ranking since March 1986 
next week. Jana Novotna, af 
the Czech Republic, will move 
up to No 2 whether or not 
she beats Arantxa Sdnchez 
Vicario in the semi-final to¬ 
day, while Monica Seles mil 
be No 2 and Iva Majoli No 4. 
Graf could fall to Nob if 


Sdnchez Vicario goes on to 
win the tournament 

Annie Uebowitz, toe famous 
American photographer, has 
been at Wimbledon this year 
for toe purposes of doing a 
photo spread with Martina 
Hingis. However, she has 
bear unimpressed with the 
. welcome that she has received 
from the All England Club. 

"I get toe impression it’s 
very difficult for a journalist or 
photographer to-work here." 
Liebowitz said yesterday. “I 
would prefer a much smaller 
venue. I look at toe photogra¬ 
phers in the pit in one place, 
working with long lenses and 
I feel for them ... I’m glad I 
get to do my work in con¬ 
trolled shoots 




CENTRE COURT (noon start): Miss 
M HINGIS (Swftz) v Mss A 
Koumikova (Russ); P SAMPRAS (US) 
v B BECKER (Gw): fifes J NOVOTNA 
(Cz) v Miss A SANCHEZ VICARIO 


(Sp),. 

No 1 COURT (11.0) : G Rusedski 
(GB) v C Roline (Fr); M Stich (Got) vT 
■ HENMAN (GB). 

No 2 COURT (110): N Kielor (Gw) v 
T A Woodbridge (Aus). 


take out our 
car insurance, 
save £15/ 

0800 11 22 33 
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ROWING; HENLEY STEWARDS FORCE LEADING AMERICAN TO FORSAKE RED, WHITE AND BLUE 



* 


By Mike Ros ewell 

Rowing correspondent 
PETER HAINING. ihe triple-: 

world lightweight champion, 
came safely through' His heat 
111 the DiafcnoocT Sculls on the 
opening day of Henley. Royal 1 
Regatta y^terday/ but onjy 
aftfir shaking off a stubborn 
challenge firm Derek Atkins,. 
21, from Nottingham. 

Haining. who confused the 
Stewards by embarking at 
Upper Thames RC rather 
than the boat tents, led off the 
start into a tough headwind, 
but Atkins. 6ft 4^ in "and more 
than a stone heavier, pulled 
back to level and there were 
only a few feet between them 
just before Fawley. 

“Peter is in his groove now," 
said Marysh Chriiiel. Atkins's 
coach, who was colleague of 
Haining’s in the vanning Not¬ 
tingham crews at Henley in 
1989 and 1990. Chmiel was 
right and Haining, forced to 
stop in some recent races 
because of breathing prob¬ 
lems, went on to" win by a 
length, easing up before the 
line. 

The Scotsman, now sport¬ 
ing a beard, resorted to his 
inhaler after crossing the liiie, 
but seemed pleased with his 
efforts. ‘Tell the other scullers 
they have got a race on their 
hands. Every day. it's getting 
better. The wee magic is 
coming back," he said. 

The selected scullers enter 
the fray today and Haining 
faces one of them, Nick M6- 
Donald-Crowley. from Aus¬ 
tralia. Several other non- 
selected scullers also showed 
grit yesterday. Paul Hone, of 
London. Simon Spriggs: from 
Australia. Serryth Colbert of 
Ireland, and the German, Ulf 
Meyer, who were all behind at 
the halfway mark but finished 
as winners. 

Oliver Griffiths, of Chester, 
who led from start to finish to 
win his race, today meets 
Greg Searle. who is to be 
sponsored through to the Syd¬ 
ney Olympic Games by Colo¬ 
nial. the Australian financial. - 
services company. 

Spriggs is paired with the 
top American. Jamie Koven. 
Having altered from .Brown' 
University, Koven was re¬ 
quired by the Stewards to 
paint out the national red,, 
white and blue, on his sculls 
and revert to his imiversity'S 
brown and white. Koven, like 
Greg Searle. has converted to 
sculling this year after a 
successful rowing career. 



Haining, newly-bearded, pulls dear from a stubborn opponent to win his heat in the Diamond Sculls yesterday. Photograph: Adrian Sherratt 


paddled past to win, maintain¬ 
ing their Henley giant-killing 
reputation, although their 
headmaster, John Lever, a 
Cambridge blue in 1973, said: 
“You do not like winning like 
that" 

The most eye-catching race 
in the Wyfold coxless. fours 
was, between London and 
Worcester, two crews many 
thought- should - have - .been 
- .seeded; TKey were neck and 
neck until the higher-rating 
London crew eased ahead up 
the Enclosures. 

- A good omen for the London 
University crew selected in the 
Britannia coxed fours was that 
Dominic HID. whastroked 
Bentham BC. the crew they 
beat yesterday, has toy to the 
-eventual winners of thus event 
every year since 1993/ 




There were no bfg upsets in 
the -Thames Cup eights, al- 
Whidi saw him .win., three. , though it was difficult not to 
times at Henley.. ••'. feeTsoriy for Bedford RC. who 

The first selected crew to fbundthemselves^outofHen- 
lose hopes of a medal were the 


. Thames Cup 

Hpkters: Neptune (Ire) 

First round 

Nottingham and Union bt Bedford 2ft, 
7min 03sec 

- Thames'Tradesmen's bt Moiesay Hal, 
. 7.-08 

Vesta bt Agecroft HI. 655 
Garcia 'Sochflna are) bt Upper 
Thamea B 3f, 7:06 . . 

Castle Semple bt Bewl Bridge 41. 7.02 
' St Cathanne's (Can) bt Stanford (US) 
1 * 1.658 

FumtaU Scuflhng dub bt Mitsubishi 
(Japan) H 7:10 

Thames Tradesmen's A bt Aurfol 
Kensmgtan 4*1.'7^2 
Upper Thames A bt Reading t hL 6:47 
Npptune (Ire) bt York City 3MI. 7.12 
Essen-Kupferdreh [Ger) bt Walton 
1*1.7:25 

Nottingham A bt Sydney (AusJ 2*1, 
'653 

London bt Angaria Hannover (Ger) 

. 2HL6-56 

Berlin (Ger) bt Monmouth'4* I, 


Henley ’97 



unfortunate schoolboys from 
Si Andrews,. Delaware, in the 
Princess Elizabeth Cup. Rac- 
ing Canford, the Americans, 
according to the official re- 


ley at &37ara, having lost a 
classic encounter with Not¬ 
tingham and Union' by a 
margin of 2fL 

Five more events begin to¬ 
day. including the Silver Gob- 


corder, "were dearly destined . Jets_ pairs, and the women's 
to win until they caught a crab sculls, providing a right of 
at the Mile and fighth. A Rob Thatdier and Beri Hunt- 
second crab slewed diem into Davis, leaders of the World 
the booms". Canford, who Cup pairs, and the Olympic 
were trailing by 1^. lengths, finalist. Guin Batten; 


The Tideway Scoters School bt De¬ 
fence Forces RA (Ire) flSI. 7 j01 

Princess Elizabeth Cap 

Holders: Brentwood College 
School (Can) 

First round ' 

Pangboume bt Shrewsbury B by 1541. 
7mtn 12sec 

St Raurs bi Abingdon B 3441. 721 
Eton bt The Oratory 21, 720 
Hampton A bt Monk! on Combe 4*1, 
. 7.18 


Brooks Sch (US) bt Hampton B hi. 
7.-05 

Shrewsbury A bt Radley B 41. 7.08 
Radley A bt Cheltenham 1 <tf. 7:10 
Abingdon A bt King's, Chester W. 708 
St Edward's bt Bedford AII. 713 
Canford bt St Andrew's Sch (US) nro. 
720 

Oundte bt King's, Canterbury IVjt. 
7:25 

Bedford B W Bedford Modem A 1 Ml. 
7:44 

Westminster bt King's College Sch 
easfly, 703 

Temple Cnp 

Holders: Yate University (US) 

First round 

Cherwell bt Bath Univ easily, 7m'n 


Durham Univ B bt Nephthys B 1*1. 
725 


Urw of Bristol bt Unrv ol Wales Cot 
Cardiff 2*1. 7 11 

Brasenose Coll and S! Edmund Hall. 

Oxford bt Exeter Urw 3*1. 7 08 
Rearing Univ bt Southampton Univ 
easily. 705 

New Cofl, Oxford b> Exeter Coll end 
Pembroke Coll. Oxford tel. 7;06 
Durham Univ A bt Somervjlte Coll. 
Oxford easily. 7:12 

Queen's Univ. Belfast bt 1st & 3rd 
Tmfty. Cambridge Vil, 7:10 
University Coll. Dubftn (Ire) bt Queens' 
Cofl and Robinson Coll, Cam¬ 
bridge 4*1, 725 

Jesus Coll. Cambridge bt Newcastle 
Univ 41.727 

Queen's Coll, Oxford bt Hautes 
Eludes Com mer a ales (FrJ 2!JI. 
7:25 

Eton bt Nottingham Trent Univ 31.714 
Cambridge Univ Lightweights bt Pem¬ 
broke Coll. Cambridge easily, 7:23 

Wyfold Cnp 

Holders: Queen's Tower 
First round 

The Tideway Scullers School bi 
Weybndge easfly. 7mm 47sec 
Worcester bt London 1 Ml. 7;20 
Univ ol London Tynan B bt Cambridge 
99 2*1. 7:58 

Queen's Tower bt Nat West Bank 21. 
7.50 

Quintin bt Thames 2tel,8 11 
Commercial bt Kingston B easily, 7-32 
Twickenham bt Broxboume 31. 7-40 
Univ of London Tyrian A bt Cygnet 41. 
7 5* 

Clyde Amateur bt Starnes 4 tel. 7 52 
Sydney bt Kingston A canvas. 7 - 42 
Notangham bt Motesey B 3Mi. 7:55 


Britannia Cap 

Holders: Oxford Brc>cKes 
University 

First round 

Univ at London bt Bentham easily. 
7mm 38sec 

Staines bt Thames A 2fcl, 8:08 
Thames B bt Northwestern Univ (US) 

2 tel. a 00 

Cambridge 99 bt Marlow 2W. 7:51 
Strathclyde Unrv bt Lfoiv of Minnesota 
B4*1. 738 

Motesey bt London 1 tel. 7 43 
Univ of Minnesota A fUS| bl Royal 
Chester 1 hi. 7:40 

Imperial Col. London B bt US Military 
Academy nro. 8:12 
Tnnity Cofl. Dublin bl Edinburgh Univ 
2'SI. 7:47 

Hansa Hamburg (Ger) bl Durham Univ 
easily, 7.44 

St Andrew bl New Orleans (US) 1 'll, 
759 

Diamond Sculls 

Holden M L O Vervoorn (Holfj 
Rrst round 

G C S Smith bt R M Rogers easily. 
Brmn 51 sec 

P A Hone bt A van den BroeV 3 tel. 8 40 
O Griffiths bt R O Allen 51. 9:00 
S D Spnggs bt R Aylitle 2'*l. 839 
S Colbert bt P Cobbett easily. 841 
P M Haining bt D Alkms It. B‘4G 
G Monmckendam bt N P Gaidam 
easfly. 8 52 

U Meyer bt A E Gaylard easfly. 919 


RUGBY UNION 


Lions forced to 
contemplate 
double change 

From David Hands in vanderbulpark 


EVEN though the historic 
possibility of a 3-0 whitewash 
of South Africa awaits them, 
the British Isles will be forced 
to change their team for ihe 
final match of their tour, in 
Johannesburg on Saturday. 
Injury will rule our Keiih 
Wood and Alan Tail, who both 
played in the internationals in 
Cape Town and Durban, 
while three more players can¬ 
not be considered. 

Wood, the Ireland hooker, 
has a groin injury and his 
place, when the Lions name 
their XV today, is likely to go to 
Barry Williams, of Richmond, 
despite Mark Regan's lively 
display against Northern Free 
State on Tuesday. Tait, who 
played on the left wing, has a 
similar injury, which should 
profit Tony Underwood, his 
Newcastle ail league, whose 
three tries on Tuesday made 
him the tour's joint-top 
try scorer, with John Bentley, 
on seven. 

Eric Miller, the Ireland 
NoS, who made a brief ap¬ 
pearance as a replacement in 
Durban, aggravated a thigh 
strain in training on Tuesday 
while Jason Leonard and 
Kyran Bracken are also out of 
contention. Leonard tore a 
thigh muscle against North¬ 
ern Free Srate and must rest 
for a month, which will re¬ 
move him from England's 
meeting with Australia on 
July 12; Bracken suffered a 
sprung collarbone on Tues¬ 
day. bui should be fit to join up 
with England next week. 

"We still have enormous 
playing strength in the squad 
and every player is playing 
well." Fran Cotton, the man¬ 
ager. said. He emphasised his 
delight with a playing record 
of It wins from 12 marches by 
suggesting that these Lions 
have achieved more than the 
New Zealand tour party of last 
year that beat South Africa 
away from home for the first 
rime. “1 dom think the All 
Blacks would have come out of 
this tour with that record, 
given the teams their midweek 
side played," he added. 

Wood, whose dynamism 
has been integral to the Lions' 
success, expressed his regret 
that he would miss the final 
game: The initial reaction 
after we had won the series in 
Durban was that if wouldn’t 
marrer. but it does." he said. 
“We have an opportunity to 
win 30 and you have to grasp 
it, however difficult it may 
be. This is as good as it gets. 

If you can beat South Africa 
3-0 — and that is not a 
foregone conclusion — that’s 
history." 

There will be no citing of 
players by the Lions after the 
67-39 win over Northern Free 


State, although Cotton would 
have done so after the second 
international with South Afri¬ 
ca had he been able to study 
video evidence or that game 
earlier. A punch by Frire van 
Heerden created a gash over 
Tim Rodber’s eye Thai re¬ 
quired six stitches, the incident 
coming al the ruck from which 
Jeremy Guscott kicked the 
winning dropped goal. 

"I think Van Heerden was a 
very lucky man and it would 
have been justice if the referee 
had added a penalty.” Cotton 
said. However, he admitted 
that incidents during the game 
at Welkom on Tuesday had 
not been as serious as he first 



Wood: groin injury 

believed: "Any use of the boot 
on bodies is unacceptable," he 
said after reviewing the match 
video, “but t don’t view them 
as serious enough to warrant 
citing any player.” 

Instead, the Lions manage¬ 
ment will alert Northern Free 
State executives to those inci¬ 
dents that have caused them 
concern, the timing of those 
incidents and the players that 
they believe to be responsible, 
with a sugggesnnn that appro¬ 
priate action should be taken. 
Given that their hosts on 
Tuesday, players and officials, 
were genuinely surprised at 
accusations of foul play and 
saddened by the suggestion 
that their ground was inade¬ 
quate for visiting touring 
teams, it seems doubtful that 
the Lions' reaction will do 
more than leave a sour taste in 
local mouths. 

□ Andrew Mehriens has 
failed to recover from a ham¬ 
string injury’ and will be 
replaced as the New Zealand 
stand-off for the international 
against Australia in Christ¬ 
church on Saturday by Carlos 
Spencer, of Auckland. 

Wales enjoyed a healthy 
start to their tour of North 
America on Tuesday, bearing 
a United States South XV 94-3 
in Charlotte. Lee Jarvis, of 
Cardiff, scored 34 points. 



EQUESTRIANISM 

ATHLETICS 

WORD>WATCHING 


Henry makes mark 


JEREMY HENRY. 23. from 
Portrush. won the singles title 
die British Isles bowls 


at 


championships in Worthing 
yesterday, beating Dai Wil¬ 
kins, the Welsh champion, 
from Ffontrhydyfen, 21-6, in 
the final. 

In the triples final. Paul and 
Brian Daly helped Davie 
Hamilton of Belfast's Belmont 
Club to an exciting 17-16 win 
over John and Jonathan 
Britton and Brenig Powell, of 
Pontryhdyfen, after the Welsh 
trio had lal 16-7. 

The fours title was won for 
the second time by the Weale 
brothers — Stuart. Brian, 
David and Robert — from 
Presteigne in Wales, while 
Alan Gilmur and Gary 
Mackie, from Kirkcaldy in 
Scotland, lifted the pairs 
prize. 


Hockey England's women 
forced a 1-1 draw against 
Australia, the world arid 
Olympic champions, in a six- 
nations’tournament in Seoul 
South Korea, yesterday. Mi¬ 
chelle Andrews put Australia 
ahead just before the interval 
and Jane Sixsmith equalised 
four minutes from time. . 

Sailing: Mark Turner’s Mini- 
Fastnet race came to an abrupt 
end yesterday when the mast 
on Carphone Warehouse 
gapped as he was surfing 
back to France in fifth place, 
having rounded the Fastnet 
Rock. Turner was off Land’s 
End last night and thought to 
be attempting to get to the 
finish under jury rig. Ellen 
MacArthur. on Le Poisson, 
moved up from fourteenth to 
eleventh. 


British trials 
gather appeal 

THE British horse trials 
championships at Gatcombe 
Park in August wall haw a 
new sponsor. Doubleprint, 
and enhanced international 
status having been accorded 
the Co occurs International 
Combined (CIC) three-star 
rating (Jenny McArthur 
writes). 

The trials, now in their 
fifteenth year, are organised 
by Captain Mark Phillips, 
who welcomed the new status 
yesterday. "It puts us firmly 
cm the international map and 
should attract an even stron¬ 
ger list of entries," he said. 

An added incentive is a 
£2,000 bonus for the compet¬ 
itor gaining the highest points 
at Gatcombe and the Chantil¬ 
ly CIC, held last month. 


Perec faces seasonal decision 

From David Powell, athletics correspondent, in iausanne 


THE posters around town 
featured Michael Johnson, 
saying: “Are you ready? I am." 
Johnson, though, had with¬ 
drawn six days earlier From 
the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation grand prix 
meeting here Iasi night 

In Johnson's absence, the 
question at Athletissima 97 
was whether Marie Jose Perec 
would be ready — not for a 
world record at 400 metres, 
but whether her performance 
here would persuade her to 
carry on this season. She said 
at the weekend that if she had 
a poor run here, she would 
quit for the summer. 

Perec beat Johnson by 15 
minutes to the completion of 
an Olympic 200 metres and 
400 metres double in Atlanta 


last year and. like him. last 
month faced a persona] sport¬ 
ing crisis. Their troubles came 
to a head in Paris last week 
when Johnson finished fifth in 
the 400 metres, losing his 
seven-year unbeaten record, 
while Perec came seventh in 
the 200 metres and was jeered 
by her home crowd when she 
offered injury as an excuse. 
Johnson scrapped his Euro¬ 
pean racing programme and 
returned to the United States 
for training while Perec went 
to Lille and managed only 
third place in a 200 metres 
race in 22-67sec. 

While she complains of a 
stress fracture in her left leg. 
which is evidently not restrict¬ 
ing her appearances in well- 
paid races — she is being paid 


$100,000 to appear as a double 
Olympic champion — ir app¬ 
ears the greater fracture is 
within her head. In the off¬ 
season after ihe Olympic 
Games, she lacked the incen¬ 
tive to train. 

Indeed. Perec has never 
taken readily to hard work. 
Jacques Piasenta, who 
coached her to the 400 metres 
world championship in 1991 
and her first Olympic gold 
medal a year later, was 
dropped because she grew 
tired of his stria regime. 

Of her post-A dan fa depres¬ 
sion. Perec herself merely 
said: "I am not fed up with 
athletics, but after the Games, 
it is difficult to find another 
challenge." One may await 
her tonighL 


Answers from page 49 
VALSALVA 

(a) The action in which an attempt is made to exhale air while the 
nostrils and mouth, or the glottis, are dosed, so as lo increase 
pressure in the middle ear and chest. An eponym from the name 
of Antonio M. Valsalva (1666-1723). Italian anatomist Lancet, 
1977: "In shallow diving an over-forceful Valsalva manoeuvre 
may give rise to nenro-sensory hearing loss, with or without 
vertigo." 

S HAGAN APPI 

(b) Originally thread or cord made from rawhide. Also, cheap, 
inferior, makeshift. From the Amerindian language Ojibwa. 
W. O. MitchdlMt' & Kid . 1961: “Al the Rabbit Hill school last 
nighL folks heard a shaganappy speech." 

DOVER IE 

(4 Once upon a time an arctic bird, the Black GuiltemoL Now 
normally the little auk. Plautus alle. The Scottish diminutive 
meaning a little dove. Fisher & Lockley. Sea-Birds, 1954: "Among 
the auks the dovrkie and the Bninnick’s guillemot from (he 
north join the puffins, razorbills and guillemots in ocean 
wanderings." 

KABEUOU 

(b) A large marine food fish. Johnius hololepidorus. of the family 
Sdaenidae. Afrikaans for the early medieval Dutch word for a 
dried cod-fish. Cape Times. 1950: “Last week-end kobetjouw 
catches were kept down by the difficulty of casting into the teeth 
of the wind." 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
Nxeb! Qxd4 2 Nxd4 and Nxb5 soon follows winning easily. 
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TELEVISION CHOICE 


Grandstand view: blazers and straw hats adorn the crowd watching a Princess Elizabeth Cup contest during racing at Henley yesterday 

Don’t let sport spoil the party 


T he big thing about Hen¬ 
ley is the badges. Every¬ 
one you meet, you study 
Iheir chest to see how many 
they've got so far. fcrsonally. 
Id acquired three dangly em¬ 
blems of persona] distinction 
in the space of ten minutes — 
press badge. Leander Club, 
Stewards' Enclosure — and 
felt like a Christmas present, 
but 1 still wished I'd worn my 
form captain's insignia bom 
school. 

They wouldn't give me a 
Steward's badge because 
that's a mysteriously elected 
(and elect) post, a bit like 
becoming High Moose or Top 
Tomato. But the dinky green 
Enclosure badge was nice 
enough with its matching bit 
of string. I just had to keep an 
eye out for cultural terrorists 
with nail scissors [dastardly 
snipping is not unknown). 

Blue sky with broken cloud 
was the official description of 
the weather on the first day of 
the regatta yesterday, but at 
SJOam, when the first race 
was rowed between the eights 
of Nottingham and Union 
Rowing Club and Bedford 
Rowing Club, it looked set to 
be a perfect summer's day. 
The river was light and splen¬ 
did. the marquees grand, the 
straight course immensely 
long'and the rowers valiant 
against a light headwind that 
chopped the water attractively. 
Nottingham wore crimson 


and blade; Bedford maroon, 
blue and white. 1 wish I could 
tell you who won. but alas, I 
didn't care enough to inquire. 
What 1 can report, however, is 
that this particular raoe — in 
the Thames Challenge Cup — 
was virtually a dead heat, so 
was very exciting for the 
half-dozen of us who’d turned 
up sufficiently early to see 
it. 

Several of the big events 
were getting started yesterday. 
All sorts of cups are on offer 
and you can see them dis¬ 
played in a special tent. These 
include a Ladies* Challenge 
Plate, which I laughably as¬ 
sumed might be a women's 
event (ho ho), and the Princess 
Elizabeth Cup. which is like¬ 
wise not for princesses but for 
schoolboys. The schoolboy 
events were the ones getting 
most attention from specta¬ 
tors. for obvious proud-parent- 
in-straw-hat reasons. 

Mid-morning. I spotted an 
eight from Hampton sitting 
intense and solemn in a comer 
of the boat tent, as if in prayer. 
You see, although arguably 
nobody in the wider world is 
the slightest bit interested in 
the outcome of these races, 
there's a lot at stake for these 
boys. But did I say they were 
intense? What ha a pun. 

You could easily get con¬ 
fused at Henley, despite the 
apparent simplicity of one-to- 
one races rowed at efficient 


LYNNE TRUSS 



Kicking and Screaming 


five or ten-minute intervals, 
with lots of public announce¬ 
ments charting the progress. 
For a start a novice might 
wonder about all this Berks- 
Buck stuff (the boats are 
identified by their ‘stations’ in 
bordering counties). A novice 
might also wonder about the 
advisability of pink for men's 
jackets, and where to get a 
snack between meals that 
doesn't involve swallowing 
Oysters. But the most unmen¬ 
tionable things an outsider 
can’t help thinking here are 
“Why?" and (even worse) 
“How come I never went to 
public school or gat a chance 
to be a wet-bob?" 

The sport, of course, is quite 


a separate matter from the 
event Out on the river. I 
watched from the umpire's 
launch while FumivaJI Scull¬ 
ing Club (from Hammer¬ 
smith) took on the Mitsubishi 
Rawing Club, of Japan. 

It was fabulous to watch 
from wave-1 eveL fast and in¬ 
tensely muscular: Sixteen 
chaps (eight of them rather 
heavier than the other right) 
all straining at the node, 
perfectly in- tune and building 
up big chests that will forever 
make their arms hang down 
about a foot farther bade than 
most other people's. 

The race started off (as boar 
races do) quite dose, bur the 
gap widened. Fumivall won 
and. as we motored behind 
diem towards the few yelling 
supporters, the effect — oars¬ 
men. breeze, sparidy water, 
victory — was literally 
glorious. 

Yet the main drawback to 
rowing as a spectator sport is 
obvious to anyone who has 
watched die Boat Race on the 
telly and pretended to get 
worked up. What happens is 
that one boat takes an early 
lead and then the gap widens. 
It's always the same. They 
start off a few yards apart 
then they are separated by a 
canvas (whatever that is), then 
a length, then two. Which is 
basically quite boring . espe¬ 
cially if you've ever seen 
Krajicek and Henman bat¬ 


tling in a third-set tie-break on 
die Centre Court with the light 
fading. In rowing, it just seems 
to be all over the minute it 
starts. 

Obviously, what one needs 
is a broader view of the sport, 
which is something you 
wouldn’t get from turning up 
at Henley, because the event 
far outweighs everything else. 


D oubtless at medieval 
tournaments, there 
were villeins who 
arrived early, stuck then- 
heads in buckets of mead and 
said afterwards "Jousting? Do 
they do that there, then?" But it 
was still a shame yesterday 
that when Peter Haining, 
three times the lightweight 
world champion, won his Dia¬ 
mond Challenge Sculls heat, 
people didn't rush to die river 
fora butcher's. 

For one thing, his race had 
been badly tuned as the last 
before hinch and punters were 
being urged to take their seats 
early. For another thing, row¬ 
ing is a very modest sport in 
terms of broadcasting atten¬ 
tion. so few people have heard 
of Haining. Ift a deeply 
odd event, this, like a school 
sports day crossed with some¬ 
one risers wedding. ! suspect 
that only the rowing press 
really know (or care) what’s 
going on. 

First-day details, page 53 



Gfla Monger 
Channel 4,8.00pm • 

Pronounced “heela" the gila monster has the 
honour of betngoneof theonly twospeaes oftord 
in the world with a venomous bite. Heavy-bod red 
and slow-moving, this primitive reptile with ds 
bright coloration is the- largest _ lizard tn me 
Americas. Apparently, macho Mexican mates like 
to prove their manhood by passing their hands 
through the gila monster's jaws. Quite a few or 
them pass over to the next life in the process, minis 
film by John Harris, the gfla monster, its closest 
relations and its northern Mexican desert habitat 
are brought under dose scrutiny. These unlovely 
creatures, with a venom that causes excruciating 
pain and a predilection fix swallowing their prey 
whole, axe under threat. Because their habitats are 

bring burnt to provide farmland, tfaeserepbJes that 

were around when the dinosaurs were dying out 
are now facing extinction themselves. 

Airport 

BBCl.SJOpm 

In this week's peek into the ups and downs of 
Heathrow we inert some passengers who don’t 
want to get on a plane, some who cant get off it and 
one who cannot find it in the first place. Around 
200 aerophobes work at Heathrow; They are 
perfectly nappy to service the aircraft but the 
thought of Dying in one is another thing altogether. 
For these unfortunates, there is a course ran by die 
inestimable Captain Douglas On± For some 
reason, the terrified group fail to see the funny side 
of the captain’s jolly patter, aimed at relaxing them. 
Perhaps it has something to do with his references 
to the angel of death and crashing. Meanwhile, 
Jeremy Spake, the Aeroflot supervisor, cannot 
unload his passengers because someone has lost 
the plane’s front-door key. And reieoThis flock fails 

to turn up altogether. 

The last Governor 

BBCl, mSpm 

Finishing off the extensive corerage of die Hong 
Kong handover is this five-part senes charting die 
events leading up to die end of British nde. 
Presented by Jonathan Dimbleby and made with- 
the full cooperation of Chris Patten (who presum- 




Chris and Lavender Fatten (BBC!, 10JJ5pm) 


ably thought it might help on the CV), the series is 

said to have remaraaWe access to the mam protag¬ 
onists of this political drama. Along with behind- 
the-scenes filming of Patten, the senes promises to 

contextualise his tenure by examining the former 
colony's convoluted and complex history. It also 
lories at how die mil lions of people who live and 
wwk in Hone Kong view the colony^ return of the 
Chinese and now it will affeet their lives. 

A Bill CaDed Wflfiam ... 

Channel 4,9JOOpm 

W illiam was Lord Arran’s name for his Bill to de¬ 
criminalise homosexuality, passed-30 years ago 
this month. He used the name partly to distance 
himself from its content and partly becau sehe w as 
an eccentric. Hesaid he had two main intere sts:."to 
stop parole buggering badgers and badgering 
buggers". This tibia, which is full of such e xtrem e 
characters, tells of the tortuous and sometimes 
ludicrous passage of the Bill. No televisual aid is 
left unused to detract bum the string of talking 
heads. Which is a shame, since the beads involved, 
such as Leo Abse and Barbara Castle; hare great 
stories and insights to riL Narrated by Ian 
Richardson, the account is illustrated by re-enacted 
excerpts from die speeches, frequent sh ots o f 
Piccadilly Circus, and RoyOrtiison or Gene Pitney 
on the soundtrack. The film needs none of thes e 
tricks. The words, characters and the times speak 
for themselves. , Prances lass 


RADIO CHOICE 


BOXING 


Battle for 
Tyson on 
home front 

From Sri kumar Sen 

BOXING CORRESPONDENT 

IN BIG BEAR. CALIFORNIA 

WHILE Mike Tyson toms for 
help to behavioural experts, 
there is a growing belief 
among American trainers and 
managers that the problem 
lies not so much with Tyson as 
the people around him. In¬ 
stead of restraining Tyson, 
these people encourage him. 

Don Turner, Evander Holy- 
field's trainer, expressed this 
view immediately after die 
World Boxing Association 
(WBA) heavyweight contest in 
Las Vegas last Saturday when 
he found Tyson'S managers 
aggressively condoning Ty¬ 
son's actions in the ring. 

Emanuel Steward. Lennox 
Lewis’s trainer, agreed. Stew¬ 
ard, who is preparing Lems 
for his bout with Henry 
Akinwande at Lake Tahoe on 
July 12, said he believed the 
disturbing elements in Ty¬ 
son'S camp were about to be 
removed. 

He said a power struggle 
had started in the Tyson 
camp, with Tyson’s wife, 
Monica, on one side and the 
joint-managers, John Home 
and Rory Holloway, cm the 
other. Mrs Tyson was expect¬ 
ed to prevail. 

Steward believed Tyson’s 
apology was sincere because it 
came from his wife and was in 
stark contrast to Team Tyson’s 
earlier unrepentant reaction. 
“You see. even if Tyson is a 
tough kid in the ring, outside 
he is not a strong person and 
can be influenced very easily," 
Steward sakL "All his fife, he 
has been dominated by strong 
people — Cus D’Amato, then 
Robin Givens, his first wife, 
and then Don King. 

“He's a humble kid if you 
can get him one-on-one. He 
could not stand up to these 
people, but his wife will make 
him start standing up." 

Steward said Tyson had a 
legitimate grievance over 
Hoiyfield’s headbutting tac¬ 
tics. Tyson was disqualified 
last Saturday for biting 
Holyfield’s ear. The Nevada 
State Athletic Commission 
will consider a possible sus¬ 
pension for Tyson next 
Tuesday. 


Lifestory 

Radio 4,720pm 

In the 1960s Lord Clark made <me of the great tele¬ 
vision series. Civilisation, but although the view¬ 
ers and the television critics gave wholehearted 
approval, there were these in the arts establish¬ 
ment who felt that the programmes proved 
something they had suspected all along: that Clark, 
was a middlebrow -with a fatal tendency to court 
popularity. This sniffy notion is one aspect erf Clark 
dealt with in this profile of a man who became a 
cultural icon for the mass audience, a somewhat 
ironical outcome considering that he was an elitist 
He was also a womaniser who lived a chaotic 
private life, inevitably inviting comparisons with, 
nis son. Alan, the MP for Kaismgtan and Chelsea. 
The presenter is Pfeggy Reynolds. 


7.00ara Marti Raddifte 9.00 Simon Mayo 12 J 00 May Anne 
Hobbs 2J30pwi Nfcfcy Campbel AM Kotin Green tng &15 
Newsbeai 630 Evening Session with Stove Lsmacq 630 
Movie Update BAO John Peel 1030 Stuart Maconla I JO a wi 
Dave Pearce 400 Clve Wteren 


&00em Charles Nave 7JO Sarah Kennedy 030 Ate* Lester 
1130 Jimmy Young 1-30pra Defcbte Throws: 34)0 Ed Stewart 
5.05 John Dunn 7.00 Oevfd Alan's Cotray Oub 8X0 Paul 
Jonas SUM Luther Vandress—The Cefebrty Soil Show 9.30 
The What If Show 10 JXI Wowfefcgroovy 10:30 Rtahato ABnsoo 
124KM1 Saw Madder) 34)0 Adrian FTrrtghan 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


5430am Morning Reports 6L00 The Breakfast Pragramne 94)0 
The Magazine 124)0 Mtoday News 1 30pm Whnbtadon-97. 
Extensive coverage tram the Al England Club as the. 
ccmpettttan enters the trial stages 800 David Gower's Cricket 
WeeMy. Inckjdea a review at the first day o! the ttwd Test at Otd 
Traftord 800 Inside Edge wfih ftab Bormett 10J00 News Talk 
11.00 News Berra 12.00 Attar Houre with Vincent Hanna 
ZOOam Up Al tight with Rhod Sharp 


TALK RADIO 


800 * 0 ! Chris Ashley and Sandy Wan 74X3 PaJ Ross &00 
Scofl Chisholm 124X3 Lorraine Kc#y 2430pm Tommy Boyd 
4430 Peter Deetey 7410 Anna Rasfcun 9430 James Whale 
1430am lan Cohns 


tLOOern On Air, with Andrew McGregor Includes Faur 6 
(Pavane); Boar (Overture Cockaigne, tn London 
Town); Fayrtax (Ave Dei Psftte F#a); Mozart (Horn 
Concerto No 3 in E flat, K 447 }; Verdi (Overtire, 
Giovanni cfArco): Meisen (Symphony No 6 . 
Sinforaa SempUce) . 

9430 Morning Collection, with Peter Hobday. Includes 


Leoncavallo (Pagbacd, Intermezzo); Dvorak (Piano 
Trio No 4 to E minor. Op 90) 

104X3 M us ica l Encounters, with Susan Sharpe. 

Includes Part (p Konig alter Vofoer. Magnificat 
Antiphons); Tobias Hume (My Mistresa Hah a 
Prfly Thrig; Touch Me Lightly, The Ffrst Part of 
Ayres); Poulenc (Chansons Gafflardes); Mozart 
String Quartet in B flat K458, HunOTWeS (Su*a; 
The Threepenny Opera) 

124X3 Composers at the Weak: Schoia CanCorum 
1.00pm Haws, Vintage VerdL Pierluigi Petrobe®, - 
director of Italy's National Institute ol VarcS 
Studies, plays a selection from the Institute's 
ccJtectton or Verefl on dec. Includes a recanti ng at 
Rosa PbnseSa. the centemy of whose birth tails 
this year 

2430 To Johannes Brahms. Featuring music by 

Brahms and works dedicated toran by h» Mends 
and a d mi rers. Louise Hopkins, ceflo, Carofine 
Palmer, piano); Retoecke (CeCo Sonata No 3 In G. 
Op 238) , Brahms (Cetto Sonata No 2 in F, Op 99) 
24*5 The BBC Orchestras. BBC PhHharmonte, under 
Van Pascal TorteDer, Lean McCawtey. piano. 
Mendelssohn (Piano Concerto No 2 in D minor); 
Bertoz (Symphonic Fantastique) 

4.15 Ensemble. Penny Gore introduces a rerit&J by the 
viofinist Madeleine MSchet and the pianist Andrew 
BA Includes Messiaen (Theme and Variations); 


The Mark of Zorro 

Radio 4. UWpm. ■ ■ 

A. new five-part series set in and around Los 
Anodes m the 1820s,this is a drama with overtones 
of Robin Hood, for as the opening narration says, it 
concerns a maii who "rode out to combat die forces 
of misrule and .cruelty and was branded an oudaw 
and highwayman". The Zorro of the title -— and the 
Robin Hood figure—is a peon (or peasant) and the 
story's love interest centres on Zeno's alter ego, a 
nobleman, who lusts after Lolita while she only has 
eyes for Zorra The melodrama is nicely conveyed 
by an excdloit cast which indudes Mark Aides as 
Zorro and Loiuse Lombard as Lolita. The story is 
based on characters created by Johnston MtOiUey 
and the adaptation for radio is by Simon 
Ashford. Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


Al times In BST News on-toe hair. 6430am Newsdsy 630 
Europe 7.15 Wald Today 7 30 Maridtei Books 8.15 OH the 
SheB 830 Composer at the Month 0.10 Pause toe Thought 

9.15 Turing a.Tune MO Hot New Country 10436 Business 

10.15 Dying Notes 1040 BBC Enpteh 1045 Sport 11 JO 
Dfecovay 1JL30pnj Learning World IMS F.O.O.C 14)5 
Bustoses 1.15 Britain 130 Record flews 1-46 Sport 2410 
Newshou 3435 CXdkx*a30 Wrobledon 44)5 Sports Rouidup 

4.15 Tuning a Tine 430 News'to German 54)0 Europe 630 
Business 5J45 Britain 64)5 Business 6.16 World Today 630 
News in German &45 Sport 730 Assignment BJ31 Outlook 
83S Pause tor Thought 830John Pad 94» Newshour 104)5 
Business 10.15 Britain 1030 Meridian Books 1130 World 
Today 1135 Sport IZ-O&wn Outlook 1230 Vfctage.Chan 
Show 130 Tuning a Tine'1.45 Britain 230 The Wfortcs 330 
Focus on Falh 44)5 Business 4.15 Sport 430 Europe 


CLASSIC Ff;i 


4430am Mark Griffiths 64» Alan Mann 9430 Heray Ke#y 
1430pm Concerto. Mozart (Bassoon Concerto to B fa major, 
K1S31); Rubbra (Piano Concerto to G major. Op 85) 34)0 Jamie 
Crick 7430 Nmusnlght 730 Sonata. ■ Mendtessohn (VioBo 
Sonata in F mirror. Op 4); 8430 Evening Concut. Ganges 
Biasco (Romanian Rtepsody No 1 h A major. Op 11);' StocSus 
(Symphony No 1 to E minor}; Chopto TPctonatoeFantatete) 
10430 Mchaai Mappin 200 am Concerto (i) 


VIRGIN RADIO 


63ltom Russ'n'Jono In Toronto 10430 Qaham Dene 1430pm 
Jeremy Clark 4430 Mck Abbot 6430 tail Coyte (HB) /Robin 
Baris (AM) 104X3 Mark Forrest 24>0a(n Richard Porter 


FranckTViofti Sonata to A) 

54X3 The Music Machine, with Tommy Pearson 
5.15 In Time, wflh Briab Morton. Includes Conatte '. 
(Organ Concerto in G, Op 28 No 1); heydn 
(Symphony No 92 toG, Oxford); Giovanni GabrieS 

730 BBC PhlBiaiinontc, under Peter Maxwefl- Davies. 
A concert given last year a! the Royal Northam 
Cotege of Music, hetodes Sbefius (Symphony No 
5); Darias (The Bettans Fve) 

B55 The IDunmatL Midheel IgnatieH discusses Yale 
UnKrersily in the 1970s. when it became the centre 
tor deconstruction, with a dazzSng cast of fltarary 
. scholars who had totsSectual differences^— and 
skeletons to. the cupboard (4/5) - 

930 To Johannes Brahms. Bracha Eden and 
Alexander Tan*, piano duet Schumann 
(Introduction and Allegro. Op 134); Pascd 
Devoyon, piano. NouveJ Orchestra - - 

PMharmonkaie. under Theodore Guschlbauer. 
Brahms (Variations on a Themetof Schumann, Op 


536am Stripping Forecas t (LW) 6.00 News Briefing 
6.10 Farming Today 635 Prayer for the Day 630 
Today, indudes Thought for the Day 8.40 
Yesterday to Pariramem 658 Weather 
94)0 N aw a tiJS Pace tta Facte, wtth John Wake and ■ 
his team of Invest i gators (r) 

930 Rdattvety Spsektog. Shairan Davies anti her 
brother Mark discuss their relationship (4/4) 

104)0 News; Tlw Female Ghost (FM): Man Sized to' 
Marble by Enid Nasbrt (2/4) 

104)0 Dalty Senrica (LW) 10.15 On This Day (LW) 
1030 Woman's Hour, wffli Jam! Murray 
1055-1430pm Test Match SpecW (LW). Coverage of 
the fust day's ptey to the third Test at Okt Traftord 
between England and Australia ■ - 

T130 Prom Our Own Correspondent (FAQ-Mswa. 

from BBC reporters around the world 
12430 News; (FV) You and Yowa. Consumer news 
and cutrert affaire with Mark Whittaker 
123Spm7fta H a ri teg»Qufe (BMft. Sue MacGregor 
invtes Chriskwner Cook, Adrtai Monty, Jsiet. . 
Suzman and PNippa Gregcay to test their 
lt no wl o dg c olBHtato r sc^raharfe66l255 
Weathar 

14)0 The World at Ope, with Nick Otaris 
150 The Archers (FM) (i) 156 Shipping Forecast 
1.40-630Test Match Special (LW). Continued 
coverage from Old Traftord 
24)0 Haws; (FW Thursday JVtomoeo Play: KBHng 
Susan, by Vivienne Atien. Ten-year-aid Davina 
pushes a younger gH into a pend and watches 
her drown. VMS shebecaDea to account for her . 
crime? Sailing Carolyn Jones. L 8 y Power and 
Gerard McDermott 

34X) News; The Afternoon SMft (FMj.wSh OAe 
Brehen and guests 


'andtownuidartMrortofcSfoRL , 

104)0 The World TontohLwfih Rr*»n i ih^ . . ■‘f ' 


“SSSESSgB» ,f :| 

.togtanamyGfi) (r)-:- 
1130 Today In Parffaroant (LW) 

1230 Mere and 1230mr-|k liteBcofc B 


’■ Indian arm 
1130 Today faf 
12430 News and 
written by J 
RWouHV 
1248 Shipping I 


10430 Music Restored. Anthony Rooiey introduces 

a conceit ghren as fKtrt of last week's 
■ FestnrM ot Baroque Mudcin London. The Spanish 
- grot?} Romaneses performs husk; from the time 
of Vofasquez , 

1045 Night WaveaL Seven years ago, Berriad 

MacLaver t/s test novel, Cal, was made irto a fflm.- 
Now he ia pubfishtog a pew book Gracs Nates, 
about a wonahcomposer in Northam Ireland,-,"-. - 
Hermtona Lee finds out what happened in the: 

totervertng years ■■■ 

11^ Ctompoaers of BwWaete Paris 1750 £rt ' 

1230m Jazz Notes; with Dfafcw FrekwMha- "J 

1430 Through Ow Night, with Donald Madeod 


4430 Nam 4.05 KsMdoscope (FM). Paul ABan’-- '- 

. .. - reyrewsTarty EacMon’s new ptaar r - - 

4*5 Short Starr The BmVtcm kSfiT ^ , 

gJLbyJanLoShtoeboume.R^tvwShar.... .; : 

Vi 

630 Taking t t Up tha Octave. The penuftmatB oardf ■ 

ttie oa x fody ty Arrian Coyte and Tom M 3 as!^h r. 
BranaxSimon Buttertesand GcxSrey 

74X3 News 74S The Archers 
730 Ltfastory. See Choice- 

84>0 Ans1y»ta. Bob Tyrefl asks if a more cwfog - -4«r - - - 

desirable and whethar it woSd^ as 1 f . 
AmOwt Str^ -pvxnas Lynch. podL esreyfa / 


tr The Late BootcBPostfo«? 

SkamataRead by 
t14»AaWwtd 


z: : 

•j:.* “W--. . 

■- VV.-: ~r.- v • i 


FREQUENCYGUDE. RADI01. FM 97.S-99.&. RADIOZ. FM88.G803. RADIOS. FM9&24SLA. RADIO 7 - V ' 

54.6; LW 198; MW 72D. RADIO 5 LIVE, MW 593, 909. WORLD SERVICE. MW 648; LW i r - 

CLASSIC FM. FM 100-102. VIRGIN RADIO. FM 105.8; MW 1107,1215, TALK RADIO. MW 1&53.'1 ^^™^i 
Ta tovhrton and recBo Bsttngs coro pB e d by Peter blear. Ian H ughe s, Rosemary Sotith, Susan ‘*b'imiiirr - jfiiji-- 
Gregory and John McNamara.; ' '. " •. 











































.w*, 


j jlXa0 




THE TIMES THURSDAY JULY 3 1997 


TELEVISION 55 


m 

':i .5*' 



B eing the kind of alert and 
intelligent person. who 
Iseeps a watchful eye on 
political upheavals and other'im- 
portanr world developments, vou 
naye probably already noticed that 
Rolf Harris — now jthan his. hair. 
and his little goatee beard have 
turned white—is sloarty metamor¬ 
phosing into Colonel Sanders. 

Harland Sanders rose to feme 
as die founder of Kcntucty Pried'. 
Chicken — the&lger-lfc^dh , treat 
that £ -at leasr am eat between : 
rneals without ruining my appe¬ 
tite, because I am very likely m 
have violently regurgitated it by 
dinner-time. Like the Colonel — 
who did a variety of job? before 
hiring the big time, including 
farmhand, buggy painter, street¬ 
car conductor, ferryboat operator, 
life insurance salesman,and petrol 
station operator — Rolf is multi¬ 
talented: he paints, he plays the 
didgeridoo and the wobble-board, 
he had a Number One. hit with 


7Vwp Little Soys, he can make a 
weird noise like a dog panting and 
hiccupping at the same time, and 
he even hosts popular television 


" The latest is Animal Hospital 
Revisited (BBC!}, in which Rolf 
brings us up to date with the pets, 
strays and invalids who who were 
nursed by vets at the RSPCA’s 
Hahnsworth Hospital in the last 
series of Animal Hospital But his 
r eerie similaritytp Colcnel Sanders 
has-added spice to the otherwise 
sugary programme, because in 
those, moments when -we are 
looking away fto avbid seeing the 
vet cutting open a'Pekinese called 
Sushi to remove an infected womb 
that looks like a swollen saveloy) 
we can distract oursdves by won¬ 
dering if Rolf is really, a dark horse 
whose secret life is as racy as the 
. late Gol Sanders's mriied out to be. 

In The Colonel’s Secret, a book 
published a few months ago. 
-Sanders'S daughter Margaret re¬ 


vealed that the Colonel Had a 
voracious sexual appetite: appar¬ 
ently far too big for just his poor 
wife to satisfy. Reading the details 
of his sexual exploitsTwhich con¬ 
tinued well into his eighties, vou 
hope that (a) your stamina will 
survive as long, and (b) he found 
time to wash his hands thoroughly 
before mixing up a fresh batch of 
chicken seasoning, like you, IVc 
always wondered how Rolf devel¬ 
oped that unique pantmg-currv 
hiccupptng grunt, and now we 
have good grounds to speculate. 

S ushi's infected womb was 
caught just in time. Annie, 
the Jack Russell who let a 
huge black Alsatian creep up on - 
her, had to pay for her pleasure: 
.she-needed a Caesarian to extract 
the two giant puppies that the 
coupling produced. Even Duchess. 

‘ the cat who was so fat she couldn't 
groom herself, is on the mend. 
Duchess — the size of a chest 


and animal magnetism 


REVIEW 



Joe 

Joseph 


freezer — was dearly named after 
another Duchess, whom we know 
better as Fergie. 

Duchesses owner had followed 
the vers .advice to cut down from 
one can of food a day to half a can. 
But she but was still feeding her a 
plate of fish at lunchtime. Plus 
milk. Oh yes. and a few bowls of 
cream. A little ham. Plus biscuits. 
And treats. She may well have 
been taken for secret visits to 


Madame Vasso. Fergie's former 
spiritual adviser, too. This feline 
Fergie became so like the real 
Duchess that you folly expected 
Lord Charteris, the Queen's for¬ 
mer right-hand man. to sidle up to 
Col Rolf Harris and mutter "vul¬ 
gar. vulgar, vulgar", just as he 
once did about the real Duchess of 
York. At least all this doppelgang* 
er activity gives Animal Hospital 
Revisited a subren that keeps you 
watching long after its recovery- 
ward contents otherwise merit. 

Stay tuned, because straight 
afterwards un Hot Gadgets, also 
on BBC!, Carol Vorderman was 
desperately trying to metamor¬ 
phose into somebody who gives a 
damn about all the various gizmos 
tried out by her “road-testers” and 
then paraded before the studio 
audience. These included a solar 
cooker for use on picnics: this is a 
long tube into which you insert a 
skewer of food. You leave it out 
under the open skies, and — hey 


presto — you open it up in June 
1098 » find that your chicken 
kebabs are nicely crisp on the 
outside, but still moist enough on 
the inside to give you salmonella. 

In an attempt to salvage some¬ 
thing of the show. Vorderman 
grabs every chance to repeat her 
new street-market cry of “Is it hot 
or is it not?" — the question she 
barks uut when asking the audi¬ 
ence to pass judgment on a gadget. 

P resumably she is hoping to 
turn it into a national 
catch phrase, along the lines 
of “Nice one, Cyril", or "Ooh. you 
are awful, but 1 like you". But does 
it really have a future? Maybe one 
day soon you will overhear a diner 
in a restaurant greet the waiter 
carrying a bowl of soup to his table 
whh the phrase "Is it hot or is it 
not?", accompanied by a knowing 
smirk. Then again, maybe you 
wont. 

One of this week's gadgets was 


interactive TV. A set-top box and a 
keypad meant “you can take part 
in your favourite TV shows”. This 
allowed you to see if you are 
smarter than the contestants on 
University Challenge or Call My 
Bluff by" pressing a button on "a 
keypad rather than in the old, low- 
tech way of shouting at the TV. 

But why not let us interncr with, 
say. the evening news, or 
Brookside (Channel 4). Just as 
Gladys needed more and more 
drugs to help her through her 
cancer, we need bigger and bigger 
thrills to sustain us through 
Brookside. Now that Mick and 
Elaine have connived in suffocat¬ 
ing Gladys with her pillow, and 
Iasi night decided to keep their 
guilt a secret, the next audience- 
grabber is going to have to be 
bigger than euthanasia or incest. 
Pass us that keypad and let's see if 
we cant arrange for Pol Pot to 
emerge from hiding and materi¬ 
alise in Brookside Close. 




5> A - .. . 
...OS... 


.'t* i#Bu, 


■. -iv-t... 


h>- 

-y*r~-..“r • 
' •:» 
•V.':. • '■> 
;.-T 


.A.-', •’’!» 

■at - - - . 

' - y< 
tic ■•V-l 

.?■ 

• ••tv 

■a* -frSl 


t'r^Tz. 


6.00am Business Breakfast (94680); 

7.00 BBC Break*Bst New».fI) (88B98)' . " 
9.00 Breakfast News Extra (T) (3886222} 

9 -20 Ready, Steady, Cook « (TJ (1217628) 

9.50 KHroy (T) (5989796) 

10.30 Gloria’s.-Tbne Off With Ctfff Richard 
Series on how celebrities spend their time 
off (2698951) 

10.45 Haws (T) Regional News and weather 
.(4361836) 

10J50 Cricket Third Test England v Australia-. 
Tony. Lewis introduces coverage of the 
opening - session of day -one at OkJ 
Trafford (31713883) 1 
1 Z35pm Neighbours (T) (B383574) 

1.00 One O’clock News (T) (38375) 

1-30 Regional News (T) (42988845) 

1 AO Wimbledon 97 and Cricket: Third Test 
Plus five coverage of the women's shgtes 
matches (38329319) . 

4.10 Oinobabies (r) (T) (4745425) 4^5 Return 
to Jupiter (T) (8430864) 

5.00 Newsround (T) (1576932) 

5.10 The Kr (r) (T) (4164845) 1 

5^5 Neighbours Kart's return to medicine is 
not easy (i) (T) (B16864) . . 

a00 Six O’clock News (7) (13) . ' 

630 Regional News Magazine (83) ‘ 

7,00 Watchdog: Value for Money presented 
by Vanessa. J^eitz. Wendy Richard 
embatks.on'a quest to find She perfect, 
cuppa by coirparing round, square end" 
triangular teabags; tffl receipts come 
under scrutriy and Eurovision winner 
Katrina puts photographic developers to 
the test (T)tt661) 

730 EastEnders Dot is forced to make a life-. ~ 
changing decision. Ted bins to Kathy foe 
help but PhU Is not ^sympathetic (T) (B7) 
8.00 Crime Beet Martyn Lewsi .a^dres ttiB 
growing popularity ^crfVc3<fee^^ 
television for reducing crime.. He .Visits' 

. Accrington in Lanctehird. where T they 
success of CC7V oionttoring has greatly': 
reduced crime ki - pu^& places, and 
learns how. Brother" approach Is. 

helping to efirrinafa computer theft fri 
business-parks.'. Hus'; th& latest anti-theft . 
gadget is uns*§ed (T) (7609) 
8J0 H 'Ah»t Doctarrentary series' 
HaMHlwNch goes tiehind the scenes . 
at Heathrow, the world's . busiest . 
international aaport (T) (6116) • 

9.00 Nine CCfock News (T) Regional news 
and weather (8796) •'' ■ 

9-30 Budget Res p onse By the Conservative' 
Party (833B80) • 

9.35 Smith and Jones (T) (573932) 

10.05^^^^ The Last Governor Rust in a 
SsKSSB-new series' chronicling the 
trials and trfeulstions of Chris Patten (T) 
(5626801 : '• • 

11.10 Cricket Third Test England v Australia 
(482661) 

11.50 They Shoot Horses, Don't They? 

□mi (1969) Sydney Pollack's Oscar-winning 

Bifid melodrama exploring the desperation of 
couples competing. In Hollywood dance 
marathons in the Depression years. 
Starring Jane Fonda, Michael Sarrazin r 
Red Buttons and Bruce Dem (422845) 

1 >15 am-1 -50 Weather (2717100) 


VklooPfu»+ and the Video PtusCodee 
The numbers next to each TV- wogmmnie 
listing are Video PlusCode™ numbers, which 
allow you to programme yow video recottar 
instantly with a vSteoPk»+ " handset Tap Vi. 
the Video PiusCode for the programme you 
wish to record. VideopJu8+ (~). Ptoscode (”) 
and Video Programmer ere trademarks of 

Gemstat Devetoprart Ud. 


.- 6.00am Open University: New Formulae for 
Food (7460796) &25 Diabetes; 
Restoring the Balance (7448203) 6L50 
Control In Reproduction (8670357) 

7.15 See Hear Breakfast News (T) 
(6325512) 

7l30Mooiidn (i) (7444970) 7JSS The 
Lowdo wn (6385222) 8.20 Charlie Chalk 
(6063203) 8-35 The Record (2985932) 
9-00 Yesterdays! Wimbledon nfroduced by 
Sue Barker (48999) • 

10.00 Tetetubbtes (51390) 1030 Weley 
Through the Seasons (9481338) 11.15 
Face to Face; Ken Dodd (3255852) 
12.00 The Sky at Night (PM W 0) 
(1923222) 1220pm Johnson and 

Friends (8950425) 

1230 Wim bl ed o n 97 and Cricket: Third 
- Test Tehnie: Desmond Lynam arid Sue 
-j Barker present the 11th day of 
. Wimbledon: Cricket. Further coverage on 
the first day of the third Test between 
England and Australia (9492864) 330 
News and weather (1410406) 3-55 News, 
regional news and weather (2859796) 
400 Wimbledon 97 and Cricket: Third Test 
. . Further action from day 11 at SW19 and 
Old Trafford (934160^) 

[ 8,00 Being Them Die thoughts and writings 
of early explorers combine with Bturming 
.. - wikflrfe photography to provide a glimpse 
of He In Antarctica (r) (T) (8951) . 

: ■ ILSOTrBcKs J'fick Fsher flrids out .about 
: German stflt mkJges, arid .Lindsay 
Cannon' goes island bagging in the 
Hebrides. "Maraie biologist Guy Liriley- 
. Adams expterins the wondrous 
(rfreriomena of tides (T) (7086) 



Shephard and Zuk (9.00pm) 

9.00 This Life: One Bedding and a Funeral 

■' Egg's younger brother Nat (Damian Zuk) 
pays a visit and promptly finds a friend in 
Anna; Wily’s behaviour threatens to give 
the game away, and Kira lets Jo (Steve 
John Shepherd) know exactly where he 
stands (T) (740425) 

940Today at Wimbledon Sue Barker 
introduces' highlights of today's play 
..'(773962) Fotowed by UK Image at 
(833241) 

1035 Newsnfght (186715) 

11.20 Budget Response by the Conservative 
Party (963116) 

11 35 LA Story The tale of two former bread 
delivery men. John Eyres and Geoff 
Griffiths, who made it as Hollywood 
movie producers (577203) 

12.00 The Midnight Hour (63520) 

1230am Learning Zone: Open University: 
Social Work in the inner City (40181) 
1.00 Everyman: Just an Alness (5547623) 

' ■ 1.45 Retom to Skomer (3888723) 2.00 
Summer Nights: Discovering Art 
Essentials (14075) 4.00 Languages: 
Greek Language and People (70075) 
5,00 Business and Work; The Small 
Business Programme (18891) 


6.00em GMTV (1579488) 

9-25 Supermarket Sweep (1201067) 

935 London Today (9368244) 

10.00 The Time, the Place (55116) 

1030 This Homing (94491116] 
1230pmReglonai News (8947951) 

1230ITN Lunchtime News (8319999) 

12-55 Shorttand Street (8387390) 

135 Home and Away Saul tries to makes a 
last-ditch attempt to reassert his authority 
at the commune (37099135) 

1.50 It’s a Vet’s Life (59981338) 

230 Wlrmetka Road (5284406) 

330 News (1427796) 

335 London Today (1426067) 

330The Rkkflers (4726241) 3-40 Wizadora 
(1017864) 330 Rupert (6602135) 4.15 
Transylvania Pet Shop (4739864) 4.40 
Matt’s Million (8955796) 

5.10 A Country Practice (1137999) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (326870) 

630 Home and Away (r) (T) (99) 

630 Videotech (51) 

730 Emmerdato Andy is reunited with his 
father for the first time in years and KeOy is 
taken aback to cfiscover the identity of her 
shift partner (6357) 

730 3-0 Can church services be bad for your 
health? Jufia Somerville presents a report 
on the so-called 'Toronto Blessing". 
Plus, how insurance companies are trying 
to crack down on people claiming money 
because they are too in to work (35) 

830 The Bill A teenager is stabbed alter a 
bout of bullying gets out of hand, and 
Lexter and Keene have to break down 
three conflicting eyewitness testimonies 
to discover the tn/th. Tom Butcher and 
Andrea Mason star (2777) 



Bliss races against time (B30pm) 

830 BBss In the last in the series, 
archaeologists unwittingly release a long- 
dormant plague virus while working in 
prehistoric caves beneath Norfok. With 
Simon Shepherd (T) (28864) 

10.00 News at Ten (35777) 

1030 London Tonight (552864) 

10.40 Budget "97 The Conservative Party’s 
response to yesterday's Budget (817203) 

1030 The West This Week (910609) 

11.40 Frieze Frame (415154) 

1135 Hunter (879767) 

12.45 The LADS (63162) 

1.15 In Bed wfth MeOfamer (60075) 

1.45 Funny Business (69346) 

2.15 Late and Loud (245029) 

3.15 3-D (r) (96672029) 

330 The Good Sex Guide Late (8643029) 

435 The Time, the Place (22280907) 

530 Garden Calendar (15568) 

530 News (68075) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except: 

1235pm-135 A Country Practice (5387390) 

5.10- 5.40 Shorttand Street (1157999} 

635 Central News 1841086; 

1045 Crime Stalker (917796) 

New York News (906680) 

1235am Funny Business (631621 

1.15 Rockmania (158549) 

2.15 The Loop (84655) 

235 Recollections (2213988; 

3JOS Late and Loud (1138742) 

4.05 Central Jobfinder *97 (2045452) 

530 Asian Eye (9779520) 

[ ^ > 4 WESTCOUimiV - 

As HTV West except: 

1235 Home and Away (4464406) 

130-130 Emmerdale (38159262) 

5.10- 530 Home and Away (1137999) 
630-7.00 Westeountry Live (79609) 

10.45 Overdrive (582864) 

11.15 Videotech (914609) 

12.15am Weekly Worid News (3864549) 

E fKfi' y'. •. MSRIDIAN 

As KTV West except 
5.1 Dpm-5.40 Home and Away (1137999) 
530 Meridian Tonight (99) 

630-7.00 Grass Roots (51) 

10.45 Him: Revolver (11592932) 

5.00 Freescreen (15568) 

i; v-; VV-4 

As HTV West except 

1235-135 A Country Practice (8387390) 

5.10- 5.40 Shorttand Street {1137999) 

635 Angfla News (841086) 

ia45The Magic and Mystery Show (582864) 

11.15 WaterUnes (589777) 

1135 New York News (845116) 

Starts: 6.00am Sesame Street (87390) 

730The Big Breakfast (99048) 

9.00 Bewitched (45154) 

930 Film: Q Planes (17336) 

11.00 Animal Passions (4970) 

1130 SpringhiO (2999) 

12.00 House to House (25390) 

1230pm RteW Lake (52932) 

1.00 Slot Metthrln (25573135) 

1.15 WH Cwac Cwac (25581390) 

130 Him: The Moon Is Down (93794715) 

3.10 Hold Please (7715116) 

Here's One I Made Earlier (57) 

430 Rfteen-to-One (64) 

430 Australia WIW (48) 

5.00 5 Pump (9906311) 

530 Gogs (7135116) 

530 Countdown (28) 

6.00 Newyddion (457796) 

6.05 Heno (811845) 

635 Jac yn y Bocs (726338) 

730 Pobof y Cwm (947154) 

735 Sgrin T1 Synlad? (296203) 

930 Pobi y Chyff (5749) 

830 Newydrflon (2154) 

9.00 The Jewel in the Crown (8048) 

10.00 Brookside (493357) 

1035 Him: Making Mr Right (90334195) 
1235am Riding the Tiger (6585704) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.00am Sesame Street (r) (87390) 7.00 The 
Bjg Breakfast (99048; 9.00 Bewitched (r) 
(T) (45154) 930 Great White Shark Hunt 
(r) 120852) 

1030 Spare a Copper (1940. b/w)- Comedy 

H starring George Formby as an 

incarrpeterd policeman who fofis Nazi 
saboteurs trying to destroy a new 
battleship- Directed by John Paddy 
Car stairs (1344512) 

1135 Two Castles Animation (6621512) 

1230 House to House (T) (25390) 

1230pm Caroline in the City (r) (T) (52932) 
1.00 Springhin (T) (92135) 

130 Daumier’s Law (42975135) 

1.45 Tracks of Glory (1991) First instalment 

m ot a two-part drama, based on lad, 
about the last black US and world cycling 
champion. Marshall Taylor, when he went 
to race in Australia Starring PhH Morris, 
directed by Marcu s Cole Concludes 
tomorrow (93773222) 

330 Here's One I Made Earlier (T) (57) 

4.00 Fifteen-to-One (T) (64) 

430 Countdown (D (8424203) 

4.55 Rickl Lake (T) (2384086) 

530 Pet Rescue Finding homes for more 
than 50 birds (r) (T) (28) 

630 Boy Meets Worid Rites-of-passage 
comedy drama series (7) (41) 

630 Hoflyoaks Teen soap. Baz and Lucy 
wonder what reaction their relationship 
will provoke (T) (93) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) Includes headlines 
and weather at 730 (695425) 

7.50 Singles (613845) 

8.00 Gila Monster WikSife docu- 

menlary about one of the only 
two poisonous species at lizards in the 
world (T) (5749) 

830 Brookside Mike is confronted by a 
furious husband (T) (2154) 



. CHANNEL 5 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1032075 GHz; sound; 
7.02 and 730 MHz 

630am 5 News Early (9865048) 

730 Hava kazoo (7691135) 830 Adventures 
of the Bush Patrol (7581932) 8.30 
WideWorid (7580203) 

9.00 Espresso (3281593) 10.00 Hospital Live 
fr) (5260203) 1030 Instant Gardens (r) 
(T) (7500067) 

11.00 Leeza (6142883} 1130 Double Espresso 
(19993241) 12.00 The Bold and the 
Beautiful |T) (7591319) 1230pm Family 
Affairs (r) (T) (4165777) 

1.00 5 News Update (T) (42813113) 135 
Sunset Beach (T) (8108864) 230 5's 
Company (8188319) 

330 The Fail of the Roman Empire (1964) 

» Epic historical drama with Sophia Loren, 
Stephen Boyd, Alec Guinness and Janes 
Mason. Directed by Anthony Mann. 
Concludes tomorrow (1607864) 

530 Hospital Live An update from Guy's 
(68221777) 

530100 Per Cent (7938357) 

6.00 Move on Up (T) (7928970) 

6.30 Family Affairs Lee is in hospital with a 
fractured skull. Tim is the prime suspect 
(T) (7919222) 

7.00 Hospital Live Kirsty Young talks to 
dialysis patients about how they cope, 
and Sarah Agboola reveals the extra 
difficulties faced by members of efhrnc 
minorities in hospital (6278661) 

730Treasure Islands: Robe of White 
Documentary following scientists working 
on a British Antarctic Survey as they study 
nature in that isolated habitat (T) 
(7915406) 


Moral crusader Barbara (9.00pm) 

930 tifjQjQp] A Bill Called William 
K S flffft j Documentary about the pass¬ 
ing of the 1967 Sexual Offences Act. With 
contrfoutions from Barbara Castle and 
Roy Jenkins (T) (8048) 

10.00 Father Ted To get the wherewithal to 
mend a leaky roof. Father Ted acquires a 
car lo raffle (r) (T) (493357) 

1035 Northern Exposure Offbeat comedy 
senes set in Alaska. MtcheUe and PhJ 
seperste (T) (630951) 

1130 Weekly Planet Discussion on the ways 
to tackle illicit drugs (36390) 

1.00 am Tales of Manhattan (1942. b/w) 

n Comedy drama composed of five 
unrelated stories about the various 
owners of a tailcoat. Direcled by Jutien 
Duvivier (85154029) 

3.10 Memento Joan BakeweH talks to Clare 
Frarcis (r) (66813013) 

3.40 Schools (r) (T) (965181) 

535 Backdate (r) (T) (2313487) 




Frostrup and Payne present (8.00pm) 

8.00 The Car Show Mariella Frostrup and 
Tristram Payne host a new 13-pat series 
focusing on anything and everything to 
do with cars (6294609) 

830 5 News (T) (6273116) 

9.00 Defiance (1980) with Jan Michael 

n Vincent. Theresa Saldana and Art Carney. 
Gritty drama about an outsider who 
confronts a gang threatening his New 
York neighbourhood. Directed by John 
Flynn (60061864) 

10.55 The Jack Docherty Show Late night 
chat and comedy (1714951) 

1130 Prisoner: Cell Block H (6500816) 

12.40 am Live and Dangerous Sports 
magazine hosted by Jeremy Nicholas 
and Helen Chamberlain. Indudes Major 
League soccer from America (85882094) 
530100 Per Cent (r) (3279758) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


• For more comprehensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Directory, 
published on Saturday.. 

SKY 1 _ : _ t . 

6.00am Mommg Glory (908668) 9JOO Rage 
and Kah« lee (6«5t) 10.00 Anraha 
Worid (30319; 11.00 Days at Our Lives.-. 
(43883) 1230 Oprah ***** (93203). 
LOOpm GeraHo IE8721) 2 JW f: iy Jessy 
Raphael (56721) 3J» Jenny Jones (35715) * 
*J» Oprah Wlntrey (1422q SLOO Srar Trefc 
The Nad Gsnerancn (Sllffl 630 Red TV, 
11796) 630 Mamed — iMti CWtten [20S8) 
7.00 The Snpswis (98451 730 M*A*S*H 
;1932) 8JXJ ThW Rock tom toe Sun (8S3)) 
BJO The Manny (71328) «J>0 Swnfetd - 
ITIM06) 030 Mart About You (94832) 1000. 

Ci>cagQ Hope £7425) TUOO Star Ttete Tlw 
Nun Genera er (31048) 1Z30 Late Show 
wtfi Davnd LsDerman 158626) IJXMra Hit 
Mb' (83397581 


7JJ0pm Supertay (4T5578S 7 30 

Supntny (»17932) toJOSSrieis (2S74HS11 
9.00 Higfllander (2S91715j 1030 Tek War 
(2564574) 11.00 fci tie Heal of Bie Night 
16409951} 12J10 H4 kkc (BS77S20) 

SKY NEWS _ • 

wwdmde news cowrage. inh butetins on 
re hour. 24 htijrs a day. sewn days a week 

SKY MOVIES _ ' 

aooam Enwst 'HtMtegmy'* Adhao- 
twas of a Young Man (198Q (89007999)' 
83S The Btocfc Statfion (1579) 
(3710457b) 1DL2B FoglUw* Fandfr (1980) 
(Si 184661J 1236fm Dmwdmt (1579) 
(2273970 1-55 TWO Of ■ XInd (W83) 

H 5319321 338 How the Wwt Fun 
(1993) [41669574} 530 Tbo EBw* SW- 
Hon (1879) (8642S) 7JOO Hercutaa h 
■ha or BwmmotBOT(1*94) (20935)830 
3atwra ( 1 «» (28234832) 1045 Datd 
^DM (1986} (75733262) 1Z30IB*. 

Sankiolon (1995) C7110®5) ZSS Dm* 
ly Yow (1904) 1618927^ 3M CrtetoW 
Hearts (1985) (87229810) 

THE MOVE CHANNEL 

AAOsoTbe Bseit tram ZDJKH) Fstboms 
(1453) (CS977E7). 739. A-HsonUnp Vito 
WBI Qo (1942) (8555767)830 Waits Up 
Dram fOMB) (538$) 10X10 The 


llWftVOw Horae (1940) (16154) 1230 
The Traesure tit Peieta VUm (1955) 
(11796) 230pra The Day They Gm 
Babies Aeny (1957) 14G319) 4JW Young 
lodbna: Travels mOi FWhsr (1996) 
14390) 6JM Am Good os Dead (1995) 
(24233222) 7.40 US Top 10 (720945) ELOO 
tf«a Crane the Ihrelsn (1995) (41512) 
9l» The MoWe Show (10970) 10J» Bdt 
to Elton (1864) (M0B32) 11J» The 
Ptoaeto Principle n g43«S) 

I^Oira Separate Uvee (1994) (750704) 

. ass Uncommon VskHr (l963) (971144) 
5.10 David and tto Magic Peart- 
(7270094) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

6.00pm kms La 

(44843999) 830 Tha Jm* M 

(6289039C? 1030 Fore FewDo^’»»ora 

(1968) (2599222) 12.15am Blehrin and 

Mondog and GoodbW 
(30505297) A15-530 RrtoMly Bersuo- 
don’ (1956) (8035101^ 


a nw fim Crazy tn*n the Heart (1991) 
The Outfit (1974) 
(77979067) 1245 Tha Taariew Vampira 

Boon Town (1940) (3362707S) 

SKY SPORTS 1 J _ 

7 , 00 am Sports CsrlW f 6057 ^) 730WBS- 
830Bacre News .i 73 ! 7 ‘ i j 
Lm Spans CMrtttB (97154) 930 grates 

a ^7406).foA0 Ff 301 Mur^ 
( 53796 ) 1030 Eifopaai Tour (93338) 

1 ]jv) iJuq Fuopean PGA Goff: htfi OpHl 
(88845) 130 

MSmilSf77) 230 Fu*d 
(wfil) 330 Live 

6.00 Spans Cartfie (2680)630 Rwwbw 
and Wbrid (3932) 7J» ^fTnifciftwe 
Rocno (963381 830 Wemaflonal Cricter 
^SSrSaSnaraCBraB (85315 ) 1030 

B4j Shoe I406S51130 TlgW Lines (p7222) 

TZSOsn Sports Centra 

Wafd Spon (16907) 2M *» Spore 

Centre (4349) 

SKY SPORTS 2 __— 

am—. Tort Lines (8688951) MO Trans 

^S3SSJSw»i 

Sesasssasaf'- 


SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

1230 Super League [12658067) 230pra 
Powscboei and JosM Wbrid (19833357) 
330 Aussie Rides [B5552425) 530 IMee- 
Dng (52327629) COO Inside the PGA. Tou 
(1983406E) 630 Trans Wdrid Sped 
(62709796) 730 tSotf: mi Open 
(70890512) 930-Uue US Gofl (87328680) 
1130-1130 Rd Throttle (80110300) 

EUROSPORT _ ' - 

73flam Woman's Goff (30B99) 830 Motors 
(16503) 930 Footbal. Worid Youth Champ¬ 
ionship (56070) .1030 AtteXKS (70932) 
1230 Mountain BHte (25425) 130pm Uve 
Footbaff [88357) 330 Rormg (7406) 330, 
AOTeOcg (21357) 530 Sumo 11066) 030 
W^ghfihng (21809) 730 Footoal (754061 
930 Footodt Worid Youth Chairpcntiip 
(70390) 1030 . Cydtng (10985) 1030 
Bo*h 0 (37006) 1130 Saing (44048) 
1230-1230 Cycttnfl (43704) 

UK GOLD 

730am Animal Magic (6923425) 735 
Naighhoure [5426203) 830 Ctossroeds 
(353?113) 835 EafitEnders (7050135) 030 
'The B 8 (4700932) 930 Spring and Autumn 
(8242645) 1030 Telystack (1464951) 
1030 Tha SUfluarc (4704116) 1130 
Gauntly (49536512) 1236pm Crossroads 
(61053067) 1230 Neighbour (32466011 
130EBs£nders (5994796) 135 No Place 
Ute Home (57*3601) 215 The Uwr 8 Ws 
(2383512) 250 n. Ain't Had Hot Mum 
(1813850) 330 The 8 * (8378032) 430 
Boon-(1110319) 630 G&tertfion Gome 
■ (66268067) 835 EastEnders. (B5618B4) 
8L40 Sytes (744915q 730 Dr Who 
„ (5 5 7 ^ 32)' 750 Only Whan I Laugh . 
(1598339) 830 HLDe-H (8338067) 8.00 
Tha Bi 11108203) 950 Chancer 

05854654) 1035 BoOem (2508116) 11.18 
Live B Jongteus (0084195) 11^5 QoW 
Gees Pop: (1622203) 1230am K's a 
Knockout (1854988) 130 .Big Deal 
{6221407) 2.15 Shoppng (28177B91) 
GRANADA PLUS _ 

toXtom The Box [1654319) 730 Corona¬ 
tion 9 (7538113) 730 FamtoR (4588896) 
.830 Supnae. Surprise (4361777) 930 
OempBey find MakapoaOe Sf06357) 1030 
Gentle Tooch (268326?) 1130 London's 
Burning [8283406) TZJM GcronaDon St 
M41B33S) 1230pm Fanltea (S317339) 
130 Two’s.Company (6983654) 130 The 
Good Ub Guide [4082080) 230 Surprise. 
Surprise (9390066) 330 .Gentle Touch 


. ol-'i -si,> •..S'rw'ii f :' S’-»i. r -* “ A: 


Mean and moody CUnt Eastwood (Sky Movfas Gold, 10.00pm) 


(5126338) 430 Dempsey and Makepeace 
(5107645) 530 London's Burning 

(1002067) 630 FemCes (6963883) 630 
Coonfilion Si (6974135) 730 Gentle Touch 
(1851390) 830 Dempsey and Makepeace 
(1877336) 930 Coronation St (51363571 
930 Wieellappers end Shunters (9717135) 
1030-1130 London's Bumtog (1850661) 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

630m Mouse Tracks (6290681) &2S 
Quack Attack (G25979Q 650 Bonkers 
(72S07fi?) 7.15 tittle Mermaid (4500796) 
730 AlaQdm (7832312) 0.05 Quack f>ack 
(76956831 630 GoCt Troop (39154) 9.00 
Caro Beorc (E264845) 5L2S-Lfmbrete Tree 
(6276680) 950 Muppet BaNas {7622664} 

10.15 Graundtog Ma*h (9762319) ia« 
Sng Me a Sory @762393) 1135 Mouse 
and Mole (3451425) 11.10 Btg Oarage 
(B750721) 1135 Pooh Comet (5643951) 
1135 Fraggle Rock <6218086} 1£20pm 
Mouse Tracks (147B796) 1ZA5 Trwn and 
PUmtus [38307777) 130 Boy Maos Worid 
(53821574) 1.25 Bonhera [77416661; 1J» 
Quack Pack (396SB951) 2.15 Aladdin 
(684643571 ZJK) Care Sears (7424222) 
330 (jtfc Mermaid (4388503) 336 Ilmen 
and Pumbaa (67B7406) 330 Goof Troop 
Double BI (6889809) 430 Chooseday 


(GteS) 630 Abddto 14018135) 53S Taman 
end Pumbea (5300318) S3S Mighty Ducks 
(717154) 630 New Doug (7951) 630 Boy 
Meets Wbrid (8203) 730 Brotherly Low 
(1929) 730 RUfe IlM of the Horn 
(54319) 9.00 Dan’s Wbrid (9822?) 930- 
1030 Golden Gets (57048) 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

630am Three use Ghosts (5361593) 030 
Inspector Gadget (6509512) 730 Samurai 
Pisa Cate (6450203) 730 Power Rangers 
Zbo (6419338) (LOO BaHetap3 (8203777) 
830 Crocadoo (8202043) 930 RBrfca's 
Island [60478831 830 The Magic Bar 
(H3D5T86) 93S Dudley the Dragon 
(2624832) 1036 Renta's (stand (7040319) 
1036 The Magic Bor (6900046) 1130 Jin 
Jn and tha Panda Pstrot (6321406) 1130 
Pnocdvo (6322135) 1230 Inspector God- 
gel (8206864) 1230pm VR Troopers 
[S912661® 1230 Pcwer Ranges 2eo 
(73526672) 1.10 O e cU Bb o rgs (12762406) 
130 Eekl (3345593) 230 Ute rath Lome 
IB755749) 230 CfOcfldOO (5936067) 330 
Gadget Boy (9200634) 330 Eck* [5931615] 
430 Lite Min Louie (5027319) 430 Power 
Rangers Zoo (59162031 630 Beatebarge. 
(9855060) 530 Spideunan (5930883) 630 
X Men (5037796) 630-730 Goosedumps 


630am lawgoud (46593) 630 Danger 
Mouse (67512) 730 Dennis ihe Menace 
(989701 730 Where's Wally (84777) 830 
Baiman (43357) 830 An Attack (78357) 
930 Earittwom Jim (6297011030 Grave- 
dale High (58864; 1030 Rash Gordon 
(22864) 11.00 Creepy Crawlers (81932) 
1130 CadUacs and Drosaus 1826 hi) 
1230 Gravedate High 0JH6j luopm 
Smu Dawgs (73086) 1.00 Batman (97241) 
130 Dangstmouse (72357i 230 Creepy 
Crawtere (2357) 230 Rash Gordon [97861 
330 5one [1864) 330 Earthworm Jttn 
(4241) 430 Dennis the Menace (42081 
43CV&00 Art Aliaci (993?) 

CARTOON NETWORK 

NcrvSop cartoons from 530am 10 
930pm. Indudcs Tom an) .terry. Popcyc 
and The FSostones. 

NICKELODEON _ 

S.00am Court DuCkult. (43749) 630 Hocta 
(60086) 730 Hey Amoid 1 (68116) 730 
Hugrais (70951) 830 Doup (72845) 030 
Arthur (71116) 930 C8SC (170671 1030 
Wimae's House (51338) 1030 Batai 
(84680) 1130 Magu School Bib (76086) 
1130 Vidor aid Maria etc (77715) 1230 
Bananas «r Pyjames (7593? i 1230pm 
Richard Scarry 1 1986411.00 CBBC (14J19) 
230 Dr (1845; 230 Arthur (9593j 

330AJvm (X60) 330 Bruno 9» kid (1338; 
430 Hey Arnold 1 (3195) 430 Rugrtts 
(9357) 530 Scsier SbIlv (W?5) 530 Kenan 
.and Kol (3339) 830 Aia< Mack |8?6?} 630- 
730 Doug (1574) 

TROUBLE _ 

1230 Byker Grove (4713864) 1230pm 
Ready or Nor (82713E7) 1.00 Marfeon 
097B715) 130 Sweel Valey High 
(837002^ 230Sewan's C-rossinB (5271319) 
230 No Naked Flames l*398683) 330 
Byker Grow (2385154) 330 Hangume 
(9301628) 430 Cartel nls Dreams 

19380)35)430Saved tylhr- Bril (9006318) 
530 Sweat Vdtoy Wgh (2295W) S30 
Ready « Not (M0CS991 630 Hanghme 
(B39051S) 630 Madron (9381864) 7.00 
Saved by re Ben (Z276135I 73«W30 
CaHomra Dreams (9387048) 

BRAVO _ 

630pm Nc*v7«i>gkl Tone, (2284883) B30 
Monsters (22633901 030 Burring 2ora 
(8813425) 1030 Tour of Duly (6811512) 


1130 FILM; Rage and Honor II (7230609) 
130am Bumng Zone 148345301230 Tour 
0< Duly 15096297) 330 FILM: Class of 
Nuke 'em High Part lb Subhumanoid 
Meltdown 18293617) 530 New Twikjhi 
Zona (6267568) 530 Monsters 11312704) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7.00pm fioseanne (87680) S30 E UK 
116001 830 Almost Part act (4636) 930 
Cheers (56222) 930 Cyt»l (39628) 10.00 
Frasier (76661) 1030 Monty P/1 non 
192609) 1130 We Knew Where You Liw 
f2E2064) 1135 Robei (155135) 1130 
Nigh la and (65864) 1230am Sledgeham¬ 
mer (13CC9I 130 Cheers (73617) 130 
Cybi (12094) 2.00 E UK (34891) 230 We 
know Where You Lfcnr (53926) 330 Fraser 
(86181) 330430 Almost Rated (44378; 

THE SCi-Fl CHANNEL 

130am The TwCghl Zona (8B01606) 130 
One Step Beyond (B1719ED) 230 FrOay 
re 13tt> |rierj617) 330430 Dark Shad- 
ovre (88bS742| 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

930pm The Joy 01 Panting 14706574) 930 
Garden Calendar (8273715) 1030 Go 
Fisting (1462593) 1030 Room Service 
(47350861 1130 Room tor ImpiavBrrcnt 
(1127609) 1130 Tins Old House (1130338) 
1230 Just lor Sutlers (472633811230m 
Juta Child (8244203) 130 &aham Kwr 
(9941661) 130 Home Agar 182435741 
230 TOO! Bd* (2277593) 230 Furniture on 
the Mend (9302357) 330 Our House 
(2296628) 330 The, OW House (9374574) 

DISCOVERY _ 

4.00pm The Entremets {0393609) 430 
Dnvng Passions (B382S93) .530 Tknc 
Tra«*M> (2268645) 530 JuS)n» Ffefr 
(3373845) 630 WHO Thngs (8252222) 7.00 
Beyond 2000 (2288609) 730 Dtsasier 
(9383222) 830 Scare Fronton. 

(60011351 930 Flighrtne (1107845) 930 
wh (8264067) 1030 Justre Rios 
(4727067) 1030 Justice RJm (47367161 
1130 The PTHessencas (9868338) 1330 
Fvst Flights (1324649; 1230am Fields of 
Armour I9SQ1297) 1JO Disaster (4690568) 
130-230 Beyond 2000 (7110091) 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm [3rd Mourriboltan (97B83571 5.00 
American RcrvcSuUxi (6241400 630 Arv 
cienl Mysteries (9296951) 730330 Brop- 
raphy-Jules Vbme (86B02P3) 


.- '.’v 


CHALLENGE TV _ 

Wn wnn Prize Time twice an hour 
535pm Cross Wte [717B796I 530 Famly 
Fornros (7928451 030 Caictiphrase 
16158831 735 Winner Takes AH (742661; 
7 40 Gm? Us A Clue (5538641 1415426; 
030 AH Clued Up (605574) 030 Through 
Iho Keyhole (943319) S3S Sate ol tee 
Century (B38048) 10-10 Treasure Hint 
1311154) 1130 Sards 1611154) 1ZOO 
Winner Takes Air (94452) 1230m Hart lo 
Hart (63839) 130 Mooniighlino (66756) 
230 Alton Skies (91100; 330 My Two 
Dads (24365) 330 B>g Brother Jahe 
(824521 430 Fall Guy (47015) ELOO HSN 

UK LIVING _ 

730am Tny Liwng (36774135) 935 A 
Woman Called Smah (482979619.15 Curd- 
on BBan (3132661) 1035 Jerry Springer 
(9456777; 1035 Shopping Eraponum 
(49B42M8) 1330 itung and Reliefs 
(33776809 11.50 Brookside 19040086) 
123Spm Why Me" [706887961 12-55 
Temper (4148628) 1.40 Rotonda 

P651S45) 230 Agony Exporencs 

15116067) 330 tine 31 Thrae (906000481 
435 Jerry Sprtmer (£983135) 5.05 Lrigo 
(57062154) 530 Lucky Ladders (5110683) 
6.00 I Dream pi Jeanrte (7841932) G3S 
Ready. Steady. Cook (20402411 73S 
Hearts Abe (71946801 735 Brookside 
(1778406) 035 Rotonda OCPKTOj 930 
RLK Retadve Rnr (19052628) 1030 
Shopping Emportun (9688048) 1130- 
1230 Sex Files H (9737S74) 

ZEE TV _ 

730am Ja^rro 730 2E£ Presents 830 
Raatol CL2S Eh Naza 0 J) Business 930 
Janm Daaia 830 V|toa Chamfco Mobra 
moo Ayiato 1130 Aasrtmnn 1130 Bsnegl 
Apn Baal 1230 DnsCran 1230pm Roshal 
1.00 RLM430ZEE Zv* * 35 ZEE Tap 10 
530 2one Time 53S Dadfl DaS Ki Kaffisn 
630 Sony Merl Lorry 035 Eh Itear 630 
ZEE and You 730 Euro Zndagi 730 
Cremate 030 News 035 Andaz 93S 
Ja^i830Haw elate io30YaadonKiBa^Ht 
1030 Pooptes Club 11-00 Muno Ya No 
Mena il3O-i230Ariiatatan 


The 24 hour muato channel. Inducts 
news, reviews end Iwa concert fooape 

VH-1 _ 

Tha video Mts cfranwL Ctassc rock and 
pop videos and the best new saupia 
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Downpour fails to 
dampen spirits 
of cup contenders 



cmcKErso 


Can Wame still 
turn the screw 
at Old Trafford? 



THURSDAY JULY 31997 


Patriotism reaches fever pitch as British duo battle for right to meet in semi-final 


Henman finds the finishing touch 


By Julian Muscat, tennis correspondent 


IT IS hard to recall a man 
belter east for die saddle of 
expectation than Tim Hen¬ 
man. The British No 1 yester¬ 
day Fulfilled the promise of 
Tuesday evening and con¬ 
signed Richard" Krajicek's 
Wimbledon reign to history. 
Now Henman and Greg 
Rusedski are poised to script 
some of their own. In the 
quarter-finals on Nol Court 
today. Henman tackles Mich¬ 
ael Stich and Rusedski faces 
Cedric Pioline for the right to 
play each other in the penulti¬ 
mate round. Last night, the 
bookmakers quoted odds of 
9-4 for a British champion on 
Sunday. 

Henman has won only one 
significant title but he is 
otherwise to the manner bom. 
His comfort was evident on 
Tuesday, in spite of the 
premature conclusion to a 
struggle turning inexorably 
his way. Indeed, it was 
Henman, not Krajicek, whose 
aura infused the Centre Court 
on the resumption yesterday. 
It was he. not Krajicek, who 
passed as the champion. Now 
he must strive to berome one: 

“I feel very confident," 
Henman said after complet¬ 
ing his 7-6.6-7.7-6,6-4 victory. 
“This is the biggest tourna¬ 
ment in the world and I have 
just beaten last year’s champi¬ 
on. it is probably the biggest 
win of my career. For sus¬ 
tained quality, this is some of 
the best tennis 1 have ever 
played." 

Henman resumed with a 
healthy advantage but a fast 
start was imperative to keep 
Krajicek on the leash. Having 
started slowly in each of his 
three previous matches. 
Henman immediately found a 
purposeful stride. Instead, it 


was Krajicek who toiled, 
reopening the contest with a 
double fault that must have 
arrested his hopes in their 
tracks. 

The error suggested Kraji¬ 
cek's mind had been poisoned 
by the overnight deficit, an 
impression endorsed by his 
reckless and unnecessary flir¬ 
tation with the lines. Krajicek, 
of. Holland, certainly looked 
the more vulnerable — ami so 
it proved when he played a 



QUARTER-FINALS 
P SAMPRAS (US)vB BECKER (Get) 
N Kiefer {Get) v T Woodbiklgn (Aus) 
M Stich (Gar) vT HENMAN (GB) 

G Rusedski (GB) « C Pbfine (ft) 
COVERAGE: Television: BBCi: Lwe 
1.40-4 10pm B8G2: Live 12.30-8 Opm; 
NghBgttt, 9.40-1035pm Radio: BBC 
Radio 5 Live: 1.30£pm. 

WEATHER: Sumy periods with 
showers. 


quite shocking service game at 
2-2 and was broken to love. 

Minutes later, with Hen¬ 
man serving at 4-3. a solitary 
break point came Krajicek's 
way. It was soon negated by 
an opponent with the winning 
post in sight. Henman played 
a near-perfect set, never allow¬ 
ing his opponent to raise his 
ambitions. His reflexes at the 
net resembled those of a cobra 
as he struck his valleys with 
deadly accuracy. He finished 
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No 1136 in association with 
BRITISH MIDLAND 



ACROSS 
I Similarly (8) 

5 Fall in heap; fail (4) * 

9 Bundle of com (5) 

10 Pride-punishing goddess 

(7) 

11 Book: cool manner (7) 

12 Cleopatra's country (5) 

13 Check (text) for errors (9) 

IS Something valuable (5) 

20 Improve function of (7) 

22 Reference book of the fam¬ 
ous (4 J) 

23 Loft (5) 

24 Little — {Old Curiosity 

Short { 4) 

25 Maker of goods, pro¬ 
grammes (8) 


DOWN 

1 Radiance, sheen (6) 

2 Dance, esp. for Mother 
Brown (5-2) 

3 Biscuit with icecream (5) 

4 Ability to see joke (5.2.6) 

6 Full of energy, health (5) 

7 Money in Madrid (6) 

8 Obstruct (6) 

14 Capital of Canada (6) 

15 Severe (measuresl (7) 

16 Evolution theorist (6) 

17 Sportsman with sword (6) 
19 Low backless seal (5) 

21 Chemical-secreting organ 
(5) 


The Airline for Europe 

PRIZES: THE WINNER will receive a return ticket travelling Economy 
Class to anywhere on British MkSand's domestic or internstianal 

- network. 

THE RUNNER-UP will receive a return ticket to anywhere on British 
MidJancfs domestic network. British Midland cflere an extensive range 

- al destinations throughout the UK as wed as Europe and has now 
added dailylfiqhts from Heathrow to Copenhagen, Oslo. Gothenburg. 
Cologne and Rome. With over 1,500 flights a week to 20 European 
destinations British Mkfland is the AJrTme tor Europe. 

1 AS flights jre subtea to zvztetXfty. 

Post your entry to Times Two Crossword, FO Box 6886. London 
E2 8SP to arrive by next Monday. The winners* names and sol¬ 
ution will appear on Wednesday. 

3 Name/Address ----— --- 


SOLUTION TO NO 1135 

ACROSS: I Patina 4 Peaked 8 Lark Q Taxpayer 

10 Camcorder 13 Amber 15 Strut 16 Sami IS Stressful 

21 Province 22 Yews 23 Pedant 24 Tartly 

DOWN: 1 Police 2Tiranusu 3 Actor 5 Euphrates 6 Keys 

7 Durbar H Obsession 12 DOnr 14 Bouffant 16 Slip up 

17 Glassv N Erect 20 Ford 



the match in style, too. serving 
up a love game to his legion of 
adoring spectators. 

Henman's reward for mas¬ 
tering Krajicek is a tussle with 
Stich. the champion here in 
1991. Stich, who plans to retire 
at the end of the year, is free of 
inhibition. Yet Henman must 
fancy his chances of repeating 
his victory over the German 
on their only previous encoun¬ 
ter. "1 played very well against 
him in Munich fin October] 
but he has definitely improved 
his game. He is very relaxed 
and that is when he plays his 
best tennis. He is going to be 
dangerous.” 

Henman, 22, knows that 
nothing less than victory will 
suffice. After Rusedski com¬ 
pletes his match. Henman will 
step on court bearing the 
weight of a nation's hopes. 
Few competitors have the 
desire or die temperament to 
carry that burden like 
Henman. He raises his game, 
and with it, the prospect of a 
first British finalist at Wimble¬ 
don in 59 years. 

Henman thrives on the en¬ 
ergy of a baying crowd. He 
responds to their promptings. 
“The crowd is constantly be¬ 
hind me, constantly lifting me 
to greater heights.” he said. 
"Whenever I snuggle they 
give me confidence and keep 
willing me on. The crowd on 
Sunday has set the standard. 
That day will stand out forever 
and everyone who comes here 
is Hying to repeat that" Amid 
mounting excitement, Hen¬ 
man will be counting on them 
again today. 

Before that. Rusedski, op¬ 
posed by Pioline, of France, 
enters an arena he has made 
his own this Wimbledon. It 
will be his fourth visit in five 
matches to a court that Pioline 
has never seen. Pioline has 
never seen Rusedski's game, 
either, but he might be aware 
of Rusedski* appetite for his 
countrymen. Rusedski beat 
three French opponents en 
route to the fourth round here 
two years ago, but Pioline 
boasts the superior grand- 
slam pedigree. 

He readied the US Open 
final in 1993, when he was 
ranked among the top ten in 
the world. Two years ago. he 
extended Boris Becker to five 
sets here in the quarter-finals. 
He makes his third quarter¬ 
final appearance at Wimble¬ 
don against Rusedski, who 
has never previously pro¬ 
gressed this far. “I know what 
it is like to play a big match on 
a big court” Pioline said. 
“Everybody expects Rusedski 
to play well in front of his 
crowd and beat me. so it is not 
an easy situation for him." 

Rusedski, not surprisingly, 
sees it differently. Asked about 
the growing pressure on him, 
he said; “What pressure do 1 
have on myself? 1 go out there 
and give it my best shot That’s 
the attitude hn trying to take 







Henman forces another forehand volley past Krajicek during his nerveless progress through the fourth set oh Centre Court yesterday 


to the court with me. I think I 
can go a long way with the 
support I have." 

like Henman. Rusedski is 
playing some of the best tennis 
of his career. As important 
within his inherently nervous 
disposition has been his peace 
of mind. 

”1 am fresh, focused and I’m 
up for it." he said. "If you can’t 


get up for Wimbledon then 
there's nowhere you can get 
up for. It is definitely a good 
opportunity playing Cedric 
Pioline. There are a lot tough¬ 
er matches." 

Rusedski had in mind the 
quarter-final pitting Becker 
with another three-time Wim¬ 
bledon winner, Pete Sampras, 
who yesterday survived a de¬ 


manding five-set examination 
from Petr Korda. The fourth 
quarter-final brings together 
two unseeded opponents in 
Todd Woodbridge, of Austra¬ 
lia. and Nicolas Kiefer, the 
third German among the last 
eight 

Sampras’s view, page 52 
Results, page 52 
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Girl power adds extra spice 


By Nick Szczepanlk 

THE women’s semi-finals at 
Wimbledon today offer two 
matches that could scarcely 
provide a greater contrast The 
first marches two 16-year-olds 
— Martina Hingis, the top 
seed and world Nol, and 
Anna Kournikova. the unseed¬ 
ed Russian. Although they 
have played each other before 
as juniors, including once at 
Wimbledon, this will be only 
their second meeting on the 
senior tour. The previous en¬ 
counter came on day in the 
French Open this year, when 
Hingis won in straight sets. 

"I played very wdl in Paris," 
Hingis said .“but here, on this 
surface, I think she feels much 
more confident. It is going to 
be a very good match. She has 
beaten a couple of great 
players." 

The other match brings 
together two more experienced 
women who know die pain of 
losing Centre Court finals — 
Arantxa Sanchez Vjcario, of 
Spain, and Jana Novotna, of 
the Czech Republic. They have 
played each other 16 times, 
with eight wins each, but the 
seventeenth will also be their 
first grass-court meeting, not 
counting the unfinished final 
of the Direct line tournament 
at Eastbourne last month. 

Either would relish the op¬ 
portunity to banish painful 
memories. Novotna, 28. will 
always be remembered for the 
1993 final, when she sobbed on 
the shoulder of ihe Duchess of 
Kent as she received her 
runner's-up medal after 
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Youth and experience: Hingis faces Kournikova while Novotna meets S&nchez Vjcario 


throwing away a winning 
position in her match against 
Steffi Graf. Sanchez Vicario, 
25, has been the losing finalist 
in each of Ihe past two years; 
12 months ago. she borrowed 
the winner's plate from Sleffi 
Graf during the presentation 
and hugged it to herself, to 
general amusement, but her 
desire to get her hands chi it 
for real was only underlined. 

The erstwhile doubles part¬ 
ners. with 15 titles to their 
credit between 1993 and 1996, 
had a felling-out during the 
19% Olympic Gaines, but 
Novotna claimed that there 
was no residue of ill-feeling. 
However, she is not as con¬ 
vinced as some that Sinchez 
Vicario is back to her best 
form. “It's hard to tell how 
well she is playing. She had a 
very good draw, she had 
some easy rounds and she 
came through," Novotna 
said. 

Yesterday, against an oppo. 


nent who had gone through an 
intense, rain-interrupted 
tiiree-set match on Tuesday, 
was not quite as easy as 
NatalieTauziathad suggested 
when she said on the eve of the 
mairii that she had no chance 
against Sanchez Vicario on 
grass. Psychology or not it 
looked a fair assessment as 
Tauziar lost her first two 
service games cheaply and the 
first set 2-6. but the second set 
was more of a struggle. San¬ 
chez Vicario needed all her 
tenacity to hang on, but 
Tauziat did not help her own 
cause with a succession of 
unforced errors, eventually 
losing 5-7. 

Novotna's convincing 6-3,. 
6-3 victory over Yayuk Basuld. 
of Indonesia, gave little indica¬ 
tion that she. too, had had a 
tough three-set match the pre¬ 
vious day. Novotna put 
Basuki's service under con¬ 
stant pressure at the net, but 
her own was seldom threat¬ 


ened. She showed her delight 
on the key points of the sixth 
game of the second set, when 
she broke Basuld thanks to 
two volleys and a drifting 
cross-court forehand. There 
was a double-fisted salute 
when she put away the final 
volley and, finally, a smile. 

The other semi-finalists 
have no such history. 
Kournikova is appearing in 
her first Wimbledon, while 
Hingis reached the fourth 
round last year. Koumikova's 
victory over Iva MajoU, the 
No 4 seed and French Open 
champion, was the biggest 
surprise yesterday. The Rus¬ 
sian had dropped the first set 
of her previous three games in 
the tournament, but tri¬ 
umphed in straight sets yester-. 
day, 7-5, 6-4. Hingis, as 
expected, made relatively 
short work of Denisa 
Chladkova, winning 6*3.6-2. 
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